W.  H.  BAILEY  &  SON 


CASES  AND  BAGS,  all  with  Removable  Lining^s 

{Lists  Post  Free) 

LATEST  INVENTION 

THE  ^^PERFEGTSON”  MIDWIFERY  CASE 

(Regd.) 


Made  in 
BLACK  or 
BROWN 
REXINE 
and 

COWHIDE. 

Size  16  by 
6i  by  10 
ins.  deep, 
with  re¬ 
movable 
lining. 


»6;6 

^  1 
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int  Mothers 
Turnd  VIROL 

Virol  is  so  concentrated  and  so  carefully 
balanced  that  it  exactly  meets  the  particular 
needs  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

yirol  is  so  digestible  and  so  palatable  that 
even  the  most  delicate  patients  take  it  with 
relish  and  digest  it  without  the  slightest 
difficulty. 

Its  effect  upon  the  general  health  and 
reserves  of  strength  is  most  marked,  and  it  in¬ 
creases  the  flow  and  richness  of  the  natural  milk. 

Vitamins 

Virol  as  sold  to  the  public  has  been  proved 
by  an  independent  scientific  investigation  to 
contain  the  vitamins;  it  supplies  those  accessory 
food  factors  that  promote  growth  and  health. 
Remember — the  health  of  the  infant  depends 
upon  the  diet  of  the  mother. 

VIROL 

Used  in  3,000  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfares. 

In  Jars,  1/3,  2/-,  3/9,  ^  gall.  15/-. 

(Special  quotations  for  Hospitals  and  Clinics.) 

VIROL  LTD.,  HANOER  LANE,  EALING,  W.  5. 


Ninety -fifth  ’Thhousa7id 

A 

HANDBOOK /or  NURSES 

B'V 

J.  K.  WATSON,  M.D. 

THE  STANDARD  TEXTBOOK  ON 
GENERAL  NURSING 

Eighth  Edition 

REVISED  AND  ENLARGED 
864  Pages,  and  Index  315  Illustrations 

8s.  6d.  net ;  9s.  3d.  post  free 
Of  all  Booksellers^  or  of 

FABER  AND  GWYER  Ltd. 

(THE  SCIENTIFIC  PRESS) 

24  RUSSELL  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C.  1 


I 

i 

I 


rOMNmiiilJi 

WARD  SHOES 

FOR 

REAL  COMFORT 


BENDUBLE  SHOES 


The  beautifully  soft  kid, 
the  perfectls  natural 
shapes,  and  the  special 
Benduble  Soles,  make 


different  to  all  ordinary 
shoes.  The  Benduble 
soles  are  so  constructed 
that  they  yield  easily 
and  naturally  to  every 
step  —  allowinj*  perfect 
freedom  to  the  toot 
muscles,  so  that  even 
after  hours  of  standing 
there  is  little  or  no  fa¬ 
tigue.  Benduble  Shoes 
are 

COMFORT  SHOES 

AND 

QUALITY  SHOES. 


That  is  why  nurses 
everywhere  are  now 
wearing  Bendubles. both 
for  Ward  and  Outdoor. 

...  from  19/9  post  free. 


Post 
Free. 

11'9 

All 

Shapes 
and 

Fittings. 

OUTDOOR  SHOES,  all  styles 


I 


Send  for  BENDUBLE  BOOKLET,  FREE  from 

BENDUBLE  SHOE  CO.  (W.  H.  Marker), 

(Dept.  D),  143  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

I  (Opposite  Bourne  &  Hollingsworth). 


1. 


Marked 

Benefit— 


When  solid  food  cannot 
he  taken,  give  3  our  patient 
a  little  0X0,  or  0X0  with 
hot  milk.  0X0  can  be 
assimilated  even  when  the 
digestion  is  enfeebled,  and 
with  marked  benefit. 


The  Perfect  Fluid  Diet 
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Qooernment  and  Hospital  Contractors 

SOLICIT  A  VISIT 

'  TO  THEIR 

NURSES 

SALOON 

A  FINE  SELECTION  OF 

UNIFORMS 

AND  SURGICAL 
INSTRUMENTS 

ETC. 

jdsk  to  see  the 

STATE  REGISTERED 
UNIFORMS 

Illustrations,  Prices,  Patterns,  and  Self- 
Measurement  Forms  sent  Post  Free. 


Write  for  Garrould's  Nurses  Catalogue 
of  Nurses  Coats,  Cloaks,  Hats,  Dresses, 
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Surgical  Instruments  and  Appliances — post 
free. 
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A  cheap  destroyable  lining  for 
Infants’  Washable  Napkins. 


invaluable  for  use  in  Maternity  Homes,  Children’s 
Hospitals  and  similar  Institutions.  Their  use  effects 
great  saving  in  time  and  trouble. 

Reduces  washing  bills,  with  consequent  economy  in 
cost  of  replacement  of  napkins. 


Goddess  of 
Health. 


Samples  for  trial  supplied  free  to  any  Institution 
or  nurse  upon  application  to  the  manufacturers 


ROBINSON  &  SONS,  LTD., 

Wheat  Bridge  Mills,  CHESTERFIELD, 

or  to 

Miss  HAYNES,  Managferess, 

i68  OLD  STREET, 


LONDON,  E.C.  I.  :: 


Special  Discount  to  Nurses. 


PREFACE  TO  THE  ELEVENTH 
EDITION. 

This  Edition  of  the  Nurse’s  Dictionary  is  far 
more  comprehensive  than  any  previous  issue  ;  the 
text  has  been  thoroughly  revised,  amplified,  and 
brought  up  to  date,  in  an  attempt  to  make  it  of 
greater  value  to  all  nurses  as  a  Pocket  Companion. 

1925- 
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GAYLE 


THE  NEW  BUCKLAND 
DRESS. 

Nurse  Cloth  .  .  8/11 

White  Drill  .  .  11/9 

Poplin,  all  colours  .  14/11 
Alpaca,  all  colours  18/6 
Made  to  measure,  1/- 
extra. 


&  POPE, 

HIGH  STREET, 
MARYLEBONE,  W.  I. 

Three  minutes  from  Harley  Street 
or  Bond  Street  Tube  Station. 


Official  makers  of  the  State 
Registered  Uniform. 


Fine  Lawn  Hemstitched. 
27  inches  square 
31  inches  square 
36  inches  square 
V.A.D.,  27  X  19  . 

Or  in  ORGANDI— 

36  inches  square  . 

Heavy  Crepe  de  Chine — 

36  inches  square  . 

All  colours  in  stock. 


1/9 

2/3 

2/6 

1/4A 

2/11 

9/11 


Catalogue  sent  post  free  on 
request. 
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lEcjei'ton  Burnetts' 

materials  are  reliable,  the  workmanship  superior  and  dependable. 


No.  369- 

Can  be  worn  open  or  closed 
at  neck. 


Contractors  to  Queen  Victoria’s 
Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  and 
appointed  by  the  General  Nurs¬ 
ing  Council  to  supply  the  State 
Registered  Uniform. 
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COATS  FROM  52  6 

as  illustration. 

Made  expressly  to  measure  from 
Pure  Wool  Waterproof  “Royal" 
Navy  Serges  of  Great  Strength  and 
Durability.  Also  in  Gabardines,  etc. 

COSTUMES  FROM  69  6 

/ 

in  Serges,  Tweeds,  etc. 

“The  last  coat  you  made  me  is  still 
in  excellent  condition.” — Miss  J.  R.  P. 
Nevin.  16/11/27. 

CAPS  in  Waterproof  Serge, 
8  I  I .  Very  popular. 

Zephyrs,  Ginghams,  Hollands, 
Collars,  Cuffs,  etc. 


Patterns,  Measure  Forms, 
Price  List,  etc.,  on  request. 

EGERTON  BURNETTS, 

N.  Dept.,  Welling^ton,  Som. 


ABBREVIATIONS  OF  DEGREES,  DIPLOMAS 
AND  ARMY  MEDICAL  TITLES. 


A.D.M.S.  .  . 
A.H.P.  -  -  - 
A.H.S.  -  -  - 
A.M.O.  -  -  - 

A. M.S.  -  -  - 

B. A.,  A.B.  -  . 
B.A.O.  -  -  - 
B.C.,  B.S.,  B.Ch. 
B.Ch.D.,  B.D.S. 

B. Sc.  .... 

C. M.,  Ch.M.  . 

D. A.D.G.  -  - 

D.A.D.M.S.  - 
D.D.G.  .  -  - 
D.D.M.S.  -  - 
D.D.S.  -  .  . 
D.G.  .... 
D.M.D.  -  -  - 
D.M.S.  -  -  - 
D.O.  -  -  - 

D.P.H.  . 

D.Sc.  -  .  ■  . 
D.S.Sc,  -  ‘  - 
D.T.H.  .  ■  . 
D.T.M.  .  ■  . 
F.C.S  -  .  -  . 
F.I.C.  -  .  -  - 
F.R.C.P.  -  - 
F.R.C.P.E.  -  . 

F.R.C.P.I.  .  - 

F.R.C.S.  .  -  - 
F.R.C.S.E.  .  - 


F.R.C.S.I.  . 


F.R.F.P.S.G. 


Assistant  Director  of  Medical  Services. 
Assistant  House  Physician. 

Assistant  House  Surgeon. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Army  Medical  Service. 

Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Bachelor  of  Obstetrics. 

Bachelor  of  Surgery. 

Bachelor  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Bachelor  of  Science. 

Master  in  Surgery. 

Deputy  Assistant  Director-General. 

Deputy  Assistant  Director  of  Medical  Services 
Deputy  Director-General. 

Deputy  Director  of  Medical  Services. 

Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Director-General. 

Doctor  of  Dental  Medicine. 

Director  of  Medical  Services. 

Diplomate  in  Ophthalmology. 

Diplomate  in  Public  Health. 

Doctor  of  Science. 

Diplomate  in  Sanitary  Science. 

Diplomate  in  Tropical  Hygiene. 

Diplomate  in  Tropical  Medicine. 

Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society. 

Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
Edinburgh. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
Ireland. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
Edinburgh. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of 
Ireland. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Faculty  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society, 
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F.R.S. 
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F.R.S.E.  -  - 
F.R.S.M.-  -  -  - 
H.P. . 

H. S. . 

I. M.S. . 

K.H.P.  -  -  -  - 

K. H.S.  -  -  -  - 

L. A.H.  ...  - 
L.A.O.  ...  - 

L.Ch. . 

L.D.S.  -  -  -  - 

L.D.Sc.  -  .  -  - 
Lie.  Med.  -  -  • 

L.M. . 

L.M.S.  S.A.  -  - 

L.R.F.P.S.G. 

L.R.C.P.  -  -  ■ 
L.R.C.P.E.  -  -  - 

L.R.C.S.I.  -  -  - 

L.S.A. . 

L. S.Sc.  -  -  -  - 

M. A. . 

M.A.O.  -  -  -  - 

M.B. . 

M.C.,  M.S.,  M.Ch. 
M.D.  .  .  -  -  - 
M.Ch.D.,  M.D.S.  ■ 
M.O.H.  -  .  -  - 

M.R.C.P.  -  -  ■ 
M.R.C.S.  .  .  -  - 

M.S.A.  -  -  -  - 

P.M.O.  -  -  .  . 

P.V. . 

R.A.M.C.  ■  -  - 

R. M.O.  -  -  -  - 

Sc.D.  -  - 

S. M.O.  -  -  -  - 


Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh. 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine. 

House  Physician. 

House  Surgeon. 

Indian  Medical  Service. 

Honorary  Physician  to  the  King. 

Honorary  Surgeon  to  the  King. 

Licentiate  of  Apothecaries’  Hall,  Dublin. 
Licentiate  in  Obstetric  Science. 

Licentiate  in  Surgery. 

Licentiate  in  Dental  Surgery. 

Licentiate  in  Dental  Science. 

Licentiate  in  Medicine. 

Licentiate  in  Midwifery. 

Licentiate  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Society 
of  Apothecaries. 

Licentiate  of  the  Royal  Faculty  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  Glasgow. 

Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians 
of  Edinburgh. 

Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  Ireland. 

Licentiate  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
Licentiate  in  Sanitary  Science. 

Master  of  Arts. 

Master  of  Obstetrics. 

Bachelor  of  Medicine. 

Master  of  Surgery. 

Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Master  of  Dental  Surgery. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
Member  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries. 
Principal  Medical  Officer. 

Public  Vaccinator. 

Royal  Army  Medical  Corps. 

Regimental  Medical  Officer  (military)  ;  Resi¬ 
dent  Medical  Officer  (institutional). 

Doctor  of  Science. 

Senior  Medical  Officer. 


IX 


ABBREVIATIONS  OF  MEDICAL  TERMS  AS  USED 
BY  DOCTORS  IN  PRESCRIPTIONS,  &c. 


(Many  of  these  are  now  almost  obsolete,  though  a  few 
years  ago  they  were  in  common  use.) 


aa 

ana 

of  each. 

abs.  feb. 

absente  febre 

when  there  is  no  fever, 

a.c. 

ante  cibos 

before  meals. 

ad. 

adde 

add. 

ad  effect. 

ad  effectuin 

until  effectual. 

ad  gr.  acid. 

ad  gratam  aciditatem 

to  an  agreeable  acidity. 

ad  gr.  gust. 

ad  gratum  gustum 

to  an  agreeable  taste. 

ad  lib. 

ad  libitum 

to  the  desired  amount. 

ad  neut. 

ad  neutralizandum 

to  neutralisation. 

ad  sat. 

ad  saturandum 

to  saturation. 

ad  us. 

ad  usum 

according  to  custom, 

ad  us.  ext. 

ad  usum  externum 

for  external  use. 

adst.  feb. 

adstante  febre 

when  fever  is  present. 

asq. 

sequales 

equal. 

ag.  feb. 

aggrediente  febre 

when  the  fever  increases. 

agit.  ante  sum. 

agita  ante  sumendum 

shake  before  taking. 

alt.  dieb. 

alternis  diebus 

every  other  day. 

alt.  hor. 

alternis  boris 

every  other  hour. 

alt.  noct. 

alterna  nocte 

every  other  night, 

aq. 

aqua 

water. 

aq.  bull. 

aqua  bulliens 

boiling  water. 

aq.  cal. 

aqua  calida 

warm  water. 

aq.  dest. 

aqua  destillata 

distilled  water. 

aq.  frig. 

aqua  frigida 

cold  water. 

aq.  m.  pip. 

aqua  mentha;  piperitflR 

peppermint  water. 
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ABBREVIATIONS  OF  MEDICAL  TERMS. 


aq,  pur. 

aqua  pura 

pure  water. 

b. 

bowels. 

b.  d. 

bis  die 

twice  a  day. 

B.  P. 

— 

British  Pharmacopeia. 

bib. 

bibe 

drink. 

bis.  ind 

bis  indies 

twice  a  day. 

bis.  in  7d. 

bis  in  septem  diebus 

twice  a  week. 

b.  p. 

blood  pressure;  also  boil¬ 
ing  point. 

bull. 

bulliat 

let  it  boil. 

c. 

cum 

with. 

c. 

Centigrade  (temperature 
scale). 

cap. 

capiat 

let  him  take. 

cat. 

cataplasma 

a  poultice. 

c.  m. 

eras  mane 

to-morrow  morning. 

c.  m.  s. 

eras  mane  sumendus 

to  be  taken  to-morrow 
morning. 

c.  n. 

eras  nocte 

to-morrow  night. 

cito  disp. 

cito  dispensetur 

let  it  be  dispensed  quickly .. 

cochl. 

cochleare 

spoonful. 

cochl.  amp. 

cochleare  amplum 

tablespoonful. 

cochl.  infant. 

cochleare  infantis 

teaspoonful. 

cochl.  magn. 

cochleare  magnum 

tablespoonful. 

cochl.  med. 

cochleare  medium 

dessertspoonful. 

cochl.  mod. 

cochleare  modicum 

dessertspoonful. 

comp. 

compositus 

compounded  of. 

cong. 

congius 

gallon. 

cont.  rera 

continuantur  remedia 

let  the  medicines  be  con¬ 
tinued. 

cuj. 

cujus 

of  which. 

C.  V. 

eras  vespere 

to-morrow  night. 

cyath. 

cyathus 

glassful. 

cyath.  vinos. 

cyathus  vinosus 

wineglassful. 

D. 

dosis 

dose. 

d. 

da 

give. 

d.  d.  in  d. 

de  die  in  diem 

from  day  to  day. 

deaur.  pil. 

deaurentur  pilulae 

let  the  pills  be  gilded. 

det. 

detur 

let  it  be  given. 

dieb.  alt. 

diebus  alternis 

on  alternate  days. 

dil. 

dilue 

dilute. 

dim. 

dimidiuE 

half. 
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div. 

divide 

divide. 

div.  in  p.  aeq. 

divide  in  partes  aequales 

divide  into  equal  parts. 

d.  p. 

directione  propria 

with  proper  directions. 

don. 

donee 

until. 

emp. 

emplastrum 

a  piaster. 

en. 

enema. 

exhib. 

exbibeatur 

let  it  be  given. 

ext. 

extractum 

extract. 

ext.  liq. 

extractum  liquidum 

liquid  extract. 

F.  or  ft. 

fiat 

let  it  be  made 

Fahr. 

■' 

Fahrenheit  (temperature 
scale). 

f.  h. 

fiat  baustus 

make  a  draught. 

f.  m. 

fiat  mistura 

make  a  mixture. 

f.  p. 

fiat  pilula 

make  a  pill. 

gm. 

— 

gramme. 

gr- 

granum 

grain. 

gutt. 

gutta  or  guttae 

drop  or  drops. 

guttat.  or  gtt. 

guttatim 

drop  by  drop. 

hof.  decub. 

bora  decubitus 

at  bedtime. 

h.  n. 

hac  nocte 

to-night. 

b.  s. 

bora  somni 

at  bedtime. 

ind. 

indies 

daily. 

inf. 

infusum 

an  infusion. 

inj. 

injectio 

an  injection. 

lat.  dol. 

lateri  dolenti 

to  the  painful  side. 

m. 

misce 

mix. 

man.  pr. 

mane  primo 

early  in  the  morning. 

mit. 

mitte 

send. 

mod.  diet. 

modo  dicto 

as  prescribed. 

mod.  praes. 

modo  prasscripto 

in  the  manner  directed. 

mor.  sol. 

more  solito 

in  the  usual  manner. 

N.  or  noct. 

nocte 

at  night. 

ne  rep. 

ne  repetatur 

do  not  repeat. 

0. 

octarius 

a  pint. 

0.  alt.  hor. 

omnibus  alternis  horis 

every  other  hour. 

oct.  pars 

octava  pars 

an  eighth  part. 

ol. 

oleum 

oil. 

0.  m. 

omni  mane 

every  morning. 

omn.  bid. 

omnibus  bidendis 

every  two  days. 

omn.  bib. 

omni  bibora 

every  two  hours 

omn.  bor 

omni  bora 

xii 

every  hour. 

ABBREVIATIONS  OF  MEDICAL  TERMS. 


o. n. 

p. a. 

p.  a.  a. 

part.  aeq. 
p.  c. 
p.  r. 
p.  r.  n. 
prox  luc. 
pulv. 

p.  V. 

q.  d 

q.  1. 
q.  s. 
q.  V. 

quart,  pars 

K. 

rect. 

rep. 

rep.  sem. 

s. 

s.  a. 

sig. 

sing. 

8.  O.  S. 
ss. 
stat. 
sum. 


3.  V. 

s.  V.  gall. 

3.  V.  r. 

T. 

t.  d. 

tinct.  or  tr. 

ung. 

ur. 


Omni  nocte 

per  abdomen 

parti  affcctae  applicetur 

partes  sequales 
post  cibos 
per  rectum 
pro  re  nata 
proxima  luce 
pulvis 

per  vaginam 
quarter  in  die 
quantum  libet 
quantum  sufficit 
quantum  volueris 
quarts  pars 
recipe 
rectificatus 
repetatur 
repetatur  semel 
semis 

secundum  artem 

signetur 

singulorum 

si  opus  sit 

semi 

statim 

sumat  or  sumendum 

spiritus  vini 
spiritus  vini  gallia 
spiritus  vini  rectificatus 


ter  in  die 

tinctura 

unguentum 


every  night, 
by  the  abdomen, 
let  it  be  applied  to  the  af¬ 
fected  region, 
equal  parts, 
after  meals, 
by  the  rectum, 
as  occasion  arises, 
the  day  before, 
powder, 
by  the  vagina, 
four  times  a  day. 
as  much  as  is  wanted, 
as  much  as  is  required, 
at  will, 
a  fourth  part, 
take, 
rectified. 

let  it  be  repeated. 

let  it  be  repeated  once  only. 

half. 

by  skill. 

let  it  be  labelled, 
of  each, 
if  necessary, 
a  half. 

immediately. 

let  him  take,  or  let  it  be 
taken. 

spirits  of  wine, 
brandy. 

rectified  spirit. 

temperature. 

thrice  a  day. 

tincture. 

ointment. 

urine. 
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TABLES  OF  COMPAEATIVE  WEIGHTS  AND 
MEASURES,  &c. 


Measures  of  Length  (Unit  MAtre), 


Equal  to 

Inches. 

Feet. 

Yards. 

Fath’ms 

Miles. 

Millimetre  • 

0-03937 

0-003 

0-001 

0-000 

0-000 

•Centimetre  • 

0-39370 

0-032 

0-010 

0-006 

0-000 

Decimetre 

3-93700 

0-328 

0-109 

0-054 

0-000 

MfexRE  - 

39-37011 

3-280 

1-093 

0-546 

0-000 

Decametre  - 

393-70790 

32-808 

10-936 

5-468 

0-006 

Hectometre  - 

3937  07900 

328-089 

109-363 

64-681 

0-062 

Kilometre 

39370-79000 

3280-899 

1093-633 

546-816 

0-621 

Mjrriametre  - 

393707-90000 

32808-991 

10936-330 

6468-165 

6-213 

Measures  of  Weight  (Unit  Gramme). 


Equal  to 

Grains. 

Troy  Oz. 

Avoir.Lb. 

Cwt. — 
112  Lb. 

Tons 

—20 

Cwt. 

Milligramme 

0-01543 

0-000 

0-000 

0-000 

0-000 

Centigramme 

0-15432 

0-000 

0-000 

0-000 

0-000 

Decigramme  - 

1-54323 

0-003 

0-000 

0-000 

0-000 

■Gramme 

16-43235 

0-032 

0-002 

0-000 

0-000 

Decagramme 

164-32349 

0-321 

0-022 

0-000 

0-000 

Hectogramme 

1543-23488 

3-215 

0-220 

0-001 

0-000 

Kilogramme  - 

16432-34880 

32-160 

2-204 

0-019 

0-000 

Myriagramme 

1543-23-48800 

321-507 

22-046 

0-196 

0-009 

XIV 


Apothecaries’  Weight. 


20  Grains . 

. 1  Scruple.. 

. (3) 

8  Scruples . 

. 1  Drachm 

. (3) 

8  Drachms . 

. 1  Ounce.... 

. (5) 

12  Ounces . 

. 1  Pound ... 

. (Z&.) 

FLUID  MEASURE. 


1  Minim  =  1  Drop — Symbol  (ill) 

60  Minims  =  1  Drachm—  „  (3) 

8  Drachms  =  1  Ounce—  ,,  (5) 

•20  Ounces  =1  Pint —  „  (O) 

8  Pints  =1  Gallon—  ,,  (c) 

A  teaspoonful  is  about  a  drachm.  Two  tablespoonfuls  are 
about  an  ounce. 
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METHOD  OF  INDICATING  PRONUNCIATION 
USED  IN  “THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY”. 


In  a  Pocket  Dictionary  of  this  kind  the  method  of  indicating 
how  each  word  is  pronounced  must  be  not  only  accurate  but  simple. 
This  makes  it  impossible  to  use  any  of  the  elaborate  devices  em¬ 
ployed  in  so  many  Dictionaries.  In  this  new  edition  of  The  Nurse’s 
Pronouncing  Dictionary  we  have  endeavoured  to  improve  still 
further  the  simple  system  which  Nurses  have  found  so  useful; 
and  to  make  the  information  as  exact  and  accurate  as  we  can. 

What  is  it  that  we  want  to  know  when  we  look  up  the  pronun¬ 
ciation  of  a  word  ?  Almost  invariably  one  of  three  things  :  (i)  on 
■which  syllable  the  stress  or  emphasis  comes ;  (2)  whether  certain 
^^owels  are  “  long  "  or  “  short  ”  ;  (3)  whether  certain  consonants  are 
“  hard  ”  or  “  soft  ”. 

For  example ; — 

(1)  Do  we  say  abdomen  or  abdomen?  We  indicate  this,  as  in 
all  previous  editions  of  the  Dictionary,  by  printing  the  accent  ' 
immediately  after  the  syllable  which  is  stressed  or  emphasised. 
So  we  print 

abdo'men. 

(2)  Do  we  say  adre'nalin  or  adree'nalin  ?  acrophoe'bia  or  aero- 
phobb'ia  ?  The  most  simple  and  convenient  way  is  to  divide  the 
vowels  into  “long”  and  “short”  vowels,  and  to  mark  the  former 
-  and  the  latter  with  So  we  print 

adre'nalin 

acrophS'bia. 

But  it  must  not  be  thought  that  a  vowel  is  always  long  because 
it  is  stressed.  Thus  cetiology  is  pronounced 

aetiS'logy 
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(3)  Do  we  pronounce  Leucin  or  Eutocia  with  a  hard  or  a  soft 
“  c  ”  ?  There  is  no  difficulty  about  showing  this  by  using  K  or  S. 
So  we  print 

Leu'sin 

EutS'kia. 

Using  these  simple  means  we  believe  that  we  give  in  The 
Nurse’s  Pronouncing  Dictionary  an  accurate  and  easily  understood 
guide  to  the  pronunciation  of  all  the  doubtful  words. 

It  is  well  to  add  that  many  scientific  and  medical  terms  are 
pronounced  in  different  ways  by  equally  well-educated  people. 


LIST  OF  SIGNS. 


e  = 


«  = 


i  = 


i  = 


o  = 


0  = 


u 

u 


the  sound  of  a  in  name, 

»»  »»  n  ^  II 

t.  M  e  M  scene. 

Tl  II  ®  II 

,,  „  i  „  mind. 

t»  •»  I  Tt  hfit, 

,,  „  o  ..  tone. 

II  II  II  o  II  lot. 

II  II  II  U  ,,  rule. 

II  II  ,1  u  .1  but. 


hard  c  is  denoted  by  k  { 

as  in  kite). 

soft  c  II 

II  8  ( 

II  sea). 

hard  g  n 

I.  ?  ( 

1.  ^0). 

soft  g 

I.  T  ( 

II  joy). 

hard  s  ,, 

II  S  ( 

,,  sea). 

soft  s  ,, 

II  Z  ( 

„  zeal). 
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COMPAKISON  OF  CBNTIGEADE  AND 
FAHRENHEIT  THERMOMETRIC 


SCALES. 


Boiling  point  =  212°  F.  =  100°  C. 

To  convert  degrees  F.  into  degrees  C.  deduct 
32,  multiply  by  5,  and  divide  by  9. 

To  convert  degrees  C.  into  degrees  F.  multiply 
by  9,  divide  by  6,  and  add  32  to  the  result. 

Freezing  point  =  32°  F.  =  0°  C. 

N.T.  =  98-4°  F.  =  37°  C. 


C. 

100 

95 

90 

85 

80 

75 

70 

65 

60 

55 

50 

45 

40 

35 

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 

0 

5 

10 

15 

18 


F. 

212 

203 

194 

185 

176 

167 

158 

149 

140 

131 

122 

113 

104 

95 

86 

77 

68 

59 

50 

41 

32 

23 

14 

5 

0 
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A. 

Abdo'tnen  (ab-do'-men).  The  | 
belly;  a  cavity  containing  the 
stomach  and  intestines,  the  I 


(i)  Epigastrium;  (2)  Umbilical 
region;  (3)  Hypo|;astrium ; 
(4)  Hypochondrium  ;  (5) 

Lumbar  region;  (6)  In¬ 
guinal  region. 


liver,  kidneys,  spleen,  pan¬ 
creas,  and  other  viscera,  in¬ 
cluding  the  female  organs  of 
reproduction,  the  uterus, 
ovaries,  and  Fallopian  tubes. 
Its  upper  boundary  is  the 
diaphragm,  its  lower  the  floor 
of  the  pelvis;  posteriorly  lies 
the  spine,  and  in  front  and 
at  the  sides  it  is  shut  in  by 
walls  of  muscle.  Pendulous 
abdomen  is  a  condition  in 
which,  owing  to  a  weak  or  re¬ 
laxed  state  of  the  muscles  of 
the  anterior  abdominal  walls, 
the  pregnant  uterus  falls  for¬ 
ward  and  projects  much  more 
than  usual. 

AbdSm'inal  (ab-dom'-in-al). 
Pertaining  to  the  abdomen. 

Abdomino-Perine'al  Excision 
of  Rectum — for  cancer  of  rectum 
— is  a  combined  operation.  The 
growth  and  glands  are  freed  by 
an  abdominal  operation  and 
then  removed  through  a  perineal 
incision.  The  lower  end  of  the 


I 


I 


Abd 
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Acc 


bowel  left,  remains  as  a  per¬ 
manent  Colostomy. 

Abdu'cent  Nerves  (ab-dew'- 
sent  nervs).  The  6th  pair  of 
cranial  nerves. 

Abduct'  (ab-dukt').  To  draw 
away  from  the  midline. 

Abduc'tion.  The  act  of  moving 
a  limb  away  from  the  middle 
line  of  the  body. 

Abduc'tor  (ab-duk'tor).  A  mus¬ 
cle  which  draws  a  limb  from 
the  median  line  of  the  body.  j 

Aberra'tion  (ab-er-a'-shun).  I 
Deviation  from  the  normal. 
A.,  mental,  mental  disturb¬ 
ance  or  peculiarity. 

Abla'tion  (ab-la'-shun).  Taking  | 
away,  excision. 

Abnor'mal  (ab-nor'-mal).  i 
Irregular,  unusual.  j 

Abortifa'cient  (a-bor-ti-fasi'-  I 
ent).  A  drug  taken  for  the  , 
purpose  of  procuring  abor¬ 
tion. 

Abor'tion  (a-bor'-shun).  Dis-  j 
charge  of  the  gestation  sac  j 
from  the  pregnant  uterus,  be-  ; 
fore  the  foetus  is  viable.  ! 
Abortion  may  be  complete, 
-or  incomplete ;  it  may  be 
threatened,  or  inevitable,  ac-  : 
cording  as  the  cervix  has  or 
has  not  dilated.  Finally  it  may  j 
be  missed :  that  is,  the  foetus  j 
may  be  dead,  but  may  not  be 
discharged  for  weeks  or  j 
months.  Tu  bal  A.  When 
an  ovum  developing  in  the 
Fallopian  Tube  becomes  de¬ 
tached,  and  is  thrown  off 
through  the  abdominal  ostium 


of  the  tube  into  the  Pouch  of 
Douglas. 

Abra  sion  (ab-ray'-zhun).  A 
superficial  injury  to  the  skin 
or  any  mucous  membrane. 

Ab'scess  (ab'ses).  A  collection 
of  pus  in  a  cavity,  the  result  of 
inflammation. 

Absciss'ion  (ab-sish'-un).  Ex¬ 
cision.  Removal  of  a  part. 

Absin'thism  (ab-sin'-thizm). 
Chronic  poisoning  from  indul¬ 
gence  in  absinthe.  Hallucina¬ 
tions,  restlessness  at  night, 
and  even  epileptiform  seizures 
may  follow. 

Absorb'ents  (ab-sorb'-ents). 
Gauze  and  other  dressings 
which  suck  up  moisture. 

Acap'nia  (ay-kap-ne-a).  A  di¬ 
minution  of  the  amount  of 
CO2  in  the  blood. 

Acar'dia  (a  kar'-de-ah).  Con¬ 
genital  absence  of  the  heart. 

Acar'dtacfa-kar'-di-ak).  Having 
no  heart.  An  acardiac  monster 
has  two  bodies,  but  only  one 
heart  which  supplies  blood  to 
both. 

Ac'arus  (ak'a-rus).  The  name 
of  a  group  of  animal  parasites. 
A.  scabiei  is  the  parasite  of 
“  itch  ”. 

Accidental  Haemorrhage. 

Bleeding  from  the  pregnant 
uterus  in  the  later  months  of 
pregnancy,  not  due  to  placenta 
prasvia.  It  may  be  concealed, 
when  the  bleeding  remains 
internal ;  or  external,  when 
the  blood  escapes  by  the 
vagina. 


a 


Acc 
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Accommoda'tion.  In  ophthal¬ 
mic  surgery  this  means  the  act 
of  adjusting  the  lens  of  the  eye 
for  vision  at  any  distance  less 
than  twenty  feet ;  this  act  is 
carried  out  by  the  ciliary 
muscle  inside  the  eye. 

Accouch'elir  (ak-koosh'-ur). 
An  obstetrician;  accoucheuse, 
a  midwife. 

Accu'mulator  (ak-kew'mu-la- 
ter).  An  apparatus  for  col¬ 
lecting  and  storing  electricity. 

A.C.  E.  Mixture.  An  anaes¬ 
thetic  :  I  part  alcohol,  2 
parts  chloroform,  and  3  parts 
ether,  by  volume. 

Aceph'alus  (a-kef'-alus).  See 
Anencepha  lus. 

Acetab'ulum  (a-se-tab'yu-lum). 
The  cup-like  socket  into  which 
the  head  of  the  femur  fits. 


(Showing  Acetabulum.) 

Acetan'illde  (a-set-an'-e-lide). 
An  antipyretic  drug;  also 
known  as  antifebrin. 

Acit'ic  (a-se'tik).  The  acid  of 
vinegar. 


Acetone  (ass'-e-tone).  A 
volatile  liquid  much  used  in 
the  preparation  of  the  patient’s 
skin  before  operation,  and  also 
for  disinfecting  foul  ulcerat¬ 
ing  surfaces  such  as  that  of 
advanced  carcinoma  of  the 
cervix  uteri.  This  substance  is 
excreted  in  the  urine  in  condi¬ 
tions  of  acidosis  caused  by 
starvation,  extreme  vomiting  or 
diabetes.  Test  for  acetone. 
Take  5  c.c.  urine  in  a  test  tube, 
add  some  solid  ammonium  sul¬ 
phate  and  a  few  drops  of  a  5  per 
cent,  solution  of  sodium  nitro- 
prusside,  then  a  few  drops  of 
ammonium  hydroxide.  A 
purple  colour  develops  if  acetone 
is  present,  which  deepens  on 
standing. 

Acetosalicylic  Acid  (ass-ee'- 
toe-sally-sill'-ik  acid).  See 
Aspirin. 

Achil'Ies  Ten'don  (a-kiT-leez 
ten'-don).  The  large  tendon 
going  down  to  the  heel. 

Achlorhydria  (ay-klor-high'- 
dre-a).  Absence  of  hydro¬ 
chloric  acid  in  the  gastric 
juice. 

AchO'lia  (a-kol'-i-a).  Absence  of 
bile. 

AchOlu  ria  (a-kol-u'-re-ah).  The 
absence  of  bile  pigment  from 
the  urine. 

Achondroplasia  (a-kon'-dro- 
play'-ze-a).  A  form  of  arrested 
development  of  the  long  bones, 
leading  to  dwarfism.  The  in- 


3 


Aci 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Act 


tellect  is  not  affected  in  this 
form  of  dwarfism. 

Ac'id  (ass'-id).  A  substance  cap¬ 
able  of  uniting  with  alkalies, 
which  when  liquid  has  a  sour 
taste,  and  turns  blue  litmus 
paper  red.  Vinegar  and  lemon 
juice  contain  adds. 

Acidity  (ass-id'-it-e).  The  pro¬ 
portion  of  acid  in  a  given  sub¬ 
stance.  Thus  gastric  juice 
contains  normally  o'2  per  cent, 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  and  any 
marked  departure  from  this 
standard  may  indicate  the 
presence  of  disease  of  the 
stomach. 

Acido'sis  (ass-id-o'-sis).  Atoxic 
condition  believed  to  be  due 
to  diminished  alkalinity  of 
the  blood.  The  condition  oc¬ 
curs  in  association  with  aceto- 
nuria  and  is  due  to  the  same 
causes.  The  acids  found  in 
the  blood  and  urine  are  JS.  oxy- 
butyric  and  diacetic.  The 
presence  of  diacetic  acid  in  the 
urine  is  shown  by  a  purple 
colour  which  appears  when  a 
few  drops  of  liquor  ferri  per- 
chloridi  are  added. 

Ac'ne  (ak'-ne).  Inflammation  of 
the  glands  of  the  skin,  causing 
the  formation  of  little  pustules ; 
usually  seen  on  the  faces  and 
o\’er  the  backs  of  adolescents. 

Ac'onite  lak'o-nite).  A  poison¬ 
ous  plant,  the  deadly  night¬ 
shade,  sometimes  used  as  a 
depressant. 

Aconitine  (ak-on'-it-een).  The 
active  principle  of  aconite;  a 
very  deadly  poison. 

4 


I  Acou  stic  (ak-kow-stik).  Relat¬ 
ing  to  sound  or  the  sense  of 
hearing. 

Acquired.  Contracted  after 
birth,  not  congenital. 

Ac'rid  (akTid).  Sharp,  burn¬ 
ing. 

AcromSg-'aly  (ak-rd-meg'-a-le). 
A  disease  marked  by  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  face,  hands  and 
feet,  and  due  to  a  pathological 
condition  of  the  pituitary 
gland.  The  commonest  form 
of  gigantism. 

Acro'mion  (a'-kro'-me-on).  The 
outward  extremity  of  the  spine 
of  the  scapula  ;  it  forms  the 
point  of  the  shoulder. 

Acrophobia  (ak-ro-fo'-be-ah). 
Morbid  fear  of  being  at  a 
height. 

Ac'tinism  (ak'-tin-izm).  The 
chemical  action  of  light- 
rays. 

Actinocuti'tis  (ak-tin-o-ku-ti'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  skin 
from.  X-rays. 

Actinoniyco'sis  (ak-tin-o-my- 
ko'-sis).  Disease  of  the  jaw, 
lungs  or  intestines,  caused  by 
the  presence  of  the  ray  fungus. 

Activa'tor  (ak-te-vay'-tor).  A 
physical  or  chemical  agent 
which  precipitates  some  re¬ 
action  in  which  the  activator 
itself  does  not  take  part. 

Active  Movements.  A  term 
in  massage  used  to  denote  a 
movement  done  by  the  patient 
or  with  help  from  the  masseuse. 
An  active  movement  requires  a 
voluntary  effort,  and  muscular 
action  takes  place. 


Act 
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Ac'tual  Cau'tery  (akt'-u-al 
kaw'ter-e).  The  red  or  white 
hot  iron. 

Acupres'sure  (ak-u-presh'- 
ure).  Arrest  of  bleeding  by 
means  of  long  pins,  passed 
under  the  course  of  the  ar¬ 
tery. 

Acupunc'ture  (ak-u-pungk'- 
tuyr).  Insertion  of  needles 
to  treat  certain  diseases. 

Acute  (ak-yoof).  Having  severe 
symptoms. 

Acute  Yellow  Atrophy  (at'-ro- 
fe)  of  the  liver,  secondary  to 
phosphorus  poisoning  or  preg¬ 
nancy — characteri.sed  by  small 
liver,  jaundice,  to.xasmia,  and 
high  mortality. 

Adam’s  Operation.  Section 
of  neck  of  femur. 

Addison’s  Disease.  A  disease 
of  the  supra-renal  capsule 
causing  incurable  ansemia, 
vomiting,  and  a  bronzed  state 
of  the  skin. 

Ad'ductor  (ad'-duk-tor).  A 
muscle  which  draws  towards 
the  median  line  of  the  body. 

Adenec'tomy  (ad-en-ek'to-me). 
Excision  of  a  gland. 

Adeni'tis  (ad-en-eye'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  a  lymphatic 
gland  or  glands. 

Ad'enocele  (ad'-ee-no-seel). 
Glandular  tumour. 

Ad'enoid  (ad'en-oid).  Resem¬ 
bling  a  gland.  Commonly 
applied  to  a  tissue  in  the 
nasopharynx,  which  when 
swollen  forms  adenoid  vegeta¬ 
tions. 


Adeno'ma  (ad-en-o'-ma).  A 
tumour  of  glandular  structure. 
A.  tnyo'ma,  an  innocent 
tumour  composed  of  gland  and 
muscle  tissue.  A.  carcinoma 
(kar-so-no'-ma).  A  malignant 
tumour  composed  of  gland 
tissue. 

Ad'enomyo’ma.  An  innocent 
tumour  of  mixed  glandular 
and  muscular  structure. 

Ad'eps  (ad'eps).  Lard. 

Adher'ent  (ad-heer'-ent). 

Fixed  firmly  to.  An  adherent 
placenta  is  one  which  cannot 
be  delivered  from  the  uterus 
after  the  birth  of  the  child  with¬ 
out  internal  manipulations. 

Adhe'sion  (ad-he'zhun).  A 
matting  together  of  tissues. 

Adiaphoret'ic  (a-di-a-for-et'- 
ik).  Reducing  perspiration. 

Ad'ipocere  (ad'-ip-o-seer).  A 
wax-like  substance  occurring 
in  bodies  which  have  long  been 
dead. 

Ad'ipose  (atj'-e-pose).  Fatty. 

Ad'Itus  (ad'-it-us).  An  entrance. 
A  portal. 

Ad'juvant.  A  secondary^  in¬ 
gredient  in  a  prescription, 
aiding  the  chief  drug. 

Adnex'a  (ad-nek'-sa).  Append¬ 
ages.  Usually  applied  to  the 
uterine  appendages,  i.e.,  fallo¬ 
pian  tubes  and  broad  liga¬ 
ments. 

Adole.s'cence  (ad-o-les'sens). 
The  period  between  puberty 
and  maturity.  From  14  to  21 
in  a  man,  12  to  18  in  a 
woman. 
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Adre'nal  (ad-re'-nal).  A  small 
ductless  gland  closely  attached 
to  the  upper  end  of  each  kid¬ 
ney.  Same  as  Supra-renal, 
which  see. 

Adre'nalin  (ad-re'-na-Iin). 
Trade  name  for  a  preparation 
of  suprarenal  extract  made  by 
one  particular  firm. 

Adult'.  A  person  who  has 
reached  the  age  of  maturity.  i 

Advance'ment.  An  operation 
for  the  cure  of  squint.  The 
procedure  consists  in  divid¬ 
ing  one  of  the  eye  muscles  at 
its  insertion  into  the  eyeball 
and  reattaching  it  further  for¬ 
ward. 

Adventi'tia  (ad-ven-tish'a). 
Outer  coat  of  an  artery. 

Adynam'ic  (ad-i-nam'-ik). 
Wanting  power. 

/Egfoph'ony  (e-go-f'o-ne).  A 
bleating  sound  heard  on  aus¬ 
cultation  of  the  chest  in  certain 
morbid  conditions. 

/Equa'tor  Oc'uli.  The  line 
formed  by  the  lids  when  the 
eyes  are  closed  ;  or  the  great¬ 
est  circle  that  can  be  drawn 
upon  the  eyeball. 

A'ero'bic  (a-e-ro'-bik).  Requir¬ 
ing  free  oxygen  or  air  to  sup¬ 
port  life. 

A'erothermother'apy  (a-e-ro- 
ther-mo-ther'ap-e).  Treat¬ 
ment  by  means  of  hot  air 
currents. 

/Cscula'pius  (ees-ku-lay'-pi-us). 
A  Greek  god.  Regarded  as 
the  founder  of  the  art  of 
healing. 
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/4Bsthesio' meter  (ees-theez-i- 
om-eter).  Instrument  used  in 
nerve  testing. 

/Etihl'ogy  (e-te-ol'o-je).  The 
science  of  the  causation  of 
disease. 

Afeb'rile  (a-feb'-ril).  Without 
fever. 

Af'ferent  (af'er-ent).  Convey- 
i  ing  from  surface  to  centre ; 
applied  to  the  lymphatic  ves¬ 
sels  and  to  sensory  nerves. 

Affu'sion  (af-few'-shun).  The 
pouring  of  water  on  the 
body. 

After-birth.  The  placenta, 
cord,  and  membranes  as  ex¬ 
pelled  after  labour. 

After-pains.  Pains  from 
uterine  contraction  following 
labour. 

Agalac'tia  (ag-a-lak'-te-a). 
Lack  of  milk  in  a  mother. 

A'gar=a'gar.  A  gelatinous 
substance  prepared  from  sea¬ 
weed  and  used  by  bacterio¬ 
logists  for  the  cultivation  of 
micro-organisms.  It  is  also 
used  in  medicine  as  a  laxa¬ 
tive. 

Ag'aric  (ag'-a-rik).  A  species 
of  fungus  used  as  a  medicine  in 
epilepsy,  skin  diseases  and 
night  sweats. 

Agenne'sia  (aj-en-e'-ze-a).  Im¬ 
potence,  sexual  imperfection. 

Ageu'sia  (a-ju'-se-a).  Loss  of 
power  to  taste. 

Agglutina'tion.  A  pheno¬ 
menon  observed  in  bacterio¬ 
logy  in  which  bacteria,  under 
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the  influence  of  certain  anti¬ 
toxins,  clump  together. 

Agglutinin  (ag-glu'e-tin-in).  A 
substance  which  can  cause 
agglutination. 

Agiutrtion  (ag-lu-tish'un).  In¬ 
ability  to  swallow. 

Agomphi'asis  (a-gom-fi'-a-sis). 
Looseness  of  the  teeth. 

A'gbrapho'bia  (a'gor-af-o'- 
be-a).  Fear  of  open  spaces  ; 
a  symptom  of  some  cases  of 
psychasthenia, 

Agraph'la  (ag-raf'e-a).  Loss 
of  the  power  of  writing. 

Agrippi'nus  (Partus)  (a-grip- 
pi'-nus  par-tus).  Foot  pre¬ 
sentation  in  labour. 

Agryp'nia  (a-grip'ne-a).  In¬ 
somnia,  sleeplessness. 

A'gue.  Malaria.  An  intermit¬ 
tent  fever  transmitted  by  mos¬ 
quitoes;  attended  by  alternate 
hot  and  shivering  fits.  If  the 
fits  occur  every  24  hours  it  is 
called  quotidian  ague  ;  if  every 
48  hours,  tertian  ague  ;  if  72  ' 
hours,  quartan  ;  if  96  hours,  j 
quintan. 

Air  Bed.  A  mattress  made  of 
india-rubber  and  filled  with  air. 

Air  Cushions.  Cushions  of 
various  shapes  made  of  india- 
rubber  and  filled  with  air. 

Air  Hunger.  Gasping  for 
breath;  a  phenomenon  seen 
after  very  severe  haemorrhage, 
such  as  with  placenta  praevia, 
post-partum  haemorrhage,  etc. 

Ala'iia  (a-la'-le-a).  Loss  of 
speech  due  to  muscular  defect 
or  paralysis. 


I  A'la  Na'si.  The  outer  side  of 
the  external  nostril. 

Albi'no  (al-bee'no).  A  person 
I  with  white  hair,  fair  skin,  and 
!  pink  eyes  ;  due  to  pigmentary 
I  deficiency. 

Albu'go  (al-bu'-go).  White 
spot  on  the  cornea  of  the  eye. 
Albu'min  (al-bu'-min).  A  pro- 
teid  substance  which  coagu¬ 
lates  on  heating. 

Albumin  Water.  Remove  the 
specks  from  the  whites  of  two 
eggs  ;  beat  them  up  well ;  add 
I  half  a  pint  of  cold  boiled  water. 

with  a  little  salt,  and  beat  all 
I  together.  Always  strain  be¬ 
fore  use  ;  lemon  juice  may  be 
'  added  to  flavour. 

Albu'minoid  Disease  (al-bu'- 
min-oid  diz-eze).  See  Amyloid 
Degeneration. 
Albuminu'ria  (al-bu-min-u'- 
re-a).  A  condition  marked  by 
the  appearance  of  albumin  (a 
substance  resembling  white 
of  egg)  in  the  urine.  Bright’s 
disease.  Test  for  albumin  : 
boil  the  upper  layers  of  urine 
in  a  test  tube,  and  add  a  drop 
of  dilute  acetic  acid:  _  any 
cloudy  precipitate  remaining 
in  the  boiled  layer,  which  can 
be  compared  with  the  un¬ 
boiled  portion  beneath,  is 
albumin.  Or  take  some  pure 
fuming  nitric  acid  in  a  test 
tube,  and  drop  urine  on  to 
it  with  a  pipette.  A  cloudy, 
non-crystalline  precipitate  at 
the  line  of  junction  of  the  two 
fluids  is  albumin. 
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Al'bumose  (aT-bu-moze).  A 
substance  intermediate  be¬ 
tween  an  albumin  and  a 
peptone,  formed  in  gastric 
digestion. 

Albumosu'ria  (al-bu-mo-su'- 
re-a).  Presence  of  albumose 
in  the  urine. 

Alcohol  (al-ko-h'ol).  Techni¬ 
cally  the  hydroxides  of  a  great 
number  of  organic  radicles 
are  known  as  alcohols :  a 
mixture  of  these  hydroxides 
is  present  in  intoxicating 
drinks ;  the  hydroxide  of  ethyl 
(C2H5OH)  usually  predomin¬ 
ates. 

ATcohoIism  (al'-ko-hol-izm).  A 
morbid  state  produced  by  ex¬ 
cessive  drinking  of  alcoholic 
drinks. 

Alem'broth  (a-lem'-broth).  A 
compound  of  mercury  and  am¬ 
monium  chloride ;  disinfectant. 
Used  to  impregnate  wool, 
gauze,  lint,  and  bandages  for 
surgical  dressings  ;  such  dress¬ 
ings  are  usually  coloured  blue 
to  be  easily  distinguished  from 
others. 

Alexander’s  Operation.  In 
gynascology,  shortening  the 
round  ligaments. 

Alex'ia  (a-leks'-e-ah).  Inabil¬ 
ity  to  read  owing  to  a  lesion — 
usually  of  the  left  side — of  the 
brain. 

Alex'ins  (al-ex'-ins).  Albumin¬ 
ous  cell  substances  supposed 
to  have  germicidal  properties. 

Alge'sia  (al-je'-se-a).  Sensi¬ 
bility  to  pain. 
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Algesio'meter.  Instrument 
used  in  nerve  testing. 

Aliena'tion  (al-yen-a'-shun). 
Insanity. 

A'lienist  (al'-yen-ist).  One  who 
studies  mental  disorders. 

Alimen'tary  (al-i  -  men'-  tar-y). 
Pertaining  to  the  absorption 
of  nourishment.  The  alimen¬ 
tary  canal  is  the  whole  diges¬ 
tive  tract,  extending  from  the 
mouth  to  the  anus. 

Al'Iquant  (al'e-kwant).  As 
much  as.  » 

Al'kali  (al'ka-li).  A  substance 
which  combines  with  an  acid 
to  form  a  salt,  and  with  a  fat 
to  form  a  soap.  Turns  red  lit¬ 
mus  paper  to  blue.  Ammonia, 
soda  and  potash  are  alkalies. 

Al'kaline.  Containing  alkali. 
Blood  and  milk  and  saliva  are 
normally  slightly  alkaline. 

Aikalin'ity  (al-ka-lin'-it-e). 
Proportion  of  alkali  in  a  given 
substance. 

Al'kaloid  (al'-ka-loid).  An  or¬ 
ganic  substance  having  some 
of  the  properties  of  an  alkali, 
especially  that  of  combining 
with  an  acid.  Morphine  and 
quinine  are  examples  of 
alkaloids. 

Alkap'ton  (al-kap'-ton).  A  ni¬ 
trogenous  substance  derived 
from  the  decomposition  of  pro- 
teids. 

Alkapton'urla.  The  presence 
of  alkapton  in  the  urine. 

Allan'tois  (al  lan'-to-is).  A  tem¬ 
porary  structure  formed  during 
the  development  of  the  embryo. 
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decidual  membrane 


Diagram  of  Early  Ovum 
showing  the  allantois. 

Allan'totSx'icum  (al-lan'-to- 
tox'-e-kum).  A  poisonous  sub¬ 
stance  which  develops  in  putre¬ 
fying  sausages. 

AlTergy  (al-er'-gee).  Alteration 
of  the  reactivity  of  an  infected 
person  to  a  second  dose  of  the 
same  infection. 

Allochi'ria  (al-o-ki'-re-ah).  A 
condition  of  disease  in  which  if 
one  limb  be  stimulated  the 
patient  refers  the  sensation  to 
the  other  corresponding  limb,  j 

AllCp'athy  (al-lop'-a-the).  ! 
Quack  name  for  the  ordinary 
system  of  medical  treatment.  ; 

Alloy'.  An  intimate  combina-  | 
tion  of  two  or  more  metals  , 
obtained  by  fusing  them  to-  j 
gether.  ■ 

Al'oes  (al'-oze).  A  vegetable  I 
laxative  drug  of  bitter  taste  ;  j 
ingredient  of  most  of  the  | 
advertised  patent  pills.  | 

Al'oin.  (al'-o-in).  A  glucoside  . 


which  is  the  active  principle  of 
aloes.  Aloin  acts  as  a  purga¬ 
tive  mainly  by  stimulation  of 
the  lower  bowel. 

Alope'cia  (al-o-pe'-se-a).  Ab¬ 

sence  of  hair,  baldness. 

Al'terative  (ol'-ter-a-tiv).  A 
remedy  which  changes  nutri¬ 
tion  by  an  unknown  process. 

Alternating:  Current.  See 

“  Electric  Current 

Alternation  of  Generation. 
A  form  of  reproduction  which 
occurs  in  certain  low  forms  of 
animal  life,  and  in  which  one 
generation  reproduces  sexually 
while  the  succeeding  genera¬ 
tion  reproduces  asexually. 

Al'um.  Sulphate  of  alumina  and 
ammonia.  Very  astringent, 
slightly  emetic. 

Alumln'ium.  A  white  metal  of 
low  specific  gravity. 

AIvS'Oli  (al-ve'-o-li).  The  sock¬ 
ets  of  the  teeth. 

Al'ypin.  A  local  anesthetic. 

Amarg:am.  An  alloy  of  mer¬ 
cury  and  some  other  metals 
applied  to  the  rubbing  cushions 
of  electric  machines. 

Amauro'sis  (am-aw-ro'sis). 
Blindness  from  disease  or  de¬ 
fect  of  the  nervous  system  of 
the  eye. 

Arnbidex'trous  (am-bi-deks'- 
trous).  Equally  skilful  with 
each  hand. 

Amblyo'pia  (am-bli-o'-pi-a). 
Indistinct  vision ;  approaching 
blindness. 

Am'bocep'tor  (am'-bo-sep'-tor). 
A  substance  which  has  the 
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specific  power  of  binding 
“  complement  ”  (which  see 
also)  to  the  cell  or  bacterium 
for  which  the  amboceptor  is 
specific.  (See  also  Ehrlich’s 
Theory.) 

Ambrine.  A  paraffin  prepara¬ 
tion  used  in  the  treatment  of 
burns. 

Am'bulance.  A  vehicle  for  the 
conveyance  of  sick  and 
wounded.  i 

Am'bulatory  (am'bu-la-to-re). 
Relating  to  walking ;  moving 
about. 

Amenorrhoe'a  (a-men-o-re'-a). 
Absence  of  the  menses. 

Amen'tia  (a-men'she-a).  Ab¬ 
sence  of  intellect ;  idiocy. 

Amgtrb'pia  (am-e-tro'-pe-a). 
Defective  vision  due  to  ab¬ 
normal  form  or  refractive 
power  of  the  eye. 

Ammo'nia  (am-mo'-ne-a).  A 
volatile  alkali  with  a  pungent 
odour.  Stimulant ;  also  used 
as  an  expectorant. 

Amne'sia  (am-ne'-si-a).  Loss 
of  memory. 

Am'nion  (am'-ne-on).  The  sac 
directly  encircling  the  foetus  in 
utero.  (See  Diagram  of  Early 
Ovum,  p.  9,) 

Amniot'ic  Fluid.  See  Liquor  | 
Amnii.  i 

Amce'ba  (am-ee-ba).  A  micro-  j 
scopic  unicellular  parasite, 
one  variety  of  which  causes  j 
amoebic  dysentery.  i 

Amoebi'asis.  Infection  with  1 
pathogenic  amoebae.  j 

Ampere  (ahm-pare).  Unitmea-  I 


sure  of  strength  of  electric 
current. 

Amphbr'ic  Res'onance  (am- 
for'-ik  rez'o-nans).  A  sound 
heard  on  auscultation  like  that 
produced  by  blowing  into  a 
decanter. 

-Amphbter'ic  (am-fo-ter'-ic). 
Having  the  power  of  turning 
red  litmus  blue  and  blue  litmus 
red. 

Ampoule  (am'-pool).  A  small 
sealed  phial  containing  some 
drug  or  solution  ready  steril¬ 
ised  for  use ;  as  for  instanc 
stovaine,  or  pituitrin,  or  ergot. 

Amputa'tion  (am-pu-ta'-shun). 
The  removal  of  a  limb  or 
organ.  It  is  termed  primary 
if  performed  immediately  after 
the  injury;  secondary  if  per¬ 
formed  later. 

Amyasth§n'ia  (am-i-as-then'- 
e-a).  Marked  loss  of  mus¬ 
cular  power. 

Am'yl  (am'-il).  A  radical  com¬ 
posed  of  carbon  and  hydrogen. 
Amyl  nitrite  is  sometimes  in¬ 
haled  (5  drops  on  lint)  in 
angina  pectoris,  epilepsy,  &c. ; 
it  should  be  given  when  the 
patient  is  lying  down. 

Am'3Toid  Degenera'tion  (am'- 
e-loid  de-jen-er-a'shun).  De¬ 
generation  of  tissues  of  blood¬ 
vessels,  spleen,  liver,  &c., 
which  become  wax-like. 

Amylum.  Starch. 

Amyoton'ia  (a-mi-o-tone'-e-a). 
A  form  of  muscular  feeble¬ 
ness  or  paralysis,  often  con¬ 
genital. 
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Amyotroph'ic  (am-e-o-trof'-ik). 
Pertaining  to  muscular  at¬ 
rophy. 

Anacid'ity  (an-as-id-it-e).  De¬ 
ficiency  of  acid. 

AnacrOt'ic  (an-a-krot'-ik). 
Term  applied  to  a  pulse  v/hich 
vibrates  at  its  greatest  expan¬ 
sion  ;  marked  on  the  upward 
line  by  the  sphygmograph. 

Anae'mia  (a-ne'-me-a).  A  de¬ 
ficiency  of  red  corpuscles  in 
the  blood,  or  of  the  haemo¬ 
globin  of  the  individual  cor¬ 
puscles. 

Ana'erobe  (an-a-er-6b).  Any 
microrganism  that  can  live 
and  multiply  in  the  absence  of 
air. 

Anaesthe'sia  (an-es-the'-zhe-a). 
Absence  of  sensation  ;  loss  of 
feeling. 

I  AntESthet'lc  (an-es-thet'-ik). 
An  agent  which  produces  in¬ 
sensibility.  Local  ancesthetics 
are  substances  which  when 
injected  or  applied  locally  pro¬ 
duce  insensibility  to  pain  in 
the  immediate  vicinity. 

Ances'thetist  (an-eess'-thet-ist). 
The  administrator  of  anae¬ 
sthetic  drugs  to  the  patients.^ 

Analge'sia.  Diminished  sensi¬ 
bility  to  pain. 

Anamne'sis  (an-am-ne'-sis). 
The  past  history  of  a  case. 

AnaphSres'is  (an-a-for-esMs). 
Diminished  activity  of  the 
sweat  glands. 

AnSphylax'is  (an-a-fil-ak'-sis). 
A  state  of  increased  suscepti¬ 
bility  to  a  drug  or  toxin  follow¬ 


ing  administration  of  the  drug 
or  toxin,  or  infection  with  the 
disease  which  produces  the 
toxin. 

Anasar'ca  (an-a-sark'-a).  Drop¬ 
sy  in  the  cellular  tissues. 

Anas'tfimo'sis.  In  anatomy 
this  means  the  intercommuni¬ 
cation  of  the  terminal  branches 
of  two  or  more  arteries.  In 
surgery  it  is  used  to  mean  the 
establishment  of  some  artificial 
connection,  as,  for  instance, 
between  two  parts  of  the 
intestine. 

Anat'bmy  (an-at'-o-me).  The 
structure  of  the  body. 

Ancone'us  (an-ko-ne'us).  A 
small  extensor  muscle  of  the 
forearm 

Anencgph'alous  (an-en-kef'-al- 
us).  Having  no  complete 
head  ;  a  condition  which  occurs 
in  monsters  and  is  incompatible 
with  life. 

Aner'gfic.  Inaction.  Slack. 

Anerythrop'sia(an-er-e-throp'- 
se-a).  Blind  to  the  colour  red. 

An'eurysm  (an'u-rizm).  A 
tumour  of  an  artery  due  to  its 
local  dilatation,  usually  with 
rupture  of  the  internal  and 
middle  coats. 

An'eurysm  Needle  (an'-yu- 
rizm).  An  instrument  some¬ 
times  used  in  g)  nacological 
operations. 

Aneurysm  Needle. 
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Angiec'tasis  (an-je-ek'-ta-sis). 


Dilatation  of  a  blood  vessel. 

Angi'na  (an-ji'-na).  Suffocating 
pain ;  thus  any  severe  sore 
throat  associated  with  swelling 
of  the  walls  of  the  air  passages 
may  be  termed  angina.  Lud¬ 
wig’s  angina,  Vincent’s  angina, 
are  examples  ;  but  the  com¬ 
monest  use  of  the  term  is  in 

Angi'na  Pec'toris  (an-ji'-na 
peck'-tor-is).  A  disease  char-  i 
acterised  by  sense  of  suffoca¬ 
tion,  with  pain  at  the  heart. 
The  attacks  are  sudden,  the 
patient  must  not  be  left  alone, 
and  the  prescribed  remedies  j 
must  always  be  at  hand.  [ 
Amyl  nitrite  (in  glass  capsules) 
is  the  remedy  which  is  usually 
prescribed. 

Angio'ma  (an-je-o'-ma).  A  I 
tumour  composed  of  blood-  ! 
vessels. 

Angioneur'ot'ic  (an'-ji-o-new- 
rot'-ik).  Having  to  do  with 
the  nervous  control  of  the 
blood-vessels.  Thus  angio¬ 
neurotic  oedema  is  a  persistent 
or  intermittent  kind  of  dropsy 
believed  to  be  due  to  abnor¬ 
malities  of  the  blood-vessels 
and  of  their  control  by  the 
nervous  system. 

Anhidro'sis  (an-hi-dro'-sis) 
Deficiency  of  perspiration. 

Anhy'drous  (an-hi'-drus). 
Without  water. 

A'nilin.  A  nitrogenous  sub¬ 
stance  obtained  by  distillation 
of  coal-tar  and  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  dyes. 


An'ion.  An  ion  which  holds  a 
negative  charge  of  electricity 
and  is  repelled  from  the  nega¬ 
tive  pole,  or  kathode,  of  a 
battery. 

Anisocyto'sis  (an-i-so-sy-to'- 
sis).  Inequality  of  size  of  the 
red  blood  corpuscles. 

An'kie  (ang'-kl).  The  joint  be¬ 
tween  the  leg  and  the  foot. 
The  bones  which  articulate  are 
the  tibia  and  fibula  above  and 
astragalus  below.  [See  Illus¬ 
tration.) 


Ankle  Joint. 


Ankjiobleph'aron  (an-ky-lc- 
blef'-a-ron).  Adhesion  of  the 
edges  of  the  eyelids. 

Ankylo'sis  (an-kil-o'sis).  An 
immovable  state  of  a  joint. 

Ankylosto'ma  Duoden'ale 
(an-ky-lo-sto'-ma  du-o-den'- 
al-e).  A  minute  parasitic  worm 
which  inhabits  the  duodenum 
in  large  numbers  and  causes 
profound  anaemia. 

Ankylostomi'asls.  Infection 
with  the  above. 

Ann'ular(an-u-lar). Ring-shaped. 
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Ano'ci-asso'ciation  (an-o'-ci- 
ass-so'-se-ay-shun).  The  pre¬ 
vention  of  shock,  according  to 
the  theory  of  Crile.  by  block¬ 
ing  with  local  anaesthetics  all 
sensory  nerve  trunks  leading 
from  the  field  of  operation, to 
the  brain  or  spinal  cord. 

An'ode(an'-ode).  Positive  elec¬ 
trode  by  which  the  current 
leaves  the  battery. 

An'odyne  (an'-o-dine),  A 
remedy  to  procure  relief  from 
pain,  such  as  opium. 

Anom'alous  (an-om'-al-us).  Ir¬ 
regular.  Out  of  the  ordinary. 

Anoph'eles  (an-oE-el-es).  A 
genus  of  mosquitoes.  They 
are  carriers  of  the  malarial 
parasite,  their  bite  being  the 
means  of  transmitting  the  dis¬ 
ease  to  human  beings. 

Anor'chous  (an-or'-kus).  Hav¬ 
ing  no  testes,  or  the  condition 
in  which  the  testes  have  not 
descended  into  the  scrotum. 

Anorgx'ia  (an-o-rex'-e-a).  Lack 
of  appetite,  abhorrence  of  food. 

Ands'mia  (an-os'-me-a).  Loss 
of  sense  of  smell. 

Antacid  (ant-as'-id).  Any  sub¬ 
stance  which  neutralizes  an 
acid,  e.g.  sodium  bicarbonate. 

Ant'aphrodis'iac  (ant'-af-ro- 
diz'-i-ak).  An  agent  which  di¬ 
minishes  sexual  desire. 

Antarthrit'ic  (ant-ar-thrit'-ik). 
Tending  to  prevent  or  cure 
gout. 

Anteflex'ion  (an-te-flek'-shun). 
A  bending  forward,  as  of  the 
uterus. 


Anopheles. 

(About  twice  natural  size.) 


'  An'te  Mor'tem.  Before  death. 

^  An'te  Na'tal.  Before  birth. 

I  An'tepar  turn.  Before  birth. 

I  Antepartum  hcemorrhage  is 

either  accidental  or  inevitable ; 
in  the  latter  case  it  is  due  to 
I  placenta  prsevia,  in  the  former 

I  to  separation  of  some  part  of 

\  the  gestation  sac  from  the 

i  uterus  from  other  causes. 

'  Ante'rior  (an-te'-ri-or).  In  front 

of* 

Ante'rior  Com  missure  (kom - 
I  mis-sure).  The  junction  of 
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the  two  labia  majora  at  the 
upper  or  anterior  end  of  the 
vulva. 

Ante'rior  Fontanelle.  See 

Fontanelle. 

Ante'rior  Tib'ial  Ar'tery. 
The  artery  from  the  knee 
to  the  ankle  among  the  muscles 
of  the  front  of  the  leg. 

An'tever'sion  lan'-te-ver'- 
shun).  The  state  of  being 
turned  forward;  frequently 
used  to  describe  the  position 
of  the  uterus,  which  is  normally 
in  a  state  of  anteversion. 

Anthelmin'tic  (an-thel-min'- 
tik).  A  remedy  for  intestinal 
worms. 

Anthraco'sis.  Disease  caused 
by  inhaling  coal  dust  or  soot 
into  the  lung. 

An'thrax  (an'thrax).  A  car¬ 
buncle.  Now  generally  means 
the  disease  produced  by  the 
bacillus  of  anthrax.  Malig¬ 
nant  pustule. 

AnthypnSt'ic  (ant-hip-not'-ik). 
An  agent  to  prevent  sleep. 

An'tibodies.  Substances  in 
blood  serum  which  neutralise 
bacterial  antigens.  These  unite 
chemically  with  the  antibodies 
and  so  are  neutralised. 

An'tidote  (an'-te-dote).  The 
corrective  to  a  poison. 

Anttfeb'rin  (an-te-feb'-rin). 
Acetanilide,  q.v. 

An'tigSn  (an'-te-jen).  Soluble 
products  of  bacterial  growth, 
derived  from  bodies  of  the  germs 
themselves.  {See  Ehrlich’s 
Theory.) 
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Antimo'nii  et  Potas'sil  Tar'- 
tras.  Tartar  emetic,  used  as 
a  cardiac  depressant  and  to 
promote  perspiration.  Poison. 
Antidote  :  tea  or  tannic  acid. 

An'timony.  A  metallic  poison; 
yery  similar  to  arsenic  in  its 
properties. 

Antiperibd'ic  (an-te-peer-e-od'- 
ik).  An  agent  to  prevent  the 

'  regular  return  of  certain  symp¬ 
toms.  Thus  quinine  is  used  in 
ague  as  an  antiperiodic. 

AntipSristal'sis.  Reverse 
peristalsis,  i.e.  from  below 
upward.  {See  Peristalsis.) 

AntiphlSgis'tic  (an-te-flo-jis'- 
tik).  Relieving  inflammation. 

AntlpyrSt'ic  (an-te-pi-ret'-ik). 
A  remedy  for  high  temperature. 

Antipy'rin  (Syn.  Phenazone). 
A  drug,  used  in  the  form  of  a 
white  powder,  to  reduce  high 
temperature. 

Antisep'tic  .(an-te-sep'-tik). 
Any  substance  which  prevents 
the  growth  and  multiplication 
of  micro  organisms.  The  term 
is  commonly  used  as  synony¬ 
mous  with  “disinfectant”. 
Iodine,  carbolic,  acid,  corro¬ 
sive  sublimate,  biniodide  of 
mercury,  chlorine,  formalin, 
lysol,  are  the  most  common 
antiseptics. 

Antl-se'ra.  See  Antitoxins. 

AntispasmO'dic.  An  agent 
that  relieves  spasm. 

Antistreptococ'cic  Serum  (an¬ 
te  -  strep  -  to  -  kok' -  ik  se-rum). 
The  blood  serum  of  horses 
which  have  been  inoculated 
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with  streptococci  in  such  ! 
doses  as  best  to  produce  the  j 
manufacture  of  antitoxin.  | 
Polyvalent  serum  is  that  of  ; 
an  animal  which  has  been  in¬ 
oculated  with  streptococci 
from  many  different  sources, 
as  for  example  from  puerperal 
septicsemia,  peritonitis,  boils, 
malignant  endocarditis,  abs¬ 
cesses,  &c.  Such  serum  is 
thus  more  likely  to  be  useful  j 
in  streptococcal  diseases  of  j 
all  kinds. 

AntitSx'ins  (an-ti-tok'-sins). 
The  principal  form  of  anti¬ 
bodies  formed  in  the  blood 
scrum  and  antagonistic  to  the 
action  of  bacterial  toxins. 
Chiefly  applied  to  the  serum 
injections  used  to  counteract  1 
diphtheria,  pneumonia,  tet-  j 
anus,  septica£mia,  and  other  | 
infective  diseases. 

Antitra'gus  (an-ti-tra'-gus).  ; 
The  prominence  of  the  lower  j 
portion  of  the  external  ear.  i 

An'trum  (an'-trum).  A  cave;  | 
applied  to  the  maxillary  sinus, 
and  the  cavity  in  the  mastoid  I 
bone  communicating  with  the  j 
ear.  {See  Sinus  Maxiluary.)  i 

Anu'ria  (an-u'-ri-a).  Cessation 
of  the  production  of  urine  by 
the  kidneys;  to  be  distin¬ 
guished  from  retention  of 
urine,  due  to  inability  to  expel  J 
from  the  bladder  that  which  1 
enters  it  from  the  kidneys. 

A'nus  (a'nus).  The  lower  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  rectum,  the 
opening  through  which  fsecal  ' 


matter  is  discharged.  An  arti¬ 
ficial  anus  is  an  opening  made 
into  some  higher  portion  of  the 
intestinal  canal,  when  for  some 
reason  the  proper  anus  is  ab¬ 
sent  or  useless.  Imperforate 
anus  is  a  malformation  occas- 
sionally  seen  in  infants  in 
which  this  opening  does  not 
exist.  It  is  part  of  the  mid¬ 
wife’s  business  to  see  that  such 
a  defect  does  not  exist,  and  to 
report  it  at  once  when  it  does. 

Aor'ta  (a-or'ta).  The  large 
artery  rising  from  the  left  side 
of  the  heart,  and  supplying 
blood  to  the  whole  body. 

Aor'tic  Valves.  Three  semi¬ 
lunar  valves  guarding  the 
entrance  from  the  left  ven¬ 
tricle  to  the  aorta  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  blood  from  flowing 
back  from  the  aorta  into  the 
ventricle. 

Aortitis  (a-or-ti'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  aorta. 

Ap'athy  (ap'-a-the).  Absence 
of  emotion  or  feeling. 

Apgp'sia  (a-pep'-se-a).  Failure 
of  digestion  due  to  deficiency 
of  gastric  juice. 

Apg'rient(a-pe'-re-ent).  A  mild 
purgative  medicine. 

A'pex  (a'pexl.  Top,  extreme 
point,  summit. 

Apha'sia  (a-fa'-ze-a).  Speech¬ 
lessness  ;  due  to  disease  or 
injury  of  brain.  In  right 
handed  individuals  the  lesion 
will  be  on  the  left  side  of  the 
brain. 

Apho'nia  (a-fo'-ne-a).  Loss  of 
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voice,  due  to  fault  in  vocal  i 
cords  or  in  nervous  system,  j 
but  not  due  to  a  lesion  of  the  i 
brain.  j 

Aphrodifs'iac  (af-ro-diz'e-ak).  t 
An  agent  which  increases  j 
sexual  power. 

Aph'thae  (af'-thee).  Small 
white  ulcers  in  the  mouth ; 
the  “  thrush  ”  of  infants. 

Apla'sia  (a-pla'-se-a).  Non¬ 
development  of  an  organ  or  ! 
tissue.  ! 

Apnce'a  (ap-ne'-a).  Suspended 
respiration. 

Apwmor'phine  (ap-o-mor'-lin). 

A  prompt  emetic  :  used  also  in 
small  doses  as  an  expectorant. 
Usually  given  hypodermic¬ 
ally  ;  dose,  one-fifteenth  to 
one-tenth  of  a  grain. 

Aponeuro'sis  (ap-o-new-ro'-  1 
sis).  A  tendon-like  fibrous  I 
tissue,  which  invests  the  i 
muscles  and  transmits  their  i 
movements  to  the  structures  ! 
upon  which  they  act. 

Ap'oplexy  (ap'o-plex-e).  Sud-  I 
den  insensibility  from  pressure 
on  the  brain  due  to  rupture  of 
an  artery  within  it.  Paralysis 
of  one  side  of  the  body,  stertor¬ 
ous  breathing. 

ApSthe'cary  ( ap-oth'-e-ka-re). 

A  druggist  or  pharmacist. 

Appendal'gia  (ap-en-dal'-je-a). 
Pain  in  the  vermiform  ap¬ 
pendix. 

AppendSc'tomy  (ap-pen-dek'- 
to-me).  Removal  of  vermi¬ 
form  appendix. 

Appendicec'tomy  (ap-pen-dis- 
i6 


sek'-to-me).  Removal  of  the 
vermiform  appendix. 

Ap_pendici'ti.s  (ap-pen-de-si'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
appendix. 

Appendicos'tomy  (ap-pen-dik- 
kos'-to-me).  An  operation  in 
which  the  appendix  is  brought 
to  the  surface  through  an  ab¬ 
dominal  incision,  and  opened. 

Appen'dix  Vermifor'niis. 
A  worm-like  offshoot  from  the 
ca2cum,  ending  blindly,  and 
I  to  5  inches  long. 


Appendix  Vermiformis. 


Appercep'tion  (ap-per-sep- 
shun).  Conscious  perception 
of  a  sensory  impression. 

Applicator.  An  instrument 
for  applying  local  remedies, 
e.g.  radium. 

Apposition  (a-po-zl'-shun). 
Immediate  relationship  or 
contact  between  two  struc¬ 
tures. 

Apyrgx'ia^  (ap-i-rex'-si-a).  An 
intermission  of  fever. 

A'qua  (a'-kwa).  Water :  the 
abbreviation  is  aq.,  while  aq. 
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bull,  stands  for  boiling  water;  i 
aq.  dest.,  distilled  water;  and  { 
aq.  mar.  for  sea-water. 

A'qua  For'tis.  Nitric  acid.  A  , 
powerful  corrosive  used  in 
testing.  Must  be  used  with 
care,  for  if  it  comes  in  con¬ 
tact  with  tbe  fingers  it  | 
causes  a  burn.  Antidotes; 
magnesia,  milk.  I 

Aq'ueduct  (ak'-we-dukt).  Cer-  I 
tain  canals  of  the  body,  such 
as  the  A.  of  Sylvius  which  leads  j 
from  the  third  to  the  fourth 
ventricle  of  the  brain. 

A'queous  Hu'mor  (a'kue-us 
hu'-mor).  Fluid  in  the  eye 
between  the  cornea  and  the 
iris. 

ArSch'noid  (arak'-noid).  A 
transparent  membrane  cover¬ 
ing  the  brain. 

Ar'bor  Vi'tae.  Tree-like  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  cerebellum 
and  mucous  membrane  of  the 
cervix  uteri. 

Archl'tls  (ar-ki'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  rectum. 

Ar'cus  Seniiis.  An  opaque 
circle  round  the  edge  of  the 
cornea,  occurring  in  the  aged. 

Arena'tlon  (ar-e-na'-shun).  Hot 
sand  bath  treatment. 

ArS'ola  (a-re'-o-la).  The  pig¬ 
mented  skin  round  the  nipple 
of  the  breast. 

Are'olar  Tissue.  Filmy  con¬ 
nective  tissue  of  the  body. 

Arefim'eter  (ar-e-om'-e-ter).  An 
instrument  for  measuring  the 
specific  gravity  of  fluids ;  a 
hydrometer. 


(a)  Nipple;  (b)  Montgomery’s 
follicles;  (c)  primary  areola ; 
(d)  secondary  areola. 


Argen'ti  Ni'tras  (ar-jen'-ti 
ni'-tras).  See  Nitrate  of 
Silver. 

Argen'tum.  Silver. 

Argyll- Robertson  Pupil. 

Pupil  of  eye  which  does  not 
vary  when  subjected  to  light, 
but  contracts  for  near  vision. 

Argy'ria  (ar-jlr'-Ia).  Discolora- 
j  tion  of  the  skin  from  the  con- 
j  tinned  use  ot  preparation  of 
!  silver. 

Ar'gyrol  (ar'-guy-rol).  A  dark 
brown  organic  silver  com- 
pouiKi.  Used  in  solution  for 
i  eye  drops  and  injections. 

!  Strength,  lo  to  40  per  cent. 

Ar'mature.  A  moving  system 
of  conductors  in  a  dynamo. 

Ar'nlca  (ar'-nik-a).  Tincture  of 
arnica  is  used  for  bruises  as  a 
i  local  sedative. 


2 


17 


Arr 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY 


Art 


A  r  r  h  y't  h  iti  i  a  (a-rith'-me-a). 
Disturbance  of  rhythm  (usually 
the  heart’s  rhythm). 

Ar'rowroot  (ar'-ro-root).  A 
nutritive  starch  food.  To  pre¬ 
pare,  mix  two  teaspoonfuls  of 
the  flour  in  a  little  cold  milk, 
add  half  a  pint  of  hot  milk, 
boil  for  five  minutes,  stirring 
all  the  time ;  sweeten  and 
flavour  to  taste. 

Ar'sSnic  (ar'-sen-ik).  A  poison: 
given  frequently  in  solution 
in  a  mixture  in  skin  dis¬ 
eases.  Should  be  given  after 
food.  Report  at  once  if  the 
tongue  gets  a  white  fur,  or 
diarrhoea  or  gastric  pains  com¬ 
mence.  Antidotes  for  over¬ 
dose  :  magnesia,  with  tincture 
of  iron,  chalk  and  water, 
milk. 

Arsenoben'zol  (ar-se-no-ben'- 
zol).  An  organic  arsenic  pre¬ 
paration  used  in  the  treatment 
of  various  infective  diseases, 
especially  syphilis. 

Ar'tefact  (ar'-te-fakt).  A  lesion 
produced  by  artificial  means. 

Arterial  ^ar-teer'-e-al).  Per¬ 
taining  to  an  artery.  Thus 
arterial  tension  means  the 
pressure  of  the  blood  circulat¬ 
ing  in  a  given  artery. 

Arte'riole  (ar-te-ri-ole).  A 
small  artery. 

Arteriorrhaphy  (ar-teer-e-or'- 
raf-e).  An  operation  for  curing 
aneurysm. 

Arteriosclero'sis  (ar-teer'-e-o- 
skleer'-o-sis).  Degeneration  of 
an  artery  with  hardening  of  its 
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walls  seen  chiefly  in  old  age. 
The  condition  is  accompanied 
by  high  blood-pressure  and  is 
a  common  cause  of  apoplexy. 

Arte'rio-venous  Aneurysm 
(ar-te'-ri-o-ve'n-ous  an'-yur- 
izm).  An  aneurysm  which 
communicates  with  both  an 
artery  and  a  vein. 

Arteri'tis  (ar-ter-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  arteries. 


Arterial  System.  The  black 
spots  indicate  points  at  which 
pressure  may  be  applied  to 
check  haemorrhage. 
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Ar'tery  (ar'-te-re).  A  tube  j 
which  conveys  blood  from  the  I 
heart  to  the  capillaries.  Bleed-  1 
ing  from  an  artery  is  bright  j 
red,  and  flows  in  jets.  A  nurse  j 
should  know  the  points  at  ■ 
which  it  is  possible  to  arrest  j 
bleeding  by  pressure  on  the  | 
artery ;  in  every  case  this  [ 
point  is  nearer  the  heart  than  j 
the  site  of  injury.  (Seeillustra  i 
tion.)  In  amputation,  &c.,  the  I 
severed  arteries  are  tied  with  { 
ligatures  of  silk  or  catgut. 
Arthral'g-la  (ar-thral'-je-a). 

Pain  in  the  joints.  j 

Arthrgc'tomy  (ar-threk'-to-  [ 
me).  Erasion  of  a  joint. 
Arthri'tis  (ar-thri'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  a  joint.  ! 

Arthrode'sis  (ar-thro-de'-sis). 
Fi.ration  of  a  joint  by  means  of  i 
a  surgical  operation. 
Arthrodyn'ia  (ar-thro-din'-e-a). 

Pain  in  the  joints. 
ArthrS'meter.  Apparatus  for  | 
measuring  the  range  of  move-  | 
ment  in  a  joint.  I 

ArthrS'pathy.  .A.ny  diseased  | 
condition  of  a  joint.  j 

Arthr6t6my  (ar-throt'-o-me). 

Incision  into  a  joint. 

Artic'ular  (ar-tik'-u-lar).  Re-  | 
lating  to  the  joints ;  the  articu¬ 
lation  of  a  skeleton  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  bones 
are  joined  together. 
Articula'tion.  (i)  A  joint  be¬ 
tween  two  or  more  bones.  (2) 
The  enunciation  of  words. 
Artic'ulo  Mor'tis.  In  the  act 
of  dying. 


Artific  ial  Respira'tion  (ar-te- 
fish'-al  res-pir-a'-shun).  The 
production  of  air  entry  and 
discharge  from  the  lungs  by 
artifice  in  those  in  whom  the 
function  is  suspended. 

Artificial  Sponjjes  (art-e-fish'- 
al  spunj'-es).  Absorbent  wool 
enclosed  in  antiseptic  gauze, 
and  used  instead  of  a  sponge. 

Aryt'enoid  (ar-it'-e-noid).  The 
term  applied  to  two  funnel- 
shaped  cartilages  of  the 
larynx. 

Asbes'tos.  A  mineral  substance 
which  is  incombustible  and 
which  does  not  conduct  heat. 

Ascari'asis  (as-kar-eye'-a-sis). 
Infestation  of  the  bowel  by 
round-worms  (ascarides). 

As'caris  (as'-kar-is).  A  genus 
of  worm  found  in  the  human 
body.  Ascaris  lumbricoides, 
long  round  worm  ;  ascaris 
vermicularis,  thread-worm. 

Asci'tes  (as-si'-teezi.  Dropsy 
of  the  abdominal  cavity. 

Ascitic  (as-sit'-ik).  Pertaining 
to  abdominal  dropsy. 

Asep'sls  (a-sep'-sis).  The  state 
of  being  free  from  bacteria. 

Asep'tic  (a-sep'-tik).  Free  from 
bacteria.  In  aseptic  surgery 
all  instruments,  dressings, 
&c.,  are  sterilised  by  heat 
before  use. 

Aspergilius.  The  name  of  a 
group  of  fungi,  some  species  of 
which  are  pathogenic. 

Asphyx'ia  (as-fix'-e-a).  Origin¬ 
ally  meant  pulselessness ;  but 
is  now  generally  used  as 
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meaning  deprivation  of  air 
and  consequent  suffocation. 
Aspira'tion  (as-pe-ra'-shun). 
The  operation  of  drawing  off 
fluids  from  the  body  by  means 
of  an  aspirator:  this  instru» 
ment  consists  of  a  hollow  ex¬ 
ploring  needle  fixed  to  a  tube,  j 
which  connects  it  with  a  I 
bottle ;  the  bottle  in  its  turn 
is  connected  with  an  exhaust¬ 
ing  pump.  There  are  two 
stopcocks  at  the  head  of  the  | 
,  bottle,  one  to  each  connection. 
The  air  in  the  bottle  is  ex¬ 
hausted,  and  the  needle  is 
plunged  into  that  part  of  the 
body  where  the  fluid  has  con¬ 
gregated.  The  duty  of  the 
nurse  is  to  have  a  second  | 
bottle  at  hand  in  case  the  first 
is  not  large  enough  to  contain  j 
all  the  fluid,  and  to  measure  I 
and  note  the  amount  of  fluid  { 
withdrawn.  She  should  also  I 
have  ready  a  flannel  bandage, 
12  inches  broad,  lint,  strapping,  1 
hot  water,  sponges,  pins  and  | 
brandy.  j 

Aspirator  (as'-pi-ra-tor).  The  i 


apparatus  used  for  aspiration 
(q.v.). 

As'pirin.  Syn.  aceto-salicylic 
acid.  Anti-rheumatic. 

Assafoet'ida  (as-sa-fe-ti-da). 
An  anlispasmodic,  chiefly 
given  in  hysteria.  Strong  un¬ 
pleasant  smell, 

Assimila'tion  (as-im-il-a'-shun). 
The  absorption  and  utilisation 
of  nourishment  by  the  living 
tissues. 

Association  (as-so-si-a-shun). 
Co-ordination.  “  Association 
of  ideas  ”  is  a  phrase  used  to 
denote  the  secondary  thoughts 
that  arise  on  the  receipt  of  any 
individual  mental  impression. 

Asta'sia  (as-ta'-ze-a).  Difficulty 
in  standing  due  to  inco-ordina- 
tion. 

Asteato'sis  (as-te-a-to'-sis). 
Deficient  action  of  sebaceous 
glands. 

AstereSgno'sis  (a-ster-e-og-no'- 
sis).  Loss  of  power  to  recog¬ 
nise  the  shape  of  objects  by 
touch. 

Asth6'nia  (as-the'-ne-a).  Fail¬ 
ure  of  strength  ;  debility. 

Astheno'pia  (as-then-o'-pe-a). 
Weak-sightedness. 

Asth'ma  (ast'-ma).  A  nervous 
disease  marked  by  paroxysms 
of  difficult  breathing,  with 
sense  of  suffocation.  Asthma 
is  generally  chronic,  and  not 
dangerous  till  other  complica¬ 
tions  ensue. 

A  st  igf'm  at  i  s  m  (as-tig'-ma- 
tizm).  Inequality  in  the  cur¬ 
vature  of  the  cornea  or  lens, 
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with  consequent  blurring  and 
distortion  of  the  images 
thrown  upon  the  retina. 

Astragr'alus  (as-trag'-a-lus). 
The  ankle  bone.  (Se^  Ankle.) 

Astring'ent  (as-trinj'-ent).  A 
substance  which  causes  con¬ 
traction  of  blood-vessels  and 
arrests  secretion. 

Asym'metry  (a-sim'-me-tre). 
Lack  of  symmetry. 

Asyn'cHtism  (a-sin'-clit-ism). 
Engagement  in  the  pelvis  of 
a  diameter  of  the  fcetal  head 
other  than  the  biparietal  in 
vertex  presentations  ;  a  lateral 
obliquity  of  the  head  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  inlet  of  the  pelvis. 
It  is  still  in  dispute  whether 
this  occurs  in  normal  pelves; 
but  it  is  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  do  so  in  labour  with 
contracted  pelvis. 

At'avism  (ac'-a-vizm).  The 
recurrence  of  some  hereditary 
peculiarity  which  has  skipped 
one  or  more  generations. 

Atax'y  (at-ak'-se).  Literally, 
disorder ;  applied  to  any  de¬ 
fective  control  of  muscles  and 
consequent  irregularity  of 
movements.  See  also  Loco¬ 
motor  Ataxy  and  Frie¬ 
drich's  Disease. 

AtSlec'ta.sLs  (at-e-lek'-ta-sis). 
Imperfect  expansion  of  the 
lungs  of  the  new-born. 

Athero'ma  (ath-e-ro'-ma).  A 
degeneration  of  the  walls  of 
the  arteries. 

Athgto'sis  (ath-e-to'-sis).  A  con¬ 
dition  marked  by  continuous 


and  purposeless  movements 
especially  of  the  hands  and 
fingers. 

AtTas  (at'-las).  First  cervical 
vertebra. 


I  Atmocau'sis  (at-mo-kaw'-sis). 

1  Treatment  by  application  of 

superheated  steam. 

A'tom.  Used  to  be  defined  as 
the  ultimate  particle  into  which 
i  an  element  or  compound  can  be 

;  divided.  Modern  theory  holds 

that  atoms  can  be  divided  into 
still  smaller  particles  termed 
electrons. 

At'omiser  (at'-om-eye-zer).  A 
spray  for  providing  a  shower 
of  very  minute  droplets. 

At'ony  (at'-o-ne).  Wanting  in 
muscular  tone  or  vigour ; 

.  weakness. 

AtOp'ic.  Out  of  place.  Dis- 
i  placed. 

'  Atre'sia  (at-tre'-se-a).  Absence 
I  of  a  natural  passage.  Closure 

of  a  duct. 

A'trium  (a'-tre-um).  The 
chamber  of  the  heart  (auricle) 
which  receives  the  venous 
blood. 

[  At'rophy  (at'-ro-fe).  Wasting; 
'  diminution  of  the  size  of  a 
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part  due  to  lack  of  nutrition. 
Atrophy  may  be  caused  by 
disuse,  or  by  deprivation  of 
proper  supply  of  nerves  or 
blood-vessels. 

At'ropine  (at'-ro-pin).  The 
active  principle  of  belladonna. 
Used  as  a  sedative  in  asthma, 
neuralgia,  spasms,  &c.  Used 
hypodermically  to  check 
sweating,  &c.  Applied  to  the 
eye,  it  soothes  and  causes 
enlargement  of  the  pupil.  It 
is  a  poison.  Antidotes :  sul¬ 
phate  of  zinc  as  an  emetic, 
ammonia  and  stimulants. 

Attgn'uate.  To  stretch.  To 
make  thin.  To  dilute. 

Att'itude  (at'-ti-tude).  The 
posture  of  the  fcetus  in  utero  ; 
normally  one  of  flexion  of  all 
joints. 

AttoTlens  (at-tol'-lenz).  A 
muscle  which  raises. 

At'trahens  (at'-tra-henz).  A 
muscle  which  draws  forward. 

Au'diphone  (awd'-e-fone).  A 
fan-shaped  instrument  held 
against  the  teeth  to  increase 
hearing,  via  the  cranial  bones. 

Audi'tion  (awd-ish'-un).  Sense 
of  hearing. 

Au'ditory.  Pertaining  to  the 
sense  of  hearing. 

Au'ra  (aw'-ra).  A  sense  of 
rising  air,  a  premonitory  symp¬ 
tom  of  an  epileptic  fit.  The 
term  is  applied  to  any  sensa¬ 
tion  which  an  epileptic  habitu¬ 
ally  feels  at  the  onset  of  a  fit. 
Also  applied  to  an  electric 
breeze. 


Aural  (aw'-ral).  Pertaining  to 
the  ear. 

Au'ricle  (aw'-re-kl).  The  ex¬ 
ternal  ear  ;  also  the  two 
uppermost  chambers  of  the 
heart  are  called  the  left  and 
right  auricles.  {See  Heart.) 

Auric'ular  (aw-rik'-yoo-lar). 
Pertaining  to  the  ear  or  to  the 
auricle  of  the  heart :  thus 
auricular  fibrillation  is  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  cardiac  degen¬ 
eration. 

Au'riscope  (aw'-ri-skope).  An 
instrument  for  examining  the 
drum  of  the  ear.  An  oto¬ 
scope. 

!  Au'rist.  A  specialist  in  dis- 
I  eases  of  the  ear. 

1  Au'rium,  Tinni'tus.  Ringing 
I  sound  in  the  ear. 

i  Ausculta'tion  (aws-kul-ta'- 
j  shun).  Listening  to  sounds 

I  of  the  body  for  the  pur¬ 

pose  of  diagnosis.  For  im¬ 
mediate  auscultation  the  ear 
is  placed  directly  against  the 
body,  for  mediate  ausculta- 
!  tion  a  stethoscope  is  used. 

I  Au'toclave  (aw'-to-clav).  An 
apparatus  for  sterilizing  by 
steam. 

Auto'genous(aw-toj'-en-us).  A 
vaccine  made  from  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  own  micro-organisms, 
as  opposed  to  a  “stock” 
vaccine  made  from  a  standard 
culture. 

i  Auto-infec'tion  (aw'-to-in-fek- 
shun).  The  infection  of  a 
tissue  by  germs  conveyed  to 
1  it,  either  by  contact  or  through 
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the  blood  stream,  from  a  tissue 
previously  infected  in  the  same 
individual. 

Autointoxication  (aw-to-in- 
tox-i-ka'-shun).  Poisoning  by  , 
toxins  generated  within  the  | 
body. 

Automatism  (aw-tom'-at-ism). 

A  condition  in  which  actions  ^ 
are  performed  without  con-  i 
sciousness  or  regulated  pur¬ 
pose. 

Au'toplasty  (aw'-to-plas-te).  j 
Reparation  of  lost  tissue  by  j 
means  of  healthy  tissue  taken  < 
from  another  part  of  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  body. 

Au'topsy  (or  aw-top'-se).  A 
post-mortem  examination,  or 
examination  after  death. 

Auvard’s  Speculum  (0-varz). 
An  instrument  for  viewing  the 
interior  of  the  vagina. 


Auvard’s  Speculum. 


Axil'ia  (ax-il'-la).  The  arm- 
pit. 


Ax'illary  Artery  (ax'-il-la-re 
ar-te-re).  The  artery  of  the 
arm-pit,  connecting  the  sub¬ 
clavian  and  brachial  arteries. 

Ax'is  (ax'-is).  The  second  cer- 
vical  vertebra.  Also  a  straight 
line  through  the  centre  of  any¬ 
thing.  The  axis  of  the  pelvis 


Axis  Vertebra. 


is  a  curved  line  which  is  every¬ 
where  at  right  angles  to  the 


Axis  Traction  Forceps. 

1.  Traction  red. 

2.  Swivel. 

3.  Lock. 

4.  Traction  handle  in  posi¬ 

tion. 

plane  of  the  pelvic  cavity. 
Axis  traction  is  force  so  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  foetus  by  forceps 
that  its  effect  is  always  exerted 
along  the  axis  of  the  pelvis 
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Axis  traction  forceps  is  a  i 
special  pattern  of  forceps,  in-  . 
vented  originally  by  Tarnier,  j 
to  allow  an  axis  traction  being  | 
secured. 

Ax'on.  The  axis-cylinder  pro-  j 
cess  of  a  nerve  cell.  1 

Azoosper'mia  (a'-zo-o-sper'- 
me-a).  A  condition  in  which  a 
male,  though  not  necessarily 
impotent,  is  sterile  owing  to  the 
absence  of  spermatozoa. 

Az'ote.  Nitrogen. 

Azotu'ria  ,^a-zo-tu'-re-a).  Ex¬ 
cess  of  urea  in  the  urine. 


B. 

Babin'ski’s  Reflex.  Extension 
instead  of  flexion  of  the  great 
toe  on  stroking  the  sole  of  the 
foot  The  sign  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance  in  the  examination  of 
cases  of  nerve  disease.  To  j 
elicit  the  sign  the  foot  must  be  I 
warm.  i 

Bacillu'rla  (bas-sil-yoo'-re-a).  ! 

Presence  of  bacilli  in  the  urine.  ' 
Bacil'lus  (ba-sil'-us).  A  genus  j 
of  bacteria  ;  including  the  rod-  | 
like  and  oval  forms.  See  Bac¬ 
teria. 

Bacte'ria  (bak-te'-re-a).  A 
group  of  very  small  vegetable  i 
organisms,  consisting  of  single  | 
cells  which  multiply  by  trans¬ 
verse  division  and  by  spore 
formation.  Those  which  are  ' 
in  the  form  of  short  rods  ! 
or  ovoids  are  generally  called  | 
bacilli,  those  which  are  minute  ' 


spheres  are  called  cocci  and 
streptococci,  and  those  which 
are  more  or  less  spiral  or  cork¬ 
screw-like  in  shape  are  called 
spirilla.  There  are  many 
species,  of  which  a  few  cause 
disease  in  man  or  animals, 
and  are  therefore  called  patho¬ 
genic.  The  most  important  of 
these  now  known  are  the  bacil¬ 
lus  of  tuberculosis,  the  bacillus 
of  diphtheria,  the  bacillus  of 


a  Micrococci, 
b  Pneumococci, 
c  Streptococci, 
d  Tetanus  Bacilli, 
e  Typhoid  Bacilli, 
f  Spirochaetes. 

typhoid  fever,  the  spirillum 
of  Asiatic  cholera,  the  bacillus 
of  influenza,  the  bacillus  of 
plague,  the  spiroch$te  of 
syphilis,  and  the  various  forms 
of  cocci  which  produce  in¬ 
flammation,  suppuration,  ery¬ 
sipelas,  septicaemia,  pneu¬ 
monia,  gonorrhoea,  rheumatic 
fever,  &c. 

Bacterise'mia  (bak-teer-i-e- 
me-a).  Presence  of  living 
bacteria  in  the  blood* 
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Bacter  ial  (bak-teer'-e-al).  Per¬ 
taining  to  bacteria. 

Bacterid  dal(bak-teer-e-si'-dal). 
Capable  of  killing  bacilli. 

BacteriOTogy  (bak-teer-e-ol'-o- 
Je).  The  study  of  bacteria. 

Bacteriolytic  (bak-te'-re-o-lit-' 
ik).  Capable  of  dissolving 
bacteria. 

Bacteriur'ia  (bak-teer-re-yur'- 
i-a).  Presence  of  bacteria  in 
the  urine. 

Bag  of  Alembranes  I  Applied 

Bag  of  VVatersf  to  the 
portions  of  amnion  and  chorion 
with  the  contained  liquor 
amnii  which  are  forced  into 
the  canal  of  the  cervix  by  the 
uterine  contractions  in 
labour,  and  normally  dilate  it 
to  a  size  sufficient  to  allow  of 
the  passage  of  the  foetus. 

Bags,  Dila'ting.  See  B.\rnes’ 
Bag  and  De  Ribes’  Bag. 

Baker’s  Itch.  An  eczematous 
disease  occurring  on  the  hands 
of  bakers  from  constant  irrita¬ 
tion. 

Balani'tis  (bal-an-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  glans 
penis,  causing  purulent  dis¬ 
charge. 

Balbu'ties  (bal-bu'-she-ez). 
Stammering. 

Ballooning.  The  distension  of 
a  cavity  by  air,  or  by  its  na¬ 
tural  contents. 

BSllotte'ment  (bal-lot'-mon). 
The  sensation  of  a  return  tap 
against  the  fingers  when  the 
hand  is  suddenly  pressed 
on  the  pregnant  uterus  and 


temporarily  displaces  the  con¬ 
tained  foetus  as  it  floats  in  the 
liquor  amnii.  Ballottement 
may  be  elicited  externally,  or 
per  vaginam. 

Balneotherapy  (bal'-ne-o-ther'- 
a-pe).  The  amelioration  of 
disease  or  pain  by  baths. 

Bal'n^um  (bal'-ne-um).  Bain., 
abbreviated.  A  bath.  Tepi- 
dum,  warm,  or  85  degs.  to  95 
degs.  Fahr.  Calidum,  hot,  or 
98  degs.  to  105  degs.  Fahr. 
Frigidum,  cold,  or  60  degs.  to 
70  degs.  Fahr.  A  nurse  must 
always  prepare  the  bath  before 
the  patient  'is  put  into  it,  and 
always  use  the  bath  thermo¬ 
meter. 

Bal'sam  of  Peru'  (bawl'-sum 
of  Pe-rew).  Used  to  heal 
slight  scratches,  &c.,  especially 
cracked  nipples. 

Band'ages  (band'-ajes).  The 
usual  form  of  bandage  is  the 
roller,  a  long  strip  of  fabric 
rolled  tightly  into  a  cylindri¬ 
cal  form.  The  arm  bandage 
should  be  2  inches  wide  and 
6  yards  long ;  the  leg  band¬ 
age,  3  inches  wide  and  8  yards 
long;  the  rib  bandage,  6 
inches  wide  and  6  yards 
long.  The  triangular  band¬ 
age  is  the  shape  of  a  large 
handkerchief  folded  with  two 
opposite  points  together. 
The  T  bandage  is  formed  of 
two  bits  of  a  roller  bandage, 
the  one  being  tacked  to  the 
centre  of  the  other,  so  that 
they  look  like  a  capital  T. 
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The  Many-tail  bandage  is 
much  used  forabdominal  cases, 
and  is  generally  made  by  the 
nurse  out  of  pieces  of  flannel. 
Bandages  are  made  of  calico, 
flannel,  or  domette,  the  last 
a  light,  open,  woollen  mate¬ 
rial.  India-rubber  bandages 
are  used  for  ulcers  and  other 
surgical  cases. 

Bandl’s  Ring.  See  Retrac¬ 
tion  Ring. 

Ban'ti’s  Disease'.  A  combina¬ 
tion  of  splenic  enlargement, 
anemia,  hemorrhages,  and 
ultimately  hepatic  cirrhosis, 
now  thought  to  be  possibly  not 
a  definite  disease,  but  a  syn¬ 
drome  met  with  in  two  or  three 
different  diseases, 

Barba'does  Leg  (bar-ba'-doze 
leg).  Elephantiasis,  swelling 
and  enlargement  of  the 
leg. 

Barber’s  Rash.  A  pustular 
eczema  occurring  in  the  area  of 
the  moustache  and  whiskers. 
Sycosis  Barbae. 

Barbitone.  A  hypnotic  drug  ; 
same  as  veronal. 

Ba'rium.  A  metal,  some  of  the 
salts  of  which  are  used  medi¬ 
cinally. 

Bark  (bark).  A  term  sometimes 
applied  to  Peruvian  bark,  from 
which  quinine  is  derived. 

Bar'ley  Water.  A  drink  for 
invalids.  Wash  two  ounces 
of  barley  in  cold  water,  and 
throwaway  the  washings  ;  boil 
the  washed  barley  in  one  quart 
of  cold  water,  in  a  covered 
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vessel,  until  reduced  to  one 
pint.  Flavour  with  lemon,  add 
sugar  if  desired. 

Barnes’ |Bag.  A  fiddle-shaped 
rubber  bag  sometimes  used  to 
dilate  the  cervix  uteri. 


Barnes’  Bag.  j 

! 

Bar'tholin’s  Glands.  Vulvo-  i 

vaginal  glands.  | 

Bar'ton’s  Fracture.  Oblique  | 

fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  | 

radius.  j 

Ba'sedow’s  Disease  (bah'-zeh-  | 

daus).  Exophthalmic  goitre.  j 

Base'ment  Mem'brane.  A  | 

very  fine  membrane  beneath  | 

the  epithelium.  | 

Basil'ic  (ba-zil'-ik).  The  name  j 

of  a  vein  on  the  inner  side  of 
the  arm. 

Bath.  See  Balneum, 

Bat'tery  (bat'-ter-e).  A  collec-  j 

tion  of  jars  or  “  cells  ”  for  j 

generating  electricity.  i 

Bat'tey’s  Operatioh.  Re-  ! 

moval  of  both  ovaries  by  j 

abdominal  section,  when  the  | 

ovaries  are  not  themselves  i 

diseased.  Now  never  per-  ] 

formed. 

Battledore  Placenta  (pla-sen'- 
ta).  A  placenta  in  which  the 
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umbilical  cord  is  inserted  into 
the  edge  instead  of  the 
centre. 

Baudelocque’s  Method  (Bcd- 
lok).  A  manipulation  by 
which  a  face  presentation  may 
be  converted  into  one  of  the 
vertex. 

Bdellom'eter  (del-om'-e-ter). 
An  instrument  used  as  a  sub¬ 
stitute  for  a  leech. 


connecting 


\Wire 


DosiHvepole^  ^negative  pole 


zinc 

acid 

solution 


positive  plate 


A  Wet  Cell. 


Bearing:  Down.  The  expul¬ 
sion  efforts  during  the  second 
stage  of  labour. 

Bed-sore.  A  sore  caused  on 
the  buttocks,  heels,  ankles, 
shoulders  or  elbows  by  con¬ 
stant  pressure  on  the  bed. 
They  arise  in  long  illnesses  if 
the  nurse  is  not  very  careful, 
and  are  specially  likely  to  occur 
in  cases  of  spinal  injury. 

Beef-tea  (beef-tee).  A  stimu¬ 
lant  and  food  for  the  sick.  Cut 
one  pound  of  lean  gravy  beef 
into  small  pieces,  put  in  a  jar 


with  one  pint  of  tepid  water 
and  a  half  teaspoonful  of  salt. 
Stand  in  a  moderate  oven  for 
two  hours,  strain,  let  it  cool, 
and  take  the  fat  off;  heat  and 
serve. 

Belladon'na  (bel-la-don'-na). 
A  drug  used  to  soothe  pain  ; 
to  check  sweating  and  the  se¬ 
cretion  of  milk.  See  Atro¬ 
pine. 

Bell’s  Paral'ysis.  Facial 
motor  paralysis. 

Bellocq’s  Sound.  An  instru¬ 
ment  for  plugging  the  pos¬ 
terior  nares. 


Bellows  Sound.  A  puffing 
sound  of  the  heart  heard  on 
auscultation ;  called  also  bruit 
de  soufflet, 

Bence-Jones  Albumose.  A 

protein  found  in  the  urine  in 
disease  of  the  bone  marrow. 

Benig:n  (be-nin').  Non-malig- 
nant.  Not  cancerous. 

Benzo'ic  Acid  (ben-zo'-ik  as-id). 
An  alterative  and  expectorant. 
Also  antiseptic  and  diuretic. 

Beri-beri  (ber'i-ber'I).  An 
acute  neuritis,  common  in 
some  parts  of  the  tropics, 
associated  with  anaemia  and 
dropsy. 
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Beta-naphthol.  A  parasiticide 
and  intestinal  disinfectant  used 
both  internally  and  externally. 

Bi  =  car  bonate.  Any  salt  con¬ 
taining  two  equivalents  of 
carbonic  acid  and  one  of  a 
base.  Sodium  bicarbonate,  or 
bread  soda,  is  much  used  in 
medicine  as  an  antacid,  seda¬ 
tive  and  expectorant. 

Bi'ceps  (bl'-seps).  The  two- 
headed  muscles  in  front  of  the 
humerus  and  behind  the 
femur.  (See  illustration.) 


Bicus'pid  (bi-kus'-pid).  Having 
two  points  or  cusps.  The  two 
teeth  immediately  behind  the 
canines  in  each  jaw  are  bicus¬ 
pids.  B.  Valve,  the  valve  be¬ 
tween  the  left  auricle  and  left 
ventricle  of  the  heart,  known 
also  as  the  mitral  valve. 

Bidet' (be-day).  A  small  bath  on 
three  legs,  used  in  self-injec¬ 
tion. 

Bier’s  Treatment  (Beers). 
Treatment  of  acute  inflamma¬ 
tions  by  hyperjemia,  produced 
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by  suction  glasses  or  by  elastic 
constriction. 

Bifur'cate  (bi-fur'-kate). 
Forked. 

Bigas'ter  (bi-gas'-ter).  Double- 
bellied,  a  term  applied  to  cer¬ 
tain  muscles. 

Bilat'eral  (bi-lat'-er-al).  Two- 
sided.  Pertaining  to  both 
sides. 

Bile  (bile).  Gall.  The  secretion 
of  the  liver ;  greenish,  bitter 
and  viscid. 

Bile  Pigments.  Bilirubin  and 
Biliverdin,  q.v.  These  pig¬ 
ments  appear  in  the  faeces  as 
stercobilin  and  in  the  urine  as 
urobilin.  In  cases  of  jaundice 
j  the  unaltered  pigments  bili¬ 
rubin  and  biliverdin  appear  in 
the  urine.  {See  Biliuria.) 

Bilhar'zia  (bil-har'-ze-a).  A 
parasitic  fluke  found  in  the 
blood  supply  of  the  liver.  The 
eggs  of  this  worm  are  the  main 
cause  of  the  symptoms  in 
those  affected ;  they  are  spiny, 
and  therefore  cause  bleeding 
wherever  they  lodge ;  these 
eggs  are  found  ip  enormous 
numbers  in  the  bladder  or 
rectum,  or  both. 

Bil'iary  Ducts  (bil'-ya-re 
dukts).  Canals  of  liver  which 
convey  the  bile  to  the  intestine 
(duodenum). 

Biliary  Fistula.  An  unnatural 
opening,  caused  by  operation, 
injury  or  disease,  between  the 
gall-bladder  or  bile  ducts  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  surface 
of  the  body  or  an  internal 
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viscus  (e.g.  stomach,  large 
intestine)  on  the  other. 

Bil'ious  (bil'-yus).  Connected 
with  bile.  In  lay  phraseology, 
those  suffering  from  digestive 
disturbance  associated  with 
constipation  and  nausea  are 
said  to  be  bilious. 

Bilirubin  (bil-i-ru'-bin).  A 
bright  yellow  pigment,  which 
is  the  chief  colouring  matter  in 
bile.  It  is  derived  from  the 
haemoglobin  of  the  blood. 


Diagram  showing  Bile  Ducts. 


Biliuria  (bil-i-ur'-e-a).  Pres¬ 
ence  of  bile  in  the  urine. 
Choluria.  To  test  for  bile  pig¬ 
ment,  pour  a  few  drops  of  the 
Mrine  on  a  white  plate,  and  add 
a  few  drops  of  strong  nitric 
acid,  when  if  the  colouring 
matter  be  present,  a  play  of 
colours — violet,  green  and  red 
will  occur. 

Biliverdin  (bil-i-ver'-din).  A 
green  pigment  in  bile.  Like 
bilirubin  it  is  derived  from 
hjemoglobin 


I  Biman'ual  (bi-man'-u-al). 

I  With  two  hands.  By  the  use 
!  of  both  hands, 
i  Binau'ral  (bin-aw'-ral).  Per- 
j  taining  to  both  ears. 

!  Binder  (bln'-der).  A  broad 
band  passed  tightly  round  the 
abdomen  after  child-birth.  An 
ordinary  round  towel,  or  a  piece 
]  of  flannel  of  the  same  length 
j  and  breadth  will  do  for  the 
mother.  The  infant  needs  a 
I  fine  flannel  or  twilled  binder, 

I  4  inches  broad,  and  long 
enough  to  go  well  round  the 
body  and  overlap. 

Binl'odide  of  mercury  (bin- 
eye' -o-dyed).  A  very  powerful 
poisonous  antiseptic,  similar 
'  m  composition  and  properties 
to  perchloride  of  mercury,  but 
less  irritating  to  the  skin.  See 
!  Corrosive  Sublimate. 

BinSc'ular  (bi-nok'-u-lar).  Re¬ 
lating  to  both  eyes.  Binocular 
'  vision  is  the  means  whereby 
the  distance  of  an  object  is 
‘  judged.  If  the  sight  of  one 
!  eye  is  lost,  the  accuracy  of 
'  such  judgment  is  much  im- 
1  paired. 

I  BiogSn'Ssis  (bl-o-jcn'-es-is).  The 
i  birth  of  living  matter  from 
I  living  matter.  Cf.  abiogene- 
sis. 

Biftl'ogy  (bi-Sl'-o-je).  The 
science  of  life  and  living  or¬ 
ganisms. 

Bi'os.  The  Greek  word  for 
,  life  ;  hence  sometimes  “  bio- 
!  nomy”  is  used  instead  of 
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physiology  ;  “  biostatistics  " 

for  vital  statistics,  &c. 

Bip'arous.  Bearing  twins. 

Bipo'lar  Version.  See  Ver¬ 
sion. 

Blpp.  An  antiseptic  paste  con¬ 
taining  bismuth,  iodoform,  and 
paraffin. 

Birth.  The  act  of  being  born. 
B.  mark,  congenital  nasvus. 
B.  paralysis,  paralysis  due  to 
injury  occurring  at  birth. 

Bis'muth  (biz'-muth).  A  metal, 
the  salts  of  which  are  used  in 
medicine  as  a  stomachic  seda¬ 
tive  and  tonic.  Causes  black 
stools.  Over-dose  poisons.  Is 
opaque  to  X-rays.  B.  Feed  for 
X-ray  examination  of  stomach 
and  intestines. 

Bis'tourjHbis'-tu-re).  A  small 
surgical  knife,  usually  curved. 

Bistoury. 

Bi' valve.  Having  two  valves. 

Black  Draught.  Mist.  Senna 
Co.  (B.P.).  Purge,  containing 
senna. 

Black  Head.  See  Com'edo. 

Black  Wash.  Lot'io  ni  gra.  A 
lotion  of  calomel  and  limewater 
used  for  external  application 
to  venereal  sores. 

Blackwater  Fever.  A  disease 
of  tropical  climates,  especially 
those  of  Africa ;  subsequent 
attacks  may  occur  after  re¬ 
moval  from  the  infected 
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country.  It  is  characterised 
by  high  fever,  hcemoglobin- 
uria,  jaundice,  &c. 

Blad'der  A  hollow  organ  in 
which  the  urine  formed  by  the 
kidneys  collects  until  a  desire 
arises  to  expel  it.  The  chan¬ 
nel  by  which  this  is  effected  is 
called  the  urethra,  and  is  in 
the  female  about  inches  in 
length.  The  two  ureters  con¬ 
duct  the  urine,  as  it  is  formed 
by  the  kidneys,  to  the  bladder. 

Blas'toderm.  Germinal  mem¬ 
brane  of  ovum. 

Blaud’s  Pills  (blawd,  properly 
bio).  Contain  iron.  Given 
chiefly  in  anaemia. 

Bleaching  Powder.  Chlo¬ 
rinated  lime.  A  disinfectant 
and  decoloriser. 

Bleb  (bleb).  The  raised  skin 
caused  by  blistering.  A  blister, 
a  vesicle. 

Bleeder.  See  HiEMOPHiL'iA. 

Blennorrhoe'a  (blen-nor-re'-a). 
Discharge  of  mucus  from  the 
urethra  ;  gonorrhoea. 

Blennophthal'mia  (blen  -  of- 
thal'-me-a).  Catarrh  of  the 
conjunctiva. 

Blephari'tis  (blef-a-ri'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  eyelids. 
Terms  commencing  “  bleph  ” 
refer  to  the  eyelids. 

Bleph'arospasm.  Spasmodic 
closure  of  the  eye.  Commonly 
due  to  the  presence  of  a  foreign 
body  in  the  eye  or  to  ulceration 
of  the  cornea. 

Blindness  (blind).  Lack  of  sight. 
Colour  b.  an  inability  to  dis- 
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tinguish  certain  colours.  Cor-  j 
tical  b.  blindness  due  to  a  ' 
lesion  of  the  visual  centre  in 
the  brain.  Night  b.  or  nyctal¬ 
opia,  inability  to  see  in  a  dim  j 
light.  Snow  b,  dimness  of 
vision  with  pain  and  lacrima- 
tion  due  to  the  glare  of  sun-  j 
light  upon  snow.  Word  _b. 
inability  to  recognise  familiar 
written  words  owing  to  a  lesion  ! 
of  the  brain. 

Blind-spot.  Point  where  the 
optic  nerve  enters  the  retina  :  | 
it  is  absolutely  blind. 

Blis'ter.  A  collection  of  serum 
between  the  layers  of  the  skin. 
A  bleb,  a  vesicle.  An  agent 
producing  a  bleb ;  usually  a 
blistering  fluid  or  a  plaster 
(cantharides). 

Blood.  The  red  fluid  which 
circulates  through  the  heart, 
arteries,  capillaries  and  veins. 
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3,  white  blood  corpuscles. 


Blood  consists  of  a  pale  yel¬ 
lowish  albuminous  fluid,  called 
serum,  in  which  are  carried 
numerous  minute  cells  or  cor¬ 
puscles,  There  are  the  red 
blood  corpuscles,  or  erythro¬ 
cytes,  which  hold  the  haemo¬ 
globin  and  give  to  blood  its  red 
colour,  white  blood  corpuscles 
or  leucocytes,  and  blood  plate¬ 
lets  which  are  minute  discs. 

The  functions  of  the  blood 
are  to  carry  to  the  tissues  the 
water  and  nourishment  which 
they  require,  to  take  off  the 
waste  products  of  their  growth 
and  activities,  and  to  distribute 
heat  equably  through  the  body. 
In  addition  the  blood  carries 
the  antitoxins  and  other  sub¬ 
stances  which  defend  the 
system  against  bacterial  inva¬ 
sion,  and  certain  ferments  and 
chemical  compounds  which  are 
necessary  for  the  general  func¬ 
tions  of  the  body  or  the  indi¬ 
vidual  functions  of  the  various 
organs. 

Blood  serum  contains  in  solu¬ 
tion  a  substance  termed  fibrin¬ 
ogen  which,  under  certain  in¬ 
fluences,  e.g.  inflammation, 
exposure  to  the  air,  and  through 
the  action  of  a  ferment — the 
fibrin  ferment — becomes  co¬ 
agulated  into  fibrin  or  clot. 
This  clotting  of  blood  is  the 
chief  natural  defence  against 
death  from  continued  hasmor- 
rhage. 

Blood-casts.  Small  shreds  of 
coagulated  blood  found  in  the 
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urine  in  certain  cases  of  dis¬ 
ease  or  injury  of  the  kidney. 

Blood-count.  Examination 
and  enumeration  microscopic¬ 
ally  of  the  various  corpuscles 
in  the  blood. 

Blood-'letting.  Bleeding, 
phlebotomy,  venesection.  The 
withdrawal  of  blood  for  thera¬ 
peutic  purposes  by  means  of 
leech-bites  or  incision  of  a  vein. 

Bloodless  Opera'tion.  An 
operation  unaccompanied  by 
loss  of  blood.  In  the  case  of 
a  cutting  operation  the  blood 
is  expelled  from  the  part 
operated  upon  by  raising  the 
limb  and  applying  a  tourniquet 
or  by  applying  an  Esmarch’s 
bandage. 

Bloodshot.  Congested  with 
blood. 

Blue  Baby.  An  infant  affected 
with  cyanosis  due  to  a  defect 
of  the  heart. 

Blunt  Hook.  An  instrument 
used  in  certain  cases  of  difficult 
labour. 

Boil  (boil').  Fur'uncle.  Popular 
name  for  a  small  swelling  due 
to  acute  inflammation  round  a 
hair  follicle. 

Bo'lus  (bo'-lus).  A  very  large 
pill ;  abbreviation,  bol. 

Bom'bus  (bom'-bus).  Beating 
sound  in  the  ears. 

Bone.  The  hard  skeleton  of 
the  body.  The  toughness  of 
bone  is  due  to  the  cartilaginous 
and  fibrous  tissue  which  it 
contains,  whilst  its  hardness  is 
due  to  the  mineral  substance — 


chiefly  phosphate  and  carbon¬ 
ate  of  lime — with  which  it  is 
impregnated.  The  outer  layers 
of  a  bone  are  harder  and  denser 


A.  Vertical  Section  of  Compact 

Bone. 

B.  Transverse  Section  of  Com¬ 

pact  Bone  showing  Haver¬ 
sian  canals. 

than  the  inner  layers.  The 
former  constitute  the  compact 
tissue,  while  the  latter  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  cancellous  tissue. 

Bone -grafting.  An  operation 
in  which  a  defect  in  one  bone 
is  filled  by  a  piece  of  bone 
recently  removed  from  an 
animal. 

Bone-setter.  An  empirical 
person  who  claims  to  be  skilled 
in  the  reduction  of  fractures 
and  dislocations. 

Borac'ic  Acid  (bo-ras'-ik  as-id). 
Boric  Acid.  A  mild  antiseptic 
in  the  form  of  white  crystals, 
used  to  impregnate  lint  and 
wool,  which  are  coloured 
pink  to  distinguish  them. 
Makes  a  good  eye-wash  for  in- 
I  fants.  Usual  strength  when 


32 


Bor 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Bra 


used  as  a  lotion,  one  drachm  ' 
to  half  a  pint  of  water. 

Bor’ax  (bor'ax).  Boracic  acid 
and  soda :  used  as  an  antisep¬ 
tic,  and  as  a  soothing  drug  in 
diseases  of  the  throat,  nares, 
&c. 

Borboryg'mus  (bor-bo-rig'- 
mus).  Rumbling  in  the  intes¬ 
tines. 

Bor  ic  Acid.  Borac'ic  acii  q.v, 

Boroglyceride  (bo-ro-glis'-er- 
ide).  An  antiseptic  paste  of 
boric  acid  and  glycerine.  ' 

BotalTo’s  Fora'men.  An  oval 
opening  in  the  heart  of  the  j 
foetus.  B.  duct,  the  ductus 
arteriosus.  ! 

Bothrioceph'-alus  La'tus. 
The  broad  tape  worm. 

BStulis'mus  (bot-u-liz'-mus). 
Sausage  poisoning. 

Bou'gie  (boo'-jie).  A  slender 
instrument  for  dilating  con-  ' 
tracted  passages,  made  of  ; 
metal,  elastic-gum,  whalebone 
or  catgut. 


Bougies. 

(a)  Bulbous;  (b)  acorn-tipped 
(c)  tapering. 


Bouillon  (boo-e-yaw-n).  French 
term  for  broth. 

Bourdonet.  A  roll  of  lint  used 
to  keep  open  an  incised 
wound. 


Bov'rll.  A  nourishing  liquid 
extract  of  beef. 

Bow'el  (bow'el).  The  intes¬ 
tine.  The  gut. 


Bowel. 


Bozemann’s  Catheter  (Bo'- 
ze-mans  kath'-e-ter).  A  cath¬ 
eter  grooved  for  ensuring 
the  unobstructed  return  of 
fluid  injected  through  the 
catheter  itself. 

Bra  chial  (bra'-ke-al).  Pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  arm.  B.  artery,  the 
main  artery  of  the  arm  ;  it  is  a 
continuation  of  the  axillary 
artery.  B.  plexus,  the  plexus 
of  nerves  supplying  the  arm, 
forearm,  and  hand. 

Bra'chium  (bra'-ke-um).  The 
arm :  extends  from  the  shoulder 
to  the  elbow. 

BrSdycar'dia  (brad-e-kar'-de-a). 
Abnormally  reduced  frequency 
of  the  pulse. 

Brain'  (brayn').  All  that  part 
of  the  central  nervous  system, 
exclusive  of  the  nerves  them- 
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selves,  which  is  contained  | 
within  the  cranium.  I 


Side  view  of  Brain. 


Brain  from  above  showing  the  1 
two  cerebral  hemispheres  and  their  ! 
convolutions.  I 


Branchial  (bran'-ke-al).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  gills.  Thus 
branchial  cysts  are  sometimes 
found  in  certain  regions  of  the 
neck  as  vestiges  of  the  gill- 
stage  of  foetal  development. 

Brandy.  A  spirit  made  from 
wine  by  distillation.  Spiritus 
vini  gallici. 

Braun's  Blunt  Hook  (Brown’s). 
A  metal  instrument  for  de¬ 
capitating  a  foetus  which  can¬ 
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not  be  delivered  in  any  other 
way. 

Braxton  Hicks'  Method.  See 

Bipo'.ar  Version. 

Breast  (brest).  (i)  The  milk 
secreting  gland.  (2)  The  an¬ 
terior  surface  of  the  thorax. 
See  Mamma. 

Breath  (breth).  Air  taken  into 
and  expelled  from  the  lungs. 
B.  sounds,  the  sounds  heard  by 
auscultation  of  the  chest  during 
respiration. 

Breathing.  Respiration. 

Breech.  The  buttock.  B. 
presentation,  presentation  of 
buttocks  of  foetus  in  labour. 

Brgg'ma.  See  Fontanelle. 

Bright’s  Disease.  Disease  of 
the  kidney,  associated  with 
albuminuria,  casts,  and  often 
with  dropsy. 

Brilliant  Green.  An  anti¬ 
septic  used  in  solutions  which 
have  a  green  colour. 

Brise=pierre(breez-pi-air).  An 
instrument  used  for  crushing 
stones  in  the  bladder.  Usually 
called  a  lithotrite. 

Broad  Lig'aments.  The  folds 
of  peritoneum  with  the  con¬ 
tained  ligaments,  blood-vessels, 
fallopian  tubes,  &c.,  which  pass 
outwards  on  each  side  of  the 
uterus. 

Bro'mides  (bro'-mides).  In 
large  doses  are  valuable 
hypnotics  ;  in  small  doses 
they  lessen  cerebral  ex¬ 
citement.  They  consist  of  a 
combination  of  bromine  with 
potassium,  sodium,  or  am- 
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monium.  Especially  valuable 
for  epilepsy. 

BrSmidro'sis  (bro-mi-dro'-sis). 
Offensive  sweating  most  com¬ 
mon  in  the  feet. 

Bron'chi  (brong'-ki).  The  two 
tubes  into  which  the  trachea 
divides,  opposite  the  third 
dorsal  vertebra. 


Trachea  and  Bronchi. 


Bron'chial  tubes  (brong'-ke-al). 
The  smaller  tubes  into  which 
the  bronchi  divide  in  the  lung. 

Bronchiec'tasis  (bron'-ke-ek'- 
tas-sis).  A  disease  of  the 
bronchial  tubes  in  which  they 
become  dilated  and  usually 
secrete  offensive  pus  in  large 
quantities. 

Bron'chiole  (bron'c-ke-6I).  A 
minute  bronchial  tube.  , 

Bronchi'tis  (brong- kl' -  tis).  ] 
Inflammation  of  the  bronchial 
tubes. 

Bron'chocele  (brong'-ko-sel). 
Enlargement  of  the  thyroid 
gland ;  goitre. 

Bronchoph'ony  (brong-kof'-o- 
ne).  In  auscultation,  the  re-  i 


sonance  of  the  voice  over  the 
bronchi. 

Broncho-pneumo'nia  (brong- 
ko-new-mo'-ne-a).  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  bronchial  tubes  and 
lungs. 

Bronchorrhoe'a  (bron'-kor-re'- 
a).  Copiousexpectoration  from 
the  bronchi. 

Bron'choscope  (bron'-ko- 
skope).  An  instrument  for 
seeing  into  the  main  bronchi. 

Brow-presentation.  Pres¬ 
entation  of  brow  of  foetus  in 
i  labour. 

'  Brownian  Movement.  Os¬ 
cillatory  movement  seen  under 
the  microscope  in  fine  particles 
suspended  in  a  liquid, 
j  Bru'it  (broo-e').  The  French 
I  for  “sound,"  used  with  regard 
I  to  the  sounds  heard  in  auscul¬ 
tation.  Bruit  de  craquement, 
crackling; — de  Diable,  hum¬ 
ming; — de  frottement.  friction ; 
— de  potfSl6,  cracked-pot ; — de 
rape,  rasping  ; — desoufflet,  bel¬ 
lows  sound. 

Brun'ner’s  QIands  (broo'- 
ner).  Glands  of  the  duodenum. 

Bryg'mus  (brig'-mus).  Grind¬ 
ing  the  teeth  together. 

Bu'bo  (bew'-bo).  Swelling  of 
glands  of  groin  with  sup¬ 
puration  ;  sometimes  due  to 
gonorrhoea,  and  therefore  to 
be  approached  with  care  by  the 
nurse.  Old  dressings  to  be 
burnt  at  once,  and  forceps 
used  in  removing  them. 

Bubd  nic  Plague  (bew-bon'-ik 
plag).  Oriental  plague,  which 
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in  some  forms  is  characterised 
by  the  development  of  buboes. 

Bubon'ocele  (bu-bon'-o-sel). 
Inguinal  hernia. 

Buc'cal  (buk'-kal).  Pertaining 
to  the  mouth. 

B^uc'cinator  (buk'-sin-S-tor). 
The  muscle  of  the  cheek. 

Bu'chu  (bu'-ku).  Drug  used  as 
a  diuretic  and  urinary  disin¬ 
fectant. 

Bulb.  A  rounded  expansion  of 
an  organ. 

Bulbar  Palsy.  Paralysis  due 
to  disease  of  the  Spinal  bulb,  or 
medulla  oblongata. 

Bulim'ia  (bu-lim'-e-a).  Exces¬ 
sive  appetite. 

Bul'lse  (bul'-le).  Large  blisters. 

Bun'ion  (bun'-yun).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  a  bursa  situated 
over  the  metatarsophalangeal 
joint  of  the  great  toe. 

Buphthal'mus  (buf-thal'-mus). 
Distension  or  dropsy  of  the 
eye.  * 

Burnett’s  Fluid.  A  solution  of 
chloride  of  zinc  used  as  a  dis¬ 
infectant.  Poison. 

Burns  (burns).  Any  severe  burn 
or  scald  is  usually  followed  by 
collapse,  and  for  this  the  nurse 
must  watch.  Most  cases  of 
burns  run  through  three  stages 
— (i)  Shock,  lasting  36  hours ; 
(2)  Fever,  lasting  10  days;  (3) 
Convalescence,  lasting  7  to  14 
days. 

Bursae  Mucos'ae  (bur-see 
mu-ko'-see).  Sacs  in  the  con¬ 
nective  tissue  chiefly  about  the 
joints.  They  are  lined  with 
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synovial  membrane  and  their 
function  is  to  reduce  friction. 

Bursitis  (bur-si'-tis).  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  a  bursa. 

Buttock.  The  gluteal  promin¬ 
ence.  Breech.  Nates. 


C. 

Cach'et  (kash'-ay).  A  wafer  or 
oapsule  in  which  medicines 
are  enclosed. 

Cachex'ia  (ka-kek'-se-a).  A 
state  of  malnutrition  and  de¬ 
bility  produced  by  chronic  ab¬ 
sorption  of  toxins. 

Cadav'er  (kad-av-er).  A  corpse.  ’ 
A  dead  body. 

Cadu'ca  (ka-du'-ka).  Deciduous 
membrane  of  the  uterus. 

Caeci'tis  (se-ki'-tis).  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  c$cum. 

Cse'cop'lication.  The  opera¬ 
tion  of  taking  a  pleat  in  the 
caecum. 

Caeco=8ignioid08'tomy  (see'- 
ko-sig-moi-dos'-to-me).  Opera¬ 
tion  for  establishing  direct 
communication  between  the 
caecum  and  sigmoid  colon. 

Caecos'tomy  (se-kos'-to-me). 
The  operation  of  bringing  the 
caecum  to  the  surface  through 
an  abdominal  incision,  and 
opening  it  there. 

Cse'cum  (se'-kum).  The  blind 
intestine;  a  cul-de-sac  at  the 
commencement  of  the  large 
intestine  (See  Bowel.) 

Caesa'rean  Sec'tion  (se-za'-re- 
an  sek'-shun).  Delivery  of  the 
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foetus  through  an  incision  in  i 
the  abdominal  and  uterine  ' 
walls.  Caesar  is  supposed  to  i 
have  been  thus  born  after  the  I 
death  of  his  mother  ;  now  the  | 
operation  is  performed  to  save  i 
foetus  and  mother  too.  ' 

Caf'feine  (kaf'-feen).  The  alka-  i 
loid  of  cofiee  and  tea;  a  cere-  [ 
bral  stimulant  and  powerful  | 
diuretic.  Sometimes  given  for  j 
headaches  and  neuralgia.  j 

Caisson  Disease  (kay'-sonri).  j 
A  disease  caused  by  rapid  i 
fluctuations  of  atmospheric  j 
pressure :  especially  prevalent  | 
among  those  who  work  in 
caissons,  as  in  bridge  construc¬ 
tion,  &c.,  unless  the  proper  pre-  I 
cautions  are  taken. 

Caj'eput  Oil  (kaj'-e-put  oyl). 
Used  as  a  stimulant. 

Cal'abarBean  (kal'-a-bar  been). 

A  spinal  sedative  and  depres¬ 
sant.  The  alkaloid  is  called 
physostigmine,  and  is  used  in 
ophthalmic  cases.  It  contracts 
the  pupil. 

Cal'amine.  Zinc  carbonate. 

Calca'neus  (kal-ka'-ne-us). 
Club-foot  in  which  only  the 
heel  reaches  the  ground. 

Calca'reous  (kal-ka'-re-us). 
Containing  lime. 

Calcina'tion  (kal-sin-a'-shun). 
Expulsion  of  water  and  other 
volatile  substances  by  heat. 

CaTcium  ChloTide  and 
Lac'tate.  Two  salts  of  lime 
given  with  a  view  of  increasing 
the  coagulability  of  the  blood, 
and  thus  of  preventing  hsemor-  i 


rhage  should  any  be  anti¬ 
cipated. 

Cal'culus  (kal'-ku-lus).  A  con¬ 
cretion  found  in  the  various 
reservoirs  of  the  body,  usually 
called  stone  or  gravel.  It  is 
most  common  in  the  bladder, 
and  the  operations  for  the 
removal  or  crushing  of  the 
stone  are  lithotomy,  lithotrity, 
and  litholopaxy  (which  see). 
Calculi  are  also  found  in  the 
kidney  and  the  gall  bladder, 
and  more  rarely  in  the  bronchi, 
intestines,  and  veins. 

Cal'enture  (kal'-en-tyur).  _  A 
remittent  fever  of  tropical 
climes.  Malaria. 

Calf  s  Foot  Jelly.  Thoroughly 
clean  two  calfs  feet,  cut  into 
pieces,  and  stew  in  two  quarts 
of  water  till  reduced  to  one 
quart ;  when  cold  take  off  the 
i  fat,  and  separate  the  jelly 

from  the  sediment.  Then 
'  put  the  jelly  into  a  saucepan, 

'  with  white  wine  and  brandy 

I  and  flavouring  to  taste,  with 

;  the  shells  and  whites  of 

four  eggs  well  mixed  together, 
boil  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
j  cover  it  and  let  it  stand  for 

a  short  time,  and  strain  while 
i  hot  into  a  mould  through  a 

;  flannel  bag. 

I  Cal'ipers  (kal'-e-perz).  Surgical 
I  instruments  for  measuring  the 

!  chest,  the  pelvis,  the  variation 

of  abdominal  tumours,  &c. 
Also  a  two-pointed  instrument 
of  similar  shape  to  the  above, 
used  for  fixing  a  bone  by 
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actual  penetration  of  some  i 
part  of  it,  as  in  the  treatment  | 
of  fractures.  Calipers  is  often  | 
also  spelt  callipers.  See  also  i 
Pelvimeter.  | 

Cal'lous  (kaP-lus).  Hard,  in-  ! 

sensible,  thickened. 

Cal'lus  (kal'-lus).  The  new 
bone  formed  when  a  frac-  ! 
tured  bone  unites.  | 

Cal'omel  (kal'-o-mel).  Sub¬ 
chloride  of  mercury.  An  altera¬ 
tive  and  purgative. 

Cal'orie  (kal'-or-ee).  Scientific  1 
term  for  the  standard  unit  of  : 
heat.  I 

Calva'rium  (kal-va'-re-um).  The  ^ 
upper  half  of  the  skull.  The  ! 
cranial  vault.  i 

Calvit'ies  (kal-vish'-i-ez).  Bald-  I 
ness.  ! 

Calx.  Lime.  Calcium  oxide.  | 
Cam'phor  (kam'-for).  A  volatile 
antispasmodic,  anodyne,  anta-  j 
phrodisiac  and  diaphoretic.  I 
CanaT  of  Nuck.  A  narrow  I 
passage  along  which  the  * 
round  ligament  passes  to  the  J 
region  of  the  pubes ;  it  is 
sometimes  the  seat  of  in¬ 
guinal  hernia,  and  occasion¬ 
ally  of  cysts. 

Cancel'll  (kan-sel'-i).  The  min¬ 
ute  cells  in  a  bone.  {See  Bone.)  ! 
Can'cer  (kan'-ser).  A  malignant  i 
growth.  I 

Can'croid  (kan'-kroid).  A  tu-  ! 

mour  of  cancer-like  appearance.  ! 
Can'crum  O'ris.  Ulceration  of  i 
the  mouth.  Has  nothing  to  j 
do  with  cancer. 

Ca'nine  Teeth  (ka'-nine  teeth).  I 
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The  four  eye-teeth,  next  the 
incisors.  {See  Teeth.) 

Can'nabis  In'dlca  (kan'-na-bis 
in'-dik-a).  Indian  hemp, 
haschisch ;  a  soporific  and 
cerebral  stimulant. 

Can'nula  (kan'nu-la).  Surgical 
name  for  a  metal  tube,  such 
as  that  inserted  in  the  throat 
after  tracheotomy. 


Tracheotomy  Tubes. 

Canthar'ides  (kan  -  thar' -  e - 
deez).  Dried  Spanish  flies,  used 
to  produce  blisters  {which  see). 
Also  given  internally  as  a  urin¬ 
ary  and  genital  irritant.  Poison. 

!  Can'thus  (kan'-thus).  The  angle 
of  the  eye-lids. 

Caout'chouc  (kow'tshook). 
India-rubber. 

Cap'elline.  Bandage  for  the 
head. 

Cap'illary  (or  kap-il'-la-re). 
The  minute  blood-vessels  con¬ 
necting  the  veins  and  arteries. 

Cap'sicum  (kap'-se-cum).  Cay¬ 
enne  pepper.  A  local  and 
arterial  stimulant. 
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Cap'sular  Lig'aments  (kap'- 
su-lar  lig'-a-ments).  The  liga¬ 
ments  at  a  joint  which  hold 
the  synovial  membrane. 

Capsuli'tls  (kap-su-li'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  sac  of  the 
lens  of  the  eye. 

Cap'utSucceda'neum.  Swell¬ 
ing  on  infant's  head,  due  to 
pressure  during  labour. 

Carbohydrate  (kar-bo-high'- 
drayt).  Substances  composed 
of  carbon,  oxygen,  and  hydro¬ 
gen  only.  Sugar  and  starch 
are  examples  of  carbohydrate 
foods. 

CarbSl'ic  Acid  (kar-bol'-ik 
as-id).  A  powerful  antiseptic 
produced  from  coal  tar.  In  its 
pure  state  it  is  called  phenol. 
Highly  poisonous. 

CarbOl'ic  Gauze  (kar-bol'-ik 
gawz).  Unbleached  tarlatan 
impregnated  with  carbolic 


acid,  resin,  and  paraffin;  usu¬ 
ally  prepared  in  lengths  of  6 
yds.  by  i  yd.,  and  used  in 
antiseptic  dressings.  Should 
be  kept  in  a  tightly-closing  tin 
box. 

Car'bonate  (kar'-bon-ate). 
Compound  of  carbonic  acid 
and  a  base. 

Carbo  Lignl.  Wood  char¬ 
coal.  Given  for  chronic  diar¬ 
rhoea  and  dyspepsia. 

Car'bon  Diox'ide.  A  gas  which 
is  formed  in  the  system  by 
the  metabolic  processes  of  the 
body,  and  excreted  through  the 
lungs.  At  extremely  low  tem¬ 
peratures  this  gas  forms  a 
liquid,  and  lower  still  a  sub¬ 
stance  resembling  snow.  The 
latter  is  often  used  for  destroy¬ 
ing  nasvi  and  similar  superficial 
growths  on  the  skin. 

Car'b  uncle  (kar'-bunk-l). 
Severe  inflammation  of  a  piece 
of  the  skin  and  adjacent  tissue  ; 
a  large  and  painful  boil. 
Carcino'ma  (kar-se-no'-ma). 

A  type  of  cancer. 

Card'amom  (kard'a-mum).  A 
carminative  and  stomachic 
i  drug. 

I  Car'dia  (kar'-de-ah).  (i)  The 
j  heart.  (2)  The  aperture  be¬ 
tween  the  oesophagus  and  the 
1  stomach. 

'  Car'diac  (kar'-de-ak).  Relating 
I  to  the  heart. 

;  Car'diac  At'rbphy  (kar'-de-ak 
j  at'-r6-fe).  Fatty  degeneration 
1  of  the  heart. 
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Cardial'gia  (kar-de-al'-je-a). 
Pain  in  the  heart. 

Car'dlogram.  The  tracing 
obtained  by  the  use  of  the 
cardiograph. 

Car'diograph  (kar'-de-o-graf). 
An  instrument  which  records 
the  movements  of  the  heart. 

Car'diosclero'sis  (kar'-de-o- 
skler-o'-sis).  Degeneration 
of  the  heart  and  its  arteries. 

Car'diovas'cular.  Pertaining 
to  the  heart  and  circulating 
system. 

Cardi'tis  (kar-di'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  muscle  of  the 
heart. 

Ca'ries  (ka're-eez).  Decay  of 
bone. 

Carmin'ative  (or  kar'-min-a- 
tiv).  A  remedy  for  flatulence. 

Car'neous  (kar'-ne-uss).  Flesh 
like. 

Carot'ic  (ka-rot'-ik).  Producing 
stupor. 

Cardt'id  (ka-rot'id).  Name 
given  to  the  two  great  arteries 
of  the  neck,  and  to  structures 
connected  with  them. 

CarphOl'ogy  (kar-fol'-o-ji). 
Picking  the  bedclothes,  a  grave 
symptom  in  acute  diseases. 

Car'pus  (kar'-pus).  The  wrist. 

Carrel'  Dakin  Treatment.  A 
form  of  wound  treatment  by 
the  insertion  into  every  ac¬ 
cessible  ramification  of  the 
wound  of  narrow  rubber  tubes 
[Carrel's  tubes)  with  minute 
apertures  in  their  sides.  The 
ends  of  the  tubes  are  outside 
the  dressings,  which  are  so 
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arranged  as  not  to  press  on 
the  tubes.  Through  these 
ends  frequent  irrigations  with 
antiseptic  fluids  are  carried 
out:  Dakin's  fluid  is  much 
used  for  this  pui;pose;  it  is  a 
hypochlorite  solution.  Eusol 
is  also  used  in  the  same 
way. 

Car'rier.  An  individual  who 
harbours  in  his  body  the  micro¬ 
organisms  of  disease,  and  thus 
acts  as  a  carrier  of  infection, 
e.g.  typhoid  carrier. 

Car'ron  Oil  (kar'-run  oyl).  Lin¬ 
seed  oil  and  lime  water  in 
equal  parts :  a  dressing  still 
used  for  burns,  though  it  is 
much  inferior  to  several  other 
substances  for  this  purpose. 

Car'tilag  (kar'-te-laje).  Gristle  ; 
a  transparent  substance  of  the 
body,  very  elastic  and  softer 
than  bone. 

Carunc'ula  (ka-rungk'-yu-la). 
A  small  fleshy  growth  :  hence 
caruncula  lachrymalis,  the 
small  red  globe  of  the  inner 
corner  of  the  eye ;  and  carun¬ 
cula  myrtiformes,  the  tags 
round  the  orifice  of  the  vagina, 
remnants  of  the  ruptured  hy¬ 
men. 

Cascara  Sagrada  (kas-car-a 
sa-gra'-da).  A  mild  laxative. 

Cascaril'la  (kas-ka-ril'-la). 
Drug  used  as  an  astringent 
and  stimulating  tonic. 

Casea'tion  (kay-se-a'-shun). 
Conversion  into  cheesy 
material,  as  in  breaking  down 
tuberculous  glands. 
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Ca'sein.  An  albuminous  com¬ 
ponent  of  milk 

Cas'tor  Oil  (kas'-ter  oyl). 
Oleum  Riciui  A  purge  of  un¬ 
pleasant  taste.  It  is_  best  ad¬ 
ministered  to  adults  in  coffee, 
or  in  brandy  and  water,  or  with 
lemon  juice.  Pour  some  coffee 
into  a  cup  and  shake  the  cup 
so  that  the  sides  are  wet  with 
coffee ;  pour  the  oil  into  the 
centre  of  the  coffee  ;  make  the 
patient  open  the  lips  widely, 
and  let  the  oil  pass  well  to  the 
back  of  the  throat.  Give  a 
drink  of  pure  coffee  just  before 
and  just  after  the  oil.  For 
children,  powder  a  dessert¬ 
spoon  with  powdered  sugar, 
pour  in  the  oil,  powder  its 
surface  with  sugar.  Give  a 
drink  of  milk  just  before  and 
just  after  the  oil.  .  Usual  dose: 
teaspoonful  for  a  child,  one  to 
three  tablespoonfuls  for  an 
adult. 

Castra'tion  (kas-tra'-shun). 
Removal  of  the  testicles. 

Cat'aclysm  (kat'-a-klizm).  Sud¬ 
den  shock,  affusion. 

Cata'crbt'ic  (kat-a'-krot'-ik). 
Waverings  in  the  downward 
mark  of  the  sphygmograph. 

Cat'alepsy  (kat'-a-lep-se).  A 
period  of  trance,  during  which 
the  limbs  remain  in  any 
position  in  which  they  are 
placed. 

Catame'nia  (kat-a-me'-ne-a). 
Monthly  discharge  in  females. 

Cataphorg'sis  (kat'-a-for-ee'- 
sis).  Introduction  of  drugs 


through  the  unbroken  skin, 
especially  by  means  of  an  elec¬ 
tric  current. 

Cat'aplasm  (kat'-a-plazm).  A 
poultice. 

CSt'aract  (kat'-a-rakt).  Opacity 
of  the  lens  of  the  eye,  causing 
blindness  if  not  removed. 
When  the  opaque  lens  has 
been  removed  by  a  surgical 
operation,  the  nurse  has  to 
secure  perfect  rest  to  the  pati¬ 
ent  in  a  darkened  room. 

Catarrh'  ika-tar').  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
generally  applied  to  the  nose 
and  throat,  but  also  to  the  in¬ 
ternal  organs  at  times.  Thus 
we  hear  of  “  gastric  catarrh  ". 
An  ordinary  cold  in  the  head 
is  “  nasal  catarrh  ".  Inhalations 
may  be  necessary. 

Cat'echu  (kat'-e-ku  or  kat'-e- 
choo).  An  astringent,  given 
chiefly  in  diarrhoea  and  dy¬ 
sentery. 

Catgut.  Material  prepared  from 
sheep’s  intestine  and  used  for 
absorbable  ligatures.  There 
are  several  different  systems 
of  sterilising  catgut,  some  of 
which  render  it  more  and  some 
less  absorbable. 

Cathar'tic  (ka-thar'-tik).  A 
drastic  purge,  such  as  jalap, 
elaterium,  colocynth. 

CSth'eter  (kath'-e-ter).  An  in¬ 
strument  for  withdrawing 
water  from  the  bladder;  made 
either  of  silver,  india-rubber, 
silk  elastic,  glass  or  whale¬ 
bone. 
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a.  Silver  catheter. 

b.  Female  glass  catheter. 

Cath'ode  (kath'-6d).  The  nega¬ 
tive  pole  of  an  electric  battery. 

Cat'ion  (kat'-eye-on).  An  electric 
positive  ion  which  in  electroly¬ 
sis  passes  to  the  negative  elec¬ 
trode  or  cathode. 

Cat'lin,  cat'Hng  (kat'-lin). 
Dagger-shaped  surgical  knife. 


tissue.  The  most  common 
form  is  nitrate  of  silver, pointed 
like  a  pencil,  and  held  in  a 
metal  clip.  The  nurse  must 
be  careful  to  keep  the  caustic 
covered,  and,  in  using  it,  must 
only  touch  the  prescribed  area. 
Perchloride  of  iron  and  sul¬ 
phate  of  copper  are  slightly 
caustic. 

Cau'tery  (kaw'-ter-e).  Applica¬ 
tion  of  heated  metal  to  living 
tissue.  Cautery  irons  are  of 
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Catlin. 

Caud'a  Equi'na  (kaw'-da  ek- 
wi'-na).  The  bundle  of  sacral 
and  lumbar  nerves  at  the  base 
of  the  spine. 

Caudal  Anaesthesia.  Region¬ 
al  anaesthesia  of  the  rectum 
and  perineum  produced  by  in¬ 
jecting  local  anaesthetics  into 
the  sacral  canal  through  the 
sacral  hiatus. 

Caul  (kawl).  Membranes  about 
the  face  and  head  of  some 
infants  at  birth.  The  amni¬ 
on. 

Caus'tic  (kaws'-tik).  A  sub¬ 
stance  which  burns  living 

42 


Cautery  irons. 


Cav 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Cer 


different  shapes,  and  consist  ot  ' 
a  straight  piece  of  iron  fixed  in  i 
a  handle;  the  tip  of  the  iron  is 
either  a  point,  a  button,  or  a 
bulb.  They  are  heated  in  the 
fire  till  red,  and  then  lightly 
touched  on  the  bleeding  sur¬ 
face  to  arrest  the  haemor¬ 
rhage.  The  galvano-cauterv 
and  Paquelin’s  cautery  have  | 
now  largely  replaced  the 
cautery  iron. 

CS'vernousRespira'tion.  A 
hollow  sound,  heard  on  aus¬ 
cultation,  when  there  is  a 
cavity  in  the  lung. 

cav'ity  of  Pel'vis.  The  space 
between  the  pelvic  inlet  and  ' 
outlet,  through  which  the 
fcetus  passes  during  labour. 

Cell.  A  small  jar  containing 
chemicals  which  can  generate  ; 
electricity  when  the  two  ter-  i 
minals  are  connected  by  a  j 
conducting  material  such  as  a  ; 
wire. 

Celluli'tis  (sel-lu-li'-tis).  In-  j 
flammation  of  cellular  or 
areolar  tissue. 

Celluli'tis  VgnSnata.  Cellular 
inflammation  caused  by  blood  i 
poisoning. 

Cen'tigrade  (sen'- te- grade). 
The  scale  of  thermometers  j 
mostly  used  abroad,  the  freez¬ 
ing  point  is  0  degs.,  normal 
body  temp.  37  degs.,  the  boil¬ 
ing  point  is  100  degs. 

Cen'tigramme.  One  hun¬ 
dredth  part  of  a  ^am  ;  about  ; 
one-sixth  of  a  grain.  j 

Cen'timetre  (sen'-te-me-ter). 


A  measure  of  length,  about 
two-fitths  of  an  inch.  Cubic, 
written  cc.,  and  used  in  foreign 
prescriptions,  about  15  minims. 

Central  Midwives  Board. 
The  statutory  authority  which 
controls  and  regulates  the 
practice  of  obstetrics  by  those 
who  are  not  qualified  medical 
practitioners.  The  offices  of 
the  Board  are  at  Caxton 
House,  Westminster,  London. 
S.W. 

Cen'trifuge  (sen'-trif-uj).  An 
instrument  for  separating  sub¬ 
stances  of  different  specific 
gravity  by  rotation. 

Cgphalal'gia  (kef  al-al'-je-a). 
Pain  in  the  head  ;  cephale  is 
used  to  compound  many 
terms ;  thus,  cephalometer,  an 
instrument  for  measuring  the 
head. 

Cephalhsemato'ma  (kef-a-le- 
ma-to'-ma).  A  subcutaneous  or 
subperiosteal  hemorrhage  on 
head  of  an  infant. 

Cepha'lic  Version  (kef-al'-ik 
ver'-shun).  The  production 
artificially  of  a  cephalic  lie  in¬ 
stead  of  a  transverse  or  poda- 
lic  one.  See  also  Bipolar, 
Internal,  External,  Ver¬ 
sion. 

Ceph'alotribe  (kef'-al-o-tribe). 
An  instrument  consisting  of 
two  blades  and  a  screw,  used 
to  crush  the  foetal  head. 

CSrebel'Ium  (ser-e-bel'-lum). 
The  little  brain  at  the  back 
of  the  head,  between  the 
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cerebrum  and  the  medulla 
oblongata.  {See  Brain.) 

Cerebri'tis  (ser-e-bri'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  brain. 

Cer'ebro=spi'nal  Fever.  Epi¬ 
demic  meningitis  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord.  The  fever  is 
often  accompanied  by  a  rash ; 
hence  the  popular  name 
“  spotted  fever 

Cer'ebro=sprna!  Fluid.  The 

clear  watery  fluid  which  lies 
between  the  brain  and  spinal 
cord  and  their  enclosing  mem¬ 
branes. 

CSr'Sbrum  (ser'-e-brum).  The 
larger  part  of  the  brain  occu¬ 
pying  the  cranium.  {See 
Brain.) 

Ceru'men  (se-ru'-men).  Waxy 
secretion  of  the  ear. 

Cervi'cal  (ser-vl'-kal).  Pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  neck. 

Cer'vix  (ser'-vix).  The  neck. 

Cer'vix  U'teri.  The  neck  of 
the  uterus.  A  canal  an  inch 
long  at  the  bottom  of  the 


uterus,  and  opening  into  the 
vagina. 

Chala'zlon  (kal-a'rds-eon). 
A  small  cyst  in  the  eyelid, 
due  to  blocking  of  a  meibo¬ 
mian  follicle. 

Chalyb'Sate  (kaMib'-e-ate). 
Containing  iron. 

Cham'umile  (kam'-o-mile). 
Antispasmodic  medicine. 

Champetier  de  Ribes  (Sham- 
pay'-te-ay  dur  Reebz).  See  De 
Ribes. 

Chan'cre  (shang'-ker).  Syphi¬ 
litic  ulcer.  Contagious ;  old 
dressings  must  be  immediately 
burnt,  and  the  nurse  must  be 
careful  to  use  forceps. 

Chancroid  (shang-kroyd').  See 
Soft  Sore. 

Charbon  (shar-bon).  Anthrax. 
Malignant  pustule. 

Char'coal  (tshar'-koal).  Pre¬ 
scribed  as  a  medicine  in 
dyspepsia,  and  generally  given 
as  tabloids.  A  charcoal 
poultice  is  made  of  equal  parts 
I  of  linseed  meal  and  powdered 
I  charcoal. 

Charcot’s  Joint  (shar-ko') 
A  wasting  of  the  heads  of. 
bones,  with  joint  effusion, 
seen  in  locomotor  ataxy. 

,  Charlatan.  A  quack. 

I  Charpie  (shar-pe').  Lint. 

;  Chart.  Ruled  sheet  of  paper 
[  on  which  the  nurse  has  to 
!  record  the  temperature,  pulse, 

:  &c.,  of  a  patient. 

!  Char'tae  (tshar'-te).  Papers  on 
1  which  medicinal  substances 
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are  spread.  Thus  ChartcE  j 
Sinapis,  mustard  leaves.  j 

Chaulniu']2:ra  Oil  (tshawl- 
moo'-gra  oyl).  Given  in  j 
leprosy  and  skin  diseases.  i 
Used  e.xternally  as  a  local  i 
stimulant. 

Cheili'tis  (ki-li'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  lip. 

Cheiropompholyx(ki'-ro-pom'- 
fo-liks).  A  disease  character¬ 
ised  by  the  appearance  of  small 
vesicles  on  the  hands. 

Che'loid.  See  Keloid. 

Ch^tno'sis  (ke-mo'-sis).  CEde- 
ma  of  the  conjunctiva. 

Chemota'xis  (kem-o-tak'-sis). 
The  attraction  or  repulsion  of 
living  cells  for  various  chemical 
substances. 

Cheyne-5tokes  Breathing. 
Irregular  respiration,  at  first 
slow  and  shallow,  increasing 
up  to  a  maximum,  then  de¬ 
creasing  deeper  and  slower 
until  it  stops  for  perhaps  ten, 
fifteen  or  twenty  seconds,  and 
then  begins  again.  Usually  a 
bad  symptom. 

Chicken-broth.  Cut  up  half 
a  chicken,  cover  it  with  cold 
water,  boil  for  two  hours, 
skim  off  the  fat  and  add  fla¬ 
vouring. 

Chicken-pox.  Varicella. 
Rash  appears  on  the  chest 
on  the  first  day  ;  the  j 
disease  runs  its  course  in  a  J 
fortnight.  Incubation  period  ! 
10  to  i6  days.  Quarantine 
period  for  contacts,  20  days. 

Chirarthri'tis  (ki-rar-thri'tis). 


Inflammation  of  the  finger 
joints. 

Chirop'odist  (ki-rop'-o-dist). 
One  skilled  in  extracting  and 
cutting  corns. 

Chirur'gical  (ki-rur'-ji-kal). 
Surgical. 

Chloas'ma  (klo-az'-ma).  A 
discoloration  of  the  skin  ; 
fawn-coloured  patches  appear¬ 
ing  in  women,  particularly 
during  pregnancy. 

Chlo'ral  Hydrate  (klo'-ral). 
White,  opaque,  hypnotic.  An¬ 
tidote  for  over-dose,  fresh  air, 
ammonia,  artificial  respira- 
[  tion. 

I  Chloral'amide  (klo-ral'-am- 
i  ide).  A  hypnotic. 

I  Chloral'um  (klo-ral'-um). 
Chloride  of  aluminium  ;  a 
disinfectant,  3  to  4  ozs.  to  a 
I  gallon  of  water  for  washing 
clothes  or  room. 

Chloramine.  An  antiseptic: 
used  especially  in  the  treat- 
;  ment  of  diphtheriaand  cerebro- 
;  spinal  fever  “  carriers  ”. 

Chlo'rate  (klo'-rate).  Com¬ 
pound  of  chloric  acid  and  a 
base,  such  as  chlorate  of 
potash. 

Chlorazene.  An  antiseptic : 
also  known  as  chloramine-T. 

Chlo'retone  (klor'-e-tone).  A 
hypnotic  ;  has  been  much  taken 
also  for  seasickness, and  applied 
locally  as  a  sedative  ointment 
for  piles. 

Chlo'rinated  Lime.  A  com¬ 
pound  of  lime  and  chlorinmuch 
used  as  a  disinfectant. 
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Chlo'rine  (klo'-rin).  A  yellow 
gaseous  element.  A  watery 
solution  is  used  as  a  lotion  for 
sores ;  also  as  a  disinfectant. 
Poison. 

Chlo'rodyne  (klo'-ro-din).  A 
sedative  and  astringent  ; 
given  to  produce  sleep  or  stop 
diarrhoea.  Poison. 

Chlo'roform  (klo'-ro-form),  A 
colourless  liquid  used  to  pro¬ 
duce  anaesthesia  by  inhala¬ 
tion.  Chloroform  must  always 
be  kept  in  the  dark. 
Antidote  for  an  over-dose, 
oxygen,  fresh  air  and  arti¬ 
ficial  respiration. 

Chloro'ma.  A  green  coloured 
sarcoma  especially  affecting  the 
bones  of  the  skull. 

Chloro'sis  (klo-ro'-sis).  The 
common  form  of  simple  anae¬ 
mia. 

Choked  Disc.  An  expression 
denoting  oedema  of  the  optic 
nerve. 

Chol'agogue  (kol'-ag-og).  A 
medicine  which  increases  the 
flow  of  bile  into  the  intestine. 

Cholae'mia(ko-le'-me-a).  Jaun¬ 
dice  due  to  the  presence  of  bile 
in  the  blood. 

Cholang^itis  (koal-an-ji'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  biliary 
ducts  and  passages. 

Cholecy.stec'tomy  (ko'-lee-sis- 
tec'-to-me).  Removal  of  the 
gall  bladder. 

Choiecystenterostomy  (ko'  - 
lee-sis-ten-ter-os'-to-me).  Op¬ 
eration  for  forming  an  artificial 
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communication  between  the 
gall  bladder  and  the  intestine. 

Cholecy-sti'tis  (ko-le-sis-ti'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  gall¬ 
bladder. 

Cholecystostomy  (ko'-lee-sis- 
tos'-to-me).  Operation  for 
making  the  gall  bladder  open 
to  the  exterior  of  the  abdo¬ 
men. 

Choledocho'tomy  (ko-lee-dok- 
ot'-om-e).  Incision  of  the  bile 
duct  in  order  to  remove  a  gall¬ 
stone. 

Cholelithi'asis  (ko-Ie-lith-i'-a- 
sis).  Formation  of  gall-stones. 

CholemS'sia  (ko-le-me'-se-a). 
Vomiting  of  bile. 

Chdl'era  (kol'-e-ra).  An  epi¬ 
demic  disease.  Symptoms : 
Cramp,  vomiting,  and  rice- 
water  evacuations.  The  dis¬ 
ease  runs  its  course  swiftly, 
and  has  been  fatal  in  India 
in  a  few  hours. 

ChSl'era  Infan'tum.  Summer 
diarrhoea  of  infants ;  it  re¬ 
quires  immediate  attention,  or 
prostration  soon  comes  on. 
Diet  is  of  the  utmost  import¬ 
ance,  also  warmth. 

Cholesteato'ma  (ko!-es-te-a- 
to'-ma).  A  plug  of  epithelial 
tissue  which  sometimes  forms 
in  the  ear  as  the  result  of 
chronic  inflammation. 

Choles'terin  (ko-les'ter-in). 
Fatty  crystals  found  in  the 
brain,  the  blood  and  the 
bile. 

Cholu'ria  (ko-lu'-re-a).  Bile  in 
the  urine. 
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Chon'drin  (kon'-drin).  Carti¬ 
laginous  tissue;  hence  we  get 
chondritis,  inflammation  of 
cartilage ;  chondroma,  carti¬ 
laginous  tumour,  &c. 

Chondroma  (kon-dro'-ma).  A 
growth  consisting  of  cartilage.  , 

Chordee' (kor-dee').  Painful  er-  | 
ection  of  penis,  common  in 
gonorrhoea. 

Chordrtls(kor-di'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  vocal  cord. 

Chore'a  (ko-re'-a).  St.  Vitus' 
dance :  involuntary  twitchings 
of  the  muscles  ;  most  common 
in  children. 

Chd'rion  (ko'-re-on).  The  outer 
membrane  enveloping  the 
feetus.  {See  Allantois.)  i 

Cho'rion-gplthelio'ma.  Ama-  ' 
lignant  growth  of  the  uterus  ; 
after  abortion  or  delivery. 
Especially  to  be  dreaded 
after  hydatidiform  mole. 
Same  as  Deciduoma,  Malig- 
NUM  and  Choriosarcoma. 

Choroiditis  (kor'-oid-i'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  choroid. 

Cho'roid  (ko'-roid).  The  vas¬ 
cular  tunic  of  the  eyeball,  I 
situated  between  the  sclerotic  I 
and  the  retina.  i 

Choroi'do-retinl'tis  (ko-roi'-  | 
do-ret-in-i'-tis).  A  disease  of  j 
the  choroid  and  retina, usually 
of  syphilitic  origin. 

Chro'mic  Acid  (^o'-mik  as-id) 
Used  as  a  caustic. 

Chromidro'sis  (krO-mi-dro'- 
sis).  Coloured  perspiration. 

ChrSn'ic  (krSn'-ik).  A  lengthy 
disease,  reverse  of  acute. 


1  Chrysar'obin.  Goa  Powder. 

^  By  oxidation  is  converted  into 
chrysophanic  acid.  Is  used,  in 
the  form  of  an  ointment,  to 
cure* certain  skin  diseases. 

ChrysophSn'ic  Acid  \(kris-o- 
fan'-ik  as-id).  Used  in  an  oint¬ 
ment  for  skin  diseases,  and 
especially  for  psoriasis.  It 
stains  linen,  and  the  stains 
must  be  removed  by  benzole 
before  the  linen  is  sent  to  the 
wash. 

Chyle  (kile).  The  milk-like  fluid 
into  which  food  is  transformed 
before  it  is  absorbed  into  the 
blood. 

Chylu'ria  (ki-lu'-re-a).  Passage 
of  chyle  in  the  urine. 

Chyme  (kime).  The  pulpy  mass 
of  food  which  passes  from  the 
stomach  into  the  intestines. 

Cicatricial  (sik'-a-trish-al).  Per¬ 
taining  to  a  scar,  or  cicatrix. 

CIc'atrix  (sik'a-trix).  The  scar 
of  a  healed  wound  or  ulcer. 

Cll'ia  (sil'-e-a).  Eye-lashes. 

Cincho'na  (sin-ko'-na).  Peru¬ 
vian  bark,which  yields  quinine. 
A  tonic,  and  a  valuable  medi¬ 
cine  in  malarial  fevers. 

CInera'ceous  (sin-e-ra'-shus). 
Like  ashes. 

Cin'namon  (sin'-na-mun).  Use¬ 
ful  medicinally  as  an  aromatic 
stimulant.  Sometimes  given 
as  an  astringent. 

Circa  (ser'-ka).  About. 
Circumcis'ion  (ser-kum-sizh'- 
un).  The  removal  of  a  circular 
piece  of  the  prepuce. 
Cirrho'sis  (sir-ro'-sis).  Con- 
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tracted  granular  state  of  an 
organ,  usually  applied  to  the 
liver  or  the  lung.  A  cirrhotic 
liver  is  generally  produced  by 
indulgence  in  alcohol. 

Cir'soid  (sir'-soid).  Resembling 
a  varix. 

CirsSt'omy  (sir-sot'-o-me). 
Treatment  of  varicose  veins 
by  excision. 

Cit'rate  (sit'-rate).  Compound 
of  citric  acid  and  a  base.  Often  1 
ordered  as  an  addition  to  the 
food  of  bottle-fed  babies. 

Cit'ric  Acid  (sit'-rik  as-id). 
Acid  prepared  from  lemon 
juice.  Antiscorbutic,  makes  an 
astringent  yet  soothing  lotion. 

Clamips  (klamps).  Metal  instru¬ 
ments,  resembling  a  vice,  used 
in  ovariotomy,  hasmorrhoidal 
cases,  and  others,  to  com¬ 
press  parts.  Often  used  to 
secure  the  stem  of  a  tumour. 

Claudica'tion  (klaw-dik-a'- 
shun).  Limping. 

Claustrophobia  (klaw'stro-fo'- 
be-a).  Fear  of  a  confined 
space,  such  as  a  room.  Op¬ 
posite  of  agoraphobia. 


Diagram  showing  position  of 
Clavicle. 


I  Clav'icle  (klav'-e-kl).  The  col¬ 
lar-bone,  going  from  each 
shoulder  to  tne  breast-bone 
across  the  front  of  the 
chest. 

Cla'vus  (kia -vus).  A  corn;  a 
thickening  of  the  skin,  com¬ 
mon  on  the  toes. 

Cla'vus  HystSr'icus.  An  hys¬ 
terical  pain  in  the  forehead, 
like  a  fixed  nail. 

I  Cleft  Pal'ate.  A  congenital 
split  in  the  roof  of  the  mouth, 


Cleft  Palate. 


so  that  nose  and  mouth  form 
one  cavity.  The  child  must 
be  kept  upright  when  fed, 
and  a  long  teat  employed,  and 
the  milk  poured  slowly  to 
the  back  of  the  throat.  It 
cannot  suck,  and  the  milk 
is  liable  to  return  down 
the  nose. 

Cleldotomy  (kli-dot'-o-me). 
Cutting  the  collar-bone :  some¬ 
times  done  to  facilitate  delivery 
in  cases  of  contracted  pelvis. 
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Clergyman’s  Sore  Throat. 
See  Dysphonia  Clericorum. 

Cliinac'teric  (kli-mak'-ter-ik). 
The  change  of  life.  Accom¬ 
panied  by  the  cessation  of  men¬ 
struation  in  females;  usually 
at  45-50  years  of  age  ;  flushes, 
digestive  disturbances  are 
common  symptoms. 

CH'matoIogy.  The  study  of 
climates  as  affecting  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  disease. 

Clin'ic  (klin'-ik).  Instruction  at 
the  bedside. 

Clinical.  Relating  to  disease. 

Clin  ical  Thermometer.  A 
slender  glass  instrument  used 
to  discover  the  temperature 
of  the  body.  See  Tempera¬ 
ture. 


Clinical  Thermometer. 

Clitoridec'tomy  (kli-to-ri-dek[- 
to-me).  Excision  of  the  cli¬ 
toris. 

CH'toris  (kli'-tor-is).  A  small 
organ  of  erectile  tissue,  found 
in  the  female  in  front  of  the 
urethra.  The  seat  of  sexual 
excitement. 

ClSn'ic  (klon'-ik).  Spasmodic 
contractions,  short  and  ir¬ 
regular. 

Clot  of  Blood.  A  mass  of 
coagulated  blood.  See  Em¬ 
bolism. 


Clover’s  Crutch.  Instrument 
used  to  keep  patient  in  lithot¬ 
omy  position. 


Club-foot.  Talipes.  A  con¬ 
genital  turning  of  the  foot  in 
a  wrong  direction. 

Clunelu'vium  (klu-nel-u'-ve- 
um).  A  hip-bath. 

Clys'ter  (klis'ter).  An  enema, 
or  injection  per  anum. 

C.M.B.  A  brev  ation  for  Cen¬ 
tral  Midwives  Board. 

C  o  a  g  u  1  a't  i  o  n  (ko-ag-yu-la'- 
shun).  Thickening  of  a  fluid 
into  curds  or  clots. 

Co'caine  (ko'-kain).  A  powerful 
local  anzesthetic,  much  used  by 
oculists  and  dentists.  It  en¬ 
larges  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 

Co'cainism  (ko'-kain- izm). 
Chronic  poisoning  from  indul¬ 
gence  in  the  drug. 

Coc  cus  (kok'-us).  Any  spher¬ 
oidal-shaped  micro-organism. 
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CoccydynTa  (kok-se-din'-e-a). 

Pain  in  the  coccyx. 

CSc'cyx  (kok'-six).  The  tail¬ 
like  termination  of  the  spine. 


Coch'lea(kok'-le-a).  The  spiral 
cavity  of  the  internal  ear. 

semicircular 


Cochlea're  (kok-le-a'-re).  A 
spoon :  coch.  parvum,  a  tea¬ 
spoon  ;  coch.  magn.  or  ampL, 
a  tablespoon. 

Co'deine  (ko'de-en).  A  prepara¬ 
tion  of  opium,  used  to  soothe 
the  nerves  and  induce  sleep.  It 
allays  cough,  and  is  given  in 
diabetes,  &c. 

Cod-liver  Oil.  Oleum  Mov- 
rhucE,  A  medicine  used  as  a 

SO 


restorative  and  nutritive, 
particularly  in  consumption 
cases.  It  ought  to  cause 
the  patient'  to  increase  in 
weight.  It  should  be  given 
after  food,  plain,  if  the  patient 
will  take  it;  if  not,  floated 
in  milk,  coffee,  or  orange 
juice. 

CoeTiac  (se'fe-ak).  Appertain¬ 
ing  to  the  cavity  of  the  belly. 

Ccelio'tomy.  Strictly  speaking, 
an  abdominal  incision  ;  rarely 
so  used.  Laparotomy  means 
a  cutting  of  the  flank  or  side, 
but  the  terms  are  often  inter* 
changed. 

Col'chicum  (kol'ki-kum).  A 
drug  used  chiefly  in  gout ;  it 
reduces  the  blood  pressure, 
and  lessens  muscular  irrit¬ 
ability.  Poison. 

Colec'tomy  (ko-lek'-to-me). 
The  operation  of  removing  the 
colon. 

I  Col'eocele  (kol'-e-o-sel).  Va¬ 
ginal  swelling 

Col'ey’s  Fluid.  A  bacterial 
I  preparation  sometimes  ad- 
I  ministered  for  inoperable  sar¬ 
coma. 

Col'ic  (koP  ik).  Severe  pain  in 
the  belly ;  generally  allayed  by 
hot  fomentations. 

Co'liform  (ko'-le-form).  Re¬ 
sembling  bacillus  coli  eom- 
munis. 

Coli'tis  (ko-li'tis).  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  colon.  Poultices, 
various  astringent  and  anti¬ 
septic  .injections,  or  morphine 
suppositories.  In  membranous 


Col 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Col 


colitis  casts  are  passed  from 
the  bowel. 

Collapse'  (kollaps').  Severe 

sudden  prostration.  Symp¬ 

toms  :  pallor,  faintness  of 
pulse,  unconsciousness. 

Col  lar  Bone.  Clavicle. 

Collar'gol.  An  organic  silver 
compound:  especially  used  in 
renal  surgery  for  injection  in¬ 
to  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  and 
the  ureters. 

Colies’ Fracture.  Fracture  of 
the  radius  just  above  the 
wrist. 

Collo'dion  (kol-lo'de-on).  Gun¬ 
cotton  dissolved  in  alcohol  and 
ether  ;  used  in  surgery  to  form 
a  false  skin.  When  painted 
over  a  commencing  bed-sore, 
for  instance,  it  hardens  as  it 
dries,  and  forms  a  slight  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  tender  skin. 
The  stopper  must  never  be  kept 
out  of  the  collodion  bottle  for 
more  than  a  moment.  Highly 
inflammable. 

Colloid.  Various  metals  can 
be  reduced  into  a  peculiar 
semi-gelatinous  state  in  which 
they  are  said  to  be  very  active 
therapeutically:  e.g.  gold,  sil¬ 
ver,  copper,  manganese,  an:i- 
mony,  etc.  These  claims  up 
to  the  present  are  not  fully 
substantiated. 

Collosol.  Trade  preparation 
of  colloids.  . 

Collyr'ium  (kol-lir'-e-um).  An 
eye-wash. 

C5IOb5'ma.  A  fissure  or  gap  in 
the  eyeball  or  in  one  of  its 


component  parts,  e.g.  coloboma 
iridis. 

Col'ocynth  (kol'-o-sinth).  A 
drug  used  as  a  rapid  and 
drastic  purge. 

Co'Ion  (ko'lon).  The  part  of 
the  large  intestine  between  the 
rectum  and  the  caecum.  {See 
Bowel.) 

Colon  Bacillus.  Bacillus  coli 
communis  :  a  microbe  present 
in  vast  numbers  in  the  intes¬ 
tine,  and  the  cause  of  serious 
diseases  if  it  gets  a  foot¬ 
hold  anywhere  else  in  the 
body. 

Colony.  A  collection  of  bac¬ 
teria  growing  in  culture 
medium. 

Colost'omy  (ko-lost'-o-me). 
The  making  of  an  artificial 
anus  in  the  colon ;  an  opera¬ 
tion  which  may  be  performed 
in  the  lumbar,  epigastric,  or 
inguinal  regions,  in  cases  of 
fistula,  obstruction,  cancer,  or 
ulceration  of  the  rectum. 

Colos'trum  (ko-los'trum).  A 
milky  fluid  flowing  from  the 
breasts  the  first  two  or  three 
days  after  confinement,  before 
the  true  milk  comes. 

Colour  Blindness.  Inability 
to  distinguish  certain  colours. 

Colpal'g^ia  (kol-pal'-je-a).  Pain 
in  the  vagina. 

Col'po-perineor'rhaphy  (koP- 
po-per-e-ne-or'-af-e).  Opera¬ 
tion  for  repairing  a  torn  vagi¬ 
na  and  perineum. 

Colpopto'sls  (kol-pop-to'-sis). 
Falling  down  of  the  vagina. 
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Colpor'rhaphy  (kol-por'-af-e). 
Operation  for  repairing  a 
torn  vagina  or  for  prevent¬ 
ing  prolapse  of  the  vaginal 
walls. 

Colpot'omy  (kol-pot'-o-me). 
Incision  of  the  vagina. 

Co'ma  (ko'ma).  Insensibility, 
stupor,  sleep. 

Co'matose  (ko'ma-tose).  In  a 
state  of  coma. 

Combined  Version.  See  Ver¬ 
sion. 

ComSdo'nes.  Accumulations  of 
sebaceous  secretion  in  the 
hair  follicles,  commonly  called 
blackheads,  and  most  frequent 
on  the  face.  (See  Acne.) 

Comforter  A  device  for  trans¬ 
ferring  dirt  and  disease  germs 
into  the  mouth  and  stomach 
of  an  infant. 

Com'ma  BacilTus.  The  bacil¬ 
lus  which  produces  cholera. 

Com'minuted  Frac'ture 
(kom'-me-newt-ed  frak'-ture). 
The  state  of  a  bone  when 
broken  into  several  pieces. 

Commissure  (kom'-mis-sure). 
A  connecting  structure.  In 
gynaecology  the  anterior  and 
posterior  commissures  of  the 
vulva  are  used  to  denote  its 
two  ends.  The  anterior  com¬ 
missure  passes  immediately 
above  the  clitoris,  the  pos¬ 
terior  constitutes  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  perineum. 

Com'mutator  (kom'-mu-ta-tor). 
A  device  for  reversing  an  elec¬ 
tric  current. 

Compact  Tissue.  The  hard, 
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external  portion  of  a  bone. 
(See  Bone.) 

Compatibirity .  Suitableness 
for  simultaneous  administra¬ 
tion.  Drugs  are  said  to  be 
compatible  when  they  can  be 
given  together  in  a  mixture. 

Com'pJement.  A  substance 
present  in  blood  serum  which, 
when  linked  by  an  amboceptor 
to  a  cell,  constitutes  (with  the 
amboceptor),  an  agent  capable 
of  acting  on  the  cell.  (See 
also  Ehrlich’s  Theory.) 

Complex'us.  A  muscle  at  the 
back  of  the  neck. 

Com'plicated  Frac'ture 
(kom'-ple-ka-ted  frak'-ture). 
Some  other  injury  is  added  to 
the  fracture ;  thus  fractured 
ribs  may  be  complicated  by 
injury  to  the  lungs. 

Com'pound  Fracture.  A 
fracture  with  a  wound  through 
the  skin  and  soft  tissues  to 
the  broken  bone. 

Com'press.  A  tightly-folded 
pad  of  lint,  gauze,  or  other 
material  used  to  secure  local 
pressure. 

Concep'tion  (kon-sep'shun). 
The  impregnation  of  the  ovum. 

Con'cha  Au'ris  (kong'-ka 
aw'ris).  Deepest  hollow  of 
pinna  of  the  outer  ear. 

Concre'tion  (kon-kre'shun). 
A  bony  deposit ;  calculus. 

Concus'sion  of  the  Brain. 
Sudden  interruption  of  the 
functions  of  the  brain,  and 
consequent  unconsciousness, 
through  a  blow  or  fall. 
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Conden'ser.  An  arrangement 
of  two  or  more  conducting 
surfaces  separated  by  some  in¬ 
sulating  material — air,  mica, 
gl^sS|  etc# 

Condu’c'tion  (kon-dukt'shun). 
Transmission  of  heat,  sound, 
nerve  impulse  or  electricity. 

Conductor  (kon-dukt'or).  An 
instrument  used  to  direct 
surgical  knives,  called  also  a 
director.  In  electric  ty,  a  sub¬ 
stance  which  allows  the  pas- 
age  of  electric  currents. 

Con'dyle  (kon'-dile).  A  round 
projection  at  the  ends  of  some 
bones.  {See  Bone.) 

Condylo'ma.  Wart-like  syphi¬ 
litic  growths  about  the  anus 
or  pudendum. 

Condy’s  Fluid.  A  non- 
poisonous  and  odourless  pro¬ 
prietary  disinfectant  and  anti¬ 
septic. 

Confec'tions  (kon-fek'shuns) 
Soft  pastes  containing  drugs. 

Confine'ment.  Child-birth. 

Con'fluent  Small-pox.  A 
severe  form  of  small-pox  m 
which  the  individual  vesicles 

Congen'ital  (kon-jen'e-tal.) 
Existing  at  birth. 

Congest'ion  (kon-jest'yun). 
Hypersemia.  Accumulation  of 
blood  in  a  part  of  the  body, 
as  in  the  lungs  or  brain. 
Congestion  of  the  lungs  is 
often  used  as  a  synonym  for 
broncho-pneumonia.  Conges¬ 
tion  of  the  brain  is  a  term 
sometimes  applied  to  menin¬ 


gitis,  apoplectic  strokes,  or 
any  form  of  delirium  :  quiet, 
darkness,  and  careful  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  doctor’s  orders  are 
necessary.  Passive  congestion 
— See  Bier. 

Conl'um  (ko-ni'um).  Hem¬ 
lock,  a  poisonous  drug  which 
quiets  muscular  action,  also 
the  central  nervous  system. 
Used  specially  in_  cases  of 
mania,  or  ovarian  pain. 
Antidotes  :  Stomach-pump, 
stimulants,  tannin. 

Conjugate  (kon'-jew-gate). 
An  important  diameter  of  the 
pelvis,  measured  from  the 
most  prominent  part  of  the 
upper  half  of  the  sacrum  to 
the  back  of  the  symphysis 
pubis.  This  is  the  true  con¬ 
jugate,  which  should  measure 
not  less  than  4?  inches, 
and  is  sometimes  as  large 
as  or  4I.  If  less  than 
4J  inches,  the  pelvis  is  a  de¬ 
formed  one.  The  diagonal 
conjugate  is  measured  from  the 
lower  edge  of  the  symphysis 
to  the  sacrum,  and  can  be  de¬ 
termined  during  life,  whereas 
the  true  conjugate  cannot,  ex¬ 
cept  immediately  after  labour. 
The  diagonal  conjugate  is 
about  i  to  I  inch  longer  than 
the  true  conjugate.  The  ex¬ 
ternal  conjugate  is  measured 
from  the  spine  of  the  last 
lumbar  vertebra  to  the  front 
of  the  pubes  (this  can  only  be 
done  with  callipers),  and  is 
normally  about  8  inches. 

53 


Con 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Con 


Conjuncti'va  (kon-junk-ti'-ya). 
The  mucous  membrane  which 
covers  the  sclerotic  and  eye¬ 
lids. 

Conjunct!  vi'tis  (kon-junk-ti- 
vi'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
conjunctiva. 

Connective  Tis'sue  (kon- 
nekt'iv  tish'yu).  The  white 
fibrous  tissue  which  sur¬ 
rounds  and  connects  the 
muscles,  fat,  &c.,  of  the 
body. 

Constipa'tion  (kon-ste-pa'- 
shun).  Insufficient  evacuation 
of  feces. 

Constitu'tional  (kon-sti-tu'- 
shon-al).  Affecting  the  whole 
body,  not  local. 

Consump'tion  (kon  -  sum'  - 
shun).  A  wasting  away, 
caused  by  disease  of  the  lungs. 
See  Phthisis. 

Conta'gious  (kon-ta'jus). 
Spreading  by  touch :  a  con¬ 
tagious  disease  can  only  be 
caught  by  those  who  come 
into  direct  contact  with  the 
patient,  it  is  not  communic¬ 
able  through  the  atmosphere. 

Continued  Fever  (kon-tin- 
yued  fe'ver).  A  febrile  attack 
unattended  by  remissions  or 
intermissions  in  which  the 
temperature  reaches  or  ap¬ 
proaches  the  normal.  Thus 
typhoid  fever  and  pneumonia 
are  typical  continued  fevers, 
but  there  are  also  continued 
fevers  of  less  severe  nature. 

Contrac'ted  Pel'vis.  A  pelvis 
is  contracted  if  any  of  its 
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diameters  is  shorter  than 
normal  {see  Conjugate  and 
Diameters).  The  commonest 
form  of  contraction  is'  the 
simple  fiat  pelvis,  in  which  the 
true  conjugate  is  the  only 
diameter  materially  shortened. 
Other  common  forms  are  the 
generally  contracted,  or  small 
round  pelvis ;  the  generally 
contracted  flat  pelvis ;  the 
obliquely  distorted,  the  triradi- 
ate,  the  osteomalacic,  the  spon¬ 
dylolisthetic  and  others  are 
rare.  The  midwife  should 
never  undertake  to  attend  in 
labour  a  woman  who  is  known 
to  have  a  contracted  pelvis. 

Contrac'tion  (kon-trak'-shun). 
Shortening.  A  drawing  to¬ 
gether. 

Contraction  Ring.  See  Re¬ 
traction  Ring. 

Contu'sion  (kon-tu'zhun).  A 
bruise. 

Convales'cence  (kon-va-les'- 
ens).  The  period  of  return¬ 
ing  strength  after  an  illness. 

Convalla'ria.  Purgative,  diu¬ 
retic,  and  heart  stimulant. 

Convul'sions  (kon-vul'-shuns). 
Violent  spasms  of  alternate 
muscular  contraction  and 
relaxation.  If  the  patient  is  a 
child, he  should  be  put  sitting  in 
hot  water,  the  shoulders  being 
covered  with  flannel.  The  fit 
seldom  lasts  more  than  two 
minutes,  but  may  recur.  Medi¬ 
cal  advice  and  treatment  are 
essential. 

Convolu'tions  (kon-vo-lu'- 
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shuns).  The  folds  and  twists  | 
of  the  brain  or  the  intestines. 
(See  Bowel  and  Brain.)  | 
Copai'ba  (ko-pa'-ba).  A  stimu-  j 
lant,  laxative  and  diuretic;  j 
the  oleoresin  is  usually  given 
in  capsules  for  ascarides,  &c. 
CC'proIith  (kop'-ro-lith).  A 
hard  f«cal  concretion  in  the 
intestine. 

Copros'tasls  (kop-ros'ta-sis).  i 
Obstruction  of  the  bowel  by 
impacted  fseces. 

Cor'acoid  (kor'-a-koid).  A  pro-  ' 
cess  of  bone  on  the  scapula 
which  resembles  a  crow's 

Cord.  The  umbilical  cord  is 
the  connection  between 
mother  and  child  at  birth ; 
after  washing  the  infant,  the 
remnant  of  cord  should  be 
dressed  with  powdered  starch, 
and  a  square  of  antiseptic 
gauze. 

Coria'ceous  (ko-re-a'she-us). 
Of  rough  texture,  coarse, 
tough. 

Co'rium  (ko're-um).  Internal 
layer  of  the  skin. 

Cor'nea  (kor'ne-a).  The  clear, 
glass-like  front  of  the  eye¬ 
ball.  (Sec  Eye.)  i 

Cord'na  Dent'is.  Crown  of  a 
tooth. 

Coro'na  Ven'eris.  Blotches  i 
on  the  forehead. 

Cord'nal  Su'ture.  The  su¬ 
ture  which  joins  the  parietal 
and  frontal  bones  of  the  skull. 
Corpora  Lu'tea.  Yellow 
bodies  in  the  ovaries. 


Cor'pore  Conduplica'to  (kor'- 
por  -  e  kon  -  dew  -  plik  -  a'  -  to). 
Term  applied  to  the  doubled- 
up  attitude  in  which  a  feetus 
presenting  transversely  is 
occasionally  expelled  spon¬ 
taneously  if  its  presentation 
is  not  rectified. 

Cor  pulency.  Undue  fatness. 
Obesity. 

Cor'pus  Callo'sum.  The  band 
of  nervous  tissue  which  con¬ 
nects  the  two  hemispheres  of 
the  brain. 

;:or'puscle  (kor'-pusl).  A 
minute  protoplasmic  body — 
for  instance,  the  red  and 
white  corpuscles  of  the  blood. 
(5ee  Blood.) 

Correc'tive  (kor-rek'tiv).  A 
drug  which  modifies  the 
action  of  another  drug. 

Corro'sive  (kor-ro'siv).  Eating 
into,  consuming. 

Corro'sive  Sub'Hmate.  Per- 
chloride  of  mercury.  Power¬ 
ful,  very  poisonous  antiseptic. 
For  douches  is  used  in 
strengths  of  i  in  looo  to  i  in 
4000.  Itself  colourless,  it  is 
generally  prepared  with  a 
small  quantity  of  blue  dye, 
lest  its  solution  should  be 
mistaken  for  pure  water. 
Cor'tex.  The  outer  layer  of  an 
organ. 

Cory'za  (ko-ri'za).  Cold  m  the 
head,  nasal  catarrh. 

Cbs'tal.  Relating  to  the 
ribs. 

CSs'tive.  Constipated. 
Cotyle'don  (kot-e-leed  -  on 

55 


Cou 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Cre 


One  of  the  constituent  por¬ 
tions  of  the  placenta. 

Couch'ing  (kowch'ing).  An 
operation  for  displacing  a 
cataract,  performed  with  a 
needle. 

Cou'lomb  (koo'-lom).  An  elec¬ 
trical  quantity,  one  ampere  a 
second. 

Coun'ter  Exten'sion.  Exten¬ 
sion  by  means  of  holding  back 
the  upper  part  of  a  limb 
while  the  lower  is  pulled  down. 

Coun'ter  Irrita'tion.  Caus¬ 
ing  irritation  of  one  part  of 
the  body  to  relieve  another. 

Cow'per’s  Glands.  Two  small 
glands  like  peas  near  the 
bulb  of  the  urethra. 

Cox'a  Val'ga,  Cox'a  Va'ra. 
Two  deformities  of  the  hip 
joint. 

Coxalgic  Pelvis  A  deformed 
pelvis  due  to  amputation  of  a 
leg  before  the  adult  form  of 
the  bones  has  been  assumed. 

Cox'arius  Mor'bus.  Hip-joint 
disease  {which  see), 

Coxi'tis.  Inflammation  of  the 
hip-joint. 

Cracked  Nipples.  A  painful 
condition  due  to  want  of  care 
and  cleanliness  on  the  part  of 
mother  or  nurse  ;  a  frequent 
cause  of  mammary  abscess. 
Should  be  treated  by  touching 
with  nitrate  of  silver  or  with 
Tinct.  Benzoini  Co.  • 

Cra'dle  (kra'dl).  A  series  of 
small  arches  used  to  keep  the 
bedclothes  from  weighing  on 
an  injured  part. 
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Cramp  (kramp).  Sudden  and 
violent  tonic  contraction  of  the 
muscles,  causing  great  pain. 
Friction  may  give  relief. 

Cran'ioclast  (kra'-ne-o-klast). 
An  instrument  for  breaking  up 
the  foetal  skull  when  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  deliver  the  child 
intact. 

Craniota'bes  (kra-ne-o-ta'-bez). 
Thinning  of  the  bones  of  the 
vault  of  the  skull. 

Cranibt'omy  (kra-ne-ot'o-me). 
The  operation  of  perforating 
the  head  of  the  foetus  during 
parturition,  to  facilitate  de¬ 
livery. 

Cra'nium  (kra'ne-um).  The 
skull. 

Crassamen'tum  (kras-a-men'- 
tum).  A  thick  clot  of  blood. 

Cred6’sMethod.  Expelling  the 
placenta  by  means  of  pressure 
on  the  fundus  of  uterus. 

Cre'osote  (kre'o-sote).  An  oily 
antiseptic  liquid  got  from  wood 
tar.  Used  as  an  inhalation  in 
phthisis,  and  as  a  remedy  for 
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toothache ;  also  as  a  styptic,  i 
an  antispasmodic  and  an  I 
alterative.  Gives  the  urine 
a  blackish  colour. 

CrSpita'tion  (krep-e-ta'-shun). 
The  grating  sound  of  two  ends 
of  a  fractured  bone  rubbing 
together.  Also  grating  sound 
heard  on  auscultation  in  cases 
of  pneumonia. 

Cre'sol.  An  antiseptic. 
Cres'olene.  A  drug  the  vapour 
of  which  is  sometimes  pre¬ 
scribed  for  inhalation  in 
whooping  cough. 

Cre'ta.  Chalk. 

Cret'inism  (kret'-in-izm).  Im¬ 
perfect  mental  faculties,  and 
small  stature,  often  accom¬ 
panied  by  goitre.  Most  com¬ 
mon  in  Switzerland.  Treated 
by  thyroid  extract. 

Cri'coid  Car'tllage  (kri'- 
koid  kar'-te-laje).  A  ring- 
shaped  cartilage  below  the  ' 
thyroid.  i 

Cri'sis  (kri'-sis).  The  deciding 
point  of  a  disease,  from  which 
the  patient  either  begins  to  re-  i 
cover  or  sinks  rapidly ;  often  j 
marked  by  a  long  sleep,  pro¬ 
fuse  perspiration,  or  other  I 
phenomena.  1 

Crit'ical  (krit'e-kal).  In  a  ; 
dangerous  condition.  Ap-  | 
proximate  to  a  crisis. 
Cross-birth.  Transverse  pre-  i 

sentation.  I 

Crotch'et  (krotch'et).  A  | 
hooked  instrument  used  to  : 
extract  remnants  of  the  ■ 
cranium  after  craniotomy.  I 


Crotchet. 


Cro'ton  Oil.  Poison.  Used 
as  a  liniment  and  as  a  swift 
purge ;  causes  red  eruption 
on  the  skin.  Dose,  one 
drop. 

Croup  (kroop).  Acute  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  larynx  and 
trachea,  most  common  in 
young  children.  The  term  is 
practically  equivalent  to  laryn¬ 
geal  diphtheria,  and  should 
not  be  used  for  other  con¬ 
ditions. 

Cru'rai  (kru'ral).  Relating 
to  the  thigh. 

Crutch.  Nee  Clover’s  Crutch. 

Cryptodid'ymus  (krip-to-did'- 
e-mus).  One  fcetus  contained 
in  another. 

Cryptopy'ic  (krip-to-pi'-ik).  A 
disease  caused  by  a  hidden 
ulcer. 

Cryptorchid  (crip-tor'-kid).  A 
male  in  whom  one  or  both 
testicles  have  failed  to  reach 
the  scrotum. 

Cu'bebs  (ku'-bebs).  A  stimu¬ 
lant  to  mucous  membranes ; 
given  usually  in  capsules  as  a 
diuretic. 

Cu'bit  (ku'-bit).  The  forearm. 

Cucurbit'ula  (ku-kur-bit'-u-la). 
Cupping  glasses;  arida,  dry, 
cruenta,  wet. 

Cuirass'  Can'cer  (ku-ras' 
kan'-ser).  A  large  cancer 
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covering  the  whole  of  the 
front  of  the  chest. 

Culture.  The  artificial  cultiv¬ 
ation  of  micro-organisms. 

Cun'nus.  The  vulva. 

Cup'ping  (kup'-ping).  _  Pro¬ 
duction  of  h5T)eraemia  by 
means  of  bell-shaped  glasses. 
Formerly  these  were  partially 
exhausted  by  burning  a  few 
drops  of  spirit  in  them.  In 
recent  years  cupping  glasses 
in  which  the  partial  vacuum 
is  produced  by  a  small  pump 
have  been  largely  made  for 
use  in  connection  with  Bier’s 
treatment  of  inflammation. 
(See  Bier.) 


Cupping  Glasses. 

CupraTum.  A  deodorant  con¬ 
taining  cupric  sulphate. 

Cu'prum,  Copper;  abbrevia¬ 
tion,  cu.  The  salts  are  an 

irritant  poison.  The  acetate  is 
emetic  and  astringent.  The 
chloride  is  used  as  a  disinfect¬ 
ant.  The  oleate  is  used  for 
ringworm.  The  sulphate  is 
emetic,  astringent  and  tonic. 

Cu'rara  (ku'-ra-ra).  A  poison 
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derived  from  a  South  Ameri¬ 
can  plant  ;  has  been  used 
hypodermically  as  a  drug  to 
control  spasms. 

Curett'age.  The  operation  of 
scraping  with  a  curette ;  most 
commonly  the  uterus  is  the 
seat  of  operation,  but  other 
regions  can  also  be  curetted. 

Curette'  (ku-ret').  A  spoon¬ 
shaped  instrument  used  in 
operations. 


Curette  (Flushing). 


Adenoid  Curette. 


Cursch'mann’s  Spirals. 

Coiled  fibrils  of  mucus  seen 
in  the  sputum  of  asthma. 

Cus'so.  An  anthelmintic. 

Cuta'neous  (ku-ta'-ne-us).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  skin. 

Cu'ticle  (ku'te-kl).  The  ex¬ 
ternal,  or  scurf  skin. 

Cu'tis  Anseri'na.  Goose- 
skin. 

Cy'anide  Gauze  (si'an-ide 
gawz).  Disinfectant  mauve 
gauze  and  wool,  used  for 
surgical  dressings.  Mercurial. 

Cyanoder'ma  (si-an-o-der'- 
ma).  Blueness  of  the  skin. 
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Cyano'sis  (si-an-o'sis).  Blue 
appearance;  a  congestion  of 
the  venous  system  so  that  the 
blue  blood  of  the  veins  dis¬ 
colours  the  skin. 

Cycli'tis.  Inflammation  of 
ciliary  body  of  the  eye. 

Cyclople'jfia.  Paralysis  of  the 
ciliary  muscle  of  the  eye. 

Cye'sis  (si-e'-sis).  Pregnancy. 

Cynan'che  (si-nan'-ke).  Sore 
throat,  or  quinsy.  Cynanche 
laryngea,  croup  ;  cynanche 
vialigna,  putrid  sore  throat ; 
cynanche  paroiidea,  mumps. 
Is  semi-obsolete. 

C  y  n  o  p  h  o'b  i  a  (si-no-f6'-bia). 
False  hydrophobia,  brought 
on  by  dread  of  the  real  dis¬ 
ease. 

Cypho'sis  (ki-fo'-sis).  See  Ky¬ 
phosis. 

Cyst  (sist).  A  tumour  contain¬ 
ing  fluid,  or  semi-fluid,  in  a 
membranous  sac. 

Cystal'gia  (sis-tal'-je-a).  Pain 
in  the  bladder. 

Cysticer'cus  (sis-te-ser'-kus). 
Larval  form  of  the  tape-worm. 

Cys'tin  (sis'-tin).  A  calculus 
containing  sulphur. 

Cysti'tis  (sis-ti'-tis).  Inflamma¬ 
tion  or  catarrh  of  the  bladder  ; 
often  chronic. 

Cystobubo'nocele  (sis-to-bu- 
bo'-no-sele).  Hernia  involv¬ 
ing  the  bladder. 

Cys'tocele  (sis'-to-sele).  Hernia 
of  the  bladder  into  the  vagina. 

Cystolithi'asis  (sis-to-li-thi'-a 
sis).  Stone  in  the  bladder. 

Cys'toscope  (sis'-to-skope). 


An  instrument  for  examining 
the  bladder. 

i 

\<^ 

'  Cystoscope. 

Cystos'tomy  (sis-tos'-to-me). 
Operation  of  producing  an 
opening  from  the  bladder  to 
the  exterior. 

Cys'totome  (sis'-to-tome).  A 
surgical  instrument  used  in 
operations  on  the  lens  of  the 
I  eye. 

j  Cystot'omy  (sis-tot'-o-me). 

i  Incision  of  the  bladder. 

I  CytS'logy  (si-tol'-o-je).  The 
study  of  the  blood  cells. 


D. 


Dacryocystitis  (dak'-re-o-sis- 
ti'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
,  tear-sac. 

Dactyl'!  on  (dak-til'e-on). 
Webbed  fingers. 

,  Dactyli'tis  (dak-ti-li'-tis).  In- 
!  flammation  of  the  fingers  or 
toes.  Generally  used  of  the 
I  bones  only;  the  commonest 

'  forms  of  such  dactylitis  are 

those  due  to  tuberculosis  and 
I  syphilis. 

Dactylol'ogy  (dak-ti-lol'-o-je). 

I  Talking  by  the  fingers;  deaf 
and  dumb  language. 

;  Dakin’s  Solution.  An  anti¬ 
septic  solution  containing 
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chlorine :  used  especially  in 
the  Carrel- Dakin  system  of 
wound  treatment. 

Dal'tonism  (dal'-ton-izm). 

Colour-blindness. 

DSn'druff  (dan'druf).  Scurf  at 
the  hair-roots. 

Dat'urine  (da'-tu-rin).  A  drug 
which  dilates  the  pupil. 

Deaf>mute.  An  individual 
who  is  both  deaf  and  dumb. 

Debil'itants.  Remedies  which 
reduce  vitality. 

DebilTty  (de-bil'e-te).  Weak¬ 
ness,  loss  of  power. 

Decalcifica'tion  (de-kal-sif-i- 
ka'-shun).  Removal  of  cal¬ 
careous  matter  from  a  sub¬ 
stance. 

Decapitation  (de'-kap-e-tay'- 
shun).  The  operation  of  sever¬ 
ing  the  foetal  head  from  the 
body,  very  occasionally  neces¬ 
sary  in  cases  of  obstructed 
labour. 

Decapsula'tlon  (dee-kap-syoo- 
lay'-shun).  Removal  of  the 
capsule  of  an  organ.  Especi¬ 
ally  applied  to  an  operation  on 
the  kidney  which  has  been 
attempted  for  relief  of  Bright’s 
dis0^S6 « 

Decid'ua  (de-sid'-u-a).  The 
membranes  formed  in  the 
uterus  round  the  foetus.  In 
the  early  stages  of  pregnancy 
theSe  are  termed  the  decidua 
vera,  the  decidua  serotina  and 
the  decidua  rejiexa.  From 
them  are  developed  part  of 
the  placenta.  At  full  term 
the  word  decidua  is  often  ap- 
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plied  to  the  amnion  and 
chlorion,  though  incorrectly. 

Deciduo'ma  maiig'num  (de- 
sid-yu-o'ma  ma-lig'-num).  See 
Chorion-epithelioma. 

Decoc'tion  (de-kok'shun).  The 
solution  obtained  from  any 
substance  by  boiling. 

Decomposition  (de-kom-po- 
zish'-un).  Putrefaction. 

Decu'bltus  (de-kew' -  bit-us). 
The  attitude  of  a  patient  lying 
in  bed.  Thus  the  lateral  de¬ 
cubitus  means  the  position  of 
lying  on  the  side. 

Dedenti'tion  (de-den-tish'un). 
The  second  teething. 

Deferves'cence.  The  decline 
of  pyrexia.  The  period  of  an 
illness  during  which  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  temperature  is  falling  to 
normal. 

Defaeca'tion.  The  act  of 
evacuating  the  bowels. 

Defiagra'tor.  A  form  of  gal¬ 
vanic  battery. 

Deflux'ion  (de-fluk'shun). 
Downward  flow  of  a  fluid  of 
the  body. 

Deformed  Pelvis.  See  Con¬ 
tracted  Pelvis. 

Degluti'tlon  (de-glu-tish'un). 
Act  of  swallowing. 

Dehydra'tion.  The  removal 
of  water  from  a  substance. 

Delayed  Labour.  Labour 
which  takes  place  more  than 
forty-one  weeks  after  concep¬ 
tion. 

Del'hi  Boil.  A  form  of  boil 
prevailing  in  the  East. 
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Dell'quiuni  An'imi  (de-lik'-  I 
kwe-um  an'-e-me).  Fainting  I 
or  svncope. 

Delirium  (de-lir'e-um).  Ex-  ' 
travagant  talking,  raving,  ! 
generally  due  to  high  fever.  ! 
The  nurse  must  watch  the  j 
patient  carefully,  as  he  is 
as  irresponsible  for  his  | 
deeds  as  for  his  words,  j 
and  may  escape  from  bed,  or  | 
even  commit  suicide.  Too  | 

often  a  patient  has  committed  ^ 
suicide  “  in  the  absence  of  the  j 
nurse  the  nurse  should  never  i 
be  absent,  without  leaving 
some  one  else  in  charge.  1 

Delirium  Tremens.  The 

trembling  delirium  due  _  to 
drunkenness.  The  patient 
must  be  humoured  and 

soothed  in  every  way,  and  , 
watched  incessantly.  Col-  ^ 

lapse  must  be  apprehended. 

Delivery.  Parturition.  Child¬ 

birth. 

Del'toid  (del'toid).  The  muscle  j 
which  covers  the  prominence  ! 
of  the  shoulder.  i 


Delu'sion  (de-lew'-zhun).  A 
false  idea,  entirely  without  i 


foundation  in  the  facts  of  the 
environment. 

Demen'tia  (de-men'-she-a). 
Feebleness  of  the  mental 
faculties,  inconsequent  ideas. 
A  form  of  insanity. 

Demul'cents  (de-mul'-sents). 
Agents  which  protect  sen¬ 
sitive  surfaces  from  irritation. 

Den'gue  (deng'-ge).  A  con¬ 
tinued  infectious  fever  com¬ 
mon  in  hot  climates,  accom¬ 
panied  by  headache,  pains  in 
the  limbs,  and  a  rash  resemb¬ 
ling  that  of  measles. 

Dea'tal.  Pertaining  to  the 
teeth. 

Den'taphone  (den'-ta-fone).  A 
little  hollow  instrument  placed 
on  the  teeth  to  assist  hearing. 

Den'tine  (den'-tin).  The  sub¬ 
stance  which  forms  the  body 
of  a  tooth.  See  Teeth. 

Dentist’s  Lint.  A  lint  made 
of  paper-fibre. 

Denti'tion  (den-tish'-un). 
Teething;  infants  have  20 
teeth :  8  incisors  in  front, 
4  canine,  and  8  molars  at  the 
back.  The  incisors  are  cut 
first,  in  the  seventh  month 
as  a  rule ;  at  two  years  all 
the  teeth  should  be  present. 
See  Teeth. 

Den'ture  (den'-tur).  A  set  of 
artificial  teeth. 

Deo'dorant,  Deo'doriser  (de- 
o'dor-i-zer).  Destroyer  of 
smells  ;  the  chief  deodorants 
are  chloride  of  lime,  sulphur¬ 
ous  acid,  nitrous  acid,  sanitas, 
iodoform,  and  hydrogen  per- 
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oxide.  They  are  all  more 
or  less  disinfectants. 

Deoxida'tion.  The  removal  of 
oxygen  from  a  substance. 

Depil'atory  (de-pil'a-tur-e). 
An  agent  for  removing  super¬ 
fluous  hairs  from  the  body. 

Deple'tion  (de-ple'shun).  Act 
of  emptying;  bleeding;  purg¬ 
ing. 

Dep5s'it  (de-poz'-it).  A  sedi¬ 
ment. 

Depres'sant.  A  medicine  which 
reduces  the  beatings  of  the 
heart. 

Depres'sed  Nipples.  Nipples 
insufficiently  prominent  for  the 
infant  to  suck  them  efficiently. 
A  condition  which  should  be 
remedied  during  pregnancy, 
not  left  until  after  delivery. 

Depres'sor.  i.  Down-drawing 
muscle.  2.  An  instrument  for 
depressing  a  part. 


Intestinal  Depressor. 

De  Ribes’  Bag.  A  pear- 

shaped  rubber  bag  which  has 
superseded  Barnes’  bag,  as  an 
instrument  for  dilating  the  cer¬ 
vix  in  labour. 

Der'ma.  Thecutis,  or  true  skin. 
Dermal'gia.  Pain  of  the  skin. 
Der'matin.  A  powder  used  in 
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skin  diseases,  composed  of 
starch,  salicylic  acid,  kaolin 
and  talc. 

Dermati'tis  (der-ma-tl'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  skin. 

Dermato  logy.  The  science  of 
the  skin  and  its  diseases. 

Dermoid  Cyst.  A  cyst  con¬ 
taining  epithelial  substances, 
especially  hair,  teeth  and 
sebaceous  material. 

Des'cemet’s  Membrane  (des- 
may).  Lining  membrane  be¬ 
hind  the  cornea.  See  Eye. 


DSsicca'tion  (des-ik-a'-shun). 
The  act  of  drying. 

Desmi'tis.  Inflammation  of 
ligaments. 

Des'moid  (des'-moid).  Like  a 
bundle.  Fibrous  tissue. 

Desquama'tion  (des-kwa-ma'- 
shun).  Peeling  off  of  the 
skin.  After  scarlet  fever  care 
must  be  taken  that  the  cast  skin 
is  not  allowed  to  blow  about. 

Desuda'tion  (de-su-da'-shun). 
Excessive  sweating. 

Deter'gent  (de-ter'-jent). 
A  cleansing  agent. 
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Determina'tion  (de-ter-min-a'- 
shun).  Excessive  flow  of 
blood  to  a  part. 

Detri'tus.  Debris.  Accumu¬ 
lation  of  disintegrated  ma¬ 
terial. 

Detru'sor,  An  expelling 
muscle. 

DeuterSp'athy  (du-ter-op'a- 
thy).  A  second  disease  con¬ 
sequent  on  a  preceding  one. 

Dextrocar'dia.  Congenital  in¬ 
clination  of  the  heart  to  the 
right  side. 

Dex'trose  (deks'-tros).  Grape 
sugar  Glucose.  For  rectal 
or  subcutaneous  injection  5 
per  cent  watery  solutions  are 
used :  that  is  to  say  an  ounce 
of  sugar  to  a  pint  of  water. 

Diabe'tes  Insipidus.  A  disease 
characterised  by  the  passage 
of  enormous  quantities  of  pale 
urine  of  low  specific  gravity, 
containing  no  sugar.  Is  quite 
distinct  from  ordinary  diabetes, 
or  diabetes  mellittis. 

Diabg'tes  Melli'tus  (di-a-be- 
'teez).  A  disease  marked  by  an 
excessive  flow  of  saccharine 
urine.  The  nurse  will  have  to 
measure  and  test  urine ;  the 
quantity  may  be  as  much  as 
5  or  6  quarts  in  24  hours ; 
the  specific  gravity  may  be  as 
high  as  1030  to  1045  ;  the  urine 
in  diabetes  turns  Fehling’s 
solution  yellowish-red. 

DIabe'tIc'  Bread.  Beat  up  6 
eggs,  add  teaspoonful  of  bak¬ 
ing-powder,  pinch  of  salt,  beat 
again.  Pour  into  hot  waffle- 


irons  smeared  with  butter, 
bake  in  quick  oven.  Pounded 
almonds  may  be  added  if  liked. 
The  result  is  a  pleasant  crisp 
sort  of  biscuit. 

Diace'tic  Acid  (di-ass-ee'-tik) 
A  substance  similar  to  acetone, 
and  occasionally  present  in  the 
urine  :  especially  in  serious 
cpes  of  diabetes  and  in  per¬ 
sistent  vomiting  after  anass- 
thesia.  See  Acidosis. 

Diach'ylon  (d  i-a  k'-e  1  0  n). 
Oleate  of  lead  sticking- 
plaster. 

Diagno'sis  (di-ag-no'-sis).  The 
decision  as  to  the  nature  of  an 
illness,  or  the  presentation  of 
a  foetus,  arrived  at  by  studying 
the  case. 

Dia'gonal  Con'jugate.  See 

Conjugate. 

Diarysis  (di-al'-is-is).  The 
separation  of  certain  sub¬ 
stances  from  a  mixture  by 
passing  the  latter  through  a 
membrane. 

Dia'metersof  Pelv'is.  Besides 
the  three  conjugate  diameters 
(described  under  Conjugate), 
the  most  important  pelvic 
measurements  are  as  follows: 
The  right  and  left  oblique, 
from  the  right  and  left  sacro¬ 
iliac  joints  to  the  left  and  right 
pectineal  eminences  re¬ 
spectively;  these  should 
measure  4^  to  5  inches.  The 
transverse  which  at  the  brim 
measure  5^  inches  and  at  the 
outlet  about  41-  inches.  The 
distance  between  the  anterior 
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superior  spines  of  the  ilia 
should  be  not  less  than  lo 
inches,  and  between  the  iliac 
crests  at  least  an  inch  more 
than  this. 

Diarn'eters  of  Skull.  The 

important  diameters  of  the 
foetal  skull  at  full  term  are 
as  follows :  Sub-occipito- 

bregmatic,  3!  inches ;  cervico- 
bregmatic,  3f ;  fronto-mental, 
3}  ;  occipito-mental,  5  ;  supra- 
occipito-mental,  5^;  occipito¬ 
frontal,  4i;  sub-occipito¬ 
frontal,  4;  bi-parietal,  3I ,  bi¬ 
temporal,  3}  (Jellett). 

Diaphore'sis  (di-a-fo-re'-sis). 
Perspiration, 

DIaphoret'ics  (di-a-for-et'-iks). 
Agents  which  increase  per¬ 
spiration. 

Di'aphrag-m  (di'-a-fram).  The 
muscular  septum  separating 
the  chest  from  the  abdomen. 


Olaph'ysis  (di-af'-fe-sis).  The 
middle  part  of  long  bones. 
See  Bone. 

Diarrhoe'a  (di-ar-rhe'-a).  Fre¬ 
quent  loose  evacuations  of 
the  bowels. 
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Diarthro'sis  (di-ar-thro'sis). 
Movable  articulation  of  the 
jointsof  the  body.  Aee  Joint. 

Diastai'tic  (di-as-tal'-tik).  Re¬ 
flex  system  of  nerves. 

Dias'tasis  (di-as'-ta-sis).  For¬ 
cible  separation  of  bones 
without  fracture. 

Dias'tolS  (di-as'to-le).  The 
dilatation  of  the  heart  and 
arteries  ;  opposite  to  systole. 

Diastolic  (di-as-tol'-ik).  Con¬ 
nected  with  diastole.  Thus  a 
diastolic  murmur  is  one  pro¬ 
duced  during  the  relaxation,  or 
diastole,  of  the  heart. 

Diather'my.  A  form  of  high 
frequency  electrical  treatment 
especially  useful  for  cauter¬ 
ising  new  growths. 

Diath'esis  (di-ath'-e-sis).  Con¬ 
stitutional  disposition  to  cer¬ 
tain  diseases. 

Dichloramine-T.  See  Chlora- 

GENE. 

Dichotomy  (di-kot'-o-me).  Di¬ 
vision  into  tw'O  parts.  The 
division  of  fees  between  con¬ 
sultant  and  practitioner. 

Dicrot'ic  (di-krot'ik).  An  ap¬ 
parent  double  beat  of  the 
pulse. 

Didac'tyle  (di-dak'til).  Having 
only  two  fingers,  or  two 
toes. 

DidymPtis  (did-e-mi'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  testicles. 

DiePectric.  The  non-conduct¬ 
ing  material  separating  the 
conducting  surfaces  in  an 
electrical  condenser. 
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Dieret'ic  (di-e-ret’-ik).  Dis¬ 
solvable.  corrosive. 

Di'et.  System  of  food.  As  a 
rule,  “Full  Diet"  consists  of 
an  ample  allowance  of  meat, 
bread,  vegetables,  puddings. 
“Middle  Diet,”  of  mutton, 
fish,  bread,  milk  puddings, 
and  eggs,  in  moderate  quan¬ 
tities.  “Fever,”  or  “Light 
Diet,”  of  beef-tea,  chicken- 
broth  and  milk;  no  solids. 

Differen'tial  Diagno'sis.  Dis¬ 
crimination  between  diseases 
with  similar  symptoms. 

Difficult  Labour.  Labour  in 
which, owing  t  some  disturbed 
relation  among  the  three 
factors  of  the  expelling  force, 
the  parturient  canal  and  the 
foetus  to  be  expelled,  there  is 
need  of  special  obstetrical 
assistance  for  mother  or  child, 
or  unusual  delay  in  the  pro¬ 
cesses  which  result  in  birth. 

Dlges'tion  (di-jest '-yun).  The 
process  of  converting  the  food 
eaten  into  chyme  and  chyle,  so 
that  it  can  be  absorbed  into 
the  blood. 

Digita'lis  (dij-e-ta'lis).  The 
foxglove.  Used  to  stimulate 
the  action  of  the  heart.  It 
causes  decrease  of  pulse  rate, 
and  increase  of  urine.  Poi¬ 
son.  Marked  intermittence  of 
pulse  or  cardiac  pain  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  reported. 

Dig'itus.  A  finger  or  toe. 

Dilata'tion  (dil-a-ta'shun). 
Increase  in  size,  enlargement. 
The  operation  of  stretching. 
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Dilator  (di-lay'-tor).  An  instru¬ 
ment  for  dilating  any  narrow 
passage,  as  the  rectum,  uterus, 
urethra.  In  gynaecological 
practice  tents  and  Hegar’s 
dilators  are  most  used ;  in 
obstetrical,  bougies,  Bossi’s 
dilators  and  Champetifr  de 
Ribes’  bag. 


Dill  Water.  A  medicine  used 
for  flatulence  or  stomach-ache 
in  infants.  Usual  dose,  one 
teaspoonful. 

Dil'uents  (diP-u-ents).  Medi¬ 
cines  supposed  to  increase  the 
fluidity  of  the  blood. 

Dimet'ria.  A  double  womb. 

Dinner  Pills.  Pilulce  ante- 
cibutn.  Pills  of  aloes  and 
mastic. 

Diop'tre  (di-op'-ter).  The  unit 
of  refractive  power  of  lens.  A 
lens  of  one  dioptre  has  a  focal 
length  of  one  metre. 

Diphthe'ria  (dif-the'-re-a).  A 
specific  infectious  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  throat,  with  forma¬ 
tion  of  false  membrane,  which 
tends  to  close  up  the  throat 
and  cause  suffocation. 

Diplococ'ci.  Micrococci  which 
are  arranged  in  pairs. 
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Dip'lofi  (dip'-lo-e).  A  cellular 
osseous  tissue  separating  the 
two  surfaces  of  the  cranium. 

Diplo'pia  (di-plo'pe-a).  Seeing 
double. 

Dipsoma'nia  (dip-so-ma'ne-a). 
An  irresistible  mania  for  alco¬ 
hol. 

Oirec'tor  (di-rek'-tur).  A 
grooved  surgical  instrument 
used  to  guide  another  instru¬ 
ment. 


Directors. 

Disarticula'tion.  Amputation 
at  a  joint. 

Discis'sion  (dis-sish'-on).  A  cut¬ 
ting  into,  specially  of  capsule 
of  lens  in  operation  for  cata¬ 
ract. 

Discolora'tion.  Discoloration 
of  the  vagina  and  cervix 
from  the  normal  pink  to  a 
bluish  tinge  is  a  sign  of 
pregnancy. 

Discu'tients  (dis-ku'-sh- 
ents).  Agents  for  dispersing 
tumours. 

Disenga'gement.  The  libera¬ 
tion  of  a  foetus,  or  a  part  of  a 
foetus,  from  the  pelvis  or  the 
vagina. 

Disinfec'tants  (dis-in-fek'- 
tants).  Agents  which  destroy 
disease  germs  ;  such  as  heat, 
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carbolic  acid,  sulphur,  chlo¬ 
rine,  &c. 

DisinfeC'tion.  See  F  u  m  i  g  a- 

TION. 

Disloca'tion  (dis-lo-ka'shun). 
Displacement  of  a  bone  out  of 
its  socket.  An  anaesthetic  is 
frequently  necessary  for  the 
operation  of  reducing  a  dislo¬ 
cation  :  otherwise  all  that  will 
be  needed  will  be  two  or  three 
bandages,  two  or  three  long 
towels,  and  some  powdered 
I  starch. 

j  Dispen'sing  (dis-pen'-sing). 
The  mixing  and  preparing  of 
medicines. 

Disrup'tive  Discharge.  Dis¬ 
charge  of  electricity  accom¬ 
panied  by  sound  and  heat. 

Dissec'tion  (dis-sek'-shun). 
The  cutting  up  of  dead  bodies 
for  the  purpose  of  study. 

DissemTnated.  Scattered. 
Dispersed  throughout  an  organ 
or  throughout  the  body. 

Dlssem'inated  sclero'sis.  A 
degenerative  disease  of  the 
nervous  system.  Also  known 
as  insular  sclerosis. 

Dissolu'tion  (dis-so-lu'shun). 
A  term  for  death. 

Dis'tal.  Situated  away  from 
the  centre  of  the  body. 

Distension (dis-ten'-shun).  The 
accumulation  of  gas  in  the  hol¬ 
low  viscera:  not  uncommon 
after  abdominal  operations. 

Distichi'asis  (dis-ti-ki'-a-sis). 
A  double  row  of  eyelashes, 
causing  irritation  and  inflam¬ 
mation. 
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Distilla  tion.  The  process  of  ; 
vaporizing  a  substance  and  j 
condensing  the  vapour. 

Dis'toma(dis'-to-ma).  Parasitic 
flukes  rarely  found  in  the  ; 
intestines.  ! 

Diure'sis  (di-u-re'-sis).  In¬ 
creased  flow  of  urine. 

DiurSt'ics (di-u-ret'-iks).  Medi-  ' 
cines  which  cause  an  increased  : 
flow  of  the  urine. 

Diverticuli'tis.  Inflammation 
of  the  divert  culum. 

Diverticulum  (di-ver-tik'-yoo- 
lum).  A  pouch-like  process 
from  a  hollow  organ,  e.g.  \ 
cesophagus,  intestine,  bladder.  - 

Dolorif'ic  (dol-or-if'-ik).  Caus¬ 
ing  pain. 

Domette'.  A  soft  elastic  wool 
fabric  used  for  bandages. 

Donovan’s  Solution.  Con-  | 
tains  mercury  and  arsenic. 
Give  after  meals. 

Dor'sal.  Relating  to  the  back.  i 

Dor'sum.  The  back. 

Do'sis.  A  dose. 

Dos'sil.  A  cylindrical  plug  of  j 
lint  or  wool. 

Double  Alonster.  A  form  of  ] 
monster  in  which  two  separate  [ 
individuals  are  fused  more  or  ! 
less  completely  into  one.  ' 
Double  monsters  are  some¬ 
times  the  cause  of  great  i 
difficulty  in  delivery.  | 

Douche  (doosh).  A  shower  of 
water.  Hot  douche  112°,  cold 
douche  60°.  I 

Douglas’s  Pouch.  The  peri¬ 
toneal  pouch  between  the  back 


of  the  uterus  and  the  front  of 
the  rectum  in  females. 

Dover’s  Powder.  A  favour¬ 
ite  sedative  medicine  of  which 
the  chief  ingredients  are 
ipecacuanha  and  opium.  It 
increases  perspiration. 

Doyen’s  Gag  (dwa-yahn').  A 
mouth  gag  much  used  by 
anaesthetists. 


Doyen’s  Spec'ulum.  A  self- 
retaining  speculum  for  keeping 
the  incision  widely  open  during 
abdomdnal  operations. 


Drachm  (dram).  Weight  of 
60  grains  =3'888  grammes,  or 
in  fluid  measure  60  minims 
(about  one  teaspoonful). 

Dragee'  (dra-zha').  A  sugar- 
coated  pill. 

Drain'age  Tubes.  India-rub¬ 
ber  tubes  of  different  sizes 
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for  inserting  in  suppurating  | 
wounds  and  sores.  When 
not  in  use,  they  should  be 
kept  in  i  in  40  carbolic  in 
glass  jars.  When  used,  holes 
are  snipped  up  and  down 
each  side,  and  a  safety-pin  or 
some  long  threads  of  silk  are 
put  at  the  mouth,  to  keep  the 
tube  from  slipping  out  of 
sight  into  the  wound.  Glass 
drainage  tubes  are  also  some¬ 
times  used. 

Dras'tac  (dras'-tik).  Strong, 
severe. 

Draw-sheet.  A  sheet  so  ar¬ 
ranged  that  it  can  be  removed 
easily  from  under  a  patient 
lying  upon  it. 

Dressing  (dress-ing).  The 
cleansing  and  applying  of 
healing  remedies  to  a  wound. 

Drop.  Lat.  Gutta.  Sometimes 
used  loosely  as  the  equivalent 
of  a  minim. 

Drop'sy.  An  unnatural  effu¬ 
sion  of  watery  fluid  into  the 
tissues  or  cavities  of  the  body. 
Dropsy  is  a  symptom,  not  a 
disease,  and  it  frequently  sets 
in  towards  the  end  in  cases 
of  cancer,  heart  disease,  &c. 

Dublin  Method  (of  express¬ 
ing  the  placenta).  The  method 
of  pressing  on  the  fundus 
uteri  usually  known  by  the 
name  of  Cr^de. 

Duboi'sine.  Dilates  the  pupil. 
May  cause  alarming  symp¬ 
toms.  An  active  poison.  I 

Duchenne’s  Disease  (du-  1 
shen').  Progressive  muscular  1 
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atrophy,  a  disease  of  the 
spinal  cord. 

Duc'tus.  A  duct;  a  little 
canal  of  the  body. 

Duodenos'tomy  (du-o-de-nos'- 
to-me).  Making  an  artificial 
opening  into  the  duodenum 
through  which  feeding  can  be 
carried  on  when  perhaps  the 
stomach  is  too  diseased  for 
duty. 

Duode'num  (du-o-de'-num). 
The  first  10  inches  of  the  small 
intestine,  beginning  at  the 
pyloric  orifice  of  the  stomach. 


Diagram  showing  the 
Duodenum. 


Dupuytren’s  Contraction 

(Dew'-pwee-trenz  kon-trak'- 
shun).  A  contraction  affect¬ 
ing  especially  the  ring  and 
little  fingers,  which  bends 
them  down  into  the  palm  so 
that  they  cannot  be  extended. 

Ou'ra  Ma'ter.  A  strong 
membrane  lining  the  interior 
of  the  cranium  and  spina! 
column. 
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Dy'namo  (di'-na-mo).  A  ma¬ 
chine  for  generating  elec¬ 
tricity. 

Dynamo. 


D^s®'tnla.  Unhealthy  state 
of  the  blood. 

Oy^seesthe'sia.  Partial  loss  of 
feeling. 

D^schgzia  (dis-ked'-zea).  Diffi¬ 
culty  in  expelling  the  fasces. 

Dys'entery  (dis'en-ter-e).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  large  in¬ 
testine,  accompanied  by 
bloody  evacuations.  There 
are  two  kinds  of  dysentery, 
bacillary  and  amcebic;  the 
former  due  to  a  bacillus,  the 
latter  to  the  entamceba  histo¬ 
lytica. 

Dysidro'sis  (dis-i-dro'-sis).  An 
affection  of  the  sweat-glands 
of  the  skin,  appearing  on  the 
hands  or  feet,  never  in  the 
old  nor  in  children. 

Dysmenorrhoe'a  (dis-men-o- 
re'-a).  Painful  or  difficult 
menstruation. 

Dyso'pia  (dis-o'-pi-a).  Difficult 
sight. 

DysorSx'la  (dis-o-rek'si-a). 
Loss  of  appetite. 

Dyspareu'nia  (dis-par-yoo'-ne- 
a).  Painful  coitus. 


Dyspep'sia  (dis-pep'-se-a).  In¬ 
digestion. 

Dyspha'gia  (dis-fai-'ja).  Diffi¬ 
culty  in  swallowing. 

Dyspha'sla (dis-fa'-si-a).  Diffi¬ 
culty  in  speaking. 

Dysphd'nia  Clerlco'rum. 
Sort  throat  common  to  public 
speakers. 

Dysphra'sla  (dis-fra'-si-a). 
Loss  of  power  to  speak  the 
words- wanted. 

Dyspnoe'a  (disp-ne'a).  Difficult 
breathing. 

Dysto'cia  (dis-to'-ki-a  or  dis- 
to'-se-a).  A  difficult  labour 
(obstetric). 

Dystrophy  (dis'-tro-fee).  A 
wasting  of  muscles  not  due 
to  interference  with  their 
blood  or  nerve  supply,  nor 
to  disuse. 

Dysu'ria  (dis-u'-ri-a).  Difficult 
discharge  of  the  urine. 


E. 

Ear.  The  organ  of  hearing. 
It  consists  of  external,  middle 
and  internal  ear. 

The  external  ear  comprises  the 
auricle  and  external  auditory 
canal  and  is  separated  from  the 
middle  ear  by  the  tympanic 
membrane  or  drum. 

The  middle  ear  is  an  irregular 
cavity  in  the  temporal  bone. 
In  front  it  communicates  with 
the  Eustachian  tube  which 
forms  an  open  channel  between 
the  middle  ear  and  the  cavity 

69 


Ear 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Ecr 


of  the  naso-pharynx.  Behind, 
the  middle  ear  opens  into  the 
mastoid  antrum,  and  this  in 
turn  communicates  with  the 
mastoid  cells.  And  there  are 
two  openings  into  the  inner 
ear  both  of  which  are  covered 
with  membrane.  A  string  of 
tiny  bones,  jointed  together, 
extends  from  the  tympanum  to 


Section  of  Ear. 


a.  External  ear  ;  b.  Middle  ear ; 
c.  Cochlea;  d.  Semicircular 
canals  ;  e.  Eustachian  tube  ; 
f.  Nerves. 

the  foramen  ovale  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  ear.  These  bones  are 
the  incus,  malleus  and  stapes. 

The  internal  ear  comprises  (i) 
the  organ  of  hearing  or  cochlea 
in  which  are  the  endings  of  the 
auditory  nerve  and  (2)  the  or¬ 
gan  of  equilibration  or  balance 
consisting  of  the  three  semi¬ 
circular  canals. 

Ear  Conch  (kongk).  A  large 
ear-shaped  metal  instrument, 
used  to  aid  hearing. 
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Ear  Cornet.  An  instrument 
like  a  French  horn,  used  to 
aid  hearing. 

Eas'ton’s  Syrup.  A  tonic 
mixture  containing  strychnine, 
quinine  and  phosphates  of  iron. 

Eau  (o).  Water;  eati-de-vie  is 
brandy  (o-de-ve). 

Eburna'tion  (e-ber-na'-shun). 
Hardened  morbid  condition  of 
bone. 

EcbOric  (ek-bo!'-ik).  An  agent 
used  to  stimulate  the  uterus 
and  thus  accelerate  the  expul¬ 
sion  of  the  foetus. 

Ecchondro'ma  (ek-on-dro'ma). 
A  tumour  composed  of  cartil¬ 
age. 

Ecchymo'sis  (ek-e-mo'-sisl. 
A  bruise ;  an  effusion  of  blood 
under  the  skin. 

Eccye'sis  (ek-si-e'-sis).  Extra- 
uterine  foetation. 

Echinococ'cus  (e-kei-no-kok'- 
us).  One  of  the  many-headed 
hydatids  which  occur  in  hy¬ 
datid  cysts  of  the  liver. 

Echolalia  (ek-ko-lal'-e-a)  Repe¬ 
tition  of  everything  said. 

Eclamp'sia  (ek-lamp'si-a). 
Serious  puerperal  convulsions 
with  albuminuria. 

Eclamp'sia  Nu'tans.  Nod¬ 
ding  convulsions  of  infants. 
See  Spasmus  Nutans. 

Eclamptic  (ek-lamp'-tik).  Sub¬ 
ject  to  eclampsia. 

Ecraseur  (ay-krah-zur).  An  in¬ 
strument  for  crushing  the 
stem  of  a  tumour,  generally 
by  putting  over  it  a  loop  of 
wire  and  strangulating  it. 
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Ecraseur. 


Ec  stasy  (ek'-sta-se).  A  state 
of  mental  exaltation. 

Ecthy'ma  (ek-the'-ma).  A  pus¬ 
tular  skin  disease,  not  con¬ 
tagious. 

Ecto'pia  (ek-to'-pe-a).  Dis¬ 
placement  of  a  part. 

Ectop'ic  Gestation. 
nancy  in  which  the  fertilized  1 
ovum  is  not  situated  in  the 
uterus.  The  ovum  may  lie  in 
one  of  the  Fallopian  tubes  or  in 
the  abdominal  cavity.  In 
course  of  time  the  gestation 
sac  is  apt  to  rupture  causing 
profuse  haemorrhage  into  the 
abdominal  cavity  and  neces¬ 
sitating  immediate  operation. 

Ectoplon  Vesicae  {ek-to'-pe-on 
ves-i'-kee).  A  congenital  dis¬ 
ease  of  the  bladder  in  which 
the  anterior  abdominal  wall 
and  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
bladder  are  missing,  thus  ex¬ 
posing  to  view  the  openings 
of  the  ureters  and  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bladder. 

Ectozb'a  (ek-to-zo'a).  Animal 
parasites  on  the  surface  of  the 
body. 

Ectrodactyl'ia  (ek-tro-dak-til'- 
i-a).  Absence  from  birth 
of  one  or  more  toes  or 
fingers. 

Ectro'plon  (ek-tro'-pe-on). 
Eversion  of  the  eyelid. 


Ectrot'ic  (ek-trot'-ik).  Prevent¬ 
ing  development  :  aborti- 
facient. 

Ec'zema  (ek'-ze-ma).  An  erup¬ 
tion  on  the  skin  ;  not  contagi¬ 
ous,  but  very  unpleasant,  and 
causing  great  irritation 

Efferent  (ef'-fer-ent)  Motor 
nerves  are  called  efferent  be¬ 
cause  they  convey  nervous 
impulses  from  the  brain  and 
spinal  cord  to  the  muscles. 

Efferves'cent  (ef-fer-ves'-ent). 
Bubbling.  Giving  off  small 
bubbles  of  gas. 

Effleur'ajfe.  A  massage  move¬ 
ment,  light  and  gentle,  be¬ 
tween  stroking  and  friction, 
done  with  the  finger-tips. 


Effu'sion  (ef-fu'zhon).  An 
escape  of  fluid  from  one  part 
to  another. 

Ehr  lich’s  Theory  (air'-likh). 
A  theory  explaining  the  process 
of  immunity  against  disease. 
The  cells  of  the  body  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  contain  certain  mole¬ 
cules  consisting  of  a  stable 
central  group,  to  which  are  at¬ 
tached  less  stable  “  lateral 
chains"  of  molecules  or  ie 
ceptors.  These  side  chains 
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have  the  power  of  combining 
with  and  thus  neutralizing  the 
poisons  produced  by  invading 
micro-organisms,  but  in  the 
process  the  receptors  them¬ 
selves  are  destroyed.  However 
as  this  destruction  of  receptors 
proceeds  the  central  group  is 
stimulated  to  produce  fresh 
side  chains  or  receptors. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  re¬ 
ceptors,  namely  uniceptors  or 
antitoxins  and  amboceptors  or 
cytolysins.  The  uniceptors  or 
antitoxins  act  in  the  way  men¬ 
tioned  above  by  combining 
with  and  thus  neutralizing  the 
toxins.  The  amboceptors  or 
cytolysins  have  two  affinities, 
one  for  the  invading  bacteria 
and  one  for  a  body  called  the 
complement  which  exists  in 
the  fluids  of  the  body.  The 
complement  when  united  with 
the  bacteria  by  means  of  the 
amboceptor  or  cytolysin  is 
capable  of  causing  solution 
and  destruction  of  the  bac¬ 
teria. 

Ejacula'tion.  Forcible, 
sudden  expulsion,  especially  of 
semen. 

Elas'tic  Ban'dages  (e-las'-tik 
ban'dages).  India-rubber  or 
woven  bandages  ;  generally 
rollers,  and  never  reversed  in 
using.  They  should  be  kept 
loosely  rolled  when  not  in 
use. 

Elastic  Tissue.  The  yellow, 
fibrous  tissue  of  the  elastic 
ligaments  and  membranes. 

72 


Elater'ium.  A  watery  purga¬ 
tive  often  given  in  dropsy ; 
sometimes  causes  nausea. 

Elbow.  The  joint  between  the 
arm  and  forearm.  The  bones 
forming  the  joint  are  the 
humerus  above,  and  the  radius 
and  ulna  below. 


Elbow  Joint. 

Electric  Cautery.  Cautery  by 
a  wire  heated  by  an  electric 
'  current. 


Electric  Cautery. 

Needles  and  Handle. 

Electric' ity  (e-lek-tris'-e-te). 

A  force  produced  by  chemical 
and  mechanical  action  and  by 
heat.  Used  to  strengthen 
muscles  and  nerves,  by  appli- 
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cation  from  battery.  Often 
used  in  connection  with  mas¬ 
sage. 

Electro-Car'diogram.  A  trac¬ 
ing  of  the  heart’s  action  taken 
by  an  electro-cardiograph, 
which  registers  the  alterations 
of  its  electricity. 

Elec'trode  (e-lek'-trode).  The 
point  where  an  electric  current 
enters  or  leaves  the  battery. 

E  lectroly sis  (ee-lek-trol'-e-sis). 
Application  of  electric  current 
with  a  fine  needle  or  needles 
as  an  electrode  ;  for  naevi  and 
for  superfluous  hair.  The  pro¬ 
cedure  is  painful,  and  if  more 
than  a  short  sitting  is  desired 
an  anaesthetic  may  be  neces¬ 
sary. 


Electrolysis  Needles. 


Electromotive  Force 
(E.M.F.).  The  measure  of  the 
tendency  of  an  electric  current 
to  flow  from  one  point  to 
another.  The  unit  of  E.M.F. 
is  the  volt. 

Electron  (el-ek'-tron).  The 
ultimate  unit  of  matter.  The 
atom  was  formerly  thought  to 
be  the  ultimate  particle  into 
which  an  element  could  be 


divided.  But  it  is  now  believed 
that  atoms  themselves  can  be 
divided  into  still  smaller  parti¬ 
cles  known  as  electrons. 

Electrothgr'apy  (e-lek-tro- 
ther'-a-pe).  Healing  by  elec¬ 
tric  treatment. 

Elec'tuary  (e-lek'-tu-ar-e).  A 
concoction  of  powders  and 
syrup,  making  a  sweet  medi¬ 
cinal  confection. 

Elephanti'asis  (el-e--fan-ti'-a- 
sis).  A  parasitic  disease  of 
the  lymphatic  vessels,  causing 
great  enlargement  of  the 
limb  or  limbs  affected.  ^  It  is 
chronic ;  and  the  skin  thickens 
until  it  somewhat  resembles 
an  elephant’s  hide.  The  para¬ 
site  is  the  Filaria. 

El'evator  (el'-e-va-tur).  i.  A 
muscle  which  raises  a  limb. 
2.  An  instrument  used  for 
raising  depressed  bone,  &c. 

Elimination.  The  expulsion 
of  poisons  or  waste  products 
from  the  body. 

Elix'ir  (e-lik'-sur).  A  term 
sometimes  applied  to  certain 
tinctures  having  a  sweet  taste. 

Elytri'tls  (el-i-tri'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  vagina. 

Emacia'tion  (e-ma-she-a'- 
shun).  The  act  of  wasting  or 
becoming  thin. 

Emana'tion.  The  act  of  flow¬ 
ing  out.  Applied  especi^ly  to 
the  rays  given  out  by  radio¬ 
active  substances. 

Emascula'tion  (e-mas-ku-la'- 
shun).  Excision  of  both  the 
testicles. 
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Em'bolism  (em'-bo-lizm).  De¬ 
tachment  of  a  clot  formed  in  a 
vein  or  in  the  heart  by  throm¬ 
bosis,  and  its  subsequent  con¬ 
veyance  by  the  blood  stream 
to  the  heart,  lungs  or  other 
viscera.  If  the  clot,  or  em¬ 
bolus,  is  large  enough  to  block 
completely  any  of  the  valvular 
orifices  of  the  right  side  of  the 
heart,  sudden  death  is  the  re¬ 
sult:  if  small  enough  to  pass 
through  the  heart,  the  em¬ 
bolus  is  arrested  somewhere 
in  the  pulmonary  artery  or  in 
one  of  its  subdivisions,  giving 
rise  to  an  infarct  of  the  lung, 
with  symptoms  of  intense 
sudden  pain  in  the  chest, 
coughing  of  blood,  and  great 
distress.  In  certain  cases  of 
valvular  disease  of  the  heart, 
pieces  of  clot  formed  upon  the 
affected  valve  break  off  and  are 
carried  away  in  the  blood 
stream.  When  such  an  em¬ 
bolus  reaches  an  artery  too 
small  for  it,  an  embolism  re¬ 
sults,  with  symptoms  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  organ  affected.  Em¬ 
bolism  of  an  artery  of  the 
brain  may  result  in  immedi¬ 
ate  death  or  in  paralysis. 

Em'bolus.  A  clot  carried  by 
the  blood  stream  and  lodging 
in  a  blood-vessel. 

Bmbroca'tion  (em-bro-ka'- 
shun).  A  lotion  for  rubbing 
on  the  body. 

Em'bryo  (em'-bri-o).  Term 
for  the  foetus  before  it  has 
quickened. 
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Em'bryotome  (em'-bri-o-tome). 
An  instrument  for  destroying 
any  part  of  the  child  during 
birth  for  the  purpose  of  facili¬ 
tating  delivery. 

Embryot'omy  (em-bre-ot'-o- 
me).  Destruction  of  the 
foetus. 

Em'gsis  (em'-e-sis).  Vomit¬ 
ing. 

Emgt'ic  (e-met'ik).  Any  means 
used  to  produce  vomiting. 
Tickling  the  throat  with  a 
feather ;  large  draughts  of 
tepid  water,  salt  water ; 
mustard  and  water,  or  ipecac¬ 
uanha,  will  produce  the  desired 
effect. 

Em'etine.  An  alkaloid  con¬ 
tained  in  ipecacuanha.  It  is  a 
powerful  irritant  and  nauseant. 

Eniis'sion.  Discharge,  especi¬ 
ally  of  semen. 

Ethmen'agogue  (em-en'-a- 
gog).  A  medicine  which 
promotes  the  flow  of  the 
menses. 

Emme'nia.  The  menses,  or 
monthly'  discharge  in  females. 

Emmetro'pia  (em-e-tro'-pi-a). 
Normal  sight. 

Em'met’s  Operation.  Sutur¬ 
ing  the  pared  edges  of  the 
neck  of  the  uterus  to  repair 
laceration.  Trachelorrhaphy. 

EmolTients  (e-mol'-le-euts). 
Softening  and  soothing  appli¬ 
cations  or  liniments. 

Emphyse'ma  (em-fi-se'-ma). 
A  disease  of  the  lungs  in  which 
the  partitions  between  neigh¬ 
bouring  air  cells  are  largely 
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broken  down ;  in  this  condi-  ! 
tion  the  blood  has  less  chance 
of  complete  aeration,  and 
bronchitis  is  a  frequent  com-  ' 
plication.  Surgical  emphysema 
is  the  occurrence  of  air  under  , 
the  skin,  a  phenomenon  occa-  ' 
sionally  seen  after  wounds  of 
the  lung,  rupture  of  trachea, 
and  other  lesions  of  the  res¬ 
piratory  organs. 

Empir'icism  (em-pir'i-sizm). 
Treatment  founded  on  ex¬ 
perience  only,  not  on  reason¬ 
ing.  Until  quite  recently  the 
greater  part  of  all  treatment 
has  been  empirical,  and  much 
of  it  is  so  still. 

Emplas'trum.  A  plaster 
Emplas'trum  Lyt'tae.  A 
blister. 

EmprOsthot'onos  (em-pros- 
thot'o-nos).  Spasms  causing 
the  body  to  bend  forward. 
Empye'ma  (em-pi-e'-ma).  A 
collection  of  pus  in  one  or 
both  of  the  cavities  of  the 
pleura.  The  term  empyema  is 
also  used  for  collections  of  pus 
in  the  maxillary  antrum, 
frontal  sinus,  and  other 
cavities. 

Empye'sis  (em-pi-e'sis).  Sup¬ 
puration. 

Emul'sion  (e-mul'-shun).  A 
mixture  of  oil,  such  as  cod- 
liver  oil,  with  water,  by  aid 
of  gum,  or  other  mucilaginous 
substance. 

Emunc'tory  (e-munk'tur-e).  A 
canal  through  which  the  con¬ 


tents  of  an  organ  are  dis¬ 
charged. 

EnSm'el  (en-am'-el).  The  hard 
outer  coating  of  the  tooth. 
See  Teeth. 

Enanthe'sis  (en-an-the'sis). 
Fever  accompanied  with  rash 
in  the  mucous  membranes. 

Enarthro'sis  (en-ar-thro'-sis). 
A  ball  and  socket  joint. 

Encan'this  (en-kan'this).  A 
growth  in  the  inner  angle  of 
the  eye. 

EncephaU'tls  (en-kef-al-i'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  brain. 
See  Meningitis. 

Encgphali'tis  Lethar'gica 
(en  kef-al  i'-tis  leth-ar'-jik-a). 
Sleepy  sickness.  A  disease 
which  has  been  almost  epi¬ 
demic  in  Great  Britain  and 
elsewhere  in  recent  years.  Not 
to  be  confounded  with  African 
sleeping  sickness. 

EncSph'alocele  (en-kef'-a-lo- 
sele).  Protrusion  of  the  brain 
through  the  skull. 

EncSph'alon  (en-kef'-a-lon). 
The  brain. 

Enchondro'ma.  A  tumour  of 
cartilage. 

Eiicyst'ed  (en-sis'-ted).  En¬ 
closed  in  a  sac  or  cyst. 

Endarteri'tis  (en-dar-te-ri'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  ar¬ 
teries. 

Endem'ic  (en-dem'-ik).  Oc- 

,  curring  frequently  in  a  parti- 

.  cular  locality. 
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Endoausculta'tion  (en-do- 
aws-kul-ta'-shun).  Ausculta¬ 
tion  by  means  of  a  tube 
passed  into  the  stomach. 

Endocardi'tis  (en-do-kar-di'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  heart. 
Often  occurs  in  the  course  of 
rheumatism  or  renal  disease. 

Endocar'dium  (en-do-kar'de- 
um).  The  lining  membrane 
of  the  heart. 

En'docrine  (Greek  endo,  with¬ 
in,  and  krino,  I  separate  out). 
The  term  used  in  describing 
the  tissues  and  organs  giving 
rise  to  an  internal  secretion. 
It  is  a  more  correct  description 
than  the  older  term  “  ductless 
gland  ”,  because  some  of  the 
internal  secreting  organs  have 
both  an  internal  and  an  ex¬ 
ternal  secretion,  and  so  may 
have  ducts. 

Endogastri'tis  (en-do-gas-tri'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  lin¬ 
ing  membrane  of  the  stomach. 

Endometri'tis  (en-do-me-tri'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  en¬ 
dometrium. 

Endome'trium.  The  lining 
membrane  of  the  uterus. 

En'doscope  (en'-dos-kop).  An 
instrument  for  the  inspection  of 
the  interior  of  a  hollow  organ. 

Endostei'tis  (en-dos-te-i'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  central 
canal  of  a  bone. 

Endos'teum.  The  medullary 
membrane  of  bone.  5eeBoNE. 

En'dothelioma.  A  malignant 
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growth  originating  in  endothel¬ 
ium. 

Endothe'lium  (en-do-the'-li- 
um).  The  lining  membrane 
of  serous  cavities,  blood-ves¬ 
sels  and  lymphatics. 

En'ema  Syringe  (or  en-e-ma 
sir'-inj).  An  instrument,  usu¬ 
ally  of  india-rubber  or  glass, 
for  giving  an  injection  into  the 
rectum.  The  india-rubber  one 
(Higginson’s)  most  often  used 
consists  of  a  bulb  from  which 
go  two  tubes ;  one  tube  has 
an  ivory  mouthpiece,  which 
is  inserted  into  the  anus,  the 
other  is  put  into  the  fluid  to 
be  injected  Enema  saponis. 
— Dissolve  an  ounce  of  yel- 


Higginson's  Syringe. 

low  soap  in  16  ounces  of  hot 
water.  Castor  oil  enema. — 
Add  I  ounce  of  castor  oil  to 
a  soap  and  water  enema ;  or 
it  can  be  mixed  with  16 
ounces  of  thin  starch.  Enema 
terebinthince. — Mix  an  ounce  of 
turpentine  with  12  ounces  of 
thin  starch  or  soap  and  water. 
Starch  enema. — 2  ounces  of 
thin  starch,  inject  when  nearly 
cold  and  very  slowly.  Starch 
and  opium  enema. — 2  ounces 
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of  thin  starch  to  which  30  | 
minims  of  tincture  of  opium 
are  added,  given  nearly  or 
quite  cold.  Nutrient  enema. 

— I  ounce  of  sugar  dissolved 
in  a  pint  of  water  or  pepton- 
ised  beef  tea,  6  ounces  ;  cream, 

I  ounce;  brandy,  ^  ounce;  in¬ 
ject  warm.  Use  funnel  and 
rubber  tube. 

Enosto'sis.  A  tumour  in  a 
bone. 

Entamce'ba  Histolyt'ica.  The 
parasite  which  causes  amoebic 
dysentery. 

En'tasis  (en'ta-sis).  Tonic 
spasms,  such  as  in  lock¬ 
jaw. 

Enteral'gia  (en-ter-al'-je-a). 
Pain  in  the  intestines. 

Enterec'tomy  (en-ter-ek'-to- 
me).  Excision  of  part  of  the 
intestine. 

Entgr'ic  Fevers.  A  term  now 
used  to  include  three  separate 
but  closely  allied  diseases : 
typhoid  fever;  paratyphoid  A 
fever  ;  paratyphoid  B  fever. 

Enteri'tis  (en-te-ri'tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  small  intes¬ 
tine. 

En'terocele  (en'-tex-o-sele).  j 
Hernia,  consisting  of  a  pro-  1 
trusion  of  the  intestine.  See 
Hernia. 

Enteroc'lysis(en-ter-ok'-li-sis). 
Pouring  warm  saline  fluid  into 
the  intestine. 

En'terolith  (en'-te-ro-lith)  , 
Stone  in  the  intestines. 

Enteropto'sls  (en-ter-op-to'-sis).  ^ 
Stretching  of  the  mesenteric  | 


attachment  of  the  _  intestine 
by  which  the  latter  is  enabled 
to  reach  unusual  positions. 

Enterorrha'jfia  (ente-ro-ra'- 
ji-a).  Bleeding  of  the  intes¬ 
tines. 

Enteror'rhaphy.  .The  sutur¬ 
ing  of  a  rent  in  the  intestine. 

En'terospasm.  Spasmodic  con¬ 
traction  of  the  intestine.  Colic. 

Enterosteno'sis  (en-te-ro-ste- 
no'sis).  Stricture  of  the  intes¬ 
tines. 

I  Enterost'omy  (en-te-ros'-to- 
]  me).  Opening  the  peritoneal 
I  cavity  and  raising  and  open- 
I  ing  the  distended  bowel. 

I  Enterotomy  (en-ter-ot'-o-me). 
i  Cutting  open  the  small  intes- 
1  tine. 

Entozo'a  (en-to-zo'-a.)  Animal 
parasites  living  within  the  body, 
i  Entro'pion  (en  -  tro' -  pi  -  on). 

Inversion  of  the  margin  of 
‘  the  eyelid. 

i  Enuclea'tion.  The  entire  re¬ 
moval  of  a  tumour  or  gland 
without  removal  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  structures.  Ingynas- 
cology  especially  used  of  the 
extraction  of  a  fibroid  without 
removal  of  the  uterus. 
Enure'sis  (en-u-re'-sis).  In¬ 
continence  of  urine. 

Enzyme.  Any  ferment  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  living  cells  of  the 
body. 

Epen'dyma  (e-pen'di-ma). 
The  lining  membrane  of  the 
cerebral  cavities  and  spinal 
canal. 
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Ephem'era  (e-fem'e-ra);  A 
fever  lasting  only  a  day. 

Ephidro'sis.  Morbid  discharge 
of  sweat. 

Epican'thus.  Projection  of 
the  nasal  fold  to  the  eyelid. 

Epichro'sis.  Blemishes  of 
the  skin. 

Epicra'nium  (ep-e-kra'ne-um). 
The  integuments  which  lie 
over  the  cranium. 

Epidem'ic  (ep-e-dem'-ik).  A 
disease  attacking  a  number  of 
people  in  the  same  place  at 
one  time.  Epidemics  are 
usually  accounted  for  by  the 
disease  being  either  infectious 
or  contagious. 

Epider'mis  (ep  -  e  -  der' ■  mis). 
The  outermost  layer  of  the 
skin.  See,  Skin. 

Epidid'ymis.  Small  oblong 
body  above  the  testes. 

Epididymitis  (ep'-e-did-e-mi'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
epididymis. 

Epidural  Ansesthesia.  See 

Caudal  Anaesthesia. 

Epigas'trium.  The  region 
m  front  of  the  stomach.  See 
Abdomen. 

Epiglot'tis(ep-e-glot'tis).  The 
thin  flap  of  cartilage  which 
guards  the  entrance  to  the 
glottis  or  windpipe.  See 
Larynx. 

Epilation  (e-pi-lay-shun). 
Pulling  hairs  out  by  the 
roots. 

Ep'ilepsy.  A  disease  of  the 
brain  marked  by  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  convulsive  fits. 
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A  slight  fit  is  called  petit  mat, 
a  severe  fit  grand  or  haut  mat. 

Epileptiform  (ep-e-lep[-te- 
form).  Like  the  convulsions 
of  epilepsy. 

Epingphrin  (ep  -  e  -  nef' -  rin). 
Same  as  supra-renal  ex¬ 
tract,  which  see. 

Epineu'rium.  The  sheath  of 
a  nerve. 

Epipii'ora  (e-pif'-o-ra).  An 
excessive  flov/  of  tears. 

Epiph'ysis  (e-pif'-e-sis).  A 
process  of  bone  attached  by 
cartilage  to  the  ends  of  bones, 
and  from  which  growth  takes 
place.  See  Bone. 

Ep'iphysi'tis.  Inflammation 
of  an  epiphysis. 

Ep'iphytes  (ep'-e-fites).  Fungi 
infesting  the  skin  or  mucous 
membrane. 

EpipTocele  (ep-ip'-lo-sel).  A 
hernia  containing  omentum. 

EpipToon  (ep-ip'lo-on).  The 
omentum,  a  membranous  ex¬ 
pansion  which  floats  upon  the 
intestines. 

Episcleri'tis  (ep-is-kler-i'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  outer 
layers  of  the  sclera.  See 
Eye. 

Episioli'tis  (ep-is-i-ol-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  vulva. 

Episiot'omy  (ep-i-si-ot'-om_-e) . 
Incision  ot  the  perineum  just 
at  the  end  of  the  second  stage 
of  labour,  sometimes  per¬ 
formed  to  avoid  extensive 
laceration  of  the  perinieum. 

Epispa'dias.  A  congenital  mal¬ 
formation  in  which  the  urethra 
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opens  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ; 
penis.  _  I 

Epispas'tlcs  (ep-e-spas'-tiks). 
Agents  applied  to  the  skin  to 
produce  discharge,  such  as 
blisters  or  vesicatories. 

Epistax'is  (ep-is-taks'is).  i 
Bleeding  from  the  nose.  I 

EpitheTial  Casts.  Filaments  , 
of  renal  epithelium  found  in  i 
the  urine  in  certain  diseases,  i 
when  examined  under  the 
microscope.  They  are  chiefly  i 
cylindrical,  are  finely  granular, 
and  the  cells  have  large  nuclei.  I 
If  in  considerable  quantity,  ; 
they  signify  nephritis  or  some 
other  disease  of  the  kidneys. 

Epithelio'ma.  Cancer  origin¬ 
ating  in  epithelium.  j 

BpithSTium  (ep-e-the'-le-um). 
The  outermost  layer  of  the 
mucous  membranes  and  the 
skin. 

Epitroch'lea.  The  inner  round 
projection  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  humerus. 

Epizo'a  (ep-e-zo'a).  Animal 
parasites  living  in  clothing  or  ! 
in  hair. 

Epsom  Salts.  Sulphate  of 
magnesia. 

Epu'lis  (e-pu'-lis).  Tumour  on  ! 
the  gums.  ^ 

Equin'ia  (e-kwin'-i-a).  Gian- 
ders. 

Era'sion(e-ra'-zhun).  Scraping. 

Erec'tlle  TIs'sue.  Peculiar 
cellulo-vascular  tissue  about 
the  organs  of  generation. 

Er'jfot.  A  drug  got  from  a 
fungus  which  grows  on  rye  ; 


it  is  used  especially  in  labour 
cases  to  contract  the  uterus 
and  arrest  haemorrhage.  It 
prolongs  the  length  and  force 
of  pains  in  a  parturient  uterus. 
Poison. 

Er'gotin  (er'go-tin).  Is  Ex¬ 
tract  of  Ergot  (B.P.),  specially 
used  hypodermically  to  arrest 
bleeding  from  the  uterus. 

Ero'dent  (e-ro'-dent).  Eating 
away,  as  caustic. 

Ero'sion  (e-ro'zhun).  Ulcera¬ 
tion  of  parts. 

Erotoma'nia  (er-o-to-ma'ne-a). 
Insanity  with  unregulated 
sexual  passion. 

Eructa'tion  (e-ruk-ta'shun.) 
Flatulency,  with  passage  of 
gas  from  stomach  through 
mouth. 

Erup'tion  (e-rup'-shunl.  A 
breaking  out  on  the  skin. 

Et^sip'elas  (er-e-sip'-e-las). 
Contagious  inflammation  of 
the  skin,  tending  to  spread. 

Erythe'ma  (er-e-the'-ma). 
Non-contagious  circumscribed 
inflammation  of  the  skin.  If 
acute,  often  followed  by 
rheumatic  fever. 

Er'ythroid  (er'-ith-roid).  Red¬ 
dish  :  applied  to  the  red  cover¬ 
ing  of  the  spermatic  cord  and 
testes. 

Erythrop'sla  (er-ith-rop'si-a). 
A  defect  ofsight  causing  every¬ 
thing  to  appear  red. 

Es'char  (es'-kar).  A  dry  heal¬ 
ing  scab  on  a  wound  ;  generally 
the  result  of  the  use  of  caustic. 
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Also  the  mortified  part  in  dry 
gangrene. 

Es'erine.or  Phys'ostig'mine. 
A  drug  extracted  from  Calabar 
bean.  It  contracts  the  pupils. 

Es'march’s  Method.  A  blood¬ 
less  method  for  operations. 
An  india-rubber  bandage  is 
tightly  applied  to  the  limb, 
beginning  at  the  extremity, 
and  when  it  has  reached 
above  the  point  of  operation, 
a  stout  tube  is  wound  round 
the  limb  and  fastened. 

Esse  n't  i  ae  (es-en'-shi-ee). 
Essences  ;  strong  solutions  of 
one  part  volatile  oil  in  five 
of  rectified  spirits.  Usually 
given  in  a  few  drops  on  sugar. 

E'ther(e'-ther).  A  volatile  liquid 
much  used  as  an  anaesthetic. 
It  must  never  be  used  near  an 
uncovered  light,  as  it  is  liable 
to  explode.  Those  suffering 
from  an  overdose  of  ether  are 
treated  in  the  same  way  as 
cases  of  alcoholic  poisoning. 
Spirits  of  nitrous  ether  are 
diuretic  and  carminative. 

Eth'moid  (eth'-moid).  A  bone 
of  the  nose  through  which 
the  olfactory  nerves  pass. 

Eth'yl  Chloride.  Anaesthetic, 
used  in  dental  and  other 
minor  operations.  Also  used 
locally  to  freeze  the  tissues 
and  so  render  them  insensitive. 

E'thylene.  Olefiant  gas.  The 
bichloride  was  formerly  used 
as  a  general  and  local  anaes¬ 
thetic;  the  bromide  is  narcotic 
and  poisonous — nurses  are  par¬ 
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ticularly  warned  against  con¬ 
founding  it  with  ethyl  bro¬ 
mide.  Ethylene  gas  iiself  has 
recently  come  into  use  in 
U.S.A.  as  an  anassthetic. 

Etidl'ogy  (et-e-ol'o-je).  The 
science  of  the  causation  of 
disease. 

Eucaine  (u-cane).  A  local 
anaesthetic. 

Eucalyp'tus  (u-ka-lip'-tus). 
An  antiseptic  much  used  in 
catarrhal  affections  ;  it  is 
used  as  an  inhalation  in 
phthisis.  It  is  a  colourless, 
oily  liquid,  with  a  pungent 
resinous  smell. 

Euge'nics  (u-je'n-iks).  The 
study  and  cultivation  of  condi¬ 
tions  that  will  improve  the 
human  race. 

Eu'genol.  The  principal 
constituent  of  oil  of  cloves. 

Eu'nuch  (u'nuk).  A  castrated 
male. 

EuCn'ymus  (u-on'-e-mus).  A 
drug  used  as  a  mild  purga¬ 
tive. 

Eupep'sia(u-pep'se-a).  Healthy 
digestion. 

Eusol.  An  antiseptic  whose 
solution  contains  chlorine. 

Eusta'chian  Tube  (u-sta'-kl- 
an).  The  canal  from  the 
throat  to  the  ear.  See  Ear. 

Eusta'chian  Valve.  A  fold 
in  the  membrane  of  the  right 
auricle  of  the  heart. 

Euthana'sia  (u-tha-na'si-a). 
A  painless  death  procured  by 
the  use  of  drugs. 
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Euto'cia.  Easy  labour  (ob¬ 
stetric). 

Evacua'tion  (e-vak-u-a'shun). 
Discharge  of  excrement  from 
the  body.  See  Motions. 

Evap'oratlng:  Lo'tions.  Used 
to  procure  local  coldness. 
Lead  lotion,  or  eau-de-cologne 
and  water  are  most  common. 

Eventra'tion.  Protrusion  of 
the  intestines. 

Ever'sion  (e-ver'-shun).  Fold¬ 
ing  outwards. 

Eviscera'tion  (e'-vis-ser-a'- 
shun).  Removal  of  the  abdom¬ 
inal  contents. 

Evolu'tion  (e-vol-u'-shun). 
Spontaneous  evolution  means 
the  delivery  without  obstetric 
assistance  of  a  fcetus  in  the 
transverse  lie;  it  is  as  a  rule 
only  possible  in  the  case  of  a 
premature  or  dead  fcetus. 

ExScerba'tion  (egzas-er-ba'- 
shun).  An  increase  in  the 
severity  of  symptoms  ;  a  par¬ 
oxysm  of  disease. 

Exanthem'ata.  Diseases  ac¬ 
companied  by  specific  rashes. 

Exarteri'tis  (eks-ar-te-ri'tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  external 
coat  of  an  artery. 

Excip'ient.  The  substance 
used  as  a  medium  for  giving  a  ' 
medicament. 

Excision  (ek-siz'-zhun).  A  cut¬ 
ting  out.  Thus  the  removal 
of  any  internal  organ  is  called 
an  excision. 

ExcSria'tion  teks-KO-re-a'- 
shun).  Abrasion  of  the  skin. 

Excres'cence  eks-kres'-sens). 
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An  unnatural  protruding 
growth. 

Excre'ta.  The  urine  and  faeces. 

Exfoeta'tion  (eks-fe-ta'-shun). 
Fcetation  in  some  organ  ex¬ 
terior  to  the  uterus.  See 
Ectopic  Gestation. 

Exfolia'tion  (eks-fo-le-a'shun). 
Scaling  off  a  dead  bone  or 
tissue  in  thin  flakes. 

Exhib'it  (eg-zib'it).  To  ad¬ 
minister. 

Bxhuma'tion.  The  removal 
of  a  dead  body  from  the  ground 
after  it  has  been  buried. 

Exbd'ic  (eks-od'-ik).  Nerves 
which  carry  the  sensations 
from  the  centre  outwards. 

Exophthal'mos  (eks-of-thaP- 
mos).  Protrusion  of  the  eye¬ 
ball.  See  also  Goitre. 

Exosto'sis  (eks-os-to'-sis).  A 
bony  tumour  growing  from 
bone. 

Expec'tant  (eks- pek' -  tant). 
Treatment  which  removes 
obstacles  and  then  watches 
the  course  of  events  without 
using  medicinal  remedies. 

Expectora'tion  (eks-pek-to- 
ra'-shon).  Secretions  from 
chest,  coughed  up.  The  nurse 
must  note  the  quantity  and 
I  character  of  the  expectora¬ 
tion.  In  pneumonia  it  is  vis¬ 
cid,  tenacious,  sticks  to  the 
sides  of  the  expectoration 
cup,  and  is  of  rusty  appear¬ 
ance  ;  in  bronchitis  it  is  frothy, 
abundant,  and  often  streaked 
with  black,  and  of  a  greenish- 
yellow  colour,  from  the  pres- 
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ence  of  pus ;  in  consumption 
the  expectoration  varies  from 
a  small  quantity  of  frothy  fluid 
to  abundant  greenish-yellow 
offensive  phlegm  or  sputum 
often  streaked  with  blood. 

Express'ion  (eks-pres'-shun).  i 
Applied  technically  to  the 
method  of  delivery  of  the 
placenta  by. pressure  applied 
to  the  uterus  through  the 
abdominal  walls;  and  also 
to  the  management  of  the 
escape  of  the  foetal  head  over 
the  perineum,  by  squeezing 
the  latter  backwards  between 
the  pains- 

Exten'sion.  i.  A  certain  pull 
or  weight  applied  to  a  fractured 
or  dislocated  limb  to  keep  it 
straight.  A  long  piece  of 
strapping  about  two  inches 
wide,  with  a  stirrup,  consisting 


Extension  Apparatus. 


of  a  square  piece  of  wood  the 
same  width  as  that  of  the  foot 
at  the  ankle,  and  with  a  hole 
in  the  middle  is  required ; 
also  some  short  narrower 
pieces  of  strapping.  To  ap¬ 
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ply  it,  the  stirrup  should  be 
about  four  inches  below  the 
foot,  and  the  strapping  at¬ 
tached  to  it  should  be  carried 
up  the  inside  and  outside  of 
the  leg  well  above  the  knee, 
the  short  pieces  of  strapping 
are  put  round  the  leg  from  the 
ankle  to  below  the  knee :  they 
should  overlap  each  other.  A 
knotted  piece  of  cord  is  passed 
through  the  hole  in  the  wood 
over  a  pulley  at  the  foot  of 
the  bed.  On  the  cord  is 
hung  a  cream  can  containing 
shot  according  to  the  weight 
ordered.  Usually  from  2  to 

4  lb.  for  a  child,  and  from 

5  to  10  lb.  for  an  adult — 
beginning  with  the  lesser 
weight  and  gradually  increas¬ 
ing  it.  The  foot  of  the  bed 
should  be  slightly  raised. 
The  patient  must  be  kept 
quite  quiet.  2.  Applied  tech¬ 
nically  to  any  movement  of  a 
joint  tending  to  bring  the 
parts  concerned  more  nearly 
into  the  general  line  of  the 
body.  The  foetal  head,  which 
during  normal  labour  is  flexed 
(that  is,  bent  down  with  the 
chin  towards  the  chest),  be¬ 
comes  extended  again  at  the 
close  of  the  second  stage  of 
labour. 

Exten'sor  (eks-ten'sor).  A 
muscle  which  extends  a  part. 

Externa!  Conjugate.  See 

Conjugate. 

External  Os.  See  Os  Exter¬ 
num. 
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External  Version.  A  method 
of  changing  the  lie  of  the  foetus 
by  manipulation  of  the  uterus 
through  the  abdominal  walls. 

Ex'tirpate.  To  remove  com¬ 
pletely. 

Extra-u'terine  Gestation. 

Pregnancy  outside  the  uterus. 
See  Ectopic  Gestation. 

Extravasa'tion  (eks-trav-a-sa'- 
shun).  Escape  of  fluid  from 
its  proper  channel  into  sur¬ 
rounding  tissue. 

Extrover'sion  (eks-tro-ver'- 
shun).  Turning  inside  out: 
the  uterus  is  sometimes  thus 
extroverted  after  labour. 

Extroversion  of  the  Bladder. 
See  Ectopion  Vesic/E. 

Exuda'tion  (eks-u-da'-shun). 
Oozing;  slow  escape  of  liquid. 

Exu'vlae  (eks-u'-ve-e).  Cast-off 
parts,  such  as  the  slough  of  a 
wound. 

Eye.  The  organ  of  vision. 

Eye-strain.  The  symptoms 
caused  by  neglect  to  wear 
glasses,  when  it  is  necessary 
that  they  should  be  worn  to 
remedy  errors  of  refraction. 
Headache  is  the  commonest 
symptom,  but  there  are  very 
many  others. 

Eye-teeth.  The  canine  teeth 
of  upper  jaw.  Teeth. 


F. 


Face  Presentation.  The  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  foetus  face  first 
into  the  pelvis  during  labour. 

I 

i 

1 

i 


Section  of  the  Eyeball. 


1.  The  Lens. 

2.  Anterior 
chamber 
containing 
aqueous 
humour. 

3.  Cornea. 

4.  Iris. 

5.  Corneo¬ 
scleral  junc¬ 
tion. 

6.  Ciliary 
muscle. 

7.  Posterior 
chamber. 


8.  Zonule  of 
Zinn,  which 
supports  the 
lens. 

9.  Retina. 

10.  Vitreous 
humour. 

11.  Optic 
nerve. 

12.  Sclerotic. 

13.  Conjunc¬ 
tiva. 

14.  Choroid. 

15.  Retina. 


This  occurs  in  about  0*6  per 
cent,  of  cases,  and  is  nearly 
alwavs  due  to  some  degree  of 
pelvic  contraction.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  such  cases  are  de¬ 
livered  naturally,  but  the 
prognosis  is  not  so  good  as 
with  the  usual  vertex  presen- 
tentation.  If  the  chin  is  behind, 
i.e.,  towards  the  sacrum,  natu¬ 
ral  delivery  is  impossible 
until  it  rotates  forward  ;  if  this 
does  not  occur,  and  cannot  be 
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brought  about,  perforation  is 
as  a  rule  necessary. 

Fac'et(fas'-et).  A  small  smooth, 
flattened  surface  of  bone. 

Fa'cial  (fa'-she-al).  Relating  to 
the  face. 

Fae'cal  (fe'-kal).  Relating  to 
the  faces. 

Pse'ces  (fe'-ses).  The  refuse 
material  expelled  from  the 
bowels  through  the  anus. 

Pahr'enheit.  The  scale  of 
most  thermometers  used  in 
England :  the  freezing  point 
is  32  degs.,  the  normal  heat 
of  the  human  body  98  4  degs., 
the  boiling  point  212  degs. 

Faint  (faynt).  A  short  swoon. 
Lay  the  patient  flat,  and  let 
him  have  plenty  of  fresh  air. 
Consciousness  will  soon  re¬ 
turn.  Patients  are  very  liable 
to  faint  the  first  time  they  are 
allowed  up  after  a  long  illness, 
unless  the  nurse  is  careful  to 
strictly  limit  the  exertion 
allowed. 

Fal'ciform  (faP  -  se  -  form). 
Sickle-shaped.  Applied  to 
certain  ligaments  and  other 
structures. 

Pallo'pian  Tubes  (fal-lo'-pe-an 
tubes).  Two  trumpet-like 
canals,  about  3  inches  long, 
passing  from  the  ovaries  to  the 
uterus.  See  Uterus  and 
Salpingitis. 

False  Pains.  Pains  felt  by  a 
pregnant  woman,  or  one  who 
believes  herself  pregnant,  not 
due  to  the  onset  of  labour. 

False  Pelvis.  The  space  en¬ 
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closed  by  the  expanded  upper 
portion  of  the  pelvic  bones 
above  the  margin  of  the  true 
pelvis.  See  also  Pelvis. 

Fami'lial.  Affecting  several 
members  of  one  family. 

Far'ad.  A  unit  of  electrical 
capacity. 

Far'adism  (far'-a-dizm).  The 
interrupted,  as  opposed  to  the 
constant,  electric  current. 

Farcino'ma.  Glanders :  com¬ 
monly  called  farcy. 

Parina'ceous  (far-e-na'shius). 
Containing  flour  or  grain. 
Farinaceous  diet  consists  of 
milk  puddings,  gruel,  bread, 
and  no  meat. 

Fas'eia  (fash'-e-a).  A  mem¬ 
branous  structure  separating 
one  compartment  of  the  body 
from  another,  or  one  muscle 
from  another. 

Fas'cicle  (fas'e-kl).  A  little 
bundle  of  fibres. 

Fat.  One  of  the  necessary 
constituents  of  human  diet. 
Mother’s  milk  contains  about 
4  per  cent,  of  fat  in  finely 
divided  globules.  It  is  these 
emulsified  fat  globules  which 
render  milk  opaque.  Cow’s 
milk  contains  about  3  6  per 
cent,  of  fat.  Cream  contains 
up  to  20  per  cent. 

Fat'ty  Degenera'tion  (fat'-te 
de-jen-er-a'shun).  When  the 
muscular  fibres  degenerate 
into  fat,  and  so  become  incap¬ 
able  of  work.  A  term  used 
!  especially  of  the  muscles  of 
I  the  heart. 


Fau 
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Fau'ces  (faw'ses).  The  short  j 
passage  between  the  back  of  ■ 
the  mouth  and  the  pharynx. 

Favose'  (favose').  Like  a 
honey-comb. 

Fa'vus.  A  contagious  cutane¬ 
ous  disease,  most  common  on 
the  scalp.  It  is  marked  by  a 
favose  scab.  The  nurse  must 
be  careful  about  disinfection. 

Febric'ula  (fe-brik'u-la).  Slight 
rise  of  temperature. 

Feb'rifutfe.  An  agent  for  al¬ 
laying  fever. 

Fe’brile  (fe'bril).  Relating  to 
fever. 

Fecunda'tion{fe-kun-da'-shun). 
Impregnation.  Fertilization. 

Fecun'dity  (fe  -  kun'-de  -  te). 
Power  of  producing  young. 

Feh'Ungr’s  Solu'tion.  Sul¬ 
phate  of  copper  and  potassium 
hydrate  are  the  chief  ingre¬ 
dients  ;  the  solution  is  used  as 
a  test  for  sugar.  See  Dia¬ 
betes. 

Fel  Bovi'num.  Ox-bile. 

Fellow’s  Syrup.  A  tonic 
containing  iron,  quinine, 
and  strychnine.  Should  be 
given  after  food. 

Fel'on.  A  whitlow.  Paronychia. 

Fgm'oral  Ar'tery  (fem'o-ral 
ar'te-re).  The  artery  of  the 
thigh,  from  the  groin  to  the 
knee. 

Fgmoral  Vein,  Thrombosis 

of.  See  Phlegmasis  Alba 
Dolens. 

Fe'mur.  The  thigh  bone. 

Fenes'tra.  A  window,  applied 
to  certain  apertures. 


1.  Head. 

2.  Neck. 

3.  Small  tro¬ 
chanter. 

4.  Great  tro¬ 
chanter. 

5.  The  Shaft. 

6.  Inner  Tuber¬ 
osity. 

7.  Internal 
Condyle. 

8.  Intercondy¬ 
lar  notch. 

9.  Epiphysial 
line. 

10.  Outer  Tu¬ 
berosity. 

11.  External 
Condyle. 

Femur  (posterior  view). 

I  Fer'ment.  A  substance  pro¬ 
duced  by  living  cells  and  cap- 
1  able  of  setting  up  chemical 
i  changes  in  another  substance 
j  without  itself  becoming 
changed.  The  ferments  that 
j  aid  in  the  digestion  of  food 
I  are  examples. 

;  Fer'rum.  Iron  or  steel.  When 
1  given  as  a  tonic  give  after 
i  food. 

:  Fes'ter.  Inflammation,  with 
i  collection  of  pus. 
i  Fet'id.  Offensive  smelling. 
Fe'ver.  Disease  marked  by 
increased  heat  of  the  body, 
quick  pulse,  lassitude,  and 
often  delirium.  The  nursing 
treatment  of  every  fever  is 
!  rest,  freedom  from  chills,  and 

i  light  nourishing  diet. 
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Fi'bre  (fi'-ber).  Thread-like  i 
structure. 

Fibrilla'tion.  An  irregular  i 
quivering  or  tremor  of  some  of  ; 
the  fibres  of  a  muscle  or  of  the 
whole  muscle  and  especially  j 
the  muscle  of  the  auricle  of  i 

tlip  Vipart  ^ 

Fi'brin  (fi'brin).  The  solid 
substance  of  blood  clot.  ^ 

Fibrin'ogen.  An  albuminous  : 
substance  held  in  solution  in 
the  blood.  When  blood  under-  i 
goes  clotting  the  soluble  j 
fibrinogen  becomes  converted 
by  the  action  of  fibrin  ferment 
(thrombin)  into  insoluble  blood  | 
clot  or  fibrin.  ! 

Pi'broadeno'ma.  A  tumour  j 
composed  of  mixed  fibrous  and  j 
glandular  elements.  j 

Fibroid.  A  tumour  composed  ‘ 
of  fibrous  tissue.  See  also  j 
Fibromyoma.  ‘ 

Fibro'ma.  Same  as  fibroid.  | 

Fi'bromyo'ma,  A  tumour  com-  j 
posed  of  mixed  muscular  and  | 
fibrous  tissue.  Especially  j 
common  in  the  womb,  and  ! 
commonly  spoken  of  as  j 
“fibroids”. 

Fibro'sis.  Conversion  into 
fibrous  tissue.  i 

Plbrosi'tis.  Inflammation  of  I 
fibrous  tissue.  ! 

Pib'ula  (fib'u-la).  The  small  j 
bone  on  the  outer  side  of  the  j 
leg.  I 

Field  of  Vision.  The  area  | 
which  can  be  seen  without  j 
movement  of  the  eye.  ; 
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1.  Outer  Surface. 

2.  Ant.  Int.  border. 

3.  Ant.  Surface. 

4.  Ant.  Ext.  border. 


Fibula  (anterior  view). 


Fil'ament  (fil'a-ment).  Thread¬ 
like  piece  of  fibre. 

Fila'ria.  A  subcutaneous  para¬ 
sitic  worm,  the  cause  of 
filariasis.  See  Elephantiasis. 


Filaria, 


Fi'Iixmas.  Male  fern ;  a  worm- 
expelling  drug. 

Fillet.  A  noose  of  gauze  or 
other  sterilized  material  used 
for  applying  traction  to  the 
leg  or  other  part  of  the  feetus 
during  delivery. 

Flm'bria.  A  fringe,  especially 
the  fringe-like  end  of  the  Fal¬ 
lopian  tube. 


Fin 
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FInsen  Light  Treatment. 

Treatment  by  exposure  of  the 
diseased  part  to  violet  and 
ultra-violet  rays.  Sunlight  is 
concentrated  on  the  part  by  a 
special  lens  containing  a  solu¬ 
tion  of  copper  sulphate  in  am¬ 
monia.  This  lens  absorbs  the 
yellow,  red  and  ultra-red  ra>fs 
leaving  only  the  violet  and 
ultra-violet  rays. 

First  Intention.  A  surgical 
term  for  aseptic  healing  of  a 
wound  by  bringing  the  edges  . 
directly  together,  so  that  they  I 
unite  without  the  necessity  of  > 
new  granulations  to  fill  in  1 
spaces.  I 

First  Stage  (of  labour).  The  j 
act  ot  parturition  from  the  | 
first  pains  up  to  the  full  dila-  | 
tation  of  the  os  uteri.  ; 

Fissu'ra  in  A'no.  Anal  fissure.  , 
A  linear  ulcer  in  the  anus  | 
which  causes  excessive  pain  I 
during  and  immediately  after  ! 
defsecation.  i 

Fis'sure  (fish'-ure).  A  term  i 
applied  to  various  grooves  of  ] 
the  body. 

Fissured  Pelvis.  A  rare 
variety  of  deformed  pelvis. 
Fissured  Nipple. 

Ckackud  Nipple.  i 

FIs'tuIa  (fis'-tu-la).  Any  un¬ 
natural  passage  by  which  an 
internal  organ  communicates 
with  another,  or  with  the  ex¬ 
ternal  air. 

Fit.  A  sudden  convulsive  at¬ 
tack. 


Fix'ity  (of  fcEtal  head).  A  sign, 
which  can  be  made  out  by  ab¬ 
dominal  examination  alone, 
that  labour  has  begun  and  that 
the  head  has  succe-.sfully 
entered  the  birth  canal. 

Flac'cid  (flak'sid).  Wanting  in 
firmness,  flabby. 

Flap.  A  piece  of  skin  cut  to 
fold  over  the  stump  in  an 
operation  for  amputation. 

Flat  or  )  ,  .  iThecom- 

Flattened  r  **  (mo nest 
variety  of  pelvic  deformity,  in 
Mpiirh  the  true  con  ueate  is 


the  only  pelvic  diameter  which 
is  materially  shortened. 

Fiat'ulence (flat'-u-lens).  Wind 
or  gas  in  the  stomach  or  in¬ 
testines  ;  sometimes  causing 
severe  pain,  but,  as  a  rule, 
merely  discomfort. 

Fla'tus.  Gas  or  air  in  the 
stomach  or  intestines. 

Flavine.  An  antiseptic  :  it  has 
a  distinctive  yellow  colour. 

Flex'ion  (flek'shun).  Bein^ 
bent;  the  opposite  of  exten¬ 


sion. 

Flex'or  (fleks'-or)._  A  muscle 
which  causes  flexion. 

Fle'xure  (fle'k-shur).  A  bend. 

A  curvature  of  an  organ. 
Floating  Ribs.  The  two 
■  lower  pair  of  ribs. 

I  Floccilla'tion  (flok-sil-la'shun). 

Picking  the  bedclothes ;  a 
I  grave  symptom  in  acute 
I  diseases.  Same  as  carphology, 
I  which  see. 

i  Flooding.  Excessive  bleed- 
I  ing  from  the  uterus  especially 
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during  parturition.  See  Post- 
Partum. 

Fluctua'tion  (fluk-tu-a'-shun). 

A  wave  like  motion  felt  on 
palpation  of  an  abscess  or  a 
cyst  containing  fluid. 

Flu'or  Al'bus.  White  dis¬ 

charge  from  the  vagina  or 
uterus.  Leucorrhcea. 

“  Whites.” 

Flux  (fluks).  A  flow  of  liquid. 

Fo'cus  (fo'kus).  Point  of  maxi¬ 
mum  intensity. 

Foetal  (fee'-tal).  Of  or  pertain¬ 
ing  to  an  unborn  child. 

Foe'tor  (fe'tur).  Strong  un¬ 

pleasant  smell. 

Foe'tus  (fe'tus).  An  unborn 

child,  especially  from  the 
fourth  month. 

Foetus  Papyra'ceus  (pap-eye- 
ray'- see-us)  A  foetus  which 

has  been  retained  within  the 
mother  for  months  or  years 
after  its  death,  and  has  under¬ 
gone  a  kind  of  natural  mummi¬ 
fication. 

•  Fol'licle  (fol'le-kl).  A  minute  I 
bag  containing  some  secre¬ 
tion. 

Fdmenta'tions  (fo-men-ta'- 
shuns).  Lint  or  flannel  wrung 
out  in  some  hot  fluid  and  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  alleviation  of 
pain.  The  lint  should  be  put 
into  the  centre  of  a  towel  in 
a  basin  and  boiling  water 
poured  on  to  it ;  then  quickly 
close  the  towel  over  it,  take 
one  end  in  each  hand,  twist 
opposite  ways  till  the  lint 
is  well  wrung  out,  apply 
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as  hot  as  can  be  borne,  and 
cover  with  a  dry  flannel  band¬ 
age.  For  a  turpentine  fomen¬ 
tation,  sprinkle  half  an  ounce 
of  turpentine  on  the  soft  side 
of  the  lint  immediately  be¬ 
fore  application  ;  for  an  opium 
fomentation,  sprinkle  an  ounce 
of  laudanum  on  in  the  same 
way.  Fomentations  need  fre¬ 
quent  changing. 

Fo'mites.  Articles  of  clothing 
or  bedding  which  have  been 
in  contact  with  a  patient  ill 
with  a  contagious  disease. 

Fontanelle' (fon-ta-neh).  A  soft 
space  in  the  skull  of  an  infant 
before  the  skull  has  completely 
ossified.  The  anterior  fon- 
tanelle,or  bregma,  is  where  the 
coronal  frontal  and  sagittal 
sutures  meet.  The  posterior 
fontanelle  is  where  the  lamb- 
doid  and  sagittal  sutures  meet 

anf.  fonlanelle 


posf’.fonfanelle 

Footling  (presentation).  A 
podalic  presentation  in  which 
one  or  both  legs  become  ex¬ 
tended,  and  the  foot  presents. 


For 
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Fora'men  (fo-ra'men).  A  hole  ;  ' 
an  opening  into  the  body. 
For  instance,  that  which  j 
separates  the  left  and  right  , 
auricles  in  the  foetus,  and  is  j 
known  as  Botallo’s  foramen,  i 
For'ceps  (for'seps).  Surgical  ■ 
pincers  used  for  lifting  and  i 
moving  instead  of  using  the  j 
fingers.  Dressing  forceps  are 
shaped  like  scissors,with  blunt,  ! 
flat  points.  Dissecting  forceps  j 
are  shaped  like  sugar-tongs. 
Every  nurse  should  carry 
forceps,  and  use  them ;  they 
need  to  be  kept  clean,  and  to 
be  disinfected  always  after  use. 
Midwifery  forceps  are  of  dif¬ 
ferent  sizes  and  shapes,  and 
are  used  for  moving  the  foetus  ; 
there  are  also  torsion,  uterine, 
nasal,  and  many  other  kinds 
of  forceps. 


Forceps. 

a.  Dissecting  Forceps. 

b.  Dressing  ,, 

c.  Midwifery  „ 

Forgn'sic  Med'Icine  (fo-ren'* 
sik  med'sin).  Medicine  in  so 
far  as  it  has  to  do  with  the 
law. 


Foreskin.  The  prepuce,  or 
skin  covering  the  end  of  the 
male  penis ;  in  new-born  in¬ 
fants  it  is  one  of  the  duties  of 
the  midwife  to  make  sure  that 
this  is  sufficiently  freely  open 
for  the  performance  of  micturi¬ 
tion,  and  to  report  any  ab¬ 
normality  to  the  doctor. 

Forewaters.  The  bag  of 
membranes  and  contained 
amniotic  fluid. 

For'malin.  A  40  per  cent, 
solution  of  formic  aldehyde. 
Safe  disinfectant.  For  vaginal 
douche  a  tablespoonful  of  a 
lo  per  cent,  solution  to  i  quart 
of  warm  water.  For  fumi¬ 
gating,  tabloids  are  supplied. 

For'maniint.  A  patent  drug 
which  gives  off  formalin  when 
it  is  sucked ;  much  prescribed 
for  inflammatory  conditions  of 
the  mouth  and  tonsils. 

Formica'tion  (for-me-ka'shun). 
A  sensation  as  of  ants  creeping 
over  the  body. 

For'mula  (for'-mu-la).  A  pre¬ 
scription.  Statement  of 
constituents  which  form  a 
compound. 

For'nix  (for'-niks).  An  arch. 
Applied  to  various  anatomical 
I  structures,  but  especially  to  the 

I  roof  of  the  vagina.  PI. 

!  fornices. 

^  Fos'sa  (fos'-sa).  Little  depres- 
i  sions  of  the  body,  such  as/ossfl 
■  lacrymalis,  the  hollow  of  the 
frontal  bone,  which  holds  the 
i  lachrymal  gland. 
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Fo'tus.  A  fomentation. 

Fourchette'  (foor-shet).  A 
thin  fold  of  skin  behind  the 
vulva. 

Fo'vea.  A  small  fossa  or  cup. 

Fowler’s  Position.  Propped 
up  in  bed  nearly  upright,  with 
a  bolster  or  other  support 
under  the  thighs,  fixed  so  that 
it  cannot  slip  down  the  bed. 
Much  used  in  the  after-treat¬ 
ment  of  abdominal  opera¬ 
tions. 

FowTer’s  Solu'tion,  A  solu¬ 
tion  of  arsenite  of  potassium. 

Frac'ture  (frak'-tyoor). 
Broken  by  violence.  In  the 
case  of  fracture  of  a  bone  the 
symptoms  are — pain,  swell¬ 
ing,  deformity,  loss  of  power, 
undue  mobility,  shortening, 
crepitus.  Keep  the  limb  at 
rest  in  a  natural  position  be¬ 
tween  sand-bags.  For  set¬ 
ting  a  fracture,  an  anaesthetic 
is  usually  given — splints  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  part,  bandages, 
pins,  cotton-wool,  extension. 

Fragii'itas  Ossium.  Abnor¬ 
mal  brittleness  of  the  bones. 

Frae'num.  A  small  membran¬ 
ous  fold  attached  to  certain 
organs,  and  acting  as  a  check. 

Framboe'sia.  A  contagious 
tropical  disease  commonly 
called  yaws.  It  is  chronic  in 
nature. 

Frem'itu.s.  A  vibration  per¬ 
ceived  by  ausculation  or  pal¬ 
pation. 

Freud  (Froid).  See  Psycho¬ 
analysis. 


Friar’s  Balsam.  Compound 
tincture  of  benzoin. 

Fric'tion  (frik'shun).  Medical 
rubbing  or  shampooing. 
Should  always  be  done  from 
the  extremities  towards  the 
heart. 

Friedreich’s  Disease  (fre'ed- 
rykes  diz-eez).  A  form  of 
ataxic  paralysis  often  found 
running  through  several  m.em- 
bers  of  one  family,  and  often 
beginning  in  each  member  at 
about  the  same  age,  commonly 
in  childhood. 

Frigother'apy.  Treatment 
of  disease  by  cold. 

Fron'tal  (fron'tal).  Relating  to 
the  forehead. 

Fuch'sine  (fook'-seen).  A  pink 
dye  whose  chief  use  in  medi¬ 
cine  is  in  the  staining  of 
tubercle  bacilli. 

Fulgura'tion  (fuF  -  gyoor  -  a'- 
shun).  A  kind  of  burning  pro¬ 
duced  by  electric  sparks. 

Full  Term.  The  foetus  is  said 
to  be  at  full  term  when  it  is 
20-21  inches  long,  has  both 
testicles  descended  (if  a  boy), 
and  has  finger-nails  and  toe¬ 
nails  reaching  to  the  ends  of 
the  digits.  Such  a  child 
should  weigh  anything  from 
7  lb.  upwards,  and  it  will  as  a 
rule  have  been  nourished  in 
the  womb  for  not  less  than 
forty  weeks. 

Ful'Ier’s  Earth.  Chiefly  con¬ 
sists  of  silica,  alumina  and 
oxide  of  iron.  Very  absorbent. 
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Ful'vous  (ful'-vus).  Tawny 
yellow. 

F  u  m  i  g  a't  I  o  n  (few'-me-ga'- 
shun).  The  private  nurse 
has  often  to  fumigate,  or 
expose  to  disinfecting  vapours, 
a  room  in  which  an  infec¬ 
tious  case  has  been  nursed. 
When  the  room  is  vacated 
a  fire  should  be  lit  in  the 
fireplace,  and  all  papers, 
old  linen,  old  clothes  and 
other  objects  of  small  value, 
burnt  there, if  they  have  been 
contaminated.  The  chimney, 
windows,  and  other  openings 
should  then  be  shut,  and  pasted 
over;  and  in  the  middle  of 
the  room  containing  the  fur¬ 
niture  and  bedding  a  jar 
with  some  live  coals  should 
be  placed.  On  the  coals 
should  be  put  a  layer  of  sand, 
and  on  that  a  quantity  of 
sulphur  (broken  into  pieces), 
proportionate  to  the  size  of 
the  room,  i  lb.  to  i,ooo  cubic 
ft.  The  door  should  then  be 
hermetically  sealed.  Forma¬ 
lin  is  now  often  used  instead 
of  sulphur.  Full  directions 
are  given  with  the  special 
lamps  employed  for  its  use. 
The  room  after  being  closed 
during  twenty-four  hours, 
should  be  fully  aired  by  open¬ 
ing  the  windows.  The  airing 
of  room  and  washing  with  car¬ 
bolic  or  formalin  is  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  fumigating. 

Func'tion  (funk'shun).  The 
special  work  of  an  organ. 


Func'tional  Disor'der.  An 
unexplained  disorder  in  the 
working  of  an  organ. 

Fun'dament  (fun'-da-ment). 
The  anus. 

Fun'dus.  The  base  of  a 
hollow  organ.  The  part  of  an 
organ  farthest  removed  from 
the  orifice;  thus  the  fundus 
oculi  is  the  interior  of  the  eye 
behind  the  lens  and  pupil,  vis¬ 
ible  with  an  ophthalmoscope ; 
the  fundus  uteri  is  the  body 
of  the  uterus  as  opposed  to 
the  cervix  or  neck. 

Fun'gus.  (i)  A  term  denoting 
a  certain  class  of  vegetable 
I  growths  of  a  low  order  of  de¬ 
velopment,  for  example  mush¬ 
rooms  and  molds.  (2)  A  pro- 
I  trusion  of  part  or  the  whole  of 
a  diseased  organ,  e.g.  fungus 
cerebri,  fungus  testis. 

I  Funic  Souffle  (few'-nik  soofl). 

I  A  murmur  which  can  some¬ 
times  be  heard  on  listening 
with  a  stethoscope  to  the 
abdomen  of  a  pregnant  woman, 
and  is  believed  by  some  to  be 
due  to  the  blood  current  rush- 
I  ing  along  the  umbilical  cord. 

Fu'nis.  The  umbilical  cord, 
i  Funnel-shaped  Pelvis.  A 
[  rare  deformity  of  the  pelvis. 

I  Fur.  An  unnatural  coating  of 
I  the  tongue,  common  in  fevers, 
j  See  Tongue. 

1  Furunculo'sis.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  one  or  more  boils. 

Furun'culus  (few- rung' -  ku - 
I  lus).  A  boil  containing  a 
!  central  core. 
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Gad'us-Mor'rhua.  The  fish 
from  which  cod-liver  oil  is 
made. 

Gag.  An  instrument  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  mouth  open. 

Galac'tagogue  (gal-ak'-tag-og). 
An  agent  that  causes  an  in¬ 
creased  flow  of  milk. 

Galactae'mia.  State  of  the 
blood  containing  milk. 

Galac'tocele  (ga-lak'to-sele). 
A  cyst  of  the  breast  containing 
milk. 

Galactorrhoe'a  (galak-to-re'a). 
Excess  of  milk. 

Galen'icals  (gal-en'-ik-als). 
Medicines  prepared  from  vege¬ 
table  substances. 

Gall.  The  secretion  of  the 
liver ;  it  accumulates  in  the 
gall  bladder. 

Gall  Bladder.  The  membra¬ 
nous  sac  which  holds  the  bile. 
See  Bile  Ducts. 

Gall  Stone.  Calculus  in  the  gall 
bladder.  If  the  stone  passes 
into  the  duct  and  thence  to 
the  duodenum,  there  is  great 
pain  and  jaundice. 

Gal'lic  Ac'id  (gal'-likas'id).  An 
astringent  ;  used  to  control 
bleeding  and  lessen  the  night- 
sweats  of  phthisis. 

Gal'lon.  Liquid  measure  hold¬ 
ing  four  quarts. 

Gal'yanism  (gal'van-izm). 
Electricity  generated  by  means 
of  a  battery  of  cells  with 
carbon  and  zinc  plates  in  acid 
solution.  Practically  the  ap¬ 
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plication  of  continuous  cur¬ 
rents  as  distinct  from  alter¬ 
nating  currents. 

Gal  van'o-c  a  uteri  sa'tion 

(gal-van'o  -  kaw-ter-e-za'shun). 
Burning  tissue  with  a  wire 
made  hot  by  electricity.  See 
Electric  Cautery. 

Galvan'ofaradiza'tion.  A 
combination  of  continuous 
and  interrupted  currents  ap¬ 
plied  together. 

Qalvanom'eter  (gal-van-om'-e- 
ter).  An  instrument  for 
measuring  the  strength  of  a 
galvanic  current. 


Galvanometer. 


Galyl.  An  organic  preparation 
of  arsenic,  used  for  syphilis 
and  other  infective  diseases. 

Gamboge'  (gam-booj').  A  hy- 
dragogue  cathartic. 

Qam'gee  Tis'sue.  A  dressing 
of  absorbent  wool  with  a 
muslin  back,  much  used 
instead  of  lint  and  wool. 

Ganglio'ma  (gang-gleo'-ma). 
Tumour  of  a  lymphatic  gland. 

Gan'glion  (gang'-gle-on).  An 
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enlargement  of  a  nerve  form¬ 
ing  a  semi-independent  nerve 
centre.  Also  swelling  of  tbe 
sheath  of  a  tendon. 

Gan'g-rene(gang'-^een),  Death 
of  a  part.  It  begins  withicold- 
ness  and  discoloration  of  one 
of  the  extremities,  generally 
the  toes,  and  progresses  to 
mortification.  The  hardening 
of  the  arteries  and  consequent 
defective  circulation  of  a  part 
in  old  people  sometimes  brings 
on  a  form  of  dry  gangrene 
called  senile  gangrene. 

Gas  Gangrene  is  death  of  the 
tissues  due  to  infection  by  a 
micro-organism  which  also 
produces  gas. 

Qargaris'ma.  A  gargle. 

Gar'gle  (gar'-gl).  A  liquid  | 

medicine  for  washing  out  the  i 
throat. 

Gasse'rian  Gan'gllon.  A  gan¬ 
glion  formed  by  the  fifth 
cranial  nerve  and  deeply  situ¬ 
ated  in  the  skull.  It  is  some¬ 
times  operated  on  for  the  I 
relief  of  intractable  facial  i 
neuralgia.  ' 

Gastral'gia  (gas-tral'je-a).  i 
Pain  in  the  stomach.  I 

Gastrec'tomy.  Removal  of  the  j 
stomach.  , 

Qas'tric  (gas'-trik).  Relating  to 
the  stomach. 

Qas'tric  Fever.  Obsolete 

term  for  enteric  fever.  | 

Qas'tric  Juice  (gas'-trik  juse).  j 
The  digestive  fluid  of  the  ' 
stomach. 

Qastri'tis  (gas-tri'tis).  Inflam-, 


mation  of  the  stomach. 
Chronic  or  acute.  Vomit¬ 
ing  often  persistent.  Rest, 
warmth  ;  care  and  patience 
with  diet. 

Qas'trocele  (gas'-tro-sele). 
Hernia  of  the  stomach.  See 
Hernia. 

Qastrocne'mius.  One  of  the 
large  muscles  of  the  calf  of  the 
leg. 


a.  Inner  head  of  Gastrocnemius, 

b.  Outer  ,,  „  „ 


Qastrodiaph'any.  Examining 
the  interior  of  the  stomach,  its 
walls  being  rendered  trans¬ 
parent  by  the  gastrodiaphane, 
introduced  through  the  mouth 
to  the  stomach. 

Qas'tro  -  duodenos'tomy, 
Qas'tro  -  enteros'tomy, 
Qas'tro-jejunos'tomy.  The 
operation  of  making  an  arti¬ 
ficial  passage  direct  from  the 
stomach  to  the  duodenum  or 
the  jejunum. 

Qas'tro-enteri'tis  (gas'-tro- 
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en-ter-i'-tis).  Inflammation  of 
the  stomach  and  intestines. 

Qas'tro-gastros'tomy,  Gas- 
troTysis,  Gas'troplas'ty. 
Operations  for  the  cure  of 
hour-glass  contraction  of  the 
stomach. 

Gas'troiith  (gas'tro-lith).  Cal¬ 
culus  in  the  stomach. 

Gastromala'cia  (gas'tro-mal- 
a'-ki-a).  Softening  of  the 
stomach. 

Gas'troplica'tion.  The  opera¬ 
tion  of  taking  a  pleat  in  the 
stomach. 

Gas'tropto'sis.  Slipping  down 
of  the  stomach  owing  to 
stretching  of  its  attachments. 

Gaatrorrh'agia  (gas-tro-r'a-je- 
ah).  Haemorrhage  from  the 
stomach. 

Gastrostax'is  (gas-tro-stak'- 
sis).  Haemorrhage  from  the 
stomach. 

Qastros'tomy  (gas-tros'-to- 
me).  Making  an  artificial  j 
opening  into  the  stomach.  j 

Qastrot'omy.  Cutting  into  the  j 
stomach.  | 

Gaulther'ia.  Oil  of  winter-  i 
green.  Contains  salicylate 
and  is  used  to  relieve  the  pain 
of  rheumatism. 

Gauze  (gawz).  Fine  tarlatan  j 
used  as  a  surgical  dressing; 
it  is  either  sterilised  by  heat 
or  else  impregnated  with  some 
antiseptic  such  as  c.arbolic, 
cyanide,  &c. 

Gavage  (ga-vazh').  Feeding  by 
means  of  a  stomach  tube. 

Gelsem'ium  (jel-sem'-i-um).  A 
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j  nerve  -  soothing  drug  pre¬ 
scribed  in  tetanus,  mania 
and  nervous  affections.  Con- 
[  tracts  the  pupil.  Watch  for 
frontal  headache  or  double 
vision.  Poison. 

!  QemelTus  (je-mel'-Ius).  Twin, 
i  the  name  of  two  muscles  in  the 
!  thigh. 

I  General  Paralysis  (of  the  In¬ 
sane).  A  serious  progressive 
I  insanity,  caused  bv  syphilis. 

^Two  im- 

Generally  Con=>  I  portant  and 
traded  Pelvis  I  not  uncom- 

Generally  Con- -  mon  varie- 
traded  Flat  ties  of  de- 
Pelvis  I  formed  pel- 

^vis. 

Generation  (jen-er-a'- 
shun).  Reproduction.  The 
begetting  of  children. 

Genita'lia  (jen-it-a'-li-a).  The 
generative  organs. 

Gen'tian  (jen'-she-an).  A  use¬ 
ful  drug,  bitter,  acts  as  a 
stomachic  tonic. 

Gentian  Violet.  An  anti¬ 
septic. 

Qe'nu  (je'-nu).  'The  knee. 

Qenu-pedoral  Posture.  The 
knee-chest  posture — the  patient 
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resting  upon  the  knees  and  I 
chest.  I 

Qen'u  Val'guni.  Knock-knee,  i 
G.  varum,  bow-legged. 
Germ(jerm).  A  microbe,  bacil-  ; 

lus.  i 

German  Measles.  See  Ru¬ 
bella. 

Germicide.  An  agent  that  de¬ 
stroys  micro-organisms.  j 

Gesta'tion  (jes-ta'-shun).  The  | 
condition  of  carrying  young  in  i 
the  womb.  j 

Gestation  Sac.  The  fcetus 
with  its  enveloping  mem¬ 
branes,  decidua,  etc.  The 
contents  of  a  pregnant  uterus. 
Gibbos'ity  (gib-bos'e-te).  A 
protuberance.  A  humped- 
back. 

Gigan'tism.  Abnormal  over¬ 
growth  of  the  body  or  a 
limb. 

Gigli's  Saw  (jel-ye).  An  in¬ 
strument  for  performing 
pubiotomy. 


Glm'bernat’s  Lig'ament.  i 
Part  of  the  external  oblique  ' 
muscle  called  the  third  inser-  j 
tion  of  Poupart’s  ligament.  | 


Gin'ger  (jin'-jer).  Carminative 
and  stimulant. 

Gingi'val  (jin-ji'val).  Relating 
to  the  gums. 

Gingivi'tis  (jin-ji-vi'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  gums. 

Gln'glymus  (gin'-gle-mus).  A 
hinge  joint,  such  as  elbow, 
wrist  or  knee. 

Qlabel'la  (gla-bel'-la).  Tri¬ 
angular  space  between  the 
eyebrows. 

Gland.  A  specialised  portion  of 
the  body  whose  function  is  to 
produce  a  secretion.  Thus 
there  are  sweat  glands,  salivary 
glands,  etc.;  and  the  breast 
also  is  merely  a  large  gland. 
The  lymphatic  glands  are 
small  bodies  whicn  do  not  dis¬ 
charge  any  secretion  exter¬ 
nally;  they  are  apt  to  become 
enlarged  or  to  suppurate  when 
there  is  inflammation  in  their 
neighbourhood. 

G  1  a  n'd  e  r  8  (glan'ders).  A 
febrile  disease  with  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  nasal  cavities,  com¬ 
municable  to  man  from  the 
horse,  ass  and  mule.  Often 
fatal. 

Gians.  Bulbous  extremity  of 
the  penis  and  clitoris. 

Qlau'ber’s  Salt.  Sulphate  of 
soda,  a  purge. 

Giau'coma  (glaw'-ko-ma).  A 
disease  of  the  eye  with  harden¬ 
ing  of  the  globe  ;  acute  forms 
of  this  disease  lead  to  com¬ 
plete  loss  of  sight  in  a  few 
days  unless  proper  treatment 
is  instituted. 
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Gleet.  A  chronic  gonorrhoeal 
discharge;  a  white  or  yellow 
purulent  discharge  from  the 
urethra  or  vagina.  Such  a 
gleet  may  set  up  the  most 
acute  inflammation  of  the 
baby’s  eyes,  unless  routine 
measures  of  prevention  are 
adopted.  Sec  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 

Qlenard’s  Disease.  A  general 
slackening  of  the  supporting 
ligaments  in  the  abdomen, 
leading  to  slipping  down  of  the 
viscera:  e.g.,  stomach,  kidney, 
and  intestines. 

Qle'noid  (gle'noyd).  A  cavity, 
a  term  applied  to  the  socket  of 
the  shoulder-joint  and  hip- 
joint. 

Qlio'ma.  A  sarcoma  growing 
in  the  brain  or  spinal  cord  and 
composed  of  structure  resembl¬ 
ing  neuroglia. 

GlSb'ule  (glob'ule).  A  very 
little  pill. 

Qlob'ulin  (glob'u-lin).  An  al¬ 
buminous  constituent  of  the 
blood. 

Qlo'bus  Hyster'icus.  Hys¬ 
terical  choking  feeling,  as  if 
of  a  ball  in  the  throat. 

Qlome'rulus.  A  coil  of  minute 
blood  vessels  in  the  kidney, 
which  contains  hundreds  of 
these  coils. 

Glos'sal  (glos'-sal).  Relating  to 
the  tongue. 

Qlossi'tis  (glos-si'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  tongue. 

Glossople'gia  (glos-so-ple'- 
je-a).  Paralysis  of  the  tongue. 
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Qlot'tis  (glot'tis).  The  opening 
into  the  windpipe. 

Qlu'cose  (glew'-coze).  Grape 
sugar.  In  its  pure  state  as  a 
powder  it  is  used  largely  as  a 
food  in  nutrient  enemata ; 
also  given  intravenously  in 
cases  of  delayed  chloroform 
poisoning. 

Q  luteal  (glew'-teal).  Pertaining 
to  the  buttock. 

Glute'al  Bandage.  Triangular 
bandage  of  the  hip. 

Glu'ten  Bread.  Bread  free 
from  starch,  given  to  diabetic 
patients.  Mix  4  ozs.  prepared 
bran  flour  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  prepared  gluten 
flour.  Add  a  teaspoonful  of 
baking  powder,  and  half  a  pint 
of  water  to  which  a  little  salt 
has  been  added.  W ork  well  to¬ 
gether,  and  bake  immediately. 

Qlute'us  (glu-te'-us).  G.  maxi- 
mus,  G.  medius,  G.  minimus 
—the  three  large  muscles  of 
the  buttock. 


a.  Gluteus  maximus ;  b.  Gluteus 
medius. 

QlJ^c'erine(glis'-er-in).  Asweet, 
colourless  liquid,  obtained 
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from  oils  and  fats.  Used  as  i 
an  emollient  ointment.  Also  j 
in  enemata  as  an  aperient,  j 
One  to  two  teaspoonfuls  are  | 
injected  from  a  special  piston  ' 
syringe. 

Qlycerophos'phates.  A  palat¬ 
able  and  nourishing  tonic. 

Gly  cosu'ria  (gly-ko-su'-re-a).  j 
Grape  sugar  or  glucose  in  the  i 
urine,  a  symptom  in  diabetes,  i 
Sometimes  a  transitory  state  i 
only. 

QnSth'ic.  Relating  to  the  jaw  | 
or  cheek. 

Go 'a  Powder.  A  powdered 
wood  {Andira  araroba)  from 
which  chrysarobin  is  obtained. 

Goitre  (goy-ter).  Enlargement 
of  the  thyroid  gland,  a  bilobed 
organ  lying  on  each  side  of  the  j 
windpipe  in  the  lower  part  of  , 
the  front  of  the  neck.  Goitre  i 
is  especially  common  among  i 
women,  but  it  is  only  excep-  i 
tionally  that  it  gives  rise  to  ! 
inconvenience.  Exophthalmic 
goitre  is  a  form  of  goitre  in 
which  protrusion  of  the  eye¬ 
balls,  rapid  action  of  the  heart, 
muscular  tremor  and  extreme  j 
nervousness  are  prominent 
symptoms.  See  Graves'  dis¬ 
ease. 

Golden  Ointment.  The  popu¬ 
lar  name  of  Ung.  Hyd.  Ox. 
Flav.,  or  Yellow  Oxide  of  ! 
Mercury  Ointment.  Used  as  I 
an  eye-salve. 

Gompho'sis  (gom-fo'sis).  Bolt- 
joint,  as  of  the  teeth  in  their 
sockets.  1 


Gonococ'cus  (go-no-kok'-us). 
The  microbe  of  gonorrhoea. 

GOnorrhcfi'a  (gon-or-re'-a).  An 
acute  inflammation,  starting 
nearly  always  in  the  vagina  or 
urethra,  and  due  to  a  special 
microbe.  This  disease  is 
highly  contagious,  and  any  one 
having  the  care  of  such  a  case 
must  disinfect  most  carefully 
before  and  after  doing  any 
dressings ;  soiled  dressings 
should  not  be  handled  if  pos¬ 
sible,  and  should  be  burnt.  It 
is  this  disease  which  causes 
the  majority  of  cases  of  oph¬ 
thalmia  neonatorum  (which 
see),  and  it  is  important  to  re¬ 
member  that  the  virus  is 
equally  serious  in  its  effect  on 
the  eyes  of  adults  should  it 
gain  access  to  them. 

GSnorrhcE'al  Ophthal'mia. 
See  Ophthal.mia  Neona¬ 
torum. 

Gor'gret  (gor'-jet).  A  blunt 
grooved  instrument  used  in 
certain  cases  of  cystotomy. 


Gouge  (gooj).  A  grooved  in¬ 
strument  of  steel  used  to  scoop 
out  dead  bone. 

Goulard’s  Water.  A  solution 
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of  lead  containing  a  little 
alcohol. 

Qout  (gowt).  A  disease  marked 
by  attacks  of  acute  pain  and 
swelling  of  the  joints,  usually 
of  the  big  toe  or  the  thumb. 
Concretions  of  uric  acid  form 
about  the  joints  in  time. 

See.  General  Para¬ 
lysis. 

Oraaf'lan  Fol'licles.  Small 
vesicles  found  near  the  surface 
of  the  ovary  and  each  contain¬ 
ing  an  ovum.  See  Ovary. 

Graft'ing(graft'-ing).  Snipping 
minute  portions  of  skin  from 
a  healthy  part  and  planting 
them  on  some  sore  or  wound 
where  there  is  no  skin,  that 
they  may  grow  there  and 
help  the  wound  to  heal  over. 
The  usual  method  now  in  use 
is  known  as  that  of  Thiersch. 
Bone  grafting  is  an  operation 
to  replace  a  destroyed  bone  by 
a  graft  from  elsewhere,  usually 
from  a  rib. 

Grain  (grane).  In  apothecaries 
weight  the  20th  part  of  a 
scruple  or  p'obs  of  a  gram. 

Gram’s  Stain.  A  dye  which 
stains  some  micro-organisms 
but  not  others;  the  former 
are  called  gram-positive,  the 
latter  gram  negative. 

Gramme.  Metric  unit  of 
weight,  i5’434  grains. 

Granat'um.  Pomegranate ; 
given  as  a  worm-expeller. 

Granula'tion  (gran-u-la'-shun). 
The  process  by  which  tiny 
granules  of  flesh  form  on  the 
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face  of  a  wound  during  its 
healing.  Called  healing  by 
second  intention. 

Gran'ule  (gran'ule).  Small 
particle  or  grain. 

Granuloma  (gran-yew-lo'-ma). 
A  tumour  composed  of  granu¬ 
lation  tissue. 

Grape  Sugar.  Glucose. 

Grapb'ospasmus.  Writer's 
cramp. 

Grave'do.  Inflammation  of 
nasal  membrane. 

Grav'el  (grav'el).  A  popular 
term  for  small  concretions 
formed  in  the  kidney  or 
bladder. 

Graves’s  Disease.  Enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  thyroid  gland  with 
protrusion  of  the  eye-balls, 
breathlessness,  nervousness, 
weakness,  tremors  and  rapid 
action  of  the  heart.  See 
Goitre. 

Grav'id  (grav'id).  Pregnant. 

Greenstick  Fracture.  A  frac¬ 
ture  in  which  the  bone  is  bent 


Greenstick  Fracture, 
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and  broken  only  half  through, 
on  the  convex  side  of  the  bend, 
as  in  a  green  twig.  Only  oc¬ 
curs  in  children. 

Gregory’s  Powder.  An 
aperient  containing  rhubarb 
powder,  ginger  and  magnesia. 

Qrey  Matter.  The  grey  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  brain. 

Qrey  Oil.  A  form  of  mercury 
used  for  injections  in  syphilis. 

Qrey  Powder.  Mercury  and 
chalk ;  a  favourite  aperient  for 
children.  Official  name,  Hy- 
drargyrum  cum  creta. 

Griffith’s  Mixture.  Mist. 
Ferri  Co.  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  An  iron  mix¬ 
ture. 

QrindeTia  (grin-de'-le-a).  An 
antispasmodic ;  given  for 

asthma  and  bronchitis. 

Qrind'er’s  Asth'ma  (grine'- 
der’s  ast'ma).  Pulmonary 

complaint  caused  by  inhaling 

particles  of  dust. 

Qro'cer’s  Itch.  Eczema  of 

the  hands,  caused  by  fre¬ 
quent  contact  with  flour  and 
sugar. 

Groin.  Juncture  of  the  thigh 
and  abdomen. 

Qrove  Cell.  A  battery  cell, 
the  elements  being  zinc  and 
platinum  and  the  excitants 
nitric  acid  and  sulphuric  acid. 

Growing  Pains.  Rheumatic 
pains  in  children. 

Qru'el  (grew'-il).  Hot  drink  for 
invalids.  Take  two  ounces  of 
oatmeal  and  a  quart  of  water. 
Put  the  meal  into  a  saucepan 


and  stir  a  little  of  the  cold 
water  with  it,  till  free  from 
lumps.  Place  over  the  fire, 
gradually  add  the  rest  of  the 
water,  and  boil  slowly  for 
three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
stirring  it  constantly.  Strain, 
and  flavour  with  sugar  or  salt 
as  preferred. 

Gru'mous.  Thick,  viscid  and 
containing  small  lumps  or  clots. 

Guai'acol  (gwi'-ak-ol).  Drug 
used  in  phthisis  and  also  in 
osteoarthritis. 

Guai'acum  (gwi'ya-kum).  A 
drug  used  as  an  alterative  and 
stimulant. 

Quil'lotine  (gil'-lo-teen).  An 
instrument  for  excising  the 
tonsils. 


Gui'nea  Worm.  A  tropical 
worm  which  lodges  in  the  legs 
and  has  to  be  gradually  drawn 
out. 

Gull'et  (gul'let).  The  oesopha¬ 
gus. 

Gum'raa.  A  soft  tumour  oc¬ 
curring  in  syphilis. 

Gum.  The  margin  of  the  jaw 
in  which  the  teeth  are  formed 
and  set. 
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Gum  Res'ins.  Used  as  anti¬ 
septics. 

Gur'gling  (gur'-gling).  A  bub¬ 
bling  sound  caused  by  gas  or 
air  passing  through  a  liquid. 

'  Gus'tatory(gus'-ta-tor-e).  Per¬ 
taining  to  taste. 

Gutta.  A  drop. 

Qutta'tim.  Drop  by  drop. 
Abbreviation,  GU. 

Gynaecorogry  (guy-ne-kol'-o- 
je).  The  study  of  the  diseases 
special  to  women. 

Gyp'sum  (jip'-sum).  Plaster  of 
Paris ;  calcium  sulphate. 

Gy'rus  (guy'-rus).  A  convolu¬ 
tion,  such  as  the  convolutions 
of  the  brain. 


H. 

Habit.  Constant  and  often  in¬ 
voluntary  action  established 
by  frequent  repetition. 

Habitat.  The  natural  abode  of 
an  animal  or  plant. 

Hack'ing  (hak'ing).  Short  and 
chopping  stroke  in  massage. 


Haematem'e.sis  (he-ma-tem'e- 
sis).  Vomiting  blood  from  the 
stomach.  The  blood  is  dark, 
non-frothy,  generally  acid,  and 
is  mi.xed  with  traces  of  food. 

Haem'atin.  The  iron  contain¬ 
ing  pigment  of  haemoglobin. 

Heem'atocele  (hem'-ato-sele). 
A  tumour  containing  extrav- 
asated  blood. 

Ha2matocol'pos(he-ma-to-col'- 
pose).  Collection  of  menses 
in  the  vagina  from  imperforate 
hymen. 

Haemato'ma(he-ma-to'-ma).  A 
swelling  composed  of  blood. 
A  bruise. 

Haematomet'ra.  Accumula¬ 

tion  of  blood  in  the  uterus. 

Haematosal'pinx.  Distension 
of  the  Fallopian  tube  with 
blood. 

Haematox'ylin.  Logwood ; 

used  as  a  stain  or  dye,  and  also 
as  an  astringent  in  diarrhoea. 

Haematozo'a  (he-ma-to-zo'-a). 
Animal  blood  parasites. 

Hsematu'ria  (he-ma-tu're-a). 
Blood  in  the  urine,  which 
may  be  due  to  lesions  of  the 
kidney,  ureter,  bladder,  pros¬ 
tate,  or  urethra.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  for  the  nurse  to  remember 
that  during  menstruation 
some  blood  may  escape  into 
the  urine  and  thus  cause 
suspicion  of  true  hsematuria, 

Haemocytometer.  An  instru¬ 
ment  for  enumerating  the 
blood  corpuscles. 

Haemogld'bin  (he-mo-glo'- 
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bin).  The  colouring  matter  of  ] 
red  blood  corpuscles.  1 

HaemoTysin  (hee-mol'-i-sin). 

A  substance  capable  of  dis¬ 
solving  red  blood  capsules  and 
setting  free  their  hcemoglobin.  i 
Hcemolysis,  the  process  of 
such  solution. 

H£eniophiria.  A  congenital  , 
tendency  to  haemorrhage.  , 

Haemop'tysis  (he-mop'-ie-sis).  i 
Coughing  up  blood  from  the  | 
lungs.  Frothy,  and  of  a  bright 
red  colour.  j 

Maein'orrhage  (hem'or-age).  A  | 
flow  of  blood.  Post-partuvi 
hajmorrhage  is  that  which 
occurs  after  the  expulsion  of 
the  fcEtus :  normally  this 
averages  some  8  to  lo  ounces,  i 
and  anything  over  20  is  re-  i 
garded  as  abnormal.  It  may 
come  on  at  once  (primary),  or 
not  for  several  days  (second¬ 
ary);  in  the  latter  case  is 
usually  due  to  retained 
secundines  and  sepsis,  hievi- 
table  or  unavoidable  ha:mor- 
rhage  is  that  due  to  placenta  ^ 
prgevia,  and  comes  on  any  time 
after  about  the  seventh  month 
of  pregnancy.  Accidental 
haemorrhage  is  the  term  ap¬ 
plied  to  bleeding  due  to  detach¬ 
ment  of  a  normally  situated 
placenta.  1 1  may  be  concealed 
(or  internal) ;  or  it  may  be 
external. 

Haem'orrhoids.  Piles,  dilated 
veins  about  the  anus.  Usually 
aggravated  by  constipation  or  | 
pregnancy.  ' 


Haemos'tasis  (he-mos'-ta-sis, 
or  he-mos'-ta-sis).  The  arrest 
of  haemorrhage. 

Haemostat'ic.  An  agent  to 
arrest  a  flow  of  blood. 

Haemotho'rax  (he-mo-tho'-  . 
raks).  Escape  of  blood  into 
the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

Hair  Fol'licle  (hare  fol'-le-kl)- 
Little  pit  in  the  skin  in 
which  the  root  of  the  hair  is 
fixed. 


Section  of  Skin  showing  Hair 
Follicle. 

a.  Sweat  Glands,  b.  Hair  em¬ 
bedded  in  Hair  Follicle. 

I.  Epidermis.  2.  Cutis  vera. 

3.  Fatty  tissue. 

Hallucina'tions  (hal-lew-se- 
na'shuns).  Ideas,  sensations, 
or  perceptions  arising  in  the 
mind,  but  for  which  there  is  no 
ground.  Thus  to  see  a  croco¬ 
dile  running  up  the  wall  is  a 
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hallucination  if  there  is  in 
reality  nothing  there. 

Hallux.  The  great  toe. 

Hallux  Valgus.  Displacement 
of  the  great  toe  outwards  to¬ 
wards  the  other  toes. 


Ham.  The  popliteal  region,  i.e. 
the  region  behind  the  knee. 

HamameTis.  Witch-hazel,  | 
prescribed  for  piles,  diarrhoea, 
and  bleeding  from  various 
parts. 

Hammer  Toe.  A  deformity  of 
a  toe  in  which  there  is  per¬ 
manent  dorsal  flexion  of  the 
first  phalanx  and  plantar  flexion 
of  the  second  and  third  pha¬ 
langes. 

Hamstrings.  The  tendons 
traversing  the  popliteal  region. 

Hard  Chancre  (shan'-ker). 
True  primary  syphilitic  sore. 

Hare  Lip.  A  congenital  slit  in  i 
the  upper  lip.  The  child  is  j 
usually  operated  on  very  1 


young,  and  the  slit  strapped 
up  by  specially  cut  strapping. 
It  is  most  necessary  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  child  crying,  and  to 


a.  Hare  Lip. 

b.  Double  Hare  Lip. 


feed  it  with  great  care,  or  the 
slit  may  open  again.  Hare 
lip  is  frequently  associated 
with  “  cleft  palate  ”  {which 
see). 

Hare’s  Specific.  Patent  alle¬ 
viator  of  asthma.  Should  be 
used  only  under  rnedical 
direction.  Same  applies  to 
Himrod’s  cure  and  others. 

Harts'horn  (harts'-horn). 
Liquor  Ammonias.  Poison. 

Haus'tus.  A  draught  of 
medicine. 

Havers'ian  Canals.  The 
minute  canals  which  permeate 
bone.  See  Bone. 

Hay  Fever.  Coryza,  due  to 
irritation  of  the  conjunctiva 
and  nasal  mucous  membrane 
by  pollen. 

Ha'zeline  (ha'zl-een).  A  pre¬ 
paration  of  hamamelis  {which 
see). 

Head.  For  diameters  of  the 
fcEtal  head,  see  Diameters 
OF  Skull. 
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Heart  (hart).  The  muscular  ; 
body  which  pumps  the  blood  j 
through  the  system.  The 
heart  is  situated  behind  the  j 
breast-bone,  rather  to  the  j 
left;  the  apex  of  the  heart  j 
being  under  the  left  breast.  ! 
If  the  ear  or  a  stethoscope  | 
be  placed  over  a  healthy  j 
heart,  a  dull  thudding  sound  | 
is  heard  immediately  followed  | 
by  a  short,  sharper,  crisper  ' 
sound ;  a  short  pause  follows,  , 
and  then  the  two  sounds  occur 
again.  Each  pair  of  sounds 
corresponds  to  one  beat  of  ' 
the  heart.  See  Diastole  a«ri  ; 
Systole.  i 

Heart  Block.  A  form  of  heart 
disease,  usually  serious,  in  i 
which  there  is  degeneration  [ 
of  the  auriculo- ventricular  I 
bundle. 

Heartburn.  See  Pyrosis.  | 

Heatstroke.  A  form  of  coma,  i 
arising  through  exposure  to 
great  heat. 

Hebephren'ia.  Mental  disturb¬ 
ance  at  the  period  of  puberty. 

Hec'tic  (hek'-tik).  The  sudden 
feverish  flushes  of  consump¬ 
tion  and  other  protracted  wast-  I 
ing  diseases. 

He  donism.  Excessive  devo-  | 
tion  to  pleasure. 

Hegar’s  Dila'tors  (Hay-garz). 

A  series  of  graduated  metal  | 
bougies  for  dilating  the  cervix  . 
and  uterus. 

Hegar’s  Sign  (Hay'-garz).  A 
sign  of  early  pregnancy  in 
which  the  body  of  the  uterus  1 


and  the  cervix  seem  to  have 
but  slight  connection,  owing  to 
softei  ing  of  the  junction  be¬ 
tween  them.  Movement  im¬ 
parted  to  the  uterus  does  not 
move  the  cervix  in  the  usual 
way,  and  vice  versa. 

Heiiothe'rapy.  Exposure  to 
the  sun's  rays  as  a  means  of 
treating  disease. 

HeTix  (he'-liks).  The  outer 
margin  of  the  ear.  See  Ear. 

Hel'igbore  (hel'-le-bor).  A 
poisonous  drug,  used  as  a  de¬ 
pressant.  Antidote  for  over¬ 
dose  :  stimulants. 

Hel'ler’sTest.  Half  fill  a  test- 
tube  with  urine,  add  pure 
nitric  acid  ;  if  an  opaque  film 
shows  between  the  urine  and 
acid,  albumin  is  present. 

Helminth'agogue.  Medicine 
to  expel  worms. 

Helminthiasis.  Infestation 
with  worms. 

Helminthology.  The  study 
of  worms. 

Hemgralo'pia  (he-me-ra-lo'- 
pe-a).  Partial  blindness,  pa¬ 
tient  can  only  see  in  broad 
daylight. 

Hemiano'pia.  Loss  of  sight  in 
half  of  the  visual  field. 

Hemiatrophy  (hem-e-at'-ro- 
fe).  Atrophy  of  one  side  of 
the  body  only. 

Hemicra'nia  (hem-e-kra'-ne-a). 
Headache  on  one  side  of  the 
head  only.  Migraine. 

Hemiple'gla  (hem-e-ple'je-a). 
Paralysis  of  one  side  of  the 
body. 
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Hemispheres  (hem'-e-sferes). 
The  two  sides  of  the  brain. 
See  Brain. 

Hemlock.  See  Conium. 

Hen'bane.  See  Hyoscyamus. 

Hen'och’s  Pur'pura.  Purpura 
accompanied  by  pain  in  the 
abdomen. 

Hepar.  The  liver. 

Hepatal'gia  (hep-at-al'-je-a). 
Pain  in  the  liver. 

Hepatic  (he-pat'-ik).  Relating 
to  the  liver. 

Hepatic  Flex'ure.  The  right 
bend  of  the  colon,  under  the 
liver. 

Hepati'tis  (hep-a-ti'tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  liver. 

Hepat'ocele  (hepat'-o-seel). 
Hernia  of  the  liver. 

Hereditary  (he-red'-e-ta-re). 
Transmitted  from  one’s  an¬ 
cestors. 

Hermaph'rodite  (her-maf'-ro- 
dite).  One  in  whom  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  determine  whether  the 
generative  organs  are  male  or 
female. 

Hermetic.  Protected  from  the 
air.  Air-tight. 

Her'nia  (her'-ne-a).  Commonly 
called  rupture :  protrusion  of 
any  of  the  internal  organs 
through  the  surrounding 
tissues,  most  common  in  the 
case  of  the  bowels.  Inguinal 
hernia  is  through  the  inguinal 
canal.  Femoral  through  the 
femoral  ring.  Strangulated, 
so  tightly  constricted  that  gan¬ 
grene  results  if  operation  does 
not  relieve.  Scrotal  is  des¬ 

104 


cending  into  the  scrotum,  and 
umbilical  is  hernia  at  the 
navel.  A  rupture  not  amen¬ 
able  to  taxis  is  termed  irre¬ 
ducible.  H ernia  cerebri  is  pro¬ 
trusion  of  the  brain  through  a 
wound  in  the  skull. 


Diagram  of  Hernia. 

a.  Skin  and  superficial  fascia. 

b.  Muscular  and  aponeurotic 

layer. 

c.  Peritoneum. 

d.  Neck  of  the  sac. 

Herniot'omy  (her-ne-ot'-o-me). 
Dividing  the  constricting  band 
of  a  strangulated  hernia  and 
returning  the  protruding  part. 

Hgr5'ic(he-ro'-ik).  Severe  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  kill  or  cure  type. 

Her'oin  (her-o-in).  Diacetate 
ofmorphine.  Reduces  respira¬ 
tions  and  allays  cough, 

Her'pes  (her'-pese).  Acute  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  skin,  with 
eruption,  usually  called 
“  shingles  ”.  Local  treatment 
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consists  of  protection  from  j 
irritation,  a  dusting  powder,  j 
or  a  mild  astringent  lotion,  or 
painting  with  collodion. 

Herpes  FaciaTis.  A  localised 
eruption  of  vesicles,  generally 
at  the  junction  of  the  mucous 
and  cutaneous  surface  of  the 
lips,  common  in  pneumonia  ! 
and  in  ordinary  colds.  j 

Herpes  Z5s'ter  (“Shingles"),  i 
may  appear  anywhere  on  the  j 
body,  but  the  eruption  is  most  i 
often  seen  in  the  region  of  the 
intercostal  and  lumbar  nerves.  | 

Herpet'ic  (her-pet'-ik).  Relat-  ' 
ing  to  herpes. 

Hgteroge'neous  (het-er-o-je'n-  j 
e-us).  Differing  in  kind  or  in  ' 
nature. 

Heterog'enous.  Vaccine  made 
from  some  source  other  than  i 
the  patient’s  own  organisms  ; 
usually  from  a  stock  labora¬ 
tory  culture.  Opposite  to  att/o-  ' 
genons. 

Heterophor'ia.  Latent  squint.  ^ 
A  squint  which  develops  only  ' 
when  the  patient  is  tired  or  in 
ill-health. 

Hexamine.  Urinary  antiseptic  , 
— formerly  known  as  urotro- 
pine  (German).  | 

Hie'eup  (hik'-up).  A  sue-  ’ 
cession  of  spasmodic  contrac-  i 
tions  of  the  diaphragm.  A 
grave  symptom  when  occurr¬ 
ing  in  a  serious  case  of  illness. 

Hidro'sis  (hi-dro'sis).  Excess 
of  perspiration. 

Higginson’s  Syringe.  The 
ordinary  india-rubber  enema 


syringe  consisting  of  two 
tubes  and  a  bulb  in  the 
middle.  See  illustration,  p.  76. 

Himrod’s  Asthma  Specific. 
See  Hare’s  Specific. 

Hip.  The  upper  part  of  the 
thigh. 


Hip  Disease.  Tuberculosis  of 
the  hip-joint,  most  common 
in  children,  and  extremely 
painful. 

H  i  p  p  u  '  r  i  a  (hip-pu'-re-a). 
Excess  of  hippuric  acid  in  the 
urine. 

Hir'sute  (her'sute).  Hairy. 

Hiru'do.  Latin  term  for  a 
leech. 

HistOl'ogy  (his-tol'-o-je). 
Science  of  the  minute  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  tissuesof  the  body. 

Hob-nail  Liver.  A  liver 
whose  surface  is  rendered  ir¬ 
regular  by  cirrhosis.  A  form  of 
Cirrhosis,  which  see. 

Hodg'kin’s  Disease.  General 
enlargement  of  the  lymphatic 
glands. 

Hol'ocaine,  Local  anasthetic 
used  in  eye  cases. 
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Homat'ropine  (ho-mat'-ro- 
peen).  A  drug  derived  from 
belladonna :  it  enlarges  the 
pupil  of  the  eye.  For  local 
use  the  strength  ordered  is 
commonly  i  or  2  per  cent. 

Homoeop'athy  (ho-me-op'-a- 
the).  Medicine  worked  on 
the  system  of  like  cures  like. 
Started  by  Hahnemann. 
Homceopathic  medicines  are 
mostly  given  in  infinitesimal 
doses. 

Hookworm.  See  Ankylo- 

STOMA. 

Horde'olum.  A  sty  on  the  eye¬ 
lid. 


Hour-Glass  Contraction  of 
Uterus. 


Hor'mone  (hor'-mdn).  A  sub¬ 
stance  produced  in  one  organ, 
which  excites  functional  activ¬ 
ity  in  another  organ. 

Hour-glass  Contraction.  A 
complication  of  the  third  stage 
of  labour,  seen  especially  after 
prolonged  and  difficult  first 
and  second  stages.  The  uterus 
containing  the  placenta  is  se¬ 
parated  from  the  lower  seg¬ 
ment  by  a  ring  of  tightly  con¬ 
tracted  muscle  fibres.  Post¬ 
partum  hasmorrhage  is  not  un¬ 
commonly  the  result  of  this 
condition. 

Hour-Qlass  Stomach.  A 

stomach  divided  by  a  construc¬ 
tion  into  two  separate  cavities. 

Housemaid’s  Knee.  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  bursa  patellae, 
caused  by  constant  kneeling 
on  hard  substances. 


Humanised  Milk.  Frankland’s 
method.  Let  half  a  pint  of 
new  milk  stand  12  hours,  and 
then  skim  off  the  cream.  Put 


106 


Hum 


the  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Hyd 


a  piece  of  rennet,  one  inch  ; 
square,  into  the  milk  from 
which  the  cream  has  been  ; 
skimmed.  Put  the  vessel  in  ^ 
warm  water,  temperature  ioo°,  | 
or  near  the  fire,  until  the  milk  | 
has  curdled,  which  will  be 
from  5  to  15  minutes.  Break  , 
up  the  curd  and  let  it  stand,  | 
and  in  15  minutes  the  curd 
will  have  sunk  to  the  bottom. 
Pour  off  the  whey,  boil  it  and  | 
strain  it  through  muslin.  Take 
one-third  of  a  pint  of  it  and 
no  grains  of  milk  sugar  and 
let  it  cool.  Take  two-thirds 
of  a  pint  of  new  milk,  as  fresh 
from  the  cow  as  possible,  and 
add  to  it  the  cream  which  was 
skimmed  off  the  milk.  Add 
to  this  mixture  the  w’hey  as 
soon  as  it  is  cool. 

1.  Head.  ' 

2.  Small  Tuber-  j 
osity. 

3.  Shaft.  I 

4.  Great  Tuber-  | 

osity.  ! 

5.  Bicipital 
groove. 

6.  Coronoid 
fossa. 

7.  Radial  fossa. 

8.  Internal 
Condyle. 

9.  External 
Condyle. 

10.  Trochlea.  j 
n.  Radial  head.  ^ 

Left  Humerus,  anterior  view,  i 


Hu'merus  (hu'me-rus).  The 
bone  of  the  upper  arm. 

Hu'mour  (hu'mur).  Any  fluid 
of  the  body  other  than  blood. 
See  Vitreous  Humour. 

Hu'mulus  (hu'mu-lus).  Hops; 
tonic  and  mildly  soporific. 

Hy'aline  (hi'-a-lin).  Trans¬ 
parent  like  glass. 

Hy'aloid  Mem'brane  (hi'-a- 
loyd  mem'-brane).  The  glassy 
membrane  which  encloses  the 
vitreous  humour  of  the  eye. 

Hydat'id  (hi-dat'-id).  A  cystic 
tumour  developed  in  any 
cavity  of  the  body  by  the 
presence  of  echinococcus 
parasites.  Most  common  in 
the  liver  and  the  lung.  Surgi¬ 
cal  treatment  to  secure  the 
evacuation  of  the  hydatids  is 
usually  undertaken. 

Hydati'diform,  Hyda'tiform. 
Mole.  A  condition  of  preg¬ 
nancy  in  which  the  chorionic 
villi  undergoes  degeneration 
into  a  large  number  of  small 
cysts,  which  resemble  a  bunch 
of  grapes.  The  morbid  villi  are 
apt  to  become  malignant  and 
to  invade  the  wall  of  the  uterus. 
This  form  of  malignant  growth 
is  known  as  chorion-epithe¬ 
lioma  or  deciduoma  malig- 
num, 

Hydrae'mia  (hi-dre'-mi-a). 
Excess  of  water  in  the  blood. 

Hy'dragogue  (hi'-dra-gog).  A 
purgative  which  produces 
watery  evacuations. 

Hydram'nlos.  Excess  of  am- 
niotic  fluid. 
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Hydrar'gyria  (hi-drar'-je-re-a). 
Mercurial  poisoning. 

Hydrar'gryrum  (hi-drar'je- 
rum).  See  Mercury. 

Mydrarthro'sis  (hi-drar-thro'- 
sis).  Accumulation  of  fluid 
in  a  joint,  most  common  in 
the  knee. 

Hydras'tis.  A  drug  procured 
from  the  plant  Golden  Seal, 
and  used  as  a  stomachic  tonic, 
and  as  a  local  application  for 
sores  and  ulcers. 

Hy'drate.  A  chemical  com¬ 
pound  of  a  base  with  water. 

Hydro'a.  A  skin  disease 
causing  watery  blisters  to 
rise. 

Hydrobro'mic  Acid  (hi-dro- 
bro'mic  as-id).  Given  to 
allay  ringing  in  the  ears. 

Hy'drocele  (hi'-dro-sele). 
Watery  tumour  in  the  scro¬ 
tum. 

Hydroceph'alus  (hi-dro-kef'- 
a-lus).  Water  on  the  brain; 
a  disease  most  common  in 
children,  and  causing  the  head 
to  swell  to  an  enormous  size. 
The  victim  is  sometimes 
idiotic. 

Hydrochlo'ric  Acid  (hi-dro- 
klo'-rik  as-id).  See  Muriatic 
Acid. 

Hydrocyan'ic  Acid  (hi-dro-si- 
an'-ik  as-id).  A  local  sedative, 
allays  irritation.  Also  anti- 
spasmodic.  Poison.  See 
Prussic  Acid. 

Hydro-Elec'tric  Bath.  Elec¬ 
tricity  administered  through 
water  in  a  bath. 

io8 


Hy'drogren  (hi'-dro-jen).  A 

colourless,  inflammable  gas. 

Hy'drogen  Perox'ide.  A 

valuable  non-irritating  and 
non-poisonous  antiseptic.  It 
effervesces  in  the  presence  of 
pus. 

HydroPog'y  (hi-drol'-o-je).  The 
study  of  treating  disease  by 
baths. 

Hydro'nsa(hi-dro'-ma).  Watery 
swelling  of  a  limb. 

Hydrome'tra  (hi-drom-e'-tra). 
Accumulation  of  watery  fluid 
in  the  womb. 

Hydrongphro'sis  (hi-dro-nef- 
ro'-sis).  Distension  of  the 
kidney  with  clear  urinary 
fluid. 

Hydropath'ic  (hi-dro-path'-ik). 
Relating  to  cure  by  means  of 
water  ;  as  by  baths,  and  by  the 
absence  of  alcohol  as  a  drink. 

Hydropgricar'diutti.  Dropsy 
of  the  pericardium. 

Hydroperitone'um.  Ascites. 
Dropsy  of  the  peritoneal 
cavity. 

Hydropho'bia  (hi-dro-fo'-be-a). 
Rabies.  An  acute  infectious 
disease  contracted  from  the 
bite  of  a  rabid  dog  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  peculiar  mental 
disturbance.  The  saliva  of  a 
hydrophobia  patient  is  cap¬ 
able  of  conveying  infection, 
so  a  nurse  must  be  careful  on 
this  point. 

Hydrbp'ic  (hi-drop'-ik).  Drop¬ 
sical. 

Hydrops  (hi-drops).  Dropsy. 
A  collection  of  watery  fluid  ; 
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t.g.  hydrops  of  a  joint,  or  of  j 
the  gall  bladder.  _  j 

Hydror'rhachis  (hi-dror'-a- 
kis).  Water  in  the  spinal  j 
canal ;  spina  bifida. 

Hydrorrhce  a  Gravidarum. 
Discharge  of  clear  fluid  from 
the  pregnant  uterus.*  due  to 
disease  of  the  endometrium. 

It  has  to  be  carefully  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  rupture  of  a 
hydramnios,  with  which  con¬ 
dition  it  has  nothing  what¬ 
ever  to  do. 

Hydrosal'pinx  (hi'-dro-sal'- 
pinx).  Distension  of  the 
Fallopian  tube  by  clear  fluid. 

Hydrostat'ic  Test  (hi-dro- 
stat'-ik  test).  Putting  the 
lungs  of  an  infant  in  water ; 
if  they  float  it  is  proof  that 
the  child  was  born  alive. 

Hydrotherapeu'tics  (hi-dro- 
ther-a-pew'tiks).  The  water 
cure  from  a  scientific  stand¬ 
point. 

Mydrother'apy.  See  Hydro¬ 
therapeutics. 

Hydrotho'rax.  Fluid  in  the 
cavity  of  the  chest. 

Hydru'ria  (hi  -  dru' -  ri  -  a). 
Profuse  flow  of  watery  urine. 

Hy'giene  (hi'-je-een).  The 
science  of  the  preservation  of 
health  by  means  of  attention 
to  sanitary  surroundings  and 
habits. 

Hygro'ma  (hi -gro'-ma).  A 
watery  tumour.  #1 

Hy'men  (hi'-men).  A  fold  of  I 
membrane  at  the  entrance  to  \ 
the  vagina. 


Hy'oid  (hi'-oyd).  Shaped  like  a 
V,  the  name  of  a  bone  at  the 
root  of  the  tongue. 

Hyoscine.  One  of  the  alkaloids 
of  hyoscyamus. 

Hyoscy'amus  (hi-o-si'-a-mus). 
Henbane,  a  poisonous  anti- 
spasmodic  and  narcotic.  En¬ 
larges  the  pupil  of  the  eye. 
Antidotes,  emetic  of  sulphate 
of  zinc,  ammonia  and  stimu¬ 
lants. 

Hypse'mia  (hi-pe'-me-a).  Lack 
of  blood  in  a  part. 

Hypaesthe'sia  (h  i-p  e  s-t  h  e'- 
ze-a).  Diminished  sensation 
in  a  part. 

Hyperacidity  (hi-per-as-id'- 
it-e).  Undue  concentration  of 
acid,  as  in  the  gastric  juice  in 
some  cases  of  ulcer  of  the 
stomach  (hyperchlorhydria). 

Hyperae'mia  (hi-per-e'-me-a). 
Excess  of  blood  in  a  part. 

Hyperaesthe'sia  (hi-per-es- 
the'-ze-a).  Excess  of  sen¬ 
sitiveness  in  a  part. 

Hyperchlorhy'dria  (hi-per- 
klorhi'-dri-a).  Excess  of 
hydrochloric  acid  in  the 
gastric  juice. 

Hyperem'esis.  Excessive 
vomiting. 

Hyperhidro'sis  (hi  -  per  - 
hi-dro'-sis).  Excess  of  per¬ 
spiration. 

Hypermetro'pia  (hi-per-me- 
tro'-pe-a).  Long-sight,  a  visual 
affection.  The  opposite  of 
myopia. 

Hyperpho'ria.  Elevation  of 
one  visual  axis  above  the  other. 
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Hyperpi'esis  (hi-per-pi'-es-is). 
Abnormally  high  blood  pres¬ 
sure. 

Hyperpla'sia  (hi-per-pla'-see- 
a).  Excessive  growth  of  tissue. 

Hyperpyrex'ia.  Excess  of 
fever,  shown  by  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  105°  F.  or  higher. 
As  much  as  110°  has  been 
registered  by  the  clinical 
thermometer  in  cases  of  high 
fever.  See  Pack. 

Hypersecretion  (hi'-per-se- 
kree'-shun).  Unusually  pro¬ 
fuse  secretion. 

Hyperten'sion  (hi-per-ten'- 
shun).  Excessive  tension  of 
any  vital  fluid  ;  as  of  blood 
in  an  artery,  or  cerebrospinal 
fluid  in  the  skull. 

Hyperthy'roidism.  The  con¬ 
dition  resulting  from  absorp¬ 
tion  of  excess  of  thyroid  se¬ 
cretion. 

Hyperto'nia.  Excessive  toni¬ 
city,  as  in  a  muscle  or  an 
artery. 

H'yperton'ic.  As  applied  to 
saline  solutions,  means  those 
containing  a  higher  equivalent 
of  salts  than  normal  human 
blood  serum. 

Hypertrtcho'sis  (hi-per-trik-o'- 
sis).  Excessive  growth  of  hair, 
or  growth  of  hair  in  unusual 
places. 

Hyper'trophy  (hi-per'-tro-fe). 
Excessive  growth  of  a  part ;  it 
is  called  false  when  caused  by 
a  deposit  within  the  part  and 
not  by  the  general  growth. 

H3/phae'ma  (high-fee'-ma). 


Blood  in  the  anterior  chamber 
of  the  eye,  in  front  of  the  iris  ; 
it  collects  in  the  lowest  part 
of  this  space,  and  can  be  made 
to  alter  its  position  by  alter¬ 
ing  the  patient’s  attitude. 

Hypn8t'5c  (hip-not'-ik).  Drug 
for  csfusing  sleep. 

H  y  p'n  o  t  i  s  tn  (hip'-no-tizm). 
A  peculiar  mental  state  allied 
to  sleep  and  produced  by  sug¬ 
gestion  ;  a  form  of  mesmerism. 

Hypochlorhy'dria.  Deficiency 
of  hydrochloric  acid  in  the 
gastric  juice. 

Hypochondri'asis  (hip-o-kon- 
dri'a-sis).  Slight  melancholia. 
The  chief  symptom  is  mental 
distress  about  the  health,  and 
delusions  that  the  patient  is 
the  victim  of  many  diseases. 

Hypochondrium.  The  lateral 
regions  of  the  anterior  surface 
of  the  abdomen  immediately 
below  the  ribs.  See  Abdomen. 

Hypoder'mic  (hi-po-der'-mik). 
Under  the  skin  ;  a  term 
applied  to  injections  given 
under  the  skin  by  means 
of  a  hypodermic  syringe. 


Hypodermic  Syringe. 

Hypodermoclysis  (hi-po-der'- 
mo-kli'-sis).  Continuous  in- 
I  fusion  of  saline  fluid  under 
i  the  skin. 
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Hypog'as'tric.  Pertaining  to 
the  hypogastrium. 

Hypogas'trium  (hip-o-gas'- 
trium).  Term  applied  to  the 
region  of  the  abdomen  just  i 
below  the  umbilicus.  See  j 
Abdomen.  1 

Mypoglos'sal  (hi-po-glos'al). 
Situated  under  the  tongue. 
The  controlling  nerve  of  the 
tongue,  situated  under  it  to-  1 
wards  the  back.  [ 

Mypoph'oria.  Depression  of 
one  visual  axis  below  the  other. 

Hypophos'phite  (hi-po-fos'- 
fite).  Any  salt  of  h3T)ophos- 
phorousacid.  Hypophosphites 
of  lime  and  soda  are  given  as 
nerve  tonics. 

Mypoph'ysis  cS'rSbri.  Pituit¬ 
ary  body,  which  see. 

Hypopituitarism.  Condition 
resulting  from  insufficiency  of 
pituitary  secretion. 

Hypo'pyon  (high-po'-pe-on). 
Pus  in  the  anterior  chamber 
of  the  eye,  in  front  of  the  iris 
but  behind  the  cornea ;  its 
most  common  cause  is  a 
corneal  ulcer. 

Hypospa'dias  (hi-po-spa'-de- 
as).  Malformation  of  lower  ! 
wall  of  the  urethra,  so  that  the  1 
urethra  opens  on  the  under 
surface  of  the  penis. 

Hypos'tasis  (hi-pos'-ta-sis). 
Deposit ;  passive  congestion. 
Place  the  patient  in  a  position 
to  relieve  the  congestion  of  the 
part.  Bandage  if  necessary. 
Watch  for  signs  of  feebleness 
of  the  heart. 


Mypostyp'tic.  Mild  astrin¬ 
gent. 

Hypoth'enar  Em'inence. 
Prominence  on  the  palm 
above  the  little  finger. 

H  y  p  o  t  h  y'r  o  i  d  i  s  m.  Insuf¬ 
ficiency  of  thyroid  secretion. 

Hypoto'nia.  Deficient  tone. 

Hysteral'gla  (his-ter-al'-ge-a). 
Pain  in  the  uterus. 

Hysterectomy  (his-ter-ek'-to- 
me).  Removal  of  th“  womb, 
by  operation.  Subtotal  hy.s- 
terectomy  is  removal  of  all  the 
womb  except  the  cervix. 

Hyste'ria  (his  -  te're  -  a).  A 
nervous  disease  sometimes 
marked  by  convulsive  seizures, 
and  very  often  by  dislike  to 
food,  painful  impressions 
and  untruthfulness.  There 
is  always  lack  of  self-control. 

HystSr'Ics  (his-ter'iks).  A  term 
vulgarly  applied  to  screaming 
and  crying  fits  in  women,  who 
cannot  or  will  not  control 
their  emotions. 

Hysteri'tls  (his-ter-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  uterus. 

Hys'terocele  (his'ter-o-sele). 
Hernia  of  the  uterus. 

Hys'teropexy.  Suturing  of 
the  uterus  to  the  abdominal 
wall  to  prevent  prolapse. 

Hy s' tero scope  (his-ter'-o- 
skope).  Mirror  for  examining 
the  uterus. 

Hysterot'omy  (his-ter-ot'-o- 
me).  Caesarian  section,  open¬ 
ing  into  the  uterus. 
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I'chor  (i'-kor).  The  thin,  irritat¬ 
ing  discharge  from  ulcers  and 
other  sores. 

Ich'thyol  (ik'-the-ol).  An  anti¬ 
septic:  chiefly  used  extern¬ 
ally  in  skin  affections. 

Ichthyo'sis  (ik-the-o'sis).  Fish- 
skin  disease,  often  hereditary, 
non-contagious,  characterized 
by  dryness,  roughness  and  scali¬ 
ness  of  the  skin.  Baths  and 
shampooing  are  often  ordered 
to  remove  the  scales,  and 
oily  stimulating  liniments 
rubbed  in  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  the  skin. 

Ic'terus  (ik'-ter-us).  Jaundice: 
a  yellow  discoloration  of  the 
skin,  caused  by  absorption  of 
bile  into  the  blood. 

Icterus  Neonator'um  (ik'-ter- 
us  nee-o-nay-tor'-um).  Jaund¬ 
ice  of  the  new-born  child.  A 
slight  degree  of  jaundice  is  not 
uncommon  a  few  days  after 
birth,  and  has  no  special  signi¬ 
ficance  .  but  serious  and  fatal 
cases  also  arise  from  umbilical 
sepsis,  syphilis,  and  other 
causes. 

idea'tion.  The  formation  of 
mental  images. 

Id'iocy  (id'-e-o-se).  Extreme 
and  permanent  mental  defici¬ 
ency.  Complete  imbecility. 

Idiopath'ic  (id-e-o-path'ik).  A 
morbid  condition  arising 
from  within  the  organism,  and 
not  following  on  any  disease 
or  accident. 


Idiosyn'crasy  (id-e-o-sin'kra- 
se).  An  individual  peculiarity 
of  the  constitution,  such  as 
that  which  causes  nettle-rash 
in  some  people  if  they  eat 
any  sort  of  fish. 

Idro'sis.  See  Hidrosis. 

Ig''nis  Sanc'ti  Anto'nil.  St. 
Anthony’s  fire,  or  erysipelas. 

II'eo=cae'cal  Valve.  Valve  at 
the  junction  of  the  large  and 
small  intestines. 

lleocoli'tis.  Inflammation  of 
the  ileum  and  colon.  A  con¬ 
dition  not  uncommon  in  chil¬ 
dren. 

Il'eo-colos'tomy.  Implanta¬ 
tion  of  the  small  into  some 
part  of  the  large  intestine. 

Il'eoosig'moidos'tomy.  Im¬ 
plantation  of  the  small  intes¬ 
tine  into  the  sigmoid  flexure. 

il'eum  (il'e-um).  The  lower 
portion  of  the  small  intestine 
between  the  jejunum  and 
caecum.  See  Intestine. 

Il'eus  (il'-e-us).  Obstruction 
of  the  bowels. 

Il'iac  Crest.  The  highest  por¬ 
tion  of  the  ilium  ;  commonly 
spoken  of  as  the  hip  by  the 
public.  The  greatest  width 
irom  one  iliac  crest  to  the 
other  of  a  normal  female  adult 
pelvis  should  be  ii  to  115 
inches,  and  should  be  at  least 
an  inch  greater  than  that 
between  the  iliac  spines. 

Il'iac  Region.  The  regions  of 
the  abdomen  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  iliac  bones.  *See 
Abdomen. 
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Iliac  Spine.  The  tubercle  at  ] 
the  anterior  end  of  the  iliac  j 
crest.  See  above. 

Il'ium  {il'-e-um).  The  upper  , 
part  of  the  os  innominatum,  ‘ 
which  see.  I 

lllu'sion  (il-lu'-zhun).  A  de-  j 
ceptive  appearance.  The  mis-  | 
interpretation  of  a  sensory  I 
image.  | 

Im'age.  A  mental  picture  of  an  i 
external  object.  , 

Imbeci'lity.  A  marked  degree 
of  mental  incapacity.  ^ 

Imbibition.  The  absorption  of  i 
liquids.  | 

Imme'diate  Ausculta'tion  i 
(i  m-m  e  d  e'-y  e  t  aws-kul-ta'-  i 
shun).  Listening  to  the  sounds 
of  breathing  by  putting  the 
ear  against  the  chest  or  back, 
without  the  intervention  of 
the  stethoscope. 

Imme'diate  Percus'sion 
(im-mede'-yet  per-kush'-un).  I 
Percussion  by  putting  the 
finger  against  the  patient 
and  striking  it,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  plexi- 
meter. 

Immune  (im-mune).  Not  liable  | 
to  contract  a  disease.  Such  i 
a  state  is  known  as  immunity. 
See  Ehrlich’s  Theory. 
Impaction  (im-pak'-shun).  The 
state  of  being  jammed  or 
wedged  firmly.  In  obstetrics 
is  applied  to  a  foetus  so  far  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  pelvis  which  it  ' 
cannot  pass  through  as  to  be  i 
incapable  of  progress  or  reces-  j 
sion.  Impaction  of  twins  is 
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due  to  some  part  of  one  foetus 
preventing  the  delivery  of  the 
other.  Impaction  of  the 
shoulders,  head,  breech  or 
other  part  of  a  foetus  may  oc¬ 
cur  at  any  stage  of  labour,  es¬ 
pecially  with  deformity  of  the 
pelvis. 

Impal'pable.  Not  capable  of 
being  felt. 

imperforate.  Completely 
closed. 

Impeti'go  (im-pe-ti'go).  A 
skin  rash  of  an  acute  kind. 
It  is  contagious,  and  is 
treated  by  antiseptic  lotions 
and  ointments. 

Im'plicated  (im'-ple-ka-ted). 
Applied  to  fevers  when  two  at¬ 
tack  a  patient  at  the  same 
time. 

Im'potence  (im'-po-tens).  Ab¬ 
sence  of  power  or  desire  for 
sexual  intercourse. 

Impregna'tion.  The  act  of 
becoming  pregnant ;  the  fer¬ 
tilisation  of  an  ovum  by  a 
spermatozoon. 

Im'pulse  of  the  Heart.  Sen¬ 
sation  of  a  stroke  felt  on 
placing  the  hand  on  the  cardiac 
region,  occurring  as  the  ven¬ 
tricles  contract. 

Inani'tion  (in-a-nish'un).  Ex¬ 
haustion  from  want  of  food. 

Inartlc'ulate  (in-ar-tik'u-late). 
Without  joints.  Also  unable 
to  speak  clearly. 

In  artic'ulo  mor'tis.  At  the 
point  of  death. 

Incar'cerated.  Applied  to  a 
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hernia  which  cannot  be  re-  j 
duced. 

Incarcera'tion.  In  obstetrics 
applied  chiefly  to  the  inability 
of  an  enlarging  gravid  utei  us 
to  escape  from  the  pelvis  into 
the  abdomen.  In  gynaeco¬ 
logical  practice  the  same  _  is 
sometimes  ^een  in  connection 
with  fibroids. 

Inci'pient.  Beginning. 

Incis'ion  (in-sizh'un).  Act  of 
cutting  into  with  a  sharp 
instrument. 

Inci'sorsiin-si'-surs).  The  eight 
front  teeth  See  Teeth. 

Inclined  Planes  of  Pelvis-  An 
arrangement  of  the  internal 
surfaces  of  the  pelvic  bones  | 
which  directs  forwards  and  | 
downwards  that  part  of  the  I 
foetus  which  first  impinges  on  j 
them  during  labour. 

Incoher'ent.  Disconnected. 
Inconsequent.  ; 

Incompa'tible.  Not  capable  , 
of  association.  Especially  ap-  j 
plied  to  drugs  which  cannot  be 
compounded  in  the  same  mix¬ 
ture. 

Incom'petence.  Inefficiency.  | 
Thus  I.  of  the  heart  in  valvular 
disease. 

Incomplete'  (in-kom-plete').  I 
Applied  to  a  hernia  which,  | 
though  inguinal,  does  not  | 
bulge  through  the  abdominal  j 
ring.  Also  to  an  abortion  | 
when  the  womb  still  contains 
a  portion  of  the  gestation  | 
sac. 


Incompres'sible  (in-kom-pres'" 
se-bl).  A  full  pulse,  the  beat 
of  which  is  difficult  to  arrest 
by  pressure. 

I  n  c  o  n't  1  n  e  n  c  e  (in-kon'-te- 
nens).  Inability  to  retain  the 
evacuations  of  the  bladder  or 
the  bowels.  See  Enuresis. 

Inco-or'dination.  Inability 
to  perform  harmonious 
muscular  movements. 

Incrusta'tion  (in-krus-ta'shun). 

I  Forming  of  a  scab  on  a  wound. 

In'cuba'tion  (in-ku-ba'shun). 
i  The  period  between  the  time 
when  a  disease  is  contracted 
and  the  time  when  the 
symptoms  begin. 

In'cubator  (in'-ku-ba-tor).  A 
carefully  warmed  receptacle 
for  premature  and  delicate  in¬ 
fants. 

In'cus  (in'kus).  A  small  anvil¬ 
shaped  bone  of  the  middle  ear. 
See  Ear. 

In'dex.  (i)  The  forefinger. 
(2)  The  ratio  of  measurement 
of  any  quantity  in  comparison 
with  a  fixed  standard. 

Indian  Hemp.  Cannabis  indica 
(which  see). 

Indicanuria  (in'-de-kan-yoo'-re- 
a).  Presence  of  indican  in  the 
urine,  shown  by  a  dark  brown 
ring  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
fluids  in  Heller’s  test.  Is 
usually  a  sign  of  constipation. 

Indica'tion.  The  pointing  out 
of  a  proper  remedy. 

Indi'genous.  Native  to  a 
particular  place. 
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Indiges'tion  (in-de-jest'-yun). 
Failure  of  the  digestive 
powers  ;  dyspepsia. 

Indigo-Carmine.  A  dye, 
chiefly  used  in  medicine  to 
test  the  functional  capacity 
of  the  kidney. 

Indisposit'ion.  Any  slight 
disease. 

In'dolent  (in'do-lent).  A  term 
applied  to  a  painless  sore 
which  is  slow  to  heal. 

Induced  Current  A  secondary 
electrical  current  developed  in 
a  conductor  by  proximity  to  a 
primary  current. 

Induction  (in-duk-'shun).  In 
obstetrics,  the  artificial  pro¬ 
duction  of  labour.  In  elec¬ 
tricity,  the  production  of  cur¬ 
rents  in  a  closed  circuit  upon 
the  appearance  and  disappear¬ 
ance  of  a  magnetic  or  electric 
field  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Induction  Coil  (in-duk'-shun 
coil).  An  electrical  instrument 
for  producing  an  induced  cur¬ 
rent. 


Indura'tion  (in-du-ra'-shun). 
The  process  of  hardening; 
also,  the  state  of  being 
hardened,  as  in  the  early 
stage  of  inflammation. 

Inebri'ety  (in-e-bri'-et-e). 
Drunkenness. 

Iner'tia  (in-er'-she-a).  Slug¬ 
gishness;  applied  to  the  partu¬ 
rient  uterus  when  it  will  not 
contract.  There  are  two 
kinds,  primary  and  secondary  : 
the  former  due  to  some  intrin¬ 
sic  feebleness,  the  latter  to  ex¬ 
haustion  from  frequent  and 
forcible  contractions. 
Inevitable  Haemorrhajfe. 
Bleeding  due  to  placenta 
prgevia.  See  Hemorrhage. 

In  extre'mis.  At  the  point  of 
death. 

Infant  (in'-fant).  A  newly-born 
child  ;  a  male  should  weigh  at 
birth  7^  lb.,  a  female  7  lb. ; 
it  should  increase  5  to  7 
ounces  in  weight  weekly.  A 
full  term  infant  should  be  20 
to  21  inches  in  length. 

Infant  Feeding.  Unless  there 
is  some  valid  reason  to  the 
contrary  approved  by  a  doctor, 
all  infants  should  be  breast- 
i  fed  for  the  first  eight  or  nine 
months. 

Infan'ticide.  Murder  of  an 
infant. 

Infarct.  The  result  of  the  clog¬ 
ging  of  an  artery  by  an  em¬ 
bolus.  See  Embolism. 

Infec'tion  (in-fek'-shun).  The 
communication  of  a  disease 
i  from  one  patient  to  another 
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It  is  particularly  the  nurse’s 
duty  in  infectious  cases  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

Infe'rior  MaxilTa  (in-fe're-ur 
maksil'-la).  The  mandible. 
See  Maxilla. 

Infe'rior  Ven'a  Ca'va.  The 
chief  vein  of  the  lower  part  of 
the  trunk  of  the  body. 

Infiltra'tion  (in-fil-tra'shun). 
An  effusion  of  fluid  into  the 
connective  tissue. 

Inflamma'tion  (in-flam-ma'- 
shun).  A  diseased  state 
marked  by  heat,  redness, 
swelling  and  fever ;  it  repre¬ 
sents  the  reaction  of  the  tissues 
to  irritation  by  injury  or 
disease. 

Infla'tion  (in-fla'-shun).  Blown 
out  and  expanded  by  air  or  gas. 

Influen'za  (in-flu-en'-za).  Epi¬ 
demic  catarrhal  fever.  Marked 
by  sudden  prostration,  pains 
in  the  limbs  and  eyes,  and 
fever. 

infundib'ulum  (in-fun-dib'-u- 
lum).  A  term  applied  to 
several  funnel-shaped  passages 
of  the  body. 

Infu'sion  (in-few'-zhun).  (i).  Sa¬ 
line  infusion  means  the  intro¬ 
duction  into  the  cellular 
tissues  of  a  warm  (105°  F.) 
normal  saline  solution,  to 
which  drugs  are  sometimes 
added  (e.g.,  alcohol,  suprarenal 
extract,  ether).  (2).  See  In- 

FUSUM. 

Infu'sum  (in-fu'-zum).  An  in¬ 
fusion;  prepared  by  pouring 
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boiling  water  on  to  a  drug, 
letting  it  stand,  and  then 
straining. 

Inges'ta  (in-jes'-ta).  Food 
taken  into  the  body  through 
the  mouth. 

Ingrowing  Toe-nail.  A  con¬ 
dition  in  which  the  side  of  the 
toe-nail  is  overlapped  by  in¬ 
flamed  skin. 


Ingrowing  Toe-nail  showing  cot¬ 
ton  wool  inserted  for  cuiative 
purposes. 

In'guinal  (in'-gwe-nal).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  groin. 
Inhala'tion  (in -ha -la' -shun). 
Act  of  breathing  in  vapour 
or  fumes  by  the  mouth  or 
nose,  a  form  of  treatment 
frequently  ordered  in  dis¬ 
orders  of  the  throat  or  chest. 
The  ordinary  inhaler  consists 
of  a  jug-like  vessel  fitted  with 
a  glass  mouth-piece  coming 
out  of  the  lid ;  the  hot  water 
and  the  medicament  ordered 
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are  put  in  the  jug  and  the  j 
patient  takes  the  mouth-  | 
piece  in  his  mouth  and 
inspires  the  vapour  which 
rises  through  it.  The  steam- 
spray  inhaler  is  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  antiseptic  j 
spray.  The  chloride  of  am-  < 
monium  inhaler  is  usually 
charged  in  the  dispensary, 


Inhaler. 


and  consists  of  a  bottle 
holding  hydrochloric  acid, 
another  holding  liquid  am¬ 
monia,  and  a  third  contain¬ 
ing  distilled  water.  The 
water  should  be  changed 
every  morning.  In  district 
nursing,  a  teapot  makes  a 
very  good  inhaler,  the  patient 
keeping  the  spout  in  his 
mouth. 

Inhibi'tion  (in-he-bish'un). 
The  arrest  of  some  activity  by 
the  restraining  influence  of  a  ' 
nerve  centre. 


I'nion  (i'-ne-on).  The  external 
occipital  protuberance. 

Ini'tial  (in-is'h-al).  Pertaining 
to  the  commencement. 

Injection  (in-jek'shun).  The 
act  of  throwing  into,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  giving  an  enema. 
See  also  Hypodermic,  and 
Douche. 

Inlet  (Pelvic).  The  space 
bounded  by  the  upper  margin 
of  the  true  pelvis.  For  the 
conjugate  and  oblique  dia¬ 
meters  of  the  inlet,  see  Dia¬ 
meters. 

Innerva'tion  (in-ner-v'ai-shun). 
The  supply  of  nerves  or  the 
conveyance  of  nervous  im¬ 
pulses  to  or'from  a  part. 

Innom'inate  Artery.  The 
large  artery  which  arises  from 
the  arch  of  the  aorta  and  divides 
into  the  right  common  carotid 
and  right  subclavian  arteries. 

Innom'inate  Bone.  See  Os 
Innominatum. 

Inocula'tion  (in-ok-u-la'-shun). 
The  injecting  of  a  virus  either 
natural  (e.g.  calf  lymph),  or 
artificial  {e.g.  bacterial  vac¬ 
cines). 

In'osite  (in'-o-site).  Sugar 
found  in  the  juice  of  the 
muscles.  Occasionally  occurs 
in  the  urine. 

Insan'ity  (in-san'-e-te).  Mad¬ 
ness,  disease  of  the  brain 
causing  loss  of  reason. 

Inser'tion  (in-ser'-shun).  The 
attachment  of  a  muscle  to  the 
part  it  moves. 

In  situ.  In  position. 
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Insola'tion.  Sunstroke.  j 

insom'nia  (in-som'-ne-a).  | 
Sleeplessness;  often  a  trouble-  j 
some  complication  during  con-  I 
valescence.  | 

Inspira'tion  (in-spi-ra'-shun).  i 
Drawing  air  into  the  lungs,  the  ! 
act  of  breathing.  | 

Insplssa'ted.  Thickened  by  j 
evaporation. 

Snspiis'sant(in-spis'-sant).  _  An 
agent  which  causes  a  fluid  to 
thicken. 

Instilla'tion  (in-stil-la'shun). 
Pouring  in  drop  by  drop. 

Sn'struments  (in'-stru-ments). 
Surgical  instruments  should 
directly  after  the  operation  be 
taken  to  pieces,  scrubbed  with 
a  nail-brush  in  soap  and  water, 
then  boiled  in  water  to  which 
some  soda  has  been  added, 
dried,  and  put  away. 

ln.suffla'tion  (in-suf-fla'-shun). 
Blowing  medicaments  into  a 
cavity  of  the  body ;  also  a 
method  of  artificial  respiration 
of  new-born  children  by  blow¬ 
ing  down  their  mouths  after 
pinching  their  nostrils. 

In'sular  Sclerosis.  See  Dis¬ 
seminated  Sclerosis. 

Insula'tion  (in-su-la'-shun). 
State  of  a  body  surrounded 
by  non-conductors  of  elec¬ 
tricity. 

Insulator.  A  substance  which 
does  not  conduct  electricity. 

IntSsr'ument  (in-teg'-u-ment). 
The  skin. 

Inter  (in'-ter).  A  Latin  prefix 
meaning  “between,”  and  used 
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with  many  medical  terms,  such 
as  intercostal,  between  the 
ribs ;  intermittent  fevers,  in 
which  there  are  regular  pauses 
between  the  attacks. 

Intermitt'ent.  Occurring  at 
intervals. 

Internal  Os.  The  junction  of 
the  cavity  of  the  cervix  uteri 
with  that  of  the  uterus  itself. 
See  also  Uterus. 

Internal  Version.  Version  by 
inserting  one  hand  completely 
into  the  uterus,  and  so  chang¬ 
ing  the  lie  of  the  foetus. 

Interstitial  Kerati'tis.  An 
affection  of  the  cornea,  due 
to  syphilis,  usually  affects 
children  about  5  to  12  years 
of  age. 

Intertrl'go  (in-ter-try'-go). 

Eczematous  condition  of  deep 
crevices  or  folds  of  skin,  due  to 
retention  of  perspiration  there, 

Intes'tines  (in-tes'-tins).  The 
alimentary  canal  from  the 
stomach  to  the  anus.  Intes¬ 
tinal  obstruction  arises  from 
various  causes.  The  symp- 
i  toms  are  pain,  vomiting,  and 

i  distension  of  the  abdomen. 

Immediate  treatment  is  neces¬ 
sary,  and  the  operation  of 
laparotomy  may  have  to  be 
performed.  See  Bowel. 

Intol'erance  (in-tol'-er-ans). 
Constitutional  incapacity  to 
i  endure  or  benefit  by  a  remedial 
agent. 

'  Intracra'nial  (in-tra-cray'ne- 
al).  Pertaining  to  the  interior 
i  of  the  skull. 
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Intradu'ral.  Within  the  dura 
mater. 

Intramus'cular  (in-tra-mus'- 
kew-lar).  Pertaining  to  the 
interior  substance  of  a  muscle. 

In'traperltone'al.  Pertaining 
to  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

In'tratrache'al  (in'-tra-trak- 
e'-al).  Pertaining  to  the  lumen 
of  the  trachea. 

Intra-u'terine  (in-'tra  yevv'-ter- 
ine).  Within  the  uterus. 

Intrave'nous.  Pertaining  to 
the  lumen  of  a  vein. 

Intro'itus  (in-tro'-it-us).  An 
entrance,  applied  to  the  inlets 
of  the  pelvis  and  vagina. 

Intuba'tion  (in-tu-ba'-shun). 
Passing  a  tube  down  the  larynx 
and  leaving  it  there ;  an  oper- 


Intubation  Instruments. 
Extractor,  Introducer,  Intuba¬ 
tion  Tubes,  Mouth  Gag. 

ation  sometimes  performed  on 
children  with  diphtheria,  in¬ 
stead  of  tracheotomy. 

1  n  t  u  m  e  s'cence  (in-tu-mes'- 
sens).  Swelling,  increase. 


!  Intussuscep'tion  (in-tus-sus- 
sep'-shun).  The  reception  of 
i  one  part  of  the  intestine  into 
I  another  ;  common  in  chil- 
'  dren,  and  causes  intestinal  ob- 
'  struction,  with  the  passage  of 
I  blood  and  mucus  per  anum. 


a 


Diagram  of  Intussusception. 

a.  Shows  portion  of  intestine 
intussuscepted. 

and  frequent  vomiting.  The 
condition  must  be  promptlj' 
remedied,  and  this  alrnost 
I  always  necessitates  immediate 
laparotomy.  Great  attention 
to  the  diet  ordered  is  necessaay 
i  in  these  cases. 

Inunc'tion  (in-ungk'-shun). 
Rubbing  in  of  medicines  or 
nourishment.  The  skin  should 
first  be  briskly  washed  with 
warm  water. 

Invaglna'tion  (in-vaj-e-na'- 
I  shun).  Another  term  for 
'  intussusception. 

Inverse  Current.  The  current 
produced  in  the  secondary 
i  winding  upon  closing  the 
primary  circuit  of  a  dynamo. 

*  Inver'sio  U'teri.  Inversion  of 
the  womb,  sc  that  it  is  turned 
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inside  out,  and  generally  falls 
out  of  the  vagina. 

In'voiute  (in'-vo-lewt).  Rolled 
inward  from  the  edges. 
Involu'tion  (in-vo-lew'-shun). 
The  shrinking  of  the  uterus 
after  labour.  The  uterus,  from 
weighing  a  pound  and  a  half 
at  labour,  shrinks  in  eight 
weeks  to  the  weight  of  an 
ounce  and  a  half.  Arrest  of 
this  process  is  called  subin¬ 
volution  (which  see). 

I'odides  (eye-o-didz).  Com¬ 
binations  of  iodine  with  metal?. 
Favourite  remedies  for  a  va¬ 
riety  of  conditions. 

I'odine  (i'-o-dine).  A  poisonous 
element  obtained  from  the 
ashes  of  seaweed.  Very  useful 
as  an  antiseptic.  Much  used 
to  prepare  the  skin  at  the  site 
of  a  proposed  operation. 
Fodism.  Iodide  poisoning, 
lo'doform.  A  compound  con¬ 
taining  iodine  and  consisting 
of  yellow  crystalsor  aprimrose- 
coloured  powder.  It  possesses 
a  strong  and  lasting  odour. 
Iodoform  gauze,  wool  and  lint 
are  employed. 

I'on  (eye'-on).  An  atom  of 
matter  dissociated  from  other 
atoms  by  electrical  influence, 
lon'ic.  Pertaining  to  ions.  Thus 
ionic  medication  means  the 
introduction  of  medicines  in 
ionic  form  into  the  body  by 
means  of  electric  currents, 
lon'tophore'sis.  The  intro¬ 
duction  of  ions  into  the  body 
by  the  electric  current. 


Ipecacuan'ha  (ip-e-kaku-an'- 
na).  A  prompt  emetic  secured 
from  the  root  of  a  Brazilian 
plant.  Greatly  used  for  chil¬ 
dren  in  cases  of  croup  and 
whooping-cough.  In  small 
doses  it  is  a  stomachic  and 
expectorant ;  when  used  as  an 
emetic,  from  sixty  drops  up¬ 
wards  are  given. 

Iridec'tomy  (ir-e-dek'-to-me). 
Cutting  on  a  piece  of  the  edge 
of  the  iris  to  make  an  artificial 
pupil  to  the  eye. 

Iridocycii'tis  (ir'-id-o-si-kli'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  iris 
and  uveal  tract. 

Iridople'gia  (ir-e-do-ple'-ge-a). 
Paralysis  of  the  iris. 

I'ris  (i'ris).  The  coloured  circle 
surrounding  the  pupil  of  the 
eye.  See  Eye. 

Iri'tis  (i-ri'-tis).  Inflammation 
of  the  iris. 

Iron  (Irn).  When  ordered  as 
a  tonic,  should  be  given  after 
food.  Dialysed  iron  does  not 
injure  teeth.  Iron  causes  black 
stools. 

Irredu'cible  (ir-re-du'se-bl). 
Incapable  of  being  returned  to 
its  proper  place  by  manipula¬ 
tion. 

irriga'tion  (ir-re-ga'shun). 
Constant  application  of  a 
lotion  to  a  part.  The  simplest 
way  is  to  suspend  a  basin 
over  the  part,  fill  the  basin 
with  the  ordered  lotion,  hang 
strips  of  lint  over  the  edge 
of  the  basin,  so  that  one 
end  is  in  the  lotion  and  the 


120 


Irr 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Jac 


other  outside  the  basin ;  the 
lotion  will  then  slowly  drip 
from  the  lint  strips,  which  act 
as  syphons,  on  to  the  part  and 
keep  it  constantly  moist.  This 
is  most  usually  employed  to 
secure  cooling  or  cleaning  of 
inflamed  or  sloughing  wounds. 
Waterproof  must  be  placed 
under  the  part  irrigated.  A 
vessel  properly  fitted  with  a 
tap  and  india-rubber  tubing 
is  required  if  a  more  copious 
flowisneeded,asforinstance  in 
washing  out  an  abscess  cavity. 

Ir'ritant  (ir'-re-tant).  A  drug 
which  causes  excitation  and 
stimulates  action. 

Ischae'mia  (is-ke'-me-a).  Di¬ 
minished  supply  of  blood  to  a 
part. 

Ischial'gia(is-ke-al'-je-a).  Pain 
in  the  hip,  sciatica. 

Ischidro'sis  (is  -  ki-dro' ■  sis). 
Suppression  of  perspiration. 

Is'chiutn  (is'-ke-ura).  The 
lower  and  hind  part  of  the  os 
innominatum  (which  see). 

Isola'tion  (i-so-la'-shun).  The 
act  of  setting  apart ;  an  isola¬ 
tion  room  or  ward  is  one 
kept  for  contagious  or  in¬ 
fectious  diseases,  and  the 
nurse  has  to  follow  strict  rules 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease 

Isoton'ic  (eye-so-ton'-ik).  Hav¬ 
ing  the  same  tendency  to  pass 
through  a  living  membrane. 
Thus  a  solution  which  is  iso¬ 
tonic  with  blood  serum  neither 
attracts  blood  from  the  vessels 


nor  Itself  tends  to  pass  through 
into  them. 

Is'sue.  An  artificial  ulcer  made 
to  promote  discharge. 

Itch.  A  skin  eruption.  See 
Scabies. 

Izal  (i-zal).  An  antiseptic, 

J. 

Jaboran'dl  (jab-o-ran'-de).  A 
drug  containing  pilocarpine 
and  jaborine.  It  increases 
perspiration  and  stimulates 
the  heart. 

Jackso'nian  Epilepsy.  Local 
spasms,  for  example,  of  one 
hand  due  to  irritation  of  the 
cerebral  cortex.  The  spasms 
may  be  unaccompanied  by 
loss  of  consciousness,  or  they 
may  become  general,  involving 
loss  of  consciousness,  and  re¬ 
sembling  the  convulsions  of 
true  epilepsy.  It  is  important 
to  observe  in  w'hich  group  of 
muscles  the  movements  first 
commence,  in  order  that  the 
cerebral  lesion  may  be  exactly 
localized. 

Jacob’s  Membrane.  Layer  of 
rods  and  cones  in  the  retina. 

Jacquemin’s  Sign  (zhak- 
man').  Also  known  as 
Spiegelberg's.  A  sign  of 
pregnancy  consisting  of  a 
bluish  discoloration  of  the 
vagina. 

Jactita'tion  (jak-te-ta'-shun). 
Tossing  the  body  in  acute 
sickness,  to  and  fro ;  restless¬ 
ness. 
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Jal'ap  (jal'-ap).  A  drug;  it 
purges  rapidly,  acting  in  from 
two  to  four  hours. 

Jaun'dice  (jawn'-dis).  A  yellow 
tinge  of  the  skin  and  especially 
of  the  conjunctivse  due  to  the 
absorption  of  bile  into  the 
tissues.  This  may  be  due  to 
disease  of  the  liver ;  or  to  ob¬ 
struction  of  the  common  bile 
duct,  as  by  gall  stone,  cancer, 
or  enlarged  glands.  The 
commonest  forms  of  jaundice 
are  the  slight  jaundice  not 
uncommon  in  new  -  born 
infants ;  and  so-called  simple 
jaundice,  which  is  not  rare 
amongst  children  and  young 
adults.  Jaundice  is  merely 
a  symptom,  not  a  disease. 

Jaw-bone.  See  Maxilla. 

Jejunos'tomy  ^djed-djoo-nos'- 
to-me).  Making  an  artificial 
opening  into  the  jejunum. 

Jeju'num  (je-ju'-num).  That 
portion  of  the  small  intestine 
which  lies  between  the  duo¬ 
denum  and  the  ileum.  See 
Intestines. 

Jeyes’  Fluid.  A  disinfect¬ 
ing  fluid  prepared  from  coal  tar. 

Jigger.  A  tropical  sand  flea 


jigger  (distended)  Enlarged. 


{Dermatophilus  penetrans) 
which  is  parasitic  in  man,  bur¬ 
rowing  into  the  toes.  Another 
name  is  chigoe. 

Joint  (joynt).  Point  of  contact 
of  two  bones  which  can  be 
moved  one  upon  the  other. 
An  articulation. 

Ju'gular  (ju'-gu-lar).  Relating 
to  the  neck. 

Ju'guiar  Veins.  Two  large 
veins  in  the  neck  which  con¬ 
vey  most  of  the  blood  from 
the  head. 

Jungle  Fever.  Malaria. 

Ju'niper  (ju'ne-per).  A  drug 
used  as  a  diuretic  in  dropsy. 
It  also  promotes  the  menstrual 
flow. 

Jus.  Latin  term  for  broth 
thusy«s  bovinum  is  beef-tea, 

Jus'to  mi  nor  Pelvis.  Same 
as  generally  contracted  pelvis, 
which  see. 


K. 

KaTaAz'ar.  A  tropical  disease, 
the  chief  characters  of  which 
are  enlargement  of  the  spleen 
and  anaemia.  It  is  caused  by 
the  Leishman- Donovan  para¬ 
site. 

Ka'olin.  China  clay;  a  hydrated 
silicate  of  aluminium.  Used  as 
a  dusting  powder. 

Kapo'si’s  Disease.  A  rare 
skin  disease  affecting  children. 
Freckles  appear  on  the  face  and 
hands,  and  in  the  course  of 
years  the  freckles  become  warts, 
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and  the  warts  in  turn  become 
epitheliomata  and  malignant 
ulceration  ensues. 

Karyokine'sis  (ka-re-o-kin-ft's- 
is).  Indirect  cell-division,  i.e. 
division  preceded  by  compli¬ 
cated  changes  in  the  nucleus 
of  the  cell. 

Kath'ode  (kath'-ode).  The 
negative  pole  of  an  electric 
battery. 

Kation.  An  ion  which  holds  a 
positive  charge  of  electricity 
and  is  repelled  from  the  posi¬ 
tive  pole  or  anode,  of  a  battery. 

Ke'loid  (ke'-loid).  A  connective 
tissue  growth  of  the  skin,  i 
arising  always  in  a  scar  of 
some  previous  injury. 

Kepler’s  Malt  Extract.  A 
solution  of  cod-liver  oil  in 
extract  of  malt,  useful  for 
weak  or  scrofulous  children. 

Kerati'tis  (ker-a-ti'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  cornea. 

Ker'atome  (ker'-at-o-me).  Sur¬ 
gical  knife  used  for  incisions 
of  the  cornea. 


Keratomes. 

Kerato'sis.  A  skin  disease  with 
thickening  of  the  horny  layer 
of  the  epidermis. 


Ke'rion  (ke'-re-on).  A  term  for 
crusted  ringworm. 

Kernig’s  Sign.  A  sign  of 
meningitis.  It  consists  of  an 
inability  to  extend  the  leg  when 
the  thigh  is  flexed  to  a  right 
angle  with  the  trunk. 

Kerol.  A  disinfectant. 

Kettle  (ket'tl).  A  bronchitis  or 
croup  kettle  has  a  long  spout 
coming  out  of  the  lid,  so  that 
the  steam  can  be  directed  well 


out  into  the  room.  A  roll  of 
brown  paper  added  to  the 
spout  of  an  ordinary  kettle 
does  in  an  emergency. 
Kharsivan.  An  arsenical  com¬ 
pound  used  in  syphilis  and 
other  infective  diseases. 

K  1  d  '  n  e  y  s  (kid'-nes).  Two 
organs  in  the  region  of  the 
hollow  of  the  back  which 
secrete  the  urine, 
i  Kiesteia  |  (ki-es'-tine).  A  film 
Kyestein  /seen  floating  on 
the  urine,  supposed  to  be  a 
sign  ol  pregnancy,  but  quite 
erroneously  so. 

Kii'ogramme  (kil'-lo-gram).  A 
thousand  grammes. 
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Urinary  System  ,  showing 
position  of  Kidneys. 


Section  of  Right  Kidney. 

a  a  Pyramids, 
b  Cortical  Substance, 
c  Hilum. 
d  Pelvis, 
e  Ureter, 

Kinema'tics.  The  science  of 
motion. 

Kineplas'tic  Stump.  An  am¬ 
putation  stump  so  fashioned 
that  the  patient  can,  on  re¬ 
covery  from  the  operation, 
control  his  artificial  limb  by 
the  muscular  action  of^’the 
affected  limb.  { 
Kingzett’s  Bacter'icides. 
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I  Deodorants  of  pero.xide  of 

I  hydrogen  combined  with  vari- 

I  ous  antiseptics,  such  as  thy¬ 

mol. 

Ki'no  (ki'-no).  An  astring¬ 
ent. 

j  Klebs=Loeffler  Bacillus 

I  (lef'ler).  The  bacillus  of  diph¬ 

theria. 

Kleptoma'nia  (klep-to-ma'- 
ne-a).  Insane  love  of  steal¬ 
ing. 

Knee.  The  joint  between  the 
femur  and  the  tibia. 


Knee-joint. 

Knee-cap.  Patella,  which  see 


Knee-cap. 

Knee-Elbow  Position.  See 

Genu-Pectoral. 
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Knee-jerk.  A  jerk  of  the  leg 
elicited  by  tapping  on  the 
patellar  tendon  when  the  knee 
is  flexed.  Absence  of  and  ex¬ 
aggeration  of  the  knee-jerk 
give  important  information 
in  cases  of  injury  or  disease  of 
the  nervous  system. 

Knee  Presentation.  The  ad¬ 
vance  of  th--  knee  as  the  pre¬ 
senting  part  during  labour. 

Knock-knee.  Genu  valgum. 

A  deformity  in  which  the  knees 
are  bent  inward. 

Ko'la  Nut  (ko-la  nut).  A  form  i 
of  caffein,  very  sustaining.  . 
Given  sometimes  to  stay  the 
craving  for  drink. 

KopTIk’s  Spots.  Small  white 
spots  to  be  found  on  the  inner 
surface  of  the  checks  in 
measles,  often  before  the  skin  I 
rash  appears. 

Kou'miss  (koo'-mis).  Fer¬ 
mented  mare’s  milk;  nutritive, 
and  easily  digested. 

K  r  a  m  e '  r  i  a  (kra-me'-ri-a).  | 
Rhatany  ;  an  astringent. 

Krauro'sis  Vulvae  (kraw-ro'-  ! 
sis).  A  chronic  disease  of  the 
vulva,  causing  intolerable  itch¬ 
ing. 

Kyes'tein  (ki-es'-tine).  See  | 
Kiesteia. 

Kypho'sis  (ki-fo'-sis).  Hump¬ 
back,  angular  deformity  of  the 
spine. 

L. 

La'bia  Majo'ra.  Two  large 
folds  at  the  mouth  of  the 


pudendum  ;  called  also  the 
labia  ptidendi. 

La'bia  Mino'ra.  Two  smaller 
folds  within  the  majora; 
called  also  the  nymphce. 

Labial  (la'-be-al).  Relating  to 
the  lips  or  to  the  labia. 
La'biogloss'opharyn'g’eal 
Paralysis.  A  progressive 
nervous  disease  which  causes 
paralysis  of  the  lips,  tongue 
and  pharynx. 

Lab'oratory  (or  lab-or'-a-tory). 
A  place  where  scientific  ex¬ 
periments  are  carried  on. 

La'bour  (la'-bur).  The  progress 
of  the  birth  of  a  child.  There 
are  three  stages.  (i)  The 
dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the 
womb.  (2)  The  passage  of 
the  foetus  through  the  canal 
and  its  birth.  (3)  From 
the  birth  of  the  child  to  the 
coming  away  of  the  placenta. 

Lab'yrinth  (lab'-e-rinth).  The 
internal  ear.  See  Ear. 

Labyrinthi'tls  (lab'-e-rin-thi'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  laby¬ 
rinth. 

Lac'erated  (las'er-a-ted).  A 
lacerated  wound  is  one  with 
torn  or  irregular  edges ;  not 
clean  cut. 

LScera'tion  (las-er-a'-shun). 
The  state  of  being  lacerated. 
Some  slight  degree  of  lacera¬ 
tion  of  the  vagina  is  almost 
inevitable  during  full-term  de¬ 
livery.  More  extensive  in¬ 
juries  to  th“  perineum,  rectum 
or  cervix  are  not  uncommon 
and  require  immediate  surgi- 
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cal  treatment  if  their  ill  effects 
are  to  be  avoided.  Any  la¬ 
ceration  of  the  perineum  should 
be  seen  by  a  medical  man  at 
once. 

Lachry'mal  (lak'-re-mal).  Re¬ 
lating  to  tears  and  the  glands 
which  secrete  them. 

Lachryma'tion  (lak-re-ma'- 
shun).  Excess  of  tears. 

Lac'tagogue  (lak'-ta-gog). 
Drug  for  inducing  milk  secre- 
tion. 

Lac'tate.  A  salt  of  lactic  acid. 

Lacta'tion  (lak- ta' -  shun). 
The  process  or  period  of 
suckling. 

Lac'tSals  (lak'-te-als).  The  lym¬ 
phatic  vessels,  which  convey 
the  chyle  from  the  intestinal 
canal. 

Lactic  Acid.  An  acid  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  fermentation  of 
lactose.  The  souring  of  milk 
is  accompanied  by  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  acid. 

Lactiferous  Ducts  (lak-tif'- 
er-us  dukts).  The  canals  of 
the  mammary  glands. 

Lactose  (lak-toes).  Sugar  of 
milk.  Human  milk  contains 
normally  from  4  to  7  per  cent, 
of  lactose,  usually  about  5. 
Cow’s  milk  contains  from  3  to 
5I  per  cent.,  usually  about  4. 

Lacu'na  (la-kew'-na).  A  small 
pit  or  furrow  of  the  body. 

Laev'ulose.  Fruit  sugar. 

Lagophthal'mia  (lag-of-thal'- 
me-a).  Lack  of  power  to  close 
the  eyes. 

La  Grippe.  Influenza. 
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Lalla'tion  (lal-Ia'-shun).  The 
use  of  the  letter  I  instead  of  r 
in  speaking. 

Lam'bda.  The  point  of  union  of 
lambdoid  and  sagittal  sutures. 

Lamo'doid  (lam'-doyd).  Like 
Greek  letter  A,  chiefly  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  suture  between 
the  occipital  and  parietal 
bones. 

Lamel'lse  (la-mel'-le).  (i)  Thin 
hardened  layers  or  plates  of 
bone  or  other  tissue.  (2)  Gela¬ 
tine  discs  containing  drugs. 
Used  for  applying  to  the  eye, 
or  dissolving  for  hypodermic 
injections. 

LSm'ina  (lam'-e-na).  A  thin 
plate  or  scale  of  bone. 

Lamina^ria  Tent.  A  short  rod 
of  compressed  sea  tangle  which 
swells  gradually  and  with 
great  force  when  moistened. 
These  tents  are  kept  dry  and 
sterile  by  immersion  _  in 
absolute  alcohol  until  required; 
they  are  used  for  dilating  the 
cervix  uteri  previous  to 
gynaecological  and  obstetric 
operations,  and  should  be  put 
in  overnight.  See  Tent. 

Laminec'tomy  (lam-in-ek'-to- 
me).  An  operation  upon  the 
spinal  cord  by  removing  the 
posterior  part  of  the  bony 
spinal  column  to  get  at  it. 

Lan'cet  (lan'-set).  A  sharp 
pointed  two-edged  surgical 
knife. 

Lan'cinating  (lan'-se-na-ting). 
An  adjective  applied  to  sharp 

)  cutting  pains. 
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Landry’s  Paralysis.  An  acute 
affection  of  the  spinal  cord 
commencing  at  its  lower  end 
and  rapidly  spreading  upward, 
thus  causing  a  serial  ascending 
paralysis. 

Lan'oline  (lan'-o-lin).  Purified 
wool-fat.  Used  as  the  basis 
for  various  ointments. 

Lanugo  (lan-u'-go).  The 
downy  growth  which  covers  an 
infant  from  the  fourth  month 
of  gestation,  but  has  mostly 
disappeared  by  full  term. 

Laparot'omy  (lap-ar-ot'-o-me). 
Opening  the  abdominal  cavity. 

See  COELIOTOMV. 

Lfi'pis  (la'-pis).  A  stone. 

Lard.  The  fat  of  pigs  melted 
and  separated  from  the  flesh. 

Larda'ceous  (lar-da'she-us). 
Degeneration  of  the  tissues 
till  they  resemble  wax.  Same 
as  Amyloid  or  Albuminoid 
degeneration,  which  see. 

Laryn'geal  (la-rin'-je-al).  Re¬ 
lating  to  the  larynx. 

Laryngec'toniy  (lar-in-jek'-to- 
me).  Removal  of  the  larynx. 

Laryngis'mus  Strid'ulus. 
Spasmodic  or  false  croup 
accompanied  by  a  crowing 
noise ;  most  common  in  in¬ 
fants. 

Laryngi'tis  (lar-in-ji'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  larynx, 
causing  loss  of  voice,  and  in  . 
acute  cases,  with  much  oedema, 
threatening  suffocation. 

Laryn'goscope  (la -ring' -go- 
skope).  A  reflector  used  for  i 
examining  the  throat.  i 


Laryn'gosteno'sis  (la-rin'-go- 
ste-no'-sis).  Stricture  of  the 
larynx. 

Laryngot'omy  (la-rin-got'- 
o-me).  Cutting  into  the 
larynx ;  an  alternative  in  some 
cases  to  tracheotomy,  which 
see. 

L5r'ynx  (lar'  -  rinks).  The 
upper  part  of  the  windpipe 
from  which  the  voice  sounds 
proceed. 

La'tent  (la'-tent).  Not  visible, 
lying  hidden  for  a  time. 

Lfit'eral  (lat'-er-al).  Relating  to 
the  side. 

Lau'danum  (lod'-an-um). 
Tincture  of  opium,  poison. 

Laugh'ing  Qas.  Nitrous-oxide 
gas.  An  anaesthetic, 
j  Lavage  (lav-arje).  Washing  out. 

Lax'ative  (laks'-a-tiv).  A  mild 
purgative. 

Lead  (led).  A  soft  heavy  metal 
whose  salts  are  poisonous.  L. 
lotion  is  a  solution  of  sub¬ 
acetate  of  lead  and  is  used  for 
external  application  to  bruises, 
and  other  superficial  injuries. 
Used  in  the  form  of  Diachylon 
to  procure  abortion. 

Lecithin  (les'-i-thin).  A  nitro¬ 
genous,  fatty  substance  occur¬ 
ring  especially  in  the  nerve 
tissues.  It  occurs  also  in  yolk 
of  egg. 

Leech  (leetsh).  An  aquatic 
worm  used  for  the  local 
abstraction  of  blood.  Leeches 
should  be  kept  in  a  cool 
place,  in  a  glass  jar  filled 
with  rain  or  river  water. 
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Larynx. 

a  Epiglottis, 
b  False  vocal  cords, 
c,  g  Cartilages  of  Wrisberg  and 
Santonini. 

d  Cushion  of  the  Epiglottis, 
e  Vocal  process  of  arytenoid 
cartilage. 

f  Entrance  to  ventricle. 


Longitudinal  Section  showing 
front  half  of  Larynx. 

a  Epiglottis, 
b  Thyroid  cartilage, 
c  Thyro-arytenoid  muscle, 
d  False  vocal  cords, 
e  Cricoid  cartilage  and  rings  of 
trachea. 

f  True  vocal  cords, 
g  Ventricle. 
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The  top  of  the  jar  must  be 
carefully  covered  with  muslin. 
The  water  should  be  changed 
I  weekly. 

I  Leg.  That  part  of  the  lower 
extremity  which  extends  from 
the  knee  to  the  ankle. 

Leish'man-Don'ovan  Body. 
An  organism  which  is  the 
cause  of  Kala-azar. 

Leishmanio'sis.  Infection 
with  organisms  of  the  type 
which  cause  Kala-Azar  and 
Oriental  Sore. 

Leiter’s  Coil  (li'ter).  Coiled 
metallic  tube  used  for  cooling 
or  warming  any  part  of  the 
body. 


Leiter’s  Coil  for  the  Head. 


Lembert’s  Suture.  Special 
suture  used  in  stitching  up  the 
peritoneal  coat  of  the  intestine 
or  other  abdominal  organs  after 
any  incision  or  injury. 
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Len'hartz  Diet.  A  special 
dietary  treatment  for  gastric 
ulcer. 

L2n'itive  (len'-e-tiv).  An  as¬ 
suaging  or  soothing  agent. 

Lens  (lenz).  The  transparent 
lens  of  the  eye  behind  the 
iris.  See  Eye. 

Lentic'ular  Ganglion.  The 
nerve  ganglion  behind  the 
eyeball. 

Lenti'go  A  freckle. 

Leonti'asis  Os'sea  (le-on- 
ti'-a-sis  os'-se-a).  A  disease  ^ 
in  which  the  Ijones  of  the  i 
face  are  deformed  and  greatly  ' 
increased  in  size. 

Lepido'sis.  Any  scaly  eruption. 

Lep'ra  (lep'-ra).  Term  some-  ' 
times  given  to  a  non-con¬ 
tagious  skin  disease.  Pso¬ 
riasis. 

Lep'rosy  (lep'-ro-se).  A  chronic 
infective  disease,  cutaneous  : 
in  its  earlier  stages,  but  after-  i 
w’ards  involving  both  soft  tis¬ 
sue  and  bone.  The  first  stage 
may  last  days  or  months ;  there 
are  pains  in  the  limbs,  lassi¬ 
tude,  and  feverish  attacks.  The 
second  stage  is  eruptive,  and 
the  blotches  on  the  skin  come  ^ 
and  go.  In  the  third  stage 
the  disease  becomes  either 
nodular  (lepra  tuberculosa)  or 
blotched  (lepra  maculosa) ;  if 
the  blotches  become  white,  i 
and  anaesthesia  sets  in,  it  is 
called  white  leprosy.  Later,  ' 
ulceration  and  mortification 
come  on,  and  joints  and  limbs 
die  and  drop  off. 
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Leptan'dra  (lep-tan'-dra).  A 
drug  which  increases  the  flow 
of  bile ;  given  in  biliary  and 
intestinal  derangement. 

Lepto-meningi'tis.  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  pia-mater  and 
arachnoid  coverings  of  the 
brain.  A  form  of  meningitis 
distinguished  from  pachy-men- 
ingitis  in  which  the  dura-mater 
is  the  seat  of  inflammation. 

Le'sion  (le'zhun).  Any  injury 
or  morbid  change  in  the  func¬ 
tion  or  texture  of  an  organ. 

Lethal.  Deadly,  fatal. 

LSth'argy  (leth'-ar-je).  Un¬ 
naturally  deep  sleep  ;  not  quite 
so  decided  as  coma. 

Leucse'tnia  (lu-ke'-me-a).  A 
disease  characterised  by  in¬ 
crease  of  white  corpuscles  of 
the  blood.  Lymphatic  L.  that 
associated  with  disease  of  lym¬ 
phatic  glands.  Myelogenic  L. 
that  due  to  disease  of  the  bone 
marrow.  Splenic  L.  that  as¬ 
sociated  with  enlargement  of 
the  spleen.  Spleno-medullary 
L.  that  in  which  spleen  and 
bone  marrow  are  both  affected. 

Leucin  (lu'-sin).  A  crystalline 
body  formed  during  digestion. 

Leu'cocyte.  A  white  blood 
corpuscle. 

Leucocythae'mia  (lu-ko-si- 
the'-me-a).  Morbid  increase 
of  the  white  corpuscles  of  the 
blood.  Same  as  leucamia, 
which  see. 

Leucocyto'sis  (lu-ko-si-to'-sis). 
An  increase  of  white  cor¬ 
puscles  of  the  blood. 
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Leucoder'ma.  A  condition  in 
which  there  are  patches  of 
skin  which  are  defectively  pig¬ 
mented,  and  consequently  pale 
in  colour. 

Leuco'ma  (lu-ko'-ma).  A  milky 
opacity  of  the  cornea  fol¬ 
lowing  on  an  injury  to  the 
eye. 

Leu'comaines  (lu'-ko-mains). 
Certain  alkaloids  developed  in 
living  tissues. 

Leucope'nia.  Diminution  of 
the  number  of  white  corpuscles 
in  the  blood. 

Leucopla'kia  (lyoo'-ko-pla'-ke- 
a).  A  smooth  glazed  white 
state  of  the  tongue,  which 
may  precede  cancer  of  that 
organ. 

Leucorrhoe'a  (lu-kor-re'-a).  A 
whitish  discharge  from  the 
vagina,  commonly  called  the 
“  whites  ". 

Leuco'sis  (lu-ko'-sis).  Disease 
of  the  lymphatic  vessels,  which 
causes  anaemia  and  consequent 
“whiteness 

Leukae'mia.  See  Leucaemia. 

Leva'tor  (le-va'-tur).  A  muscle 
which  lifts  up  a  part. 

Leyden  Phial  or  Jar  (li'den). 
A  glass  jar  used  for  accumu¬ 
lating  electricity. 

Li'chen  (li'-ken).  A  term  for  skin 
diseases  of  which  the  striking 
feature  is  chronic  inflammatory 
papules.  Lichen  pilaris,  L. 
scrofulosis  and  L.  ruber  are 
the  three  chief  forms.  The 
improvement  of  the  general 
health,  alkaline  baths,  and 
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the  diligent  rubbing  in  of  the 
ointments  ordered  fall  to 
the  nurse’s  part  to  carry  out. 

Lie.  In  obstetric  practice  the 
terms  cephalic  lie,  podliac  lie 
and  transverse  lie  are  used  to 
denote  the  portion  of  the  foetus 
which  first  enters  the  pelvis : 
respectively  the  head,  the 
breech  and  the  trunk.  The 
description  of  the  various 
presentations  is  a  further 
amplification  of  the  details  of 
the  lie. 

Lie'berkuhn’s  Glands  (le'- 
ber-kiin).  Tubular  glands  of 
the  small  intestine,  which 
secrete  the  intestinal  juice. 

Liebig’s  Extract.  A  meat 
essence,  a  teaspoonful  of 
which  to  a  teacup  of  boiling 
water  makes  excellent  beef-tea. 

Lien'culus  (li-en'-ku-lus).  A 
second  spleen. 

Lieni'tis  (li-en-i'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  spleen. 

Li'entery  (li'-en-ter-e).  A  form 
of  diarrhoea,  in  which  the  food 
is  only  partially  digested. 

Lig'ament  ,lig'-a-ment).  A 
tough  band  of  fibrous  tissue 
connecting  together  the  bones 
at  the  joints. 

Liga'tion.  The  application  of 
a  ligature. 

Lig'atures  (lig'-a-teurs). 
Threads  of  silk,  wire,  catgut, 
linen,  &c.,  used  to  tie  arteries 
or  sew  up  parts. 

Ligh'tning  Pains.  Shooting, 
cutting  pains  felt  in  some  cases 
of  locomotor  ataxia. 
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Lime.  Calcium  oxide.  Lime  ' 
salts  increase  the  coagulability 
of  the  blood  ;  they  take  part  in 
the  formation  of  bone,  and  are  i 
a  component  part  of  many  ' 
tonic  medicines. 

Lime  Water.  A  solution  of 
calcium  hydrate  in  distilled 
water.  Used  to  dilute  [ 
milk  for  infants,  and  gener¬ 
ally  to  counteract  acidity. 

Linc'tus  (link'-tus).  A  syrup,  i 
usually  applied  to  a  cough 
mixture  to  be  ta'Ken  in  small  i 
doses.  ! 

Ling'ual  (ling'-gwal).  Relating  ! 
to  the  tongue.  < 

Lin'ete  Albican'tes  (lin'-ee-ee  { 
al-bik-an'-teez).  See  Stride 
Gravidarum. 

Lin'iment,  linlmentum.  A 
liquid  for  external  application. 

Linseed  (lin-seed).  Seeds  of 
the  flax  plant.  ] 

Lint  (lint).  Loosely  woven  cot-  j 
ton  material,  having  one  side  j 
smooth  and  the  other  rough.  ! 
As  a  rule,  the  smooth  side  is  ] 
applied  next  the  skin. 

Lipae'mfa  (lip-e'em-e-a).  Pres¬ 
ence  of  excess  of  fat  in  the 
blood. 

Lipa'rous  (li-pa'-rus).  Fatty.  ! 

Lip'oids.  Substances  (e.g.  leci-  j 
thin)  which  resemble  fats,  j 
in  being  dissolved  by  organic 
solvents  such  as  alcohol  and  ' 
ether.  They  occur  in  living  I 
cells.  j 

L. Ipo'ma  (li-po'-ma).  Fatty! 
tumour.  I 

LIp'opro'teins  (lip'-o-pro'-te-  1 


ins).  Combinations  of  proteic 
with  fatty  acids. 

Lipuria  (lip-yoo'-re-a).  Pre¬ 
sence  of  fat  in  the  urine. 

LI'quor  Am'nii.  The  watery 
fluid  in  which  the  foetus  floats. 

Liquor'es.  Solutions  of  active 
substances  in  water.  Liquor 
calcis  saccharatus — lime  water. 

Liq'uor  San'guinis.  Liquid 
portion  of  the  blood. 

Liquorice  (lik'-o-ris).  See 
Liquorice  Powder. 

Liquorice  Powder  (lik'-o-ris 
pow-der).  Contains  senna  ;  a 
favourite  purge  for  children. 

Lis'terism  (lis-ter-izm).  Anti¬ 
septic  surgery. 

Lithae'mia  (lith-e'-me-a).  An 
excess  of  uric  acid  in  the 
blood,  often  associated  wi,th 
gout  and  dyspepsia. 

Lith'ag:ogues  (lith' -  a  -  gogs). 
Drugs  which  expel  or  dissolve 
stones. 

Lithi'asis  (lith-i'-a-sis).  For¬ 
mation  of  stone. 

Lith'ic  Acid  (lith'-ik).  The 
same  as  uric  acid. 

Lith'ium  (lith'-e-um).  An 
alkaline  metal  whose  salts  are 
given  in  gout  and  other  con¬ 
ditions  to  neutralize  acidity. 

Lith'olapaxy.  Same  as  Litho- 
TRITY,  q.v. 

Lithopae'dion.  A  dead  foetus 
retained  in  the  uterus  or  ab¬ 
domen,  and  which  in  the  course 
of  time  has  become  petrified 
by  impregnation  with  lime 
salts. 
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Lithot'omy  (lith  -  of  -  o  •  me). 
Operation  of  cutting  into  a 
bladder  to  remove  a  stone. 

Lithotomy  Position.  Patient 
supine  with  thighs  and  legs 
fully  flexed. 

Lithot'rity  (lith- ot' -  re  -  te). 
Operation  of  crushing  a  stone 
in  the  bladder. 

Lithu'ria  (lith-u'-re-a).  Passing 
gravel  or  crystals  of  uric  acid 
with  the  urine. 

Lit'mus  Paper.  Used  in  test¬ 
ing  :  acid  turns  the  blue  paper 
red  ;  alkali  turns  the  red  paper 
blue. 

Litre  (le'tr).  i  pint,  15  fluid 
ounces,  2  drachms,  ii  minims. 

Little’s  Disease.  Spastic 
paraplegia  of  infants. 

Liv'er  (liv'-er).  The  organ  which 


Under  side  of  Liver. 


a  Right  Lobe, 
b  Left  Lobe, 

c  Caudate 
Lobe. 

d  Quadrate 
Lobe. 

e  Spigelian 
Lobe. 


f  Portal  Vein, 
g  Inferior  vena 
Cava. 

h  Umbilical 
Vein. 

i  Hepatic  Ar¬ 
tery. 

j  Hepatic  Duct, 
k  Gall  Bladder. 
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secretes  the  bile ;  it  is  situated 
in  the  abdominal  cavity  on  the 
right  side.  A  yellow  tinge  of 
the  skin  marks  derangement 
of  the  liver. 

Lobe  (lobe).  Rounded  division 
of  an  organ. 

Lobe'lia  (lo-be'-le-a).  A  drug 
used  as  an  antispasmodic  for 
asthma.  May  cause  poison¬ 
ing. 

Lo'chia(lo'-ke-a).  The  vaginal 
discharge  following  delivery. 
For  the  first  day  or  two  is 
almost  pure  blood,  but  in  nor¬ 
mal  cases  becomes  rapidly 
paler  and  ceases  in  a  few  days. 

Lock-jaw.  See  Tetanus. 

Locked  Twins.  The  condition 
of  twins  when  some  part  of 
one  absolutely  prevents  the 
birth  of  the  other  by  causing 
complete  impaction. 

Locomo'tor  Atax'y.  Impaired 
gait  in  walking.  A  chronic 
disease  due  to  degeneration 
of  parts  of  the  spinal  cord  and 
nerves. 

Loc'ulated  (lock'-u-lated).  Di¬ 
vided  into  many  cavities. 

Lo'cum  Te'nens.  A  practi¬ 
tioner  who  temporarily  takes 
the  place  of  another. 

Loeffler’s  Bacillus  (lef'ler). 
The  bacillus  of  diphtheria. 

Loin.  The  lateral  portion  of 
the  back  between  the  thorax 
and  pelvis. 

Longg'vity.  Long  life. 

Longings.  Pregnant  women 
often  conceive  fancies  for  un¬ 
usual  or  indigestible  articles  of 
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diet;  sometimes  for  such  un¬ 
desirable  things  as  coal, 
feathers,  etc.  These  longings 
are  also  known  as  pica  and  as 
malacia. 

Lordo'sis  (lor-do'-sis).  Undue 
curvature  of  the  spine  with 
the  convexity  forwards ;  an 
exaggeration  of  the  normal 
curve  of  the  lumbar  part  of 
the  spine. 

Lower  U'terine  Segment. 
That  portion  of  the  uterus, 
consisting  of  the  cervix  and 
the  lower  end  of  the  body, 
which  undergoes  dilation 
during  labour. 

Lud'wig’s  Angina  (lood'-vig). 
An  acute  inflammatory  condi¬ 
tion  in  the  sublingual  and 
submaxillary  regions. 

Lu'es  (lu'-es).  Syphilis. 

Lumba'go  (lum  -  ba' -  go).  A 
rheumatic  affection  of  the 
loins. 

Lum'bar.  Pertaining  to  the 
region  of  the  loins. 

Lumbar  puncture  is  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  tapping  the  cerebro¬ 
spinal  fluid  by  trocar  and 
cannula  in  the  lumbar  region. 

Lu'men.  The  cavity  inside  a 
tube. 

Lu'nar  Caus'tic.  Nitrate  of 
silver,  used  to  cauterise 
wounds,  or  arrest  the  growth 
of  exuberant  granulations. 

Lung5  (lungs).  The  two  organs 
of  respiration,  situated  in  the 
right  and  leR  sides  of  the 
cavity  of  the  chest. 

Lu'nula  (lu'-nu-la).  White 


crescent  at  the  root  of  the 
nail. 

Lu'pull  (lu'-pu-li).  Hops;  the 
tincture  is  a  sedative  and 
stimulant. 

Lu'pus  (lu'-pus).  A  tuberculous 
disease  of  the  skin,  most 
common  on  the  face  in  young 
people.  Treatment  by  Finsen 
light  and  X-rays  is  often  used. 

Lupus  Erythemato'sus.  A 
disease  usually  affecting  the 
face  in  the  region  of  the  eyes 
and  nose.  Is  often  very 
chronic.  Has  nothing  to  do 
with  ordinary  lupus  (lupus 
vulgaris),  and  is  not  due  to 
tuberculosis. 

Lying  In.  The  rest  in  bed  after 
delivery  which  is  usual  in  this 
country  for  at  least  ten  days. 
Savage  women  do  not  lie-in  at 
all ;  and  certain  continental  ob¬ 
stetricians  allow  their  patients 
to  get  up  •  at  considerably 
shorter  intervals  after  delivery. 

Lymph  (limf).  A  colourless, 
alkaline  fluid  found  in  the 
lymphatic  vessels. 

Lymphadeni'tis  (lim-fad-en- 
i'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
lymphatic  glands.  Tonics  and 
nourishing  diet. 

Lymphadeno'ma.  A  disease 
characterised  by  enlargement 
of  the  lymphatic  glands. 

Lymphangiectasia  (lim-fan- 
jai-ek'-ta-sis).  Dilated  state 
of  lymphatic  vessels. 

Lymphanglo'ma  (lim-fan-jai- 
o'-ma).  Tumour  composed  of 
lymphatic  vessels. 
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Lymphan'gioplasty.  An 

operation  for  the  relief  of 
lymphatic  obstruction. 

Lymphangi'tis.  Inflammation 
of  lymphatic  vessels. 

Lymph  at'  ics  /lim-fat'-iks). 
Small  vessels  pervading  the 
body,  and  containing  lymph. 

Lymph'ocytes.  One  of  the 
normal  varieties  of  white 
blood  corpuscles.  Lympho¬ 
cytosis,  excess  of  these  cells  in 
the  blood.  Lymphopenia. 
Deficiency  of  lymphocytes. 

Lympho'ma  (lim-fo'-ma),  A 
lymph  tumour. 

Lymphorrha'gia  (lim-for-ra'- 
ge-a).  Excessive  discharge 
of  lymph.  Bandaging  and 
astringents  may  be  used  as 
checks. 

Lymphosarco'ma.  A  sarcoma 
originating  in  lymphatic  tissue. 

Ly'sis  (li'-sis).  Gradual  decline 
of  a  fever. 

Lysol  (li'-sol).  A  powerful  anti¬ 
septic  derived  from  coal-tar. 
Usual  strength,  ^  to  i  drachm 
in  a  pint  of  water.  It  has  a 
solvent  action  on  grease  and 
mucus,  and  is  therefore  very 
useful  in  midwifery. 


M. 

Macera'tion.  The  softening  of 
a  solid  by  soaking  it  in  a  liquid  ; 
or  of  a  fcetus  which  has  died 
some  time  before  delivery. 

Macroceph'alous  (mak-ro-sef'- 
a-lus).  Very  large-headed. 
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Mac'rocytes  (mak'-ro-sites). 
Abnormally  large  corpuscles 
present  in  the  blood  in  anaemia. 

Macrodactyly  (mak-ro-dak' -te¬ 
le).  Enlargement  of  the  fingers. 

Macroglo'ssia.  Hypertrophy 
of  the  tonpue. 

Macroscop'ic-  Seen  by  the 
naked  eye. 

Mac'ula  (mak'-u-la).  A  spot. 

Madu  ra  Foot.  Mycetoma. 

Magne'sia  tmag-ne'-zhe-a).  A 
laxative,  and  antacid.  The 
sulphate  (Epsom  salts)  is  a 
common  aperient. 

Magneto-elec'trics  (mag'- 
ne-to  e-lek-trix).  The  science 
which  treats  of  electricity 
induced  by  magnets. 

Magnetother'a^  (mag-neto- 
ther'-a-pe).  Treatment  of 
disease  by  magnets. 

Malacosteon  Pelvis  (mal-a- 
kos'-te-on).  A  deformity  of 
the  pelvis,  due  to  softening 
and  bending  of  the  bones. 

Mala'cia  (ma-la'-se-a).  A  mor¬ 
bid  softening  of  tissue  and 
especially  of  bone  ;  also  morbid 
appetites  during  pregnancy. 
See  Longings. 

Mal'aise  (mal'-az).  A  general 
feeling  of  illness  or  discom¬ 
fort. 

Ma'lar  (ma'lar).  Relating  to 
the  cheekbone.  See  illustra¬ 
tion,  p.  137. 

Mala'ria(ma-la're-a).  A  disease 
due  to  a  parasite  introduced 
into  the  blood  by  certain  mos¬ 
quitoes.  See  Anopheles. 

Malaxa'tion  (mal-ak-sa'-shun). 
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Kneading  movement  used  in  | 
massage.  I 

Maligf'nant  (ma-lig'-nant).  An  j 
adjective  applied  to  very  j 
virulent  and  dangerous  forms  ! 
of  disease,  which  run  a  more  | 
rapid  course  than  the  milder  1 
forms.  A  malignant  tumour  • 
or  growth  is  one  which  if  not  ■ 
totally  removed  will  spread  | 
and  cause  similar  growths  in  j 
other  parts  of  the  body  until 
the  patient  dies :  in  other  | 
words,  a  cancer.  ! 

Malig'nant  Pus'tule.  An-  j 
thrax  contracted  from  cattle, 
causing  gangrenous  car-  ' 
buncle.  i 

Malin'gering  (ma-ling'-| 
ger-ing).  Shamming  sickness. 

Mallea'tion  (mal-le-a'-shun).  A 
form  of  St.  Vitus’  Dance,  in 
which  the  hands  perpetually 
hammer  against  the  knees. 

Maliein  (mal'-le-in).  A  serum 
obtained  from  cultures  of  the 
glanders  bacillus,  and  used  by 
injection  into  a  suspected 
animal  as  a  test  for  the 
disease. 

Malle'oliis  (mal-le'-o-lus).  The  ! 
projection  of  the  ankle-bone.  ; 

M  a  I '  I  e  u  5  (mal'-le-us).  A 
hammer-shaped  bone  of  the 
middle  ear.  See  Ear. 

Malpigrh'ian  Bodies  (mal-pe'-  | 
ge-an  bod-eez).  Small  capillary  | 
masses  in  the  structure  of  the  | 
kidney,  iwhich  play  a  leading 
part  in  the  excretion  of  urine. 

Malpresenta'tlon.  Un¬ 
usual  presentation  of  the 


foetus  at  birth;  for  instance, 
feet  first. 

Malt  (mawlt).  Grain  which  has 
begun  to  sprout,  and  has  then 
been  dried.  It  contains  a  fer¬ 
ment  (malt  diastase)  which 
converts  starch  into  sugar. 

Malta  Fever.  See  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Fever. 

Malt  Extract.  A  nutritive 
extract  given  to  children  with 
rickets,  or  otherwise  weakly, 
and  the  value  of  which  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  diastatic  fer¬ 
ment  which  it  contains.  See 
Malt. 

Mal'tine  (mawl'-teen).  A  good 
preparation  of  malt. 

Malu'nion.  Faulty  union  of 
divided  tissues,  as  of  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  a  broken  bone. 

Mam'mae  (mam'-me).  The 
breasts,  or  milk  -  supplying 
glands. 

Mam'mary  (mam'-ma-re).  Re¬ 
lating  to  the  breasts. 

MammilTa  (mam-mil'-la).  The 
nipple. 

Mammi'tis  (mam-mi'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  breasts, 
most  commonly  occurs  during 
lactation.  Same  as  mastitis. 

M  a  m  '  m  o  s  e  (mam'-mose). 
Having  large  breasts. 

Man'dible  (man'-de-bl),  The 
lower  jaw.  See  illustration, 

P-  137-  ,  ,  -  - 

Ma'nia.  A  form  of  insanity 
characterized  by  excessive, 
though  perverted,  mental 
activity. 
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Ma'nia  e  po'tu.  Drink  mad¬ 
ness  ;  delirium  tremens. 

ManTkin  (man'-e-kin).  A  small 
representation  of  the  human 
body  used  for  teaching  pur¬ 
poses. 

Manipula'tion  (ma-nip-u-la'- 
shun).  Handling,  rubbing  and 
working  with  the  hands  to 
procure  some  healing  result. 

Man'na  (man'-na).  A  sweet 
stuff,  slightly  aperient,  given 
to  infants  troubled  with  con¬ 
stipation. 

ManS'meter.  An  instrumeni; 
for  measuring  the  pressure  of 
gases  and  liquids. 

Manual  (man'-new-al)  (adjec¬ 
tive).  Done  by  hand :  thus 
manual  removal  of  the  pla¬ 
centa  is  occasionallynecessary, 
but  should  never  be  attempted 
except  by  a  qualified  medical 
practitioner. 

Manubrium  Ster'ni.  The 
uppermost  part  of  the  sternum 
(which  see). 

Man'us.  Latin  for  hand. 

Maras'mus(ma-ras'-mus).  Pro¬ 
gressive  emaciation. 

Marrow.  The  soft  substance 
which  fills  the  medullary  canal 
of  a  long  bone  and  the  small 
spaces  in  cancellous  bone.  The 
red  cells  of  the  blood  are 
formed  in  the  marrow. 

Marshall  Hall’s  Method.  A 
method  of  restoring  the  appar¬ 
ently  drowned  by  rolling  the 
body  over  from  the  back  on  to 
the  side,  and  pressing  the  chest 
on  the  raised  side. 
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Marshall  Hall’s  Method  of  Re¬ 
suscitation. 


Martin’s  Bandage.  A  rubber 
bandage  for  varicose  veins  and 
chronic  ulcers.  When  taken  off 
sponge  the  bandage  with 
plenty  of  cold  water  and  hang 
in  the  air  to  dry. 

Mason’s  Gag.  A  mouth  gag 
much  used  by  anassthetists. 


Mas'sage(ma'-saje).  Scientific 
rubbing  and  manipulation 
of  the  body  ;  strengthens 
the  tissues  and  restores 
tone  generally,  acting  as 
mild  and  thorough  exercise 
for  the  patient.  All  movements 
are  from  the  extremities  to¬ 
wards  the  heart,  and  consist 
of  kneading,  rolling,  beating, 
and  rubbing  movements. 
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See  Effleurage,  Hacking, 
Petrissage,  Tapotement. 
Masse'ter  (mas-se'-ter).  A 
strong  facial  muscle  which 
moves  the  lower  jaw. 


Masseur'  (mas-ser').  A  male  i 
practitioner  of  massage. 

Masseuse'  (mas-serz').  A  fe-  I 
male  practitioner  of  massage.  | 

Massother'apy(mas-soth-er'-a-  j 
pe).  Treatment  of  disease  by 
massage. 

Mastica'tion.  The  act  of  biting 
up  the  food.  j 

Masti'tis  (mas-ti'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  breast. 

Mastocarcino'ma  (mas-to-kar- 
se-no'-ma).  Carcinoma  of  the 
breast. 

Mastodyn'ia  (mas-to-din'-e-a). 
Pain  in  the  breasts. 

Mastoid.  Literally,  breast-like. 
The  mastoid  process  is  the  pro¬ 
jecting  portion  of  bone  behind 
the  ear ;  it  contains  a  hollow 
air-space,  known  as  the  mas¬ 
toid  antrum;  suppuration  in 
this  is  known  as  mastoid 
disease. 


Mastoidi'tis.  Inflammation  of 
the  mastoid  antrum  and  cells. 

Masto'sis  (mas-to'-sis).  Tu¬ 
mour  of  the  breast. 

Masturba'tion  (mas  -  ter  -  ba'  - 
shun).  Manual  production  of 
sexual  excitement. 

Mate  (ma-ta).  Paraguay  tea  ; 
useful  iil»indigestion. 

Mate'ria  Med'ica.  The  branch 
of  medical  science  which  deals 
with  the  character  and  use  of 
drugs. 

Mati'co  (mat-e'-ko).  A  plant 
used  as  a  tonic  and  styptic  ; 
chiefly  in  kidney  cases. 

Ma'trix.  The  womb,  or  uterus. 

Matura'tion  (mat-u-ra'-shun). 
Ripening :  the  process  of  be¬ 
coming  fully  developed. 

Matu'tinal  (mat-u'-ti-nal).  Per- 
taining  to  the  morning. 

Maxil'Ia.  The  upper  jaw-bone 


Diagram  showing  Maxilla. 


Maxillary  (mak-sil'-a-re).  Per 
taining  to  the  maxilla. 
Mea'sles  (me'-zlz).  An  infec¬ 
tious  disease  common  in 
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children.  Early  symptoms 
are  headache,  running  at  the 
eyes  and  nose,  sore  throat, 
cough  and  rise  in  temperature. 
The  rash  appears  on  the 
fourth  day,  about  the  neck  and 
behind  the  ears,  gradually 
spreading  to  the  rest  of  the 
body  and  extremities.  The 
normal  is  reached  about  the 
seventh  or  ninth  day.  Most 
infectious  period  is  before  the 
rash  appears.  German  measles 
is  a  milder  and  quite  different 
disease. 

Meat  Juice.  Often  ordered  for 
infants  with  diarrhoea.  Cut 
up  two  ounces  of  beef-fillet, 
place  in  teacup  with  one  and  a 
half  tablespoons  of  cold  water, 
leave  for  two  hours,  squeeze 
tightly  through  muslin,  sweet¬ 
en  with  sugar  and  administer. 

Mea'tus  (me-a'-tus).  An  opening 
into  a  passage. 

Mechanism  of  Labour  (mek' 
an-ism).  The  series  of  forces 
which  act  upon  the  fcetus  while 
it  is  being  driven  through  the 
birth  canal,  with  the  resist¬ 
ances  to  those  forces,  and  the 
resulting  effects  of  both  upon 
the  attitude  and  movements  of 
the  foetus. 

Mechan'o  -  Therapeu'tics. 
Massage,  and  other  mechani¬ 
cal  forms  of  treatment. 

Meckel’s  Divertic'ulum.  A 
small  blind  protrusion  occa¬ 
sionally  found  in  the  human 
intestine.  In  rare  cases  it 
produces  acute  intestinal  ob¬ 


struction  by  strangulating  an 
adjacent  coil  of  gut. 

Meco'nium  (me-ko'-ne-um)._  A 
black,  sticky  substance  voided 
from  the  bowels  of  an  infant 
during  the  first  day  or  two  after 
its  birth. 

Me'dian  ,me'-de-an)._  In  the 
middle.  M.  line,  an  imaginary 
longitudinal  line  dividing  the 
body  down  the  centre. 
nerve,  one  of  the  principal 
nerves  of  the  arm. 

Mediasti'num  (me  -  de  ■  as  -  ti'- 
num).  The  space  in  the  chest 
between  the  two  pleural  sacs. 

Me'diate (me'-de-ate).  Indirect; 
accomplished  by  means  of  a 
medium  ;  thus  mediate  auscul¬ 
tation  is  performed  with  a 
stethoscope. 

Med'icai  Jurispru'dence. 
Medicine  as  it  is  connected 
with  the  law ;  for  instance,  in 
cases  of  suicide  or  murder. 

Medica'ment.  Any  medicinal 
drug  or  application. 

Med'ico-chirur'gical.  Re¬ 
lating  to  both  medicine  and 
surgery. 

MSditerra'nean  Fever.  An 

infective  disease  of  semi- 
tropical  countries,  transferred 
through  goat’s  milk.  Same  as 
Malta  Fever. 

Med'inal.  A  hypnotic  drug. 

MeduMa.  Latin  for  marrow. 

MedulTa  Oblonga'ta.  The 
enlarged  portion  of  the  spinal 
cord  where  it  enters  the  base 
of  the  brain.  See  Brain. 
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Medul'lary  (me-dul'-la-re).  Re-  j 
lating  to  the  marrow.  I 

Mee'aloblast.  An  abnorm¬ 
ally  large  nucleated  blood  cell,  j 
Megaloblasts  occur  in  the  blood 
in  pernicious  anaemia.  Also 
known  as  macrocytes. 

Me'grim  (me'-grim),  A  periodi¬ 
cal  headache  confined  to  one 
side  of  the  head.  Hemicrania; 
migraine. 

Meibo'mean  Glands.  Sebace¬ 
ous  glands  of  the  eyelids,  See  I 
also  Chalazion. 

Melfle'na  (mel-e'-na).  A  dis¬ 
charge  of  black  blood  from  the 
bowels. 

MglanchoTia  (mel-an-ko'-le-a).  | 
Morbid  depression,  a  form  of  j 
insanity.  Watch  for  constipa¬ 
tion.  Remember  never  to  j 
leave  melancholic  patients  ! 
alone,  as  they  are  particularly 
prone  to  attempt  suicide. 

Melanis'mus  (mel-an-is'-mus).  j 
Black  jaundice. 

Melano'ma  (mel-an-o'-ma).  A  j 
tumour  containing  black  pig¬ 
ment. 

Melano'sis  (mel-an-o'-sis). 
Black  spots  in  the  tissues. 

MelanO'tic.  Blackish.  Melan¬ 
otic  sarcoma  or  carcinoma  is 
a  malignant  growth  contain¬ 
ing  granules  of  black  pigment, 

Melanu'ria  (mel-an-u'-re-a). 
The  discharge  of  darkly  stained 
urine. 

Melas'tna  (me-las'ma).  Dark 
pigmentation  of  the  skin. 

Mem'brane  (mem'-brane).  A 
thin  expanding  tissue  lining 


the  cavities  of  the  body. 
False  membrane  is  a  growth 
caused  by  inflammation,  as  in 
diphtheria. 

Mendel’s  Law.  A  theory  that 
the  offspring  do  not  inherit  the 
characteristics  of  the  parents  in 
equal  or  intermediate  propor¬ 
tions.  but  that  certain  char¬ 
acteristics  of  each  parent  are 
predominant,  and  are  therefore 
transmitted  to  the  offspring  in 
full  measure. 

Meniere’s  Disease  (ma-ne-er'). 
Giddiness  resulting  from 
disease  of  the  internal  ear  or 
the  equilibrating  mechanism 
of  the  brain. 

Menin'geal  (or  men-in-jee'al). 
Pertaining  to  the  meninges. 

Menin'ges  (me-nin'-jeez).  The 
membranes  of  the  brain. 

Meningi'tis  (men-in-ji'tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  membranes 
of  the  brain,  a  serious  disease, 
often  ending  fatally. 

Menin'gocele  (men-in'-go- 
sele).  Protrusion  of  the  men¬ 
inges  through  the  skull. 

Menin'gococ'cus.  A  micro¬ 
organism,  the  cause  of  cere¬ 
brospinal  fever. 

Men!  n' go  -  enceph '  alocele 
(men-in'-go-en-sef'-al  -  o  -  sele). 
Protrusion  of  meninges  and 
brain  through  the  skull. 

Me' no  pa  use  (me'n-o-pawz). 
Change  of  life  ;  the  cessa¬ 
tion  of  the  menses,  occurring 
about  the  forty-fifth  year. 

Menorrha'gia  (men-o-ra'je-a). 
Excessive  flow  of  the  menses. 
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Men'ses  (men'-sez).  The  men¬ 
strual  flow. 

Menstrua'tion  (men-stru-a'- 
shun).  Monthly  discharge 
from  the  uterus,  which  occurs 
in  healthy  females  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  45. 

Men'tal.  i.  Pertaining  to  the 
mind.  2.  Pertaining  to  the 
chin. 

Men'thol  (men'-thol).  A  local 
anodyne  and  antiseptic. 

Men'to-anter'ior.  The  ordin¬ 
ary  kind  of  face  presentation, 
with  the  chin  to  the  front,  i.e.. 
towards  the  maternal  pubes. 

Mento'=poster'ior.  Having 
the  chin  behind.  A  term  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  variety  of  face  pre¬ 
sentation;  unless  this  presen¬ 
tation  resolves  naturally  into 
a  mento-anterior,  or  can  be  so 
changed  by  the  obstetrician, 
delivery  is  practically  impos¬ 
sible  except  by  first  perforat¬ 
ing  the  skull. 

Mercu'rialism  (mer-ku'-re-al- 
izm).  Chronic  poisoning  by 
mercury  occasionally  is  seen  as 
a  result  of  continuous  adminis¬ 
tration  of  mercury  for  medical 
purposes.  Also  occurs  in 
workmen  who  labour  on  the 
metal,  or  inhale  its  vapours. 
The  stools  are  green,  and 
should  be  kept  for  inspection. 
The  teeth  become  loose,  the 
gums  sore,  the  skin  brown. 

Mer'cury  (mer'-ku-re).  An 
alterative  and  purgative  given 
hypodermically  and  internally 
in  cases  of  syphilis  and  in  skin 
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diseases.  Its  salts  are  poison¬ 
ous,  and  the  antidotes  are 
white  of  egg  and  milk  and 
water.  See  Mercurialism 
AND  Calomel. 

Mesenceph'alon  (mes-en-seP- 
a-lon).  The  middle  brain. 

Mesenteric  (mes'-en-ter'-ik). 
Pertaining  to  the  mesentery. 

Mgs'entery  (mes'-en-ter-e).  A 
large  fold  of  the  peritoneum 
to  which  the  small  intestines 
are  attached. 


Diagram  showing  Mesentery, 
a  duodenum  e  Appendix  ver- 

miformis. 

b  mesentery  f  Mickel’s  di- 
c  small  intes-  verticulum 

tine  g  large  intestine 

d  caecum  h  rectum 

Me'sial  Line.  Same  as  the 
median  line. 

Mes'merism  (mez'-mer-izm). 

Hypnotism  (which  see). 
Mesocolon  (mes-o-ko'-lon). 
The  fold  of  the  peritoneum 
attached  to  the  colon. 
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Mfisome'trium  (mes-o-me'- 
tre-um).  The  broad  ligaments 
which  attach  the  uterus  to  the 
sides  of  the  pelvis. 

Mesothorium.  A  metal  having 
properties  akin  to  those  of 
radium. 

Metabfil'ic  (met-a-bol'-ik). 
Pertaining  to  metabolism. 

Meta'bolism  (met-a'-bol-izm). 
The  changes  in  the  tissues  of 
an  animal  due  to  the  fact  that 
it  is  alive. 

Metacar'pus  (met-a-kar'-pus). 
The  five  bones  of  the  hand 
joining  the  fingers  to  the 
wTist. 


Metamorpho'sis.  Transform¬ 
ation. 

Metas'tasis  (me-tas'-ta-sis). 
Transfer  or  spreading  of  a 
disease  from  one  organ  to 
another  which  is  remote. 

Metatarsalgia  (met'-a-tar-sal'- 
je-a).  Pain  in  the  fore  part  of 
the  foot. 

Metatnr'sus  (met-a-tar'-sus). 


The  five  bones  of  the  foot  be¬ 
tween  the  tarsus  and  the  toes. 


Methaemoglo'bin.  A  com¬ 
pound  of  haemoglobin  with 
oxygen. 

Methaemoglobinu'ria  (meth- 
e-mo-glo-bin-uTi-ah).  The 
passage  of  methaemoglobin  in 
the  urine. 

Meth'ylated  Spirit.  Ordinary 
ethyl  alcohol  to  which  some 
methyl  alcohol  has  been  added 
in  order  to  give  it  a  nauseous 
taste  and  odour. 

Meth'ylene  Bichlo'ride.  An 
anaesthetic,  now  fallen  into 
disuse. 

Meth^ylene  Blue.  A  dye 
which  is  also  used  as  an  anti¬ 
septic. 

Meth'yl  Sal  icylate.  The  ac¬ 
tive  principle  of  gaultherium 
oil  (oil  of  wintergreen).  Used 
as  an  external  application  for 
the  relief  of  pain  in  the 
joints. 

Me'tra  (me'-tra).  The  womb. 
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Metrargia(me-tral'-je-a).  Pain 
in  the  womb. 

Me'tre  (me'-ter).  A  measure  of 
length,  containing  loo  centi¬ 
metres,  and  equal  to  39'37i 
inches. 

Metreuryn'ter.  An  instrument 
for  dilating  the  uterine  cavity : 
e.g.,  a  De  Ribes’  bag. 

Metric  System.  A  system  of 
weights  and  measures  having 
the  metre  as  a  basis  of  length. 

Metri'tis.  Inflammation  of  the 
womb. 

Metrophlebi'tis(me-tro-fle-bi'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
veins  of  the  womb. 

Metrorrha'gia  (met-ro-ra'-je- 
a).  Bleeding  from  the  uterus, 
other  than  at  the  period. 

Met'roscope  (met'-ro-skope). 
An  instrument  used  to  detect 
pregnancy,  by  listening  for  the 
foetal  heart. 

Mi'asm,  Mias'ma.  A  poison¬ 
ous  smell. 

Michel’s  Clips.  Small  metal 
clips  used  for  suturing  skin 


Michel's  Clip. 

wounds  after  surgical  opera¬ 
tions.  A  special  forceps  is 
necessary  for  their  removal. 

142 


Mi'crobes  (mi'-krobes).  Bac¬ 
teria  (which  see).  Minute 
vegetable  organisms  belonging 
to  the  group  of  Schizomycetes, 
or  fission  fungi. 

Microcephal'ic.  Having  an  ab¬ 
normally  small  head. 

Micrococci  (mi-kro-kok'-ki). 
Microbes  of  circular  shape. 

Microni'eter  (mi-krom'-e-ter). 
A  small  instrument  attached 
to  a  microscope,  for  making 
minute  measurements. 

Micro-or'ganism.  Any  micro¬ 
scopic  plant  or  animal. 

Microphthal'mos.  Abnormal 
smallness  of  the  eyes. 

Microp'sia.  A  defect  of  vision 
in  which  objects  appear  smaller 
than  they  really  are. 

Mi'croscope  (mi'-kro-skope_). 
An  instrument  which  magni¬ 
fies  minute  objects  invisible 
to  the  naked  eye. 

Mi'crotome  (mi'-kro-tome).  An 
instrument  for  cutting  fine 
sections  for  microscopic  ex¬ 
amination. 

Micturit'ion  (mik-tu-rish'-un). 
The  act  of  passing  urine. 

Mid'riff  (mid'- rif).  The 
diaphragm  or  muscle  which 
divides  the  chest  from  the 
abdomen.  See  Diaphragm. 

Mid’wife.  A  woman  who 
conducts  the  confinement  of 
another.  Bv  the  Midwives 
Act  of  igo2  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board  is  required  to 
keep  a  roll  of  those  allowed  to 
practice  as  midwives  for  gain  ; 
and  admission  to  this  roll  can 
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Microscope, 

a  eye-piece  d  stage 

b  fine  adjust-  e  diaphragm 

ment 

c  objective  f  mirror 

only  be  obtained  by  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  regulations  of 
the  Board.  The  Board  has 
also  power  to  remove  the  name 
of  any  midwife  from  the  roll 
for  proved  misconduct  or 
breach  of  the  regulations  made 
by  the  Board. 

Mid'wifery.  Obstetrics;  the 
knowledge  necessary  to  per¬ 
forming  the  duties  of  a  mid¬ 
wife. 

Mleraine  (me-grane').  See 
Megrim. 

Milla'ria(mil-e-a'-re-a).  Prickly 
heat ;  an  affection  due  to  sweat 
secretion  and  want  of  action  of 
the  skin. 

Miriary.  Like  millet  seed.  Thus 


I  miliary  tuberculosis  is  an  acute 
'  form  of  infection  in  which  the 
tissues  are  studded  with  small 
tubercles  so  as  to  resemble  a 
mass  of  millet  seeds. 

Milk.  The  fluid  secreted  by 
the  breasts,  or  mammary 
glands,  of  all  female  mam¬ 
malia  for  the  nourishment  of 
their  young.  The  average 
composition  of  human  milk  is 
roughly;  water,  87  per  cent.; 
fat,  4  per  cent.;  milk  sugar,  6 
percent.;  casein,  i  percent.; 
albumen,  1*2  per  cent. ;  salts,  ‘5 
per  cent.  It  is  neutral  or 
slightly  alkaline  in  reaction, 
and  has  a  specfic  gravity  of 
1026  to  1036. 

Cow’s  milk  has  an  average 
composition  of:  water,  87  per 
cent.;  fat,  3‘6  per  cent.;  milk 
sugar,  4‘5  per  cent. ;  casein,  3*5 
per  cent. ;  albumen,  o’5  per 
cent.;  salts,  07  per  cent.  It 
is  neutral  or  slightly  acid,  and 
has  a  specific  gravity  of  1030 
to  1036. 

Milk  Sugar,  See  Lactose. 

Milk  Teeth.  The  first  set  of 
teeth.  See  Teeth. 

Milliampere  (mil'-I-ahm-per), 
One  thousandth  part  of  an 
ampere. 

Mil'ligram.  One  thousandth 
part  of  a  gram. 

Millimetre.  One  thousandth 
part  of  a  metre. 

Min'Im.  The  sixtieth  part  of 
a  fluid  drachm ;  practically 
one  drop. 
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Mio'sis  (mi-o'-sis).  Abnormal 
smallness  of  the  pupils. 

Miot'ic.  A  drug  which  pro¬ 
duces  miosis. 

Miscar'riage.  Abortion. 

Missed  Abortion.  The  reten¬ 
tion  of  an  embryo  within  the 
womb  for  a  long  period  after 
its  death. 

Missed  Labour.  Retention  of 
the  dead  foetus  in  the  uterus 
beyond  the  normal  period  of 
gestation. 

Mith'ridatism  (mith'- re  -  da- 
tizm).  Poison  proof,  from 

long  acquaintance  with  a  drug. 

Mi'tral  Valve.  The  valve  of 
the  heart  between  the  left 
auricle  and  the  left  ventricle. 

Mo'dus  Operan'dI.  The 

method  of  operating. 

Mogigra'phia  (mod-je-gra'- 
fe-a).  Writer’s  cramp. 

MoTar  Teeth.  The  grinders, 
big  double  teeth  at  the  back 
of  the  jaw,  twelve  in  number. 
See  Teeth. 

Mole.  In  obstetric  practice,  a 
tumour  composed  of  coagu¬ 
lated  blood,  fcEtal  membranes 
and  the  embryo:  due  to  has- 
morrhage  into  a  gestation  sac, 
and  followed  sooner  or  later 
by  abortion. 

Molli'ties  Os'sium  (mol-lish'- 
i-eez  os'-se-um).  Undue  soft¬ 
ness  of  the  bones,  so  that  they 
bend  or  break  very  readily 

Mollus'cum.  Skin  disease, 
either  contagiosum,  common 
in  childhood,  or  fibrosum, 
involving  the  formation  of 

144 


over-growths  of  fibro-cellular 
tissue. 

Mbnoc'ular  (mo-nok'-u-lar). 
Relating  to  one  eye  only. 

Mon 'o  graph  (mon'-o-graf). 
Book  on  one  subject  only. 

Monoma'nia  (mon-o-ma'ne-a). 
Mad  on  one  subject  only. 

Monople'gia  (mon-o-ple'-ge-a). 
Paralysis  of  one  limb  or  one 
side  of  the  face  only. 

Monor'chid,  Monor'chis. 
Having  only  one  testicle. 

Mon'ster.  A  creature  born  of 
woman  but  so  malformed  as 
to  have  but  slight  resemblance 
to  a  human  being. 

Mons  Ven'eris.  The  emi¬ 
nence  just  over  the  os  pubis 
in  women. 

Montgomery’s  Follicles. 
Small  prominences  about  the 
nipple,  which  become  more 
evident  during  pregnancy  and 
lactation.  See  also  Areola. 

Mooren’s  Ulcer.  An  ulceration 
of  the  cornea  which  starts  at 
some  point  near  the  edge  and 
creeps  round  the  circumference 
until  it  completes  the  circuit : 
the  centre  of  the  cornea,  thus 
cut  off  from  its  blood  supply, 
frequently  sloughs. 

Mor'bid.  Unnatural,  diseased. 

MorbilTi.  Measles. 

Morbus.  Latin  for  disease. 

Mor  bus  Coeruleus  (see-ru'-le- 
us).  Congenital  heart  disease. 

MorcelTement  (mor-sel-mon'-) 
Removal  of  a  tumour  piece, 
meal. 
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Morgue  (morg).  A  public  I 
mortuary, 

MSr'ibund  (mor'-e-bundj.  In  a 
dying  state. 

Alorning  Sickness.  See  Vom¬ 
iting  OF  Pregnancy.  i 

Mor'phine  (mor'-fin).  A  veget¬ 
able  alkaloid  obtained  from 
opium,  used  as  a  sedative  or 
anodyne, 

Mor'phinlsm  (mor'-fin-izm).  j 
Chronic  poisoning  from  in-  I 
dulgence  m  the  drug.  j 

Morphinoma'nia.  A  morbid  ! 
and  insurmountable  craving  j 
for  morphia  which  is  induced  ' 
by  habitual  indulgence  in  the 
drug.  • 

Morphol'ogy.  The  science  of 
form  and  structure  of  organ-  i 
isms. 

Morphce'a  (mor-fe'-a).  A  spot 
on  the  skin,  significant  of 
scleroderma. 

Mors.  Latin  for  death. 

Mortifica'tion  (mor-ti-fe-ka'-  | 
shun).  The  death  of  a  part, 
gangrene.  Always  serious ;  ! 
the  nurse  must  pay  great  | 
attention  to  cleanliness,  and  I 
use  disinfectants.  ' 

Mor'tuary  (mor'-tu-a-re).  A 
place  where  dead  bodies  are 
kept. 

Mo'tlons  (mo'shuns).  The 
evacuations  of  the  bowels, 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  | 
nurse  to  note  on  her  nursing  1 
chart  in  every  case,  and  call 
the  attention  of  the  doctor  if 
they  exceed  2  in  the  24  hours 


(except  in  children),  or  if  the 
patient  goes  more  than  24 
hours  without  passing  any. 
The  nurse  should  also  note  if 
they  are  streaked  with  blood, 
contain  mucus,  or  undigested 
food,  or  worms  The  colour 
should  be  noticed ;  it  is  like 
pea  soup  in  typhoid,  light  in 
jaundice,  green  in  mercurial- 
ism.  When  ordered  to  be 
kept  for  inspection,  the  motion 
should  be  put  in  a  glass  jar  and 
a  piece  of  glass  put  over  the 
top. 

Mo'tor  Nerves.  Those  nerves 
which,  passing  from  a  nerve 
centre,  convey  an  order  of 
motion ;  the  opposite  to 
sensory  nerves,  which,  pass¬ 
ing  to  a  nerve  centre,  convey 
a  sensation. 

Mould.  Any  minute  fungus. 

Moulding  (mole'-ding).  The 
alteration  in  shape  of  the  in¬ 
fant’s  head  produced  by  the 
pressure  it  is  subjected  to 
whilst  being  driven  through 
the  birth  canal.  The  moulding 
is  normally  such  as  to  facili¬ 
tate  delivery  ;  it  passes  off  in  a 
few  days  after  birth. 

Movements  (Fcetal).  Move¬ 
ments  of  the  foetus  inside  the 
uterus  may  be  appreciated  by 
the  mother  herself  or  by  palpa¬ 
tion  of  the  uterus  through  the 
abdominal  w'alls  from  about 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth 
month  of  pregnancy  onwards. 
They  are  proof  positive  that 
the  child  is  still  alive. 
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Mu'cilage  (mu'-sil-laje).  Aque¬ 
ous  solution  of  gum  acacia. 

Mu'cocele  (mu'-ko-sele).  A  cyst 
distended  with  mucus.  Especi¬ 
ally  applied  to  a  distension  of 
the  lacrimal  sac. 

Mu'coid  (mu'-coid).  Resem¬ 
bling  mucus. 

Mucous  (mew'-kuss).  A  surface 
which  secretes  mucus.  Mucous 
polypus,  a  small  outgrowth 
from  the  mucous  surface  of  the 
cervix  uteri. 

Mu'cous  Mem'brane.  The 
lining  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
air  passages,  and  urinogeni- 
tary  organs  :  merges  ^  into 
true  skin  at  the  various  orifices 
of  these  canals. 

Mu'’cus(mu'-kus).  A  viscid  fluid 
of  the  body  secreted  by  the 
mucous  membranes.  Mucus 
in  the  urine  shows  as  a  trans¬ 
parent,  cloudy  sediment, 
easily  dispersed  by  shaking 
the  vessel. 

Multiloc'ular  (mul-te-lok'-u- 
lar).  Having  many  cells. 

Multip'ara  (mul-tip'-a-ra),  A 
woman  who  has  had  more 
than  one  child. 

Multiple  Pregnancy.  Twins, 
triplets,  or  any  larger  number 
of  foetuses  gestated  together  by 
one  mother. 

Mumps  (mumps).  Infectious 
parotitis.  A  highly  infectious 
swelling  of  the  salivary  glands. 
This  disease  has  the  longest 
incubation  period  of  any  of 
the  infective  fevers,  viz.,  nine¬ 
teen  to  twenty-one  days,  and 


quarantine  must  therefore  be 
most  carefully  enforced.  A 
complication  not  uncommon 
is  acute  swelling  of  the  testes 
with  great  pain;  and  occasion¬ 
ally  acute  ovaritis  is  seen  in 
females. 

Muriat'ic  Acid  (mu-re-at'-ik 
as-id).  Another  name_  for 
hydrochloric  acid.  Aids  diges¬ 
tion.  Should  be  given  through 
a  tube  and  the  teeth  after¬ 
wards  cleansed  with  some 
alkali. 

Mur'mur.  A  sound  of  the 
heart  or  the  lungs  heard  upon 
auscultation. 

Murphy’s  Button.  A  metallic 
instrument  formerly  much 
used  for  facilitating  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  intestinal  anastomosis 
(now  obsolete). 


Murphy’s  Button. 

Mus'cae  Volitan'tes  (mus'-se). 
Spots  or  filaments  which  float 
in  the  vitreous  humour  of  the 
eye  and  which  are  visible  to 
the  patient. 

Mus'carine  (mus'-kar-in).  A 
poisonous  alkaloid  which  is  a 
product  of  putrefaction,  and  is 
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occasionally  found  in  mush¬ 
rooms. 

Mus'cle(mus'-sl).  Strong  tissue 
of  the  body,  capable  of  great 
contraction,  and  the  means 
by  which  the  limbs  are  moved. 

Mus'culo-spir'al  Nerve.  A 
nerve  of  the  arm. 

Mute.  Without  the  power  of 
speech.  Dumb. 

Myal'ffia  (mi-al'-ge-a).  Pain  in 
the  muscles. 

Myasthe'nia  (mi-as-the'-ne-a). 
Debility  of  the  muscles. 

Myceto'sna  (mi-se-to'-ma).  Also 
known  as  Madura  foot.  A  tro¬ 
pical  disease  due  to  infection 
with  a  vegetable  parasite  akin  to 
that  of  actinomycosis.  The  part 
affected — most  commonly  the 
foot  —  becomes  the  seat  of 
chronic  inflammatory  swelling 
with  formation  of  ulcers  and 
sinuses. 

Myco'sis  (mi-ko'-sis).  A  fungus 
growth. 

M  y  d  r  i '  a  s  i  8  (mid-re'-a-sis). 
Increase  in  the  size  of  the 
pupil  of  the  eye. 

Mydriat'ics  (mid-re-at'-iks). 
Drugs  which  dilate  the  pupil 
the  eye.  ; 

Myeli'tls  (mi-e-li'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  spinal  cord,  i 

My'elocele  (mi'-el-o-sele).  A  ' 
spina  bifida  in  which  the  sac 
contains  a  portion  of  the 
spinal  cord. 

My'eloid  (mi'-e-loyd).  Like 
marrow. 

Myelo'ma  (mi  -  el  -  o' -  ma).  A  j 
tumour  of  bone  marrow. 


M3dasls  (mi-eye'-a-sis).  Infec¬ 
tion  with  larv®  of  any  kind  of 
fly. 

Myocar'dial  (mi-o-kar'-de-al). 
Pertaining  to  the  muscle  of 
the  heart. 

Myocardl'tls  (mi-o-car-di'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  muscular 
tissue  of  the  heart.  Often 
follows  acute  rheumatism, 

Myoc'Ionus  (mi-ok'-lo-nus).  A 
condition  marked  by  clonic  con¬ 
tractions  of  one  or  more  groups 
of  muscles, 

Myo'ma  (mi-o'-ma).  Any 
tumour  composed  of  muscular 
tissue. 

Myomec'tomy  (mi-o-mek'-to- 
me).  Removal  of  a  fibroid 
from  the  uterus  without  re¬ 
moval  of  the  uterus  itself. 

Myop'athy  (mi-op'-ath-e).  Any 
disease  of  a  muscle. 

Myo'pia  (mi-o'-pe-a).  Short¬ 
sightedness. 

Myope  (mi'-ope).  A  short¬ 
sighted  person.  Myopic,  per¬ 
taining  to  shortsightedness. 

Myosarco'ma  (mi-o-sar-ko'- 
ma).  A  tumour,  muscular 
and  sarcomatous. 

Myo'sis  (mi-o'-sis).  Contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  pupil  of  the  ej'e. 

Myosl'tls  (mi-o-si'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  a  muscle. 

Myot'ics  (mi-ot'-iks).  Drugs 
which  cause  the  pupil  to  con¬ 
tract. 

Myot'omy  (mi-ot'-o-me).  Cut¬ 
ting  through  a  muscle. 

Myringl'tis  (mir-in-ji'-tis).  In- 
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flammation  of  the  drum  of  the 
ear. 

Myringot'orny  (mi-rin-got'-o- 
me).  Incision  of  the  drum  of 
the  ear,  performed  when  the 
presence  of  pus  is  suspected 
in  the  middle  ear  behind  the 
drum. 

Myrrh  (mir).  A  stimulating 
and  tonic  gum-resin  of  pleasant 
odour. 

Myxoede'ma  (miks-e-de'-ma). 
A  jelly-like  form  of  dropsy  due 
to  deficient  action  of  the  thyroid 
gland.  The  skin  becomes  dry, 
the  hair  thin.  The  patient 
speaks  and  moves  slowly,  and 
is  unusually  susceptible  to  cold. 
Often  treated  with  doses  of 
thyroid  gland,  usually  of  sheep, 
given  in  tabloid  form.  The 
disease  is  most  common  in 
women. 

Myxo'ma  (miks-o'-ma).  A 
tumour  composed  of  myxomat¬ 
ous  (mucoid)  tissue. 

Myxosarco'ma(miks-o-sar-ko'- 
ma).  A  sarcoma  containing 
tissue  of  a  mucoid  character. 


N. 

Naboth’s  Glands  (nah'-bote). 
Small  glandular  bodies  situ¬ 
ated  at  the  neck  of  the  uterus. 

Naegele’s  Obliquity  (na'-gel-e). 
Tilting  of  the  foetal  head  to¬ 
wards  one  or  other  shoulder  as 
it  enters  the  brim  of  the  pel¬ 
vis  ;  by  this  attitude  a  slightly 
smaller  transverse  diameter  of 


the  head  is  presented  to  the 
brim. 

Nae'vus  (nee'-vus).  A  birth¬ 
mark  due  to  a  mass  of  dilated 
veins  or  arteries,  usuallv  very 
tiny  ones. 

Na'nus  (na'-nus).  A  dwarf. 

Nape.  The  back  of  the  neck. 

Naph'thalin  (naf'-tha-lin).  An 
antiseptic  and  expectorant  de¬ 
rived  from  coal-tar. 

Nar'colepsy  (nar'-co-lep-se).  An 
abnormal  condition  marked  by 
recurrent  states  of  profound 
sleep. 

Narcoma'nia.  An  incontrol- 
able  desire  for  narcotics. 

Narco'sis  (nar-ko'-sis).  A  state 
of  unconsciousness  produced 
by  the  use  of  narcotics. 

NarcOt'ic  (nar-kot'-ik).  A  medi¬ 
cine  which  induces  sleep. 

Na'res  (na'-reez).  The  nostrils. 

Na'sal  (na'-sal).  Relating  to 
the  nose. 

Nas'cent  (nas'-sent).  At  the 
moment  of  birth. 

Nasopharyn'geal  (or  nay'-zo- 
far-in-je'-al).  Pertaining  to 
the  nasopharynx. 

Nasophar'ynx  (nay'-zo-far'- 
inks).  The  space  between  the 
posterior  nares,  the  base  of  the 
skull,  the  soft  palate,  the  upper 
end  of  the  oesophagus,  and  the 
epiglottis. 

Nas'tln.  A  substance  which 
has  been  used  in  the  treatment 
of  leprosy. 

Na'tes  (na'-tez).  The  but¬ 
tocks. 

Nau'sea  (naw'-see-a).  A  feel- 
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ing  of  sickness,  but  without 
actual  vomiting. 

N&'vel  (na'-vel).  The  umbilicus, 
the  point  of  connection  of  the 
umbilical  cord. 

Ne'arthro'sis  (ne-ar-thro'-sis). 
An  artificial  joint. 

Ngb'ula  (neb'-u-la).  A  slight 
cloudiness  of  the  cornea. 

Nec'ropsy  (or  ne-crop'-se).  Ex¬ 
amination  of  a  body  after 
death. 

Necro'sis  (ne-kro'sis).  Death 
of  a  part  ;  usually  applied 
to  bone. 

NecrSt'ic  (ne-crot'-ik).  Relat¬ 
ing  to  necrosis. 

NSg'ative  Pole.  That  con¬ 
nected  with  the  least  oxidisable 
plate  of  a  galvanic  battery. 
See  Battery. 

Ne'laton’s  Method.  For  re¬ 
storing  a  fainting  person  :  put 
the  feet  and  body  on  a  low 
conch,  and  let  the  head  and 
shoulders  be  on  the  floor. 

NeTaton’s  Operation.  En- 
terotomy  {which  see). 

Nematoi'dea  (ne-ma-toy'-de-a). 
Threadworms.  S««OxyuRis 
Vermicularis. 

Neomem'brane.  False  mem¬ 
brane. 

Ne'oplasm  (ne'-o-plasm).  A 
new  growth. 

Ne'oplasty  (ne'-o-plas-te).  An 
operation  to  form  a  new  struc¬ 
ture  or  organ. 

Neosalvarsan.  An  arsenic  i 
compound  used  in  the  treat-  . 
ment  of  syphilis  and  other 
infective  diseases. 


Nepen'the  (ne-pen'-the).  Pa¬ 
tent  opium  preparation. 

Ngphral'gla  (ne-fral'-je-a). 
Pain  in  the  kidney. 

NSphrec'tomy  (nef-rek'-to-me). 
Removal  of  a  kidney. 

N  g  p  h  r  i't  is  (ne-fri'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  _  kidney. 
Measure  and  test  urine,  and 
watch  for  renal  casts,  pus,  &c 

Ngphrolithotomy  (nef'-ro-lith- 
ot'-o-me).  Removal  of  a  stone 
from  the  interior  of  the  kidney. 

Ngphropexy  (nef'ro-pek'-se). 
Stitching  a  movable  kidney 
into  a  firm  position. 

Ngphropyo'sis  (ne-fro-py-o'- 
sis).  Suppuration  of  the  kidney. 

Ngphrot'omy  (ne-frot'-o-me). 
Cutting  into  the  kidney. 

Nerve  (nerv).  A  bundle  of 
fibres  conveying  the  impulses 
of  movement  and  sensation 
to  and  from  the  organs. 

Ner'vous  Pertaining  to  the 
nerves. 

Nettle-rash  (net-tl-rash). 
Same  as  Urticaria. 

Neural'gia  (nu  -  ral'- je  -  a). 
Pain  of  a  nerve  or  nerves ; 
if  of  the  sciatic  nerve  it 
is  sciatica ;  tic-douloureux, 
or  hemicrania  if  of  the 
nerves  of  the  face.  Very 
often  neuralgia  of  one  part 
is  a  symptom  of  disease  else¬ 
where,  and,  therefore,  neu¬ 
ralgia  should  always  be 
watched  and  reported. 

Neurasthe'nia  (nu-ras-the'- 
ne-a).  Nervous  exhaustion. 

149 


ISeu 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Nig 


Neurec'tomy  (xiu-rek'-to-me). 
Excision  of  part  of  a  nerve. 

Neurilem'ma.  The  sheath  of  a 
nerve  fibre. 

Neu'rin  (nu'-rin).  A  poisonous 
substance  found  in  decaying 
tissue, 

Neuri'tis  (nu-ri'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  a  nerve. 

Neurodyn'ia  (nu-ro-din'-e-a). 
Chrome  neuralgia. 

Neurofibro'ma.  A  tumour 
composed  partly  of  nervous, 
partly  ot  fibrous  cells. 

Neurog'lia.  The  supporting 
tissue  or  matrix  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord. 

Neuro'ma  (nu-ro'-ma).  A 
tumour  composed  of  nerve 
tissue. 


Neuron. 
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Neu'ron  (nu'-ron).  A  nerve  cell 
with  all  its  processes. 

Neuropathic  (rew'ro-path'-ik). 
Of  weak  or  unstable  nervous 
organisation. 

Neuro'sis  (nu-ro'-sis).  A  class 
of  diseases  connected  with  the 
nervous  system,  but  arising 
from  no  structural  cause 
which  can  be  detected. 

N  e  u' t  r  a  I  (nu'-tral).  Neither 
acid  nor  alkaline, 

Neville’s  Forceps.  A  popular 
kind  of  axis  traction  midwifery 
forceps. 

Neville’s  Splint.  Back  splint 
with  foot-piece,  used  for  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  leg. 


Neville's  Splint. 

Nic'otinism  (nik'-o-tin-izm). 
Illness  caused  by  over-indul¬ 
gence  in  tobacco. 
Nictita'tion  (nik-te-ta'-shun). 
Involuntary  winking  of  the 
eyelids. 

Night-blindness.  See  Nyc¬ 
talopia. 

Nigh'tingale  (ni'-tin-gale).  A 
bed-cloak  made  out  of  two 
yards  of  flannel. 
Nigres'cent  (ni-gres'-sent). 
Growing  black. 
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Nigrities  (ni  -  grish' - 1  -  ez). 
Blackness.  N.  linguae,  a  con¬ 
dition  in  which  the  filiform 
papillae  of  the  tongue  are  hy¬ 
pertrophied  and  darkly  pig¬ 
mented. 

NIp'ple  (nip'-pl).  Small  emi¬ 
nence  in  the  centre  of  each 
breast. 

Nipple  Shields.  Coverings  of 
glass  or  india-rubber  put  on 
the  nipples  to  protect  them 
when  they  are  sore. 


Nit.  The  egg  of  the  louse 
Ni'trate  (ni'-trate).  A  salt  j 
of  nitric  acid. 

Ni'trate  of  Silver.  Lunar 
caustic  ;  used  in  the  form  of  a 


pencil  to  arrest  bleeding  from 
a  leech  bite  or  other  small 
wound  by  its  styptic  action. 
Also  to  check  the  growth  of 
proud  flesh.  As  an  astringent 
lotion,  half  a  grain  to  the  ounce, 
it  is  used  to  bathe  the  eyes  in 
cases  of  ophthalmia. 

Ni'tre  (ni'-ter).  Saltpetre;  ni¬ 
trate  of  potash. 

Ni'tric  Acid  (ni'-trik  as-id).  A 
corrosive  fluid  used  in  testing 
for  albumin,  &c. 

Ni'trite  of  Amyl.  Useful  as 
inhalation  in  angina  pectoris, 
and  in  some  cases  of  poison¬ 
ing.  Supplied  in  glass  cap¬ 
sules,  which  can  easily  be 
broken  in  a  handkerchief  and 
held  to  the  nose. 

Ni'trogen  (ni'-tro-jen).  A 
colourless  gas  entering  largely 
into  the  composition  of  the 
air  we  breathe- 

Nitro-glyc'erJne.  An  oily 
liquid,  highly  explosive,  used 
medicinally  for  the  relief 
of  excessive  blood  tension. 
Sometimes  causes  headache. 
Called  also  trinitro-glycerine 
and  liquor  trinitrini.  Poi¬ 
son. 

Ni'trous  Ox'ide.  Laughing 
gas;  an  anaesthetic. 

Noci -association.  The  dis¬ 
charge  of  nerve  energy  under 
the  stimulus  of  an  injury. 

Nodding  Spasm.  Spasmus 
Nutans. 

Node  (node).  A  bony  swell¬ 
ing. 

N  o  d  8  s'i  t  y  (no-dos'-e-te). 
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Chalky  knobs  at  the  joints, 
found  in  cases  of  gout. 

NSd'ule.  A  little  knob. 

NoTi=me=tan'gerg.  A  name 
given  to  bad  ulcers,  especially 
if  on  the  face,  and  of  syphilitic 
or  consumptive  origin. 

No'ma.  A  very  serious  and 
acute  form  of  rapidly  spread¬ 
ing  deep  ulceration,  usually  of 
the  lips  and  cheeks  of  young 
infants  which  have  been 
neglected.  Also  seen  some¬ 
times  on  the  labia  pudendi. 

Non  com'pos  men'tis.  Not 
sound  of  mind. 

Nor'ma!  (nor'-mal).  The  ordi¬ 
nary  and  proper  state.  Thus 
the  temperature  of  the  body  in 
health  is  98-4°  F.  or  37°  C.,  and 
this  is  said  to  be  normal.  The 
respiration  in  an  adult  should 
be  about  16  a  minute;  the 
pulse  about  'yo  a  minute, 
Labour  is  normal  at  full  term 
in  a  healthy  woman  whose 
pelvis  is  of  normal  size,  with 
an  uncomplicated  vertex 
presentation,  and  a  successful 
issue  within  the  usual  time 
without  artificial  aid  from  the 
obstetrician. 

Ndsdl'ogy  (no  -  zol' -o  -  je). 
Scientific  classification  of 
diseases. 

Nosophyta  (no-so-phy-ta).  A 
skin  disease  caused  by  a 
fungous  growth. 

Nostal'gia  (nos-tal'je-a). 
Home  sickness,  or  longing  for 
home,  so  strongly  developed  as 

152 


to  cause  serious  bodily  ill¬ 
ness. 

Nostrils.  The  anterior  apertures 
of  the  nose. 

Nos'trum.  A  quack  medicine. 

Notal'gia  (no-tal'-je-a).  Pain 
in  the  back. 

Notifi'able.  A  term  applied  to 
certain  cases  of  disease  and 
other  occurrences  which  must 
be  made  known  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Novarsenobenzol.  An  ar¬ 
senic  preparation  used  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis  and  other 
infective  diseases. 

No'vocaln.  A  local  anaesthetic. 
It  is  less  poisonous  than 
cocain,  and  is  much  used  for 
the  production  of  local  anaes¬ 
thesia. 

Nu'cha  (nu'-ka).  The  nape,  or 
back  of  the  neck. 

Nullip'ara  (nu-lip'-a-ra).  A 
woman  who  has  never  had 
a  child,  but  is  not  necessarily 
a  virgin. 

Num'inulated  (num'-mu-la- 
ted).  Resembling  a  coin  ;  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  form  of  expectoration 
sometimes  seen  in  phthisis. 

Nuta'tion  (nu-ta'-shun).  In¬ 
voluntary  nodding  of  the  head. 

Nu'trient  Enem'ata.  Injec¬ 
tions  per  rectum  given  to  a 
patient  who  from  weakness  or 
some  other  cause  cannot  take 
sufficient  food  by  the  mouth. 
The  enemata  consist  usually  of 
a  5  per  cent  watery  solution  of 
sugar,  or  peptonised  milk,  beef, 
tea,  egg  and  sometimes  stim- 
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ulant  may  be  ordered,  Apiece 
of  tubing  with  a  soft  catheter 
attached  to  one  end  and  a  glass 
funnel  to  the  other  is  the  best 
and  cleanest  way  of  giving 
nutrient  enemata. 

Nux  VOm'ica  (nuks-vom'e-ka). 
The  drug  containing  strych¬ 
nine. 

Nyctalo'pia  (nik-tal-o'-pe-a).  A 
state  of  the  eyes  which  causes 
vision  to  be  worse  at  night 
than  during  the  day. 

Nym'phas  (nim'-fe).  5ee  Labia 
.Mi.nora. 

Nytnphoma'nia  (nim-fo-ma'- 
ne-a).  Insane  sexual  desire 
in  females. 

Nystag'mus  (niz  -  tag' -  mus). 
Involuntary  oscillations  of  the 
eyeball;  sometimes  congeni¬ 
tal;  sometimes  a  symptom  of 
brain  disease,  ocular  affection, 
or  lesion  in  the  internal  ear. 


O. 

Obdormi'tion  (ob-dor-mi'- 
shun).  Numbness  or  sleepi¬ 
ness  of  a  part  from  nerve 
pressure, 

Obe'sity  (o-be'-se-te).  Exces¬ 
sive  fatness. 

Obfusca'tion.  The  act  of  be¬ 
coming  obscure  or  clouded. 
Oblique  Diameters  of  Pelvis. 

See  DiAMETbRS. 

Obliquely  Distorted  Pelvis. 

A  rare  variety  of  pelvic  defor¬ 
mity  which  may  cause  very 
great  difficulty  in  labour. 


Obniutes'cence  (ob-mu-tes'- 
sens).  Dumbness. 

Obses'slon.  An  idea  of  which 
the  patient  cannot  rid  himself. 
Minor  obsessions  are  common 
'  in  perfectly  healthy  people ; 

I  but  long-standing  obsessions 
I  are  especially  frequent  in  the 
insane. 

j  Obsoles'cence(ob-so-les'-sens). 

;  Cessation  of  growth.  Going 
I  out  of  use. 

I  Obstetric  ob-stet'-rik).  Per- 
I  taining  to  the  practice  of  mid¬ 
wifery. 

I  Obstipa'tion  (ob-ste-pa'-shun). 

I  Constipation, 
j  Obtura'tors.  That  which 
stops  up  a  hole  or  cavity. 

!  The  obturator  of  a  sigmoido- 
I  scope,  for  example,  is  the 
blunt-ended  rod  which  fills  up 
the  end  of  the  instrument 
when  it  is  introduced  into  the 
rectum,  and  thus  prevents  any 
scratching  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  The  obturator 
foramen  is  a  hole  on  each  side 
of  the  pelvis,  closed  by  the 
'po'w&Tinl  obturator  fascia.  The 
obturator  muscles  are  two 
muscles  on  each  side  in  the 
same  region,  and  there  are  also 
obturator  vessels  and  nerves. 
Occip'ital  (ok-sip'-e-tal).  Re¬ 
lating  to  the  back  of  the  head. 
Occipito-anterior  )  The  two 
Occipito-posterior  )  kinds  of 
vertex  presentation,  according 
as  the  back  of  the  head  (occi¬ 
put)  is  directed  forwards  or 
backwards. 
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Oc'ciput  (ok'-se-put).  The  back 
of  the  head  or  skull.  See 
Skull. 

Occlu'sion  (ok-klu'-shun). 
Closure. 

Octa'rius.  A  pint. 

Oc'ular  (ok'-u-lar).  Relating  to 
the  eye. 

Oc'ulist  (ok'-u-list).  An  eye 
specialist. 

Odontal'eia  (o-don-tal'-je-a).  j 
ToothaAe.  ! 

Odon'toid  (o-don'-toid).  Tooth¬ 
like.  I 

Odonto'ma.  A  tumour  of  a 
tooth.  I 

Odontop'risis  (o-don-top'-ri-  ] 
sis).  Grinding  the  teeth.  l 

(Ede'ma,  Ede'ma  (e-de'-ma).  , 
Swelling  of  a  dropsical  nature  ;  j 
when  the  finger  is  pressed  on 
the  part  affected  the  flesh  pits 
and  does  not  regain  its  colour 
and  form  for  some  seconds. 

CBsdphaggal  (ee-sof'-a-je-al). 
Pertaining  to  the  oesophagus. 

CBsophagoscope  (ee-sof'-a-go- 
skope).  An  instrument  for 
viewing  the  interior  of  the  ] 
oesophagus.  \ 

CEsophagotomyfee'-sof-a-got'-  | 
o-me).  Cutting  into  the  oesoph¬ 
agus. 

CEsdph'agus  (e-sof'-a-gus). 
The  canal  which  runs  from 
the  throat  into  the  stomach. 

(Estrus.  Period  of  lust. 

Offic'inal  (of-fis'-e-nal).  Of¬ 
ficial  ;  applied  to  medicines  re¬ 
cognised  by  the  British  Phar¬ 
macopoeia. 

154 


Diagram  showing  CEsophagus. 


Ohm  (ome).  Unit  of  electrical 
resistance. 

Oid'ium  Al'bicans  (o-id'-i-um). 
A  microscopic  fungus  which  is 
the  cause  of  thrush  in  children.. 
See  also  Saccharomyces. 

Oint'ment  (oynt'-ment).  A 
soft  application  having  healing 
virtues,  usually  consisting  of 
lard  impregnated  with  some 
drug.  Ointments  should  be 
spread  on  lint  with  a  sterilised 
palette  knife,  and  applied  next 
the  sore. 

Olgag'inous  (o-le-aj'-en-us). 
Oily. 

Olec'ranon  (o-lek'-ra-non). 
The  bone  composing  the 
point  of  the  elbow.  The  ex¬ 
treme  upper  end  of  the  ulna, 
the  inner  of  the  two  bones  of 
the  forearm. 

Olfac'tory  (ol -fak'- tur  ■  e). 
Relating  to  the  sense  of  smell. 

Oligae'mia  (ol-e-ge'me-a).  Lack 
of  blood. 
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Elbow  joint  showing  Olecranon. 


OHgocythae'mia.  Deficiency  ot 
red  corpuscles  in  the  blood. 

Oligohydram'nios.  Deficiency 
of  amniotic  fluid. 

Ollgotroph'ia  (ol-ig-ot-rof'- 
e-a).  Lack  of  nourishment. 

Oligu'ria  (ol-ig-u'-re-a).  De¬ 
ficient  urinary  secretion. 

Ol'ive  Oil.  An  oil  obtained 
from  olives.  Beaten  up  with 
soap  and  water  it  forms  an 
enema. 

OmalVia  (o-mal'-je-a).  Pain  in 
the  shoulder. 

Omarthrl'tis  (o-mar-thri'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  shoulder. 

Omen'tum.  A  fold  of  the 
peritoneum  connecting  the 
stomach  with  the  adjacent 
organs. 

Om'phalocele  (om'-fal-o-sele). 
An  umbilical  hernia. 

Omphalot'omy  (om-fal-ot'-o- 
me).  Division  of  the  navel 
cord. 

O'nanism  (O'-nan-izm).  See 
Masturbation. 


Onych'ia  (o-nik'-e-a).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  matrix  of  a  nail. 

Onychopto'sis  (o-ni-kop-to'- 
sis).  Falling  off  of  the  nails. 

Oogen'esis  (o-o-jen'-e-sis).  The 
production  of  ova  in  the 
ovary. 

Oophorec'tomy.  Removal  of 
an  ovary.  See  Ovariotomy. 

Oophorl'tls  (o-of-o-ri'tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  an  ovary. 

Ooph'oron  (o-of'-or-on).  That 
portion  of  the  ovary  which 
produces  the  ova.  Or  the 
ovary  itself. 

Opac'ity  (o-pas'-e-te).  Want  of 
transparency,  cloudiness. 

Operculum  (o-pur'-ku-lum). 
The  plug  of  mucus  w’hich  at 
the  beginning  of  labour  fills  up 
the  opening  of  the  cervix  into 
the  vagina. 

Ophthalmia  (of-thal'-me-a). 
Inflammation  of  the  eye.  The 
term  is  applied  especially  to 
severe  inflammations  of  the 
conjunctiva.  There  is  an  acute 
infectious  form  which  occurs 
in  epidemics,  especially  in 
schools  and  military  camps. 

Ophthal'mia  Neonator'um 
Severe  inflammation  of  the  eyes 
in  the  newly  born,  due  to  gon¬ 
orrhoeal  or  septic  infection  of 
the  conjunctiva  during  the 
passage  of  the  head  through 
the  vagina.  It  is  the  com¬ 
monest  cause  of  blindness. 
Directly  an  infant  is  born, 
the  nurse  should  sponge  the 
face  and  eyelids  with  warm 
water  to  remove  all  vaginal 
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secretion  from  the  face  before 
the  child  opens  its  eyes. 
Afterwards  the  eyes  should  be 
opened  and  a  little  warm 
boracic  lotion  dropped  in  ;  in 
this  way  the  ophthalmia  of  in¬ 
fants  can  be  avoided ;  _  it  is 
solely  a  matter  of  cleanliness. 

Ophthalmic.  Pertaining  to 
the  eye. 

Ophthalmitis  (off-thal-mi'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  eye. 

OphthalmSI'ogy.  The  study 
of  diseases  of  the  eye. 

Ophthaimople'gia  (of-thal- 
mo-ple'-je-a).  Paralysis  of  the 
muscles  of  the  eye. 

Ophthal'moscope  (of-thaP- 
mo-skope).  A  small  instrument 
fitted  with  a  lens,  and  used  to 
examine  the  interior  of  the  eye. 


Ophthalmoscope. 


Ophthalmostat.  An  instru¬ 
ment  for  bolding  the  eyelids 
apart  for  an  operation. 

Opisthot'onos  (op-is-thot'-o- 
nose).  A  spasm  which  arches 
the  back ;  seen  in  severe  cases 
of  tetanus. 

O'pium  (o'-pe-um).  A  prepara¬ 
tion  of  poppy-juice,  much  used 
to  induce  sleep  and  to  allay 
pain. 

Oppo'nens  (op-po'-nens).  The 
name  of  opposing  muscles  of 
the  hand  and  other  parts. 

Opother  apy.  The  use  of  ex¬ 
tracts  of  animal  tissues  in  the 
treatment  of  disease. 

Opso'nic  In'dex.  An  estimate 
of  the  relative  capacity  of  the 
white  cells  of  the  blood  for  de¬ 
stroying  bacteria. 

Op'tic  (op'-tik).  Relating  to  the 
sight. 

Op'tic  Disc.  The  point 
where  the  optic  nerve  enters 
the  eye. 

Op'tics(op'-tiks).  Science  which 
treats  of  light  and  sight. 

Optom'eter  (op-tom'-e-ter).  A 
little  instrument  for  measuring 
the  accommodating  power  of 
the  eye. 

O'rai.  Pertaining  to  the  mouth. 

O'ra  Serra'ta.  The  notched 
anterior  edge  of  the  retina. 

Or'bit.  The  bony  cavity  in  the 
skull  which  holds  the  eye. 

Orbital.  Pertaining  to  the  orbit. 

Orchidectomy  (or-kid-ek'-to- 
me).  Removal  of  one  or  both 
testicles  Castration. 

Orchi'dopexy  (or-ki'd-o-pek- 
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se).  The  bringing  down  of  an 
imperfectly  descended  testicle 
into  the  scrotum  and  fixing  it 
there  by  sutures. 

Orchi'tis  (or-ki'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  testicles. 

Or'gan  (or'-gan).  A  part  con¬ 
structed  to  exercise  a  special 
function. 

Organ'Ic  (or-gan'-ik).  Relating 
to  the  organs ;  thus,  organic 
disease  of  the  heart  means  that 
the  structure  itself  is  affected. 

Organotherapy  (or'-gan-o- 
ther'-a-pe).  .  Treatment  by 
animal  substances  or  ex¬ 
tracts. 

Or'gasm  (or'-gazm).  The  crisis 
of  sexual  excitement. 

Orienta'tion  (or-e-ent-a'-shun). 
The  location  of  one’s  position 
and  attitude  in  relation  with 
surrounding  objects. 

Or'thoform.  An  anaesthetic  and 
antiseptic  powder;  does  not 
dissolve  in  water. 

Orthopas'dic  (or-tho-pe'-dik). 
Relating  to  the  cure  of  de¬ 
formities. 

O  r  t  h  o  p  n  oe'a  (or-thop-ne'-a). 
Breathlessness,  the  patient 
needing  to  maintain  an  up¬ 
right  position  always. 

Os.  A  bone. 

Os  Cards.  The  bone  of  the 
heel. 

Os  Exter'num.  The  lower 
opening  of  the  cervix  uteri. 
See  Uterus. 

Os  Inter'num.  The  upper 
opening  of  the  cervix  uteri. 
See  Uterus. 


Os  Calcis. 

Osmidro'sis  (os-mid-ro'-sis). 
Unpleasant  perspiration.  Bro- 
midrosis. 

Osmo'sis  (os-mo'-sis)  The 
passage  of  liquids  through  a 
membrane. 

Os'sein  (os'-e-in).  Peculiar  gela¬ 
tine  of  bones. 

Os'seous  (os'-e-us).  Like  bone, 
bony. 

Ossicle  (os'-sik-al).  Literally, 
a  small  bone.  Name  applied 
to  the  tiny  bones  of  the  middle 
ear.  See  Ear. 

Osslculec'tomy  (os'-sik-yoo- 
lel^-to-me).  Removal  of  the 
ossicles  of  the  ear. 

O  s  s  i  f  i  c  a't  i  o  n  (os-se-fe-  • 
ka'-shun).  Hardening  into 
bone. 

Ostal'gia  (os-tal'-je-a).  Pain  in 
a  bone. 

Ostei'tis  (os'-tee-eye'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  bone. 

Osteoarthrl'tis  (os-teo-ar- 
thri'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
bones  and  joints. 
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OsteoggnSsis  (os'-te-o-jen'-e- 
sis).  Formation  of  a  bone, 

Osteo'ma  (os-te-o'-ma).  A  bony 
tumour. 

Osteomala'cia  (os-te-o-ma-la'- 
ki-a).  Softening  of  bones  in 
adults. 

OsteomyeJi'tis  (os-te-o-mi-e- 
li'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
marrow  of  bone. 

Osteoplastic.  Pertaining  to 
the  repair  of  bones. 

Osteosarco'ma  (os-te-o-sar- 
ko'-ma).  A  malignant  tumour 
growing  from  a  bone. 

Os'teotome  (os'-te-ot-ome). 
A  surgical  instrument  re¬ 
sembling  a  chisel  and  used  for 
cutting  through  bones. 


Osteotome. 

Osteot'omy  (os-te-ot'-o-me). 
The  operation  of  cutting 
through  a  bone,  usually  per¬ 
formed  for  the  relief  or  cure  of 
bony  deformities. 

Os'tium  (os'-te-um).  An  open¬ 
ing.  The  orifice  of  any  tubular 
passage. 

Os  U'teri.  The  mouth  of  the 
womb. 

Otal'gla  (o-tal'-je-a).  Ear¬ 
ache. 

Otit'ic.  Pertaining  to  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  ear. 

Otrtis  (o-ti'-tis).  Inflammation 
of  the  ear. 
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O'tophone  (o'-to-fone).  Ear- 
trumpet. 

Otorrhoe'a  (o-tor-re'-a).  A  puru¬ 
lent  discharge  from  the  ear. 

Otosclerosis  (o-to-skleer'-o-sis). 
A  chronic,  progressive  thicken¬ 
ing  of  the  structures  of  the 
internal  ear  leading  to  deaf¬ 
ness. 

Ounce  (ouns).  In  fluid  measure 
about  two  tablespoonfuls ;  in 
apothecariesweight  8  drachms. 

Outlet  of  Pelvis-  The  space 
bounded  by  the  lower  edges  of 
the  pubes,  ischium,  sacrum  and 
coccyx  and  by  the  sacro-sciatic 
ligaments. 


Outlet  of  Pelvis. 
1-2.  Antero-posterior 
3-4.  Transverse. 


O va'rian  T u'mour  (o-va'-re-an 
tu'-mur).  The  conversion  of 
the  ovary  into  a  tumour, 
which  may  grow  to  be  a 
tremendous  size,  and  may 
contain  fluid,  hair,  teeth  or  se¬ 
baceous  matter. 

O'varies.  Two  small  oval 
bodies  situated  on  either  side 
of  the  uterus ;  the  female 
organs  in  which  ova  are 
formed. 
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Diagram  showing  left  Ovary 
and  Fallopian  Tube. 

O  V  a  r  I  0  t'o  m  y  (o-va-re-ot'-o- 
me).  Excision  of  an  ovary. 

Ovarl'tis,  Inflammation  of  an 
ovary. 

Ovary.  See  Ovaries. 

Overextension.  Extension 
beyond  the  normal  limit. 

O'viduct(o'-vid-ukt).  The  Fal¬ 
lopian  tube  between  the  ovary 
and  the  womb,  conveying  the 
ova.  See  Ovaries. 

O'visac  (o'-vis-ak).  Small 
vesicles  found  near  the  surface 
of  the  ovary  and  each  contain¬ 
ing  an  ovary.  A  Graafian 
follicle. 

Ovulation.  The  development 
and  discharge  of  ova  from  the 
ovary. 

O'vum.  The  egg;  the  female 
element  of  reproduction;  the 
term  is  applied  also  to  the 
actual  embryo  after  fertiliza¬ 
tion. 

Ox'alate  of  Lime,  White 
deposit  in  urine,  insoluble  by 
acetic  acid,  but  soluble  by 
hydrochloric. 

OxSI'ic  Acid,  A  poisonous 


acid  obtained  from  wood  sor¬ 
rel  ;  chalk  and  magnesia  are 
the  antidotes. 

!  Oxalu'ria  (ox-al-u'-re-a).  A 
1  disease  marked  by  the  presence 
I  of  crystals  of  oxalate  of  lime 
I  in  the  urine. 

;  Oxida'tion,  Oxidization.  The 
act  of  combination  between 
oxygen  and  any  other  sub¬ 
stance. 

Ox'ygfen.  A  colourless,  odour¬ 
less  gas.  Inhalations  are  given 
in  cases  of  cyanosis.  Applied 
also  in  the  form  of  hydrogen 
peroxide  to  ulcers  and  septic 
wounds. 

Oxyto'cics  (ox-e-to'-siks). 
Drugs  used  to  promote  uterine 
contractions. 

Oxyuriasis  (ok'-se-yoo-ri'-a-sis). 
Infection  with  oxyuris  ver- 
micularis. 

Oxyu'ris  vermicula'ris. 
Thread  worm  found  in  the 
rectum  and  large  intestine,  es¬ 
pecially  in  children. 


Oxyuris  vermicularis 
a  The  worm, 
b  Head  enlarged. 

Ozoe'ria  (o-ze'-na).  Atrophic 
rhinitis.  A  chronic  disease 
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accompanied  by  the  formation 
of  foul  smelling  crusts  of  dried 
secretion  in  the  nose. 

O' zone  (o'zone).  Oxygen  in 
a  very  active  state  ;  poisonous 
to  low  organisms  and  therefore 
antiseptic. 

P. 

P.  A.  Contraction  for  per 
abdomen,  meaning  examina¬ 
tion  by  inspection  or  palpation 
of  the  abdomen. 

Pa'bulum.  Latin  for  food. 

Pacchio'nian  Glands  (pak-ke- 
o'-ni-an).  Whitish  eminences 
under  the  dura  mater. 

Pachae'mia  (pa k- e' -  m  e- a). 
Thickening  of  the  blood. 

Pachyblepharo'sis  (pak-i-blef- 
a-ro'-sis).  Thickening  of  the 
eyelids. 

P  a  chy  d  e  r'm  i  a  (pak-i-der'- 
me-a).  Thickening  of  the 
skin. 

Pachymeningi'tis  (pak-e-men- 
in-ji'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
dura  mater,  with  thickening  of 
the  membranes. 

Pack.  Wrappings  of  wet  fabric 
applied  to  a  patient.  A  cold 
pack  consists  in  wrapping  the 
patient  in  a  sheet  wrung  out 
in  cold  water,  then  envelop 
him  in  a  dry  blanket  and 
mackintosh,  and  leave  for 
thirty  minutes,  or  the  pre¬ 
scribed  time.  An  ice  pack  con¬ 
sists  in  wringing  out  towels 
in  ice  water  and  applying 
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them  to  the  patient,  perpetu¬ 
ally  changing  them  as  they 
get  warm.  This  last  is  to 
lower  the  temperature,  and 
the  temperature  should  be 
taken  every  few  minutes 
while  it  is  in  progress.  Hot 
packing  is  sometimes  used  in 
dropsy  cases :  wring  out  a 
sheet  in  water  at  loo  degs., 
wrap  round  patient,  put  on 
blankets  and  mackintosh,  and 
leave  about  forty  minutes. 
Of  course  the  patient’s  body 
clothing  is  removed  before  a 
pack  is  given ;  and  care  must 
be  taken  to  avoid  chill,  parti¬ 
cularly  after  the  pack,  when 
the  patient  must  be  carefully 
dried.  Packing  the  vagina, 
often  done  before  obstetrical 
operations,  with  the  help  of 
the  speculum  and  antiseptic 
gauze. 

Pac'quelin’s  Cautery.  A 
cautery  in  which  the  heat  is 
obtained  by  benzoline  vapour 
driven  over  platinum. 

Pads.  Little  pledgets  of  cotton¬ 
wool  enclosed  in  antiseptic 
gauze,  and  used  instead  of 
sponges. 

Psedia'trics.  The  science  or 
study  of  diseases  in  children. 

Pa'get’s  Disease.  A  bright 
raw  patch  on  and  around  the 
nipple,  which  after  some  time 
develops  into  cancer. 

Pains.  In  obstetric  usage  this 
word  means  the  periodic  con¬ 
tractions  of  the  uterus  during 
labour,  which  are  painful. 
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After-pains  are  similar  painful 
contractions  occurring  after 
the  termination  of  labour, 
most  frequently  in  multiparae. 

Painter’s  Colic  (paynt-ers 
kol-ik).  Lead  poisoning. 

PSl'ate  (pal'-ate).  The  roof  of 
the  mouth. 

Pal'liative  (pal' -  i  -  a  -  tiv).  A 
medicine  which  relieves  but 
does  not  cure. 

Pal'lor.  Paleness. 

Palm.  The  hollow  or  flexor 
surface  of  the  hand. 

Pal'mar  (pal'-mar).  Pertaining 
to  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

Palpa'tion  (pal-pa'-shun).  Ex¬ 
amination  by  the  hand. 

Palpe'bra  (pal-pe'-bra).  The 
eyelid. 

Palpita'tion  (pal-pe-ta'-shun). 
Rapid  throbbing  of  the  heart. 

Pal'sy  (pawl'-ze).  The  popular 
name  for  paralysis  (which  see). 

PSnace'a  (pan-a-se'-a) .  A  medi¬ 
cine  which  is  claimed  or  adver¬ 
tised  to  cure  all  diseases. 

Pan'crgas  (pan'-kre-as).  A 


Diagram  showing  position  of 
the  Pancreas. 


long,  flat  gland  behind  the 
stomach;  it  supplies  a  juice 
to  the  duodenum  which  aids 
digestion. 

Pan'creatin  (pan'-kre-at-in). 
The  active  principle  of  pan¬ 
creatic  juice. 

Pancreatitis  (pan'-kre-a-ti'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  pancreas. 

Pande'mic.  A  widely  spread 
epidemic. 

Pan'hysterec'tomy.  The  re¬ 
moval  of  the  whole  of  the 
uterus,  with  the  tubes  and 
ovaries. 

Pan'nus  (pan'-nus).  A  disease 
of  the  eye  causing  haziness  of 
the  cornea,  and  hence  inter¬ 
ference  with  sight ;  it  is  usu¬ 
ally  caused  by  trachoma,  a 
chronic  disease  of  the  eyelids 
seen  among  slum  children  and 
others  of  poor  resistance  and 
neglected  healtn  ;  applied  also 
to  a  discoloration  of  the  skin. 

Panophthal'mia,  Panoph- 
thalmi'tis.  Inflammation 
of  all  tissues  of  the  eyeball. 

Panoti'tis  (pan-o-ti'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  middle  and 
internal  ear. 

Pantamor'phic  (pan-ta-mor'- 
fik).  Generally  deformed. 

Pap.  Bread  scalded  in  water, 
and  then  milk  added. 

Pap'ain.  A  ferment  obtained 
from  papaw  fruit  having 
powerful  digestive  action  on 
albumens. 

Papav'erin  (pa-pav'-er-in). 
An  alkaloid  of  opium  ;  sopo¬ 
rific. 
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Papil'la  (pa-pil'-la).  A  small 
nipple-shaped  eminence.  Optic 
p.  the  slight  eminence  of  the 
optic  disc. 

Papilli'tis  (pap-pil-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  optic  disc. 

Papillo'ma  (pap-il-lo'-ma).  A 
small  surface  tumour.  A  wart . 

Pap'ula  (pap'-u-la).  A  small, 
solid  pimple. 

Papyra'ceus.  See  Fcetus 
Papyraceus. 

Paquelin’s  CauterJ^  See 

Cautery. 


Paracente'sis  (par-a-sent-e- 
sis).  Tapping  for  dropsy; 
performed  on  the  abdomen, 
chest,  and  other  cavities  of 
the  body  for  the  withdrawal  of 
the  accumulated  fluid.  See 
Aspiration. 

Paracine'ses  (par-a-sin-e'-sis). 
Morbid  nervous  movements. 

Paracu'sis  (par-a-ku'-sis).  Dis¬ 
ordered  hearing. 

Paraesthesia  (par-ees-theez'- 
e-a).  Disorder  of  sensation. 

Pa'raffin.  Any  hydrocarbon  of 
the  methane  series.  Liquid 
paraffin  is  refined  petroleum. 
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Soft  paraffin  is  vaseline.  Hard 
paraffin  is  paraffin  wax. 

Para^ompho'sis  (par-a-gom- 
fo'-sis).  Incomplete  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  foetal  head  in  the 
pelvis. 

Paral'dehyde  (par-al'-de-hide). 
A  swift  soporific,  having  a 
pungent  taste.  It  is  usually 
given  in  stimulant  (brandy)  in 
the  proportion  of  i  to  3,  or  in 
capsules.  It  may  cause  an 
erythematous  rash.  Poison. 
Antidotes,  friction,  strong 
coffee. 

Parary.sis  (par-al'-e-sis).  A 
total  or  partial  loss  of  sensa¬ 
tion  or  of  the  power  of  move¬ 
ment.  Paralysis  usually 
arises  from  brain  disease, 
from  injury  to  the  spine,  or 
nerve  disease.  Infantile 
paralysis  is  the  result  01  polio¬ 
myelitis. 

Paraly'tic  Stroke.  A  sudden 
attack  of  paralysis. 

Parame'nia  (par-am-e'ne-a). 
Disordered  menses. 

Parametri'tis.  Inflammation 
of  the  parametrium.  Also 
called  pelvic  cellulitis. 

Parame'trium.  The  connective 
tissue  around  the  uterus. 

Paranoia  (par'-a-noy-a).  A 
chronic  form  of  insanity. 

Paraphimo'sis  (par-af- 
e-mo'-sis).  Retraction  of  the 
prepuce  behind  the  glans 
penis  with  inability  to  restore 
it  to  the  natural  position. 

Paraple'gia  (par-a-ple'-je-a). 
Paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs, 
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sometimes  including  the  blad¬ 
der  and  rectum. 

Paraspinal  Anaesthesia  | 
Parasacral  Anesthesia  i  ’ 
See  Caudal  ANiESTHESiA. 
Parasite  (par-a-site).  Any  liv¬ 
ing  thing  which  lives  on  or 
in  another  organism. 
Paraty'phoid.  An  infectious 
disease  resembling  typhoid 
fever  and  caused  by  an  organ¬ 
ism  not  identical  with  but 
closely  allied  to  the  bacillus 
of  typhoid.  See  Enteric. 

P  a  r  a  X  a  n't  h  i  n  e  (pa-rax- 
an'-thin).  A  leucomaine 
found  in  healthy  urine. 

P  5  r  6  g  5  r'i  c  (par-e-gor'-ik). 
Camphorated  tincture  of 
opium. 

Parencephali'tis  (par-en-kef-a- 
li'-tis).  Inflammation  of  the  i 
cerebellum.  i 

Paren'chyma  (par-en'-ki-ma). 
The  soft  functional  elements  ' 
of  an  organ  as  distinct  from  the  i 
vascular  and  supporting  i 
tissues.  I 

Par'esis  (par'-es-is).  A  partial  i 
paralysis. 

Pari'etal  (pa-ri'-e-tal).  The  two 
bones  which  form  the  crown 
and  sides  of  the  cranium.  See 
Skull  and  Fontanelle. 
Pari'etes  (pa-ri'-e-teez).  The 
walls  of  any  cavity  of  the  body.  | 
Paronych'ia  (par-on-nik'-e-a).  ! 
Whitlow ;  inflammation  and  ! 
abscess  at  the  end  of  a  finger  | 
near  the  nail.  Boracic  fo-  I 
mentations,  and  lancing,  if  1 


j  necessary,  are  the  ordinary 
I  treatment. 

;  Parooph'oron  (par-o-of'-or-on). 
,  A  vestigial  structure  in  the 
broad  ligament  lying  close  to 
the  hilum  of  the  ovary. 

Parop'sis  (pa-rop'-sis).  Dis¬ 
ordered  vision. 

Paros'mia.  Depraved  sense 
of  smell. 

Parot'id  (par-ot'-id).  Near  the 
ear ;  applied  to  a  salivary 
gland  under  the  ear. 


Salivary  Glands, 
a  Parotid, 
b  Submaxillary. 
c  Sublingual. 

Paroti'tis  (par-o-ti'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  parotid 
gland.  The  specific  infective 
form  of  parotitis  is  mumps, 
which  see ;  but  parotitis  may 
also  occur  otherwise,  especi¬ 
ally  as  a  complication  of  ab¬ 
dominal  operations. 

Parova'rium.  A  vestigial 
structure  in  the  broad  ligament 
of  the  uterus  which  occasion- 
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ally  gives  origin  to  large  cysts 
in  this  region. 

Par'oxysm  (par'-oks-izm).  A 
sudden  recurrence  or  exacerba¬ 
tion  of  a  symptom  or  a  dis¬ 
ease. 

Parrish’s  Food.  Syrup  of 
phosphates  of  iron,  lime,  and 
soda.  A  tonic  for  children. 
Should  be  given  after  food. 

Parthenoggn'gsis.  Asexual 
or  virginal  reproduction. 

Partu'rient  (par-tew're-ent). 
In  the  condition  of  giving  or 
being  just  about  to  give  birth 
to  a  child.  The  parturient 
canal  is  the  passage  traversed 
by  the  fcetus  during  birth  from 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis  to  the 
vulva. 

Parturi'tion  (par-tew-rish'-un). 
The  act  of  giving  birth  to  a 
child. 

Partus.  Labour.  Child-birth. 

Par  tus  Serotin  us.  Labour 
occurring  more  than  forty-one 
weeks  after  conception;  also 
known  as  delayed  labour. 

Paru'ria.  Disorder  of  passing 
water. 

Passive.  Submissive.  Not 
active  or  spontaneous. 

Pasteurisation  (pas'-tur-eye- 
za'-shun).  Destruction  of 
micro-organisms  by  heat¬ 
ing  to  158-176°  F.  (70-80°  C.) 
for  half  an  hour. 

Patel'Ia  (pa-tel'-la).  The  knee¬ 
cap  (which  see). 

Pathoggn'esis  (pa-tho-je-ne'- 
sis).  The  origin  and  progress 

■•of  disease. 


Pathoggnic  (path-o-jen'-ik). 
Capable  of  causing  disease. 

Pathognomon'ic  (pa- 
thog-no-mon'-ik).  Character¬ 
istic  of ;  peculiar  to. 

Patholog'ical  (pa-tho-loj'-e- 
kal).  Relating  to  pathology. 
Morbid,  abnormal. 

Pathol'ogy  (pa-thol'-o-je).  The 
study  of  the  nature  and  cause 
of  disease  and  of  the  bodily 
changes  resulting  there¬ 
from. 

Pathonia'nia  (path-o-ma'- 
ne-a).  Moral  madness. 

Pat'ulous  (pat'-u-lus).  Open, 
wide. 

Pavil'Ion  (pa-vil'-yun).  Ex¬ 
pansion  of  a  canal ;  usually 
applied  to  the  ear. 

Pa'vy’s  Disease.  Intermit¬ 
tent  cyclic  albuminuria. 

Pawlic’s  Grip.  A  method  of 
estimating  the  extent  to  which 
the  presenting  part  has  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  pelvis  during 
labour,  and  of  ascertaining 
what  the  presenting  part  is. 
The  examiner  stands  on  the 
right  of  the  patient,  facing 
towards  her  head,  and  sinks 
his  finger-tips  of  the  right 
hand  into  the  false  pelvis  of 
her  left  side,  and  his  thumb 
into  that  of  her  right  side. 
He  thus  grasps  the  fcetal  part 
which  is  entering  the  true 
pelvis  in  his  hand  per  ab¬ 
domen,  and  obtains  informa¬ 
tion  as  to  its  nature  and  pro¬ 
gress. 
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Pec'toral  (pek'-tor-al).  Relat-  I 
ing  to  the  chest.  I 

Pectoril'oquy.  A  special 
character  of  the  voice  sounds 
heard  when  the  stethoscope 
is  applied  to  the  chest  in  cer-  I 
tain  diseased  conditions  of  the  I 
lung. 

Pec'tus  (pek'-tus).  The  thorax, 
chest. 

Ped'icle  (ped'-e-kl).  The  foot¬ 
stalk  which  forms  the  neck  of 
a  tumour. 

Pediculo'sis.  Infestation  with 
lice. 

Pedic'ulus (pe-dik'-u-lus).  The  i 
louse,  a  parasite  infesting  the 
hair  and  skin.  P.  capitis  in¬ 
fests  the  head ;  p.  corporis, 
the  body  and  clothing;  p.  \ 
pubis,  the  pubic  hair.  These  ; 
three  varieties  are  different  in 
shape  and  size. 


A.  Capitis. 

B.  Corporis. 

C.  Pubis. 

(Magnified.) 

Pelio'sis.  (pe-le-o'-sis)  Pur¬ 
pura  (which  see). 


PelTajfra  (pel'-lag-ra).  A 
disease  especially  prevalent 
in  Southern  Europe  and  in 
the  United  States.  It  is 
marked  in  the  initial  stages  by 
recurring  redness  and  exfolia¬ 
tion — resembling  sunburn — of 
the  hands  and  face.  Later  on 
mental  symptoms  ensue  and 
the  disease  ends  in  imbecility 
and  death. 

Pel'licle  (pel'le-kl).  A  thin  skin 
or  membrane. 

Pel'vic  (pel'-vik).  Relating  to 
the  pelvis. 

Pelvic  Celluli  tis.  See  Para¬ 
metritis. 

Pelvic  Peritoni'tis.  See  Peri¬ 
metritis. 

Pelvim'eter.  Instrument  for 
measuring  the  size  of  the 
pelvis.  A  calliper. 


Pelvimeter. 

el'vis.  The  bony  basin  com¬ 
posed  of  the  hips  and  the 
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lower  bones  of  the  spine,  and 
holding  the  bowels,  bladder, 
and  organs  of  generation. 


Female  Pelvis, 
a  Ilium.  d  Ischium, 

b  Sacrum.  e  Acetabulum, 

c  Coccyx.  f  Os  pubis. 

Pem'phigus.  Skin  disease 
marked  by  eruption  of  large 
blisters. 

Pen'dulous  (pen'-du-lus). 
Hanging  down. 

Pe'nis  (pe'-nis).  The  male  organ 
of  coition. 

Pepas'tic  (pe  -  pas' -  tik).  An 
agent  for  causing  granulation 
of  a  wound. 

Pep'permint.  (pep'-per-mint) 
Carminative  and  stimulant. 
A  household  remedy  for 
flatulence  and  stomachache. 

Pep'sin  (pep'sin).  The  fer¬ 
ment  of  gastric  juice,  which 
carries  out  in  the  stomach  the 
first  stages  of  digestion  of 
albumens. 

Peptic.  Pertaining  to  gastric 
juice.  Peptic  ulcer,  the  ordin¬ 
ary  simple  ulcer  of  the  stom¬ 
ach. 


Pep'tone  (pep'-tone).  The  pro¬ 
duct  of  digestion  of  albumens. 

Pep'tonised  (pep'-ton-izd). 
Food  prepared  so  as  to  be 
more  readily  digested  by  the 
action  of  some  preparation  of 
pepsin  As  a  rule  milk,  beef- 
tea,  or  other  simple  fluid  food 
is  chosen,  and  is  warmed  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  with  a  solid 
or  liquid  preparation  of  pepsin; 
it  is  then  boiled  for  a  moment, 
to  destroy  the  pepsin  ferment, 
and  cooled  for  use. 

Peptonu'ria  (pep-to-new're-a). 
Presence  of  peptones  in  the 
urine. 

Per'acute  (per'-a-kute).  Very 
acute  or  violent. 

Perchlor'ide.  See  Corrosive 
Sublimate. 

Percus'sion  (per-kush'-un). 
Striking  upon  the  body,  the 
sound  heard  being  helpful  in 
diagnosis.  Place  one  finger  of 
the  left  hand  flat  on  the  part 
to  be  examined,  and  strike 
sharply  wdth  the  ends  of  one 
or  more  fingers  of  the  right 
hand,  holding  them  at  the 
same  length.  There  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  resonance  in 
the  sound  emitted,  but  this  is 
dulled  when  there  is  a  fluid  in 
the  pleura,  or  the  lung  is  solid. 

Perfora'tion  (per-fo-ra'-shun). 
A  hole  in  an  organ  caused  by 
disease  or  injury.  The  act  of 
perforating. 

Perfora'tor  (per-fo-ra'-tor).  An 
obstetric  instrument  for  open¬ 
ing  the  cranium  of  the  foetus 
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in  certain  cases  of  difficult 
labour. 


Perforator. 


Periarteri'tis  {per-e-ar-ter-i'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the 
outer  coat  of  an  artery. 

Periarthri'tis  (per-e-ar-thri'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  j 
outer  coaling  of  a  joint.  1 

Perlcar'dlal.  Pertaining  to  the  j 
pericardium.  _  ; 

Pericardi'tls  (per-e-kar-di'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  pericar¬ 
dium  ;  apt  to  follow  on 
cases  of  acute  rheumatism, 
typhoid,  Bright’s  disease, 
pneumonia  or  pyaemia. 

Pericar'dium  (per-e-kar'-de- 
um).  The  membranous  sac  j 
which  holds  the  heart.  | 

Perichondri'tis  (per-i-kon-dri'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  peri¬ 
chondrium. 

Perlchon'drium  (per-e-kon'- 
dre-um).  The  membranous 
covering  of  a  cartilage. 

PericoH'tis.  Inflammation 
round  the  colon. 

Pericolpi'tls  (per-e-kol-pi'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  outer 
coat  of  the  vagina. 

Pericran'iutn  (per-e-kran'e- 
um).  The  membrane  cover¬ 
ing  the  bones  of  the  skull. 


Pericystl'tis  (per-e-sis-ti'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  outer  coat 
of  the  bladder. 

P  e  r  i  d  i  d'y  m  i  s  (per-e-did'-e- 
mis).  The  outer  coat  of  the 
testes.  The  tunica  vaginalis. 

Perimetrl'tis  (per-e-me-tri'- 
tis).  Inflammation  of  the  peri¬ 
toneum  covering  the  uterus. 

Perine'al.  Pertaining  to  the 
perineum. 

Perine'oplasty.  Same  as  per¬ 
ineorrhaphy. 

Perineor'rhaphy  (per-en-e-or' 
raf-he).  Operation  for  repair 
ing  a  perineum  ruptured  during 
labour. 

Perineph'rlc.  Round  about 
the  kidney. 

Perine'um  (per-e-ne'-um).  The 
space  between  the  anus  and 
genitals. 

Pe'riod.  Popular  name  for 
menstruation. 

Perios  teal.  Pertaining  to  per¬ 
iosteum. 

Perios'teum  (per-e-os'-te-um). 
The  membrane  covering  a 
bone. 

Periostl'tis  (per-e-os-ti'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  perio¬ 
steum. 

Periph'eral  (pe-rif'-er-al).  Re¬ 
lating  to  the  circurhference 
or  outer  surface. 

Peristal'tic  (per-e-stal'-tik). 
The  worm-like  contractions 
and  movements  of  the  intes¬ 
tines  in  forcing  onward  their 
contents. 

Perit'omy.  Incision  of  the  con¬ 
junctiva  near  the  margin  of 
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the  cornea  for  the  cure  of 
pannus. 

Peritone'al.  Pertaining  to 
peritoneum. 

Peritoae'um  (per-e-to-ne'-um). 
The  membrane  or  sac  which 
surrounds  the  intestines  and 
other  abdominal  viscera. 

Peritoni'tis  (per-i-to-ni'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  peri¬ 
toneum. 

Perityphli'tis  (per-e-tif-li'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  peri¬ 
toneum  around  the  caecum  and 
vermiform  appendix. 

Periure'thral. '  Round  about 
the  urethra. 

Permanent  Teeth.  Teeth  of 
the  second  dentition.  See 
Teeth. 

Perman’ganate  of  Pot  ash. 
Antiseptic  and  disinfectant. 
Care  should  be  employed  in 
its  use,  as  it  is  poisonous  in 
crystal  state. 

Perni'cious.  Tending  to  a 
fatal  issue. 

Pernicious  Vomiting.  See 

Vomiting  of  Pregnancy. 

Perox'ide  of  Hydrogen.  A 
mild  and  non-irritating  anti¬ 
septic:  becomes  frothy  when 
in  contact  with  pus. 

Pertus'sis  (per  tus' -  sis). 
Whooping-cough ;  a  contagi¬ 
ous  spasmodic  cough^  common 
in  childhood.  The  cough 
ends  with  a  whoop  and  some¬ 
times  causes  an  attack  of 
vomiting.  The  disease  runs 
its  course  in  four  to  twelve 
weeks’  time. 
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Pes.  The  foot.  Pes-anserinus . 
The  radiating  plexus  of  the 
facial  nerve.  Pes  planus,  flat 
foot. 

Pes'stiment  (pes'-a-ment).  A 
massage  movement  up  the 
spine;  pick  up  the  flesh,  and 
roll  it  between  the  thumb  and 
fingers. 

Pess'ary  (pes'-sar-e).  An  in¬ 
strument  placed  in  the  vagina 
to  prevent  or  remedy  malposi¬ 
tions  of  the  uterus.  Also  a 
method  of  applying  drugs  to 
the  vaginal  walls. 


A 


Pessaries. 

A.  Hodge  Pessary, 

B.  Ring  Pessary. 


Pete'chise  (pe-te'-ke-e).  Small 
red  spots  on  the  skin  formed 
by  effusion  of  blood. 

Petit  Mai  (pe-te').  A  mild  form 
of  epilepsy  in  which  convul¬ 
sions  are  absent. 

Pdtrissage  (pa'-tres-sazh).  A 
massage  movement,  consisting 
in  picking  up  and  rolling  the 
muscles  between  the  thumb 
and  fingers — it  is  slow  and 
continuous. 
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Petrissage  with  Fingers  and 
Balls  of  Thumbs. 

Petro'leum  (pe-tro'-le-um)  A 
mineral  oil;  antiseptic  and 
expectorant.  Used  as  a  laxa¬ 
tive.  Externally  is  a  stimu¬ 
lating  application. 

Pgt'rous  (pet'-rus).  Stony;  a 
term  given  to  a  hard  part  of 
the  temporal  bone. 

Pey'er’s  Patches.  Small 
glands  situated  on  the  surface 
of  the  ileum  and  jejunum. 

P  h  a  g  e  d  ae'n  a  (faj-e-de'-na). 
Ulceration  which  spreads 
rapidly  and  is  accompanied  by 
sloughing. 

Phag:'ocytes(fag'-o-sites).  The 
polymorpho  nuclear  white 
corpuscles  of  the  blood,  so 
called  from  their  property  of 
being  able  to  ingest  and 
destroy  micro-organisms  of 
disease  which  may  be  circu¬ 
lating  in  the  blood  or  attacking 


the  tissues.  Ihis  process  is 
called  phagocyto'sis. 

Phalan'ges  (fa-lan'jeez).  The 
small  bones  of  the  fingers  and 
toes. 


Phalanges  of  Toes. 
Phalanges  of  the  Hand  and  Foot, 


Phan'tom  Tu'mour  False 
tumour  of  the  abdomen,  due  to 
distension. 

Pharmaceutical  (far-ma-su'. 
tik-al).  Pertaining  to  drugs. 

Pharmacopoe'ia  (far-ma-ko- 
pe'-a).  An  authorised  hand- 
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book  of  directions  for  com¬ 
pounding  medicines. 
Phar'macy  (far'-rna-se).  The 
science  of  preparing  and  mix¬ 
ing  medicines  or  drugs. 
Pharyn'geal  (or  far-in-ie'-al). 

Pertaining  to  the  pharynx.  _ 
Pharyngi'tis  (far -in -ji' -tis). 

Inflammation  of  the  pharynx. 
Phar'ynx  (far'-inks).  The 
musculo-membranous  sac  at 
the  back  of  the  mouth  leading 
to  the  oesophagus. 


Posterior  Section  of  Pharynx. 

a  Eustachian  tube, 
b  Posterior  portion  of  nostrils, 
c  Uvula, 
d  Tonsil, 
e  Epiglottis. 

f  Superior  opening  of  larynx, 
g  Posterior  surface  of  larynx, 
h  CEsophagus. 
i  Tongue. 

Phenac'etin  (fen-as'-et-in).  An 
antipyretic. 

Phenal'gin  (fe-nal'-jin).  Anti¬ 
pyretic  and  hypnotic. 

Phe’nol  (fe'-nol).  Carbolic  acid. 
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Phimo'sis  (fl-mo'-sis).  Con¬ 
traction  of  the  orifice  of  the 
prepuce ;  usually  treated  by 
the  operation  of  circumcision. 

Phlebi'tis  (fle-bi'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  a  vein,  most  com¬ 
monly  caused  by  the  invasion 
of  its  coats  by  micro-organ¬ 
isms.  Is  nearly  always  associ¬ 
ated  with  thrombosis,  or 
coagulation  of  the  blood  in 
the  vein. 

Phleb'olith  (fleb'-o-lith).  Small 
calculus  rarely  found  in  the 
veins. 

Phlebot'omus  Fever.  A  fever 
lasting  about  three  days,  pre¬ 
valent  in  India  and  the 
Mediterranean  countries,  con¬ 
veyed  by  the  bites  of  phle- 
botomus  insects  (sandflies). 

Phlebot'omy  (fle-bot'-o-me). 
Bleeding  a  patient  by  opening 
a  vein.  Venesection. 

Phlegm  (fleml.  Mucus.  Thick 
expectoration  coughed  up  in 
chest  diseases. 

Phlegma'sia  Alba  Do'lens. 
Commonly  called  white  leg ;  a 
form  of  phlebitis  occurring 
sometimes  after  labour.^  The 
leg  becomes  swollen,  white  and 
tense  and  is  very  painful.  The 
danger  is  of  the  clot  moving 
and  going  to  the  heart  and 
causing  sudden  death.  See 
Embolism. 

Phlegmat'ic  (fleg  -  mat'  -  ik). 
Sluggish,  dull. 

Phleg'monous  (fleg'-mon-us). 
Rapid  suppurating  inflamma¬ 
tion,  with  formation  of  a 
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hard  mass,  redness,  heat  and 
pain. 

Phlyc'taena.  Small  vesicle 
containing  clear  fluid. 

Phlyc'tenule  (flik'-ten-yool).  A  j 
small  vesicle  on  the  surface  | 
of  the  eye  at  the  edge  of  the 
cprnea. 

Phona'tion.  The  utterance  of  i 
vocal  sounds.  ' 

Phongt'ic.  Relating  to  the 
voice. 

Phos'phate  (fos'-fate).  A  salt 
of  phosphoric  acid.  A  com¬ 
pound  of  phosphoric  acid  and 
a  base. 

Phosphatu'ria  (fos-fat-yoo'-  i 
re-a).  Excess  of  phosphates 
in  the  urine. 

Phospho-necro'sis.  Necrosis  ! 
of  the  jaw,  caused  by  inhaling 
phosphorus  ;  rarely  occurs  in  i 
certain  trades,  such  as  match-  * 
making. 

Phos'phorus  (fos'-for-us).  A 
non-metallic  element,  the  salts 
of  which  are  used  as  nerve  i 
tonics.  Give  after  food. 
Poison. 

Photopho'bla  (fo-to-fo'-be-a). 
Abnormal  intolerance  of  light, 
a  symptom  of  inflammation  of 
the  eyes. 

Phrgn'Ic  (fren'-ik).  Relating  to 
the  diaphragm. 

Phtheirl'asis  (thir-i'-a-sis). 
Infestation  with  lice.  See 
Pediculus. 

Phthi'sis  (thi'-sis).  Consump¬ 
tion;  tubercular  disease  of 
the  lungs. 

Phyla'cogens.  Mixed  vaccines 


containing  also  certain  meta¬ 
bolic  products  of  one  or  more 
of  the  micro-organisms  con¬ 
cerned,  according  to  the  di¬ 
rections  of  an  American  bac¬ 
teriologist. 

Physic  (fiz'-ik).  I.  The  art  of 
medicine.  2.  Any  medicinal 
preparation. 

Physics.  The  science  which 
deals  with  the  forces  and 
forms  of  nature. 

Physiorog:y(fiz-e-ol'-o-je).  The 
science  which  treats  of  living 
bodies,  and  the  laws  which 
govern  them. 

Physique  (fiz-ek).  The  form 
and  constitution  of  the  body. 

Physome'tra  (fi-so-me'-tra). 
Gaseous  enlargement  of  the 
uterus. 

Physostig'mine  (fi-so-stig'- 
min).  Another  name  for 
eserine,  a  myotic  much  used 
in  eye  cases;  contracts  the 
pupil..  Given  internally  for 
paralysis  of  the  intestines. 

PI'a  Ma'ter.  The  fine  mem¬ 
brane  surrounding  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord. 

Pi'ca  (pi'-ka).  Morbid  apj)etite. 
Craving  for  unnatural  articles 
of  food. 

Pic'ric  A'cid.  A  yellow  powder 
which  when  dissolved  in  water 
is  an  excellent  dressing  for 
burns.  It  is  explosive  if  hit 
with  a  hammer. 

Picrotox'ine  (pik-ro-toks'-in). 
Motor  stimulant  and  parasiti¬ 
cide.  Used  to  check  night 
sweats.  Poison. 
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Pigmenta'tion.  See  Chloas¬ 
ma. 

Pilch'es  (piltch'-es).  Three- 
cornered  pieces  of  flannel  or 
mackintosh  used  over  infants’ 
diapers.  The  flannel  are  pre¬ 
ferable. 

Piles  (piles).  Enlarged  veins 

about  the  rectum  ;  has- 

morrhoids. 

Pilocar'pine  (pi-lo-kar'-pin). 
A  drug  which  causes  in¬ 
creased  salivation  and  per¬ 
spiration.  Given  hypodermic¬ 
ally  in  some  cases  of  kidney 
disease.  Poison. 

PiluTa  _(pil-yu'-la).  A  pill; 
abbreviation,  pil. 

Pin'ea!  Gland  (pin'-e-al  gland). 
A  small  cone-shaped  body  at 
the  base  of  the  brain. 

Ping'uic'ula  (ping-gwik'-u-la). 
Small  tumours  of  the  eye 
occurring'  in  elderly  persons. 

Pink=eye.  Infectious  con¬ 
junctivitis. 

Pin'na.  The  outspread  part  of 
the  ear. 

Pi'nol.  Volatile  oil  obtained 
from  the  pine  tree ;  used  as 
an  inhalation  in  throat  cases. 

Pint.  Twenty  fluid  ounces. 

Pipette'  (pi-pet').  A  small 
graduated  glass  tube  for  taking 
up  liquids. 


Pipette. 


Pis'iforin  (pis'e-form).  Pea- 
shaped ;  applied  to  a  bone  of 
the  wrist. 

Pitu'itary  Extract,  Pitu'i: 
trin.  A  substance  obtained 
from  the  pituitary  gland  ;  it 
is  much  used  for  post-partum 
haemorrhage,  and  also  for 
shock. 

Pityri'asis  (pit-e-ri'-a-sis).  A 
scaly  skin  disease. 

Place'bo  (pla-se'-bo).  Medicine 
given  to  please  the  patient, 
often  only  tincture  of  orange 
or  bread  pills. 

Placen'ta  (pla-sen'-ta).  The 
after-birth ;  a  circular  flesh¬ 
like  substance  through  which 
the  mother’s  blood  nourishes 
the  foetus ;  it  is  expelled  from 
the  womb  after  the  birth  of  the 
child. 

Placen'ta  Prae'via.  Presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  placenta  before 
the  foetus. 

Plague  (plague).  An  acute 
epidemic  infectious  disease. 

Plan'tar.  Relating  to  the  sole 
of  the  foot. 

Plas'ma  (plaz'-ma).  The  liquid 
in  which  the  corpuscles  of  the 
blood  float. 

Plasmon.  A  patent  food  pre¬ 
pared  from  milk. 

Plaster  of  Paris.  Used  for 
preparing  bandages  for  slight 
fractures.  Rub  the  dry  powder 
into  a  crinoline  muslin  band¬ 
age  and  pass  it  through  a 
basin  of  water  as  it  is  used. 

Plasters  (plas-ters).  Used  for 
keeping  wounds  together,  bind- 
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ing  sores,  and  applying  medica¬ 
ments  to  different  parts  of  the 
body.  The  adhesive  substance 
of  common  strapping  consists 
of  two  parts  of  soap  plaster  and 
one  of  resin  plaster. 

Plas'tlc  Opera'tion.  An  opera¬ 
tion  for  the  cure  of  some 
deformity. 

Pledgr'et  (pledj'-et).  A  small 
compress  of  lightly-rolled  lint. 

Pleocyto'sis.  Increase  of  the 
lymphocytes  in  the  cerebro¬ 
spinal  fluid. 

Pleomorphic.  Of  varying 
form  (applied  to  bacteria). 

Plfith'ora (pleth'o-ra).  Fulness; 
an  excess  of  blood. 

Pleu'ra  (plu'-ra).  A  thin 
membrane  which  covers  each 
lung  and  lines  the  inner  surface 
of  the  ribs. 

Pleurai'gia  (plu-ral'-ge-a). 
Pains  arising  in  the  pleura. 

Pleu'rijjy  (plu'-re-se).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  pleura.  There 
are  three  kinds  :  dry  pleurisy, 
pleurisy  with  effusion,  and 
empyema,  or  purulent  pleurisy. 

Pleurodyn'Ia  (plu-ro-din'- 
e-a).  Pain  in  the  side,  or¬ 
dinarily  in  the  intercostal 
nerves. 

Pleu'ro-pneumo'nla.  Pleu¬ 
risy  combined  with  pneumonia. 
The  term  is  also  applied  to  a 
certain  cattle  disease. 

Pleurothot'onous  (plu-ro- 
thot'-o-nus).  Spasmodic  bend¬ 
ing  of  the  body  to  one  side. 

Plexim'eter  (pleks-im'-e-ter). 


A  plate  of  ivory  or  leather  used 
in  percussion. 

Plex'us  (pleks'-us).  A  network 
of  vessels  or  nerves. 

Pli'cate  (pli'-kate).  Folded  ;  a 
tangled  state  of  the  hair. 

Plum'bism  (plum'-bizm). 
Lead-poisoning. 

Plum'bum.  See  Lead. 

Plummer’s  Pills.  Compound 
pills  of  antimony. 

Pneumarthro'sis  (nu-mar- 
thro'-sis).  Air  in  a  joint 
cavity. 

Pneumathae'mia  (nu-ma- 
the'-me-a).  Air  in  the  blood¬ 
vessels. 

Pneumat'ocele  (nu-mat'-o- 
sele).  Hernia  of  lung-tissue. 

Pneumococcal  (new-mo-kok'- 
kal).  Pertaining  to  the  pneu¬ 
mococcus. 

Piieumococ'cus.  A  microbe 
which  causes  pneumonia  when 
it  gains  a  foothold  in  the 
lungs. 

Pneumog-as'tric  (n  u- mo- 
gas '-trik).  The  tenth  pair  of 

cranial  nerves  which  supply 
the  lungs,  heart,  and  stomach. 

Pneumokonlosis  (new'-mo-ko- 
ni'-o-sis).  Fibrosisof  the  lungs 
caused  by  working  in  an  atmo¬ 
sphere  full  of  powdered  grit 
and  stone. 

Pneumo'nia  (nu-mo' -  ne  -  a). 
An  infective  disease  character¬ 
ised  by  inflammation  of  the 
lungs.  Double  pneumonia 
means  that  both  lungs  are 
diseased. 

Pneumotho'rax  (nu-mo- 
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tho'raks).  Air  in  the  pleural 
cavity. 

Podag'ra  (pod-ag'ra).  Gout, 

Poda'Iic  Version.  A  turning 
round  of  the  foetus  in  utero,  so 
that  the  feet  present  in  de¬ 
livery. 

Pod'ophyllin  (pod’-o-filin).  A 
drug  used  as  a  purge  and  as  an 
alterative. 

Poi'kilocyto'sis.  Variation 
in  the  form  of  the  red  blood 
corpuscles. 

Polaris  a't  1  o  n  (po-lar-e- 
za'-shun).  The  tendency  to  a 
reverse  current  in  the  battery 
ceil.  Also  the  rotation  of  a 
beam  of  light  which  certain 
crystalline  substances  can  pro¬ 
duce  ;  dextro-rotatory,  to  the 
right;  Isevo-rotatory,  to  the 
left. 

Pole.  The  part  of  the  metal  or 
conductor  in  an  electric  cell 
which  is  not  immersed  in  the 
solution. 

Polioencepharitis.  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  grey  matter  of 
the  brain. 

Poliomyeli'tis  (pol-e-o- 
mi-e-li'-tis).  Inflammation  of 
the  grey  matter  of  the  spinal 
cord. 

Politzer’s  Bag.  An  india- 
rubber  bag  with  long  tube  and 
nozzle.  Used  for  inflating  the 
middle  ear  through  the  nose 
and  Eustachian  tube. 

Polycli'nic  (pol-e-kli'n-ik).  A 
large  general  hospital  used  for 
the  teaching  of  medicine. 
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Polycys'tic  (pol-e-sis'-tik). 
Composed  of  many  cysts. 

Polycythaemia  (pol'-i-si-thee'- 
me-a).  Excess  of  red  corpuscles 
in  the  blood. 

Polydactyly  (pol-i-dak'-te-le). 
The  presence  of  supernumer¬ 
ary  fingers. 

Polyglan'dular-  Pertaining  to 
several  glands. 

Polymorphonuclear  (poii- 
mor -fo-nu'-kle-ar).  Having 
nuclei  of  various  shapes. 

Polyo'pia  (pol-e-o'-pe-a).  See¬ 
ing  the  same  thing  multi¬ 
plied. 

Pol'ypus  (pol'-e-pus).  A  small 
simple  tumour  occurring  in 
the  nose,  uterus  or  rectum. 

Polyu'ria  (pol-e-u'-re-a).  Ex¬ 
cessive  flow  of  urine. 

Polyv'alent.  As  applied  to 
sera,  means  those  which  are 
active  against  many  different 
strains  of  the  same  micro¬ 
organisms. 

Pomum  Ada'mi.  Adam’s  apple. 
The  prominence  in  the  neck 
formed  by  the  thyroid  cartil¬ 
ages  of  the  larynx. 

Pons  Varoiii.  That  portion  of 
the  base  of  the  brain  which 
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connects  together  the  medulla 
oblongata,  cerebrum  and  cere¬ 
bellum.  See  Brain. 

Poor  Man’s  Piaster.  Bur¬ 
gundy  pitch  spread  on  brown 
paper. 

Poplite'al  (pop-li-te'al).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  ham  or  area  be¬ 
hind  the  knee. 

Pore  (pawr).  A  small  opening. 

Poropias'tic  Sheets.  Felt 
which  can  be  cut,  and  when 
steamed,  moulded  into  splints 
or  surgical  jackets. 

Porri'go  (po-ri'go).  A  disease 
of  the  skin  marked  by  an  erup¬ 
tion  of  pustules  on  the  head  1 
and  face. 

Porro’s  Operation.  Csesarean 
section  followed  by  supra¬ 
vaginal  hysterectomy  with 
extra  peritoneal  treatment  of 
the  stump. 

Portai  Vein.  The  vein  which 
conveys  to  the  liver  the  blood 
circulating  through  the  gastro¬ 
intestinal  system  and  spleen. 

Positive  Pole.  The  pole  of  a 
galvanic  battery,  by  which 
electricity  flows  out  from  the 
generator.  See  Battery. 

PSsolog'ical.  Pertaining  to 
dosage. 

Posthi'tis  (pos-thi'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  prepuce. 

PQs'thumous  (pos'-tu-mus). 
After  death ;  a  posthumous 
child  is  one  born  after  the 
father’s  death. 

Post-mor'tem.  The  opening 
and  examining  of  a  dead 
body. 


Post-natal.  Following  birth. 

Post-operatfve.  Following 
operation. 

Post-par'tum.  After  labour. 

Post-partum  hcemorrhage  is 
excessive  bleeding  occurring 
either  immediately  after  labour 
(primary)  or  within  a  few  days 
(secondary). 

Postural  (pos'-tew-ral).  By 
means  of  posture;  thus  the 
“  knee-elbow  ’’  posture  is  some¬ 
times  useful  in  treating  retro¬ 
version  of  the  gravid  uterus 
prolapse  of  the  umbilical  cord 
during  labour,  etc. 

PS'tash.  Potassium  carbonate. 

Potas'sium  (po-tas'-se-um). 
A  useful  alkali ;  the  bicar¬ 
bonate  is  given  in  indi¬ 
gestion  and  rheumatic  gout ; 
the  bromide  in  epilepsy  and 
other  nervous  diseases ;  the 
iodide  in  aneurism,  and  in 
tertiary  syphilis;  and  the  per¬ 
manganate  is  a  favourite  dis¬ 
infectant. 

Poten'tial.  The  quantity  of 
electricity  held  on  a  charged 
surface,  relatively  to  the  sur¬ 
face  area. 

Pott’s  Disease.  See  Spinal 
Curvature. 

Pott’s  Fracture.  Fracture  of 
the  fibula  close  above  the 
ankle,  sometimes  with  dislo¬ 
cation  of  the  ankle  also. 

Poul'tices  (pole'tis-es). 
Formerly  one  of  the  most 
important  items  of  nursing 
treatment.  If  glycerine  is  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  skin  before  the 
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poultice^  it  prevents  any  par¬ 
ticles  from  adhering.  Linseed 
Meal  Poultice, — Warm  the 
basin  with  hot  water,  throw 
this  out,  pour  in  the  necessary 
quantity  of  boiling  water,  take 
the  meal  in  the  left  hand,  and 
sprinkle  it  in  quickly,  stirring 
the  while  with  a  warmed  spa¬ 
tula  in  the  right  hand.  The 
poultice  should  be  stiff  enough 
to  keep  the  knife  or  spatula  up¬ 
right  when  the  stirring  stops. 
Spread  with  a  knife  dipped  in 
hot  water,  on  pulled  tow,brown 
paper,  or  old  cotton  rag,  to 
the  thickness  of  half  an  inch, 
leaving  a  margin  of  rag  to 
turn  over  the  edges  of  the 
poultice.  Apply  next  the  skin, 
cover,  and  bandage  on  with 
a  flannel  bandage.  Change 
every  four  hours  ;  never 
take  off  one  poultice  till 
the  next  is  ready  to  apply. 
Mustard  Poultice. — One  part 
of  mustard  to  seven  or  eight 
of  linseed  meal ;  put  a  piece 
of  muslin  between  the  poultice 
and  the  skin,  leave  it  until 
the  skin  is  well  reddened,  but 
not  long  enough  to  raise  a 
blister.  Charcoal  Pb’ultice. — 
Mix  one  ounce  of  powdered 
charcoal  to  a  bread  poul¬ 
tice,  and  powder  the  surface 
with  charcoal.  Used  for 
offensive  wounds.  Bread 
Poultice. — Steep  some  crumbs 
of  bread  in  boiling  water ; 
strain  off  the  water,  spread 
the  bread  on  lint  and 
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apply.  Bran  Poultice. — Make 
a  flannel  bag  the  required  size  ; 
fill  it  with  bran  heated  in  the 
oven  or  steeped  in  boiling 
water,  and  apply.  Jacket 
Poultice. — A  linseed  meal 
poultice  made  in  two  parts 
for  the  front  and  back  of  the 
chest,  and  meeting  on  the 
shoulders  and  under  the  arms. 
Used  in  double  pneumonia. 

Pou'part’s  Lig'ament.  The 
ligament  of  the  groin,  stretch¬ 
ing  between  the  ilium  and 
the  os  pubis. 

Praecor'dial  (pre-kor'-de-al). 
Pertaining  to  the  region  in 
front  of  the  heart.  Prcecordial 
pain,  pain  about  the  heart. 

Prague  Method  (prag).  A 
method  of  m  maging  a  breech 
delivery  by  carrying  the  legs, 
breech  and  abdomen  of  the 
infant  forward  towards  the 
mother’s  abdo  nen. 

Precipitate  Labour  (pre-sip'- 
it-ate).  Labour  which  is  con¬ 
cluded  in  '  time  very  much 
shorter  lha  the  average. 

Precipita'tion  The  process  of 
separating  solids  from  the 
liquids  which  hold  them  in 
solution,  by  the  application  of 
heat  or  cold  or  the  addition  of 
chemicals. 

Predispo'sition  ipre-dis-po-zi- 
shun).  A  state  of  body  render- 
ing  it  specially  liable  to 
certain  diseases 

Preg'nancy  ipreg'nan-se).  The 
state  of  being  with  child. 
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Usual  period  280  days.  See 
also  Ectopic  Gestation. 

Prg'mature  La'bour  (pre'-ma-  1 
ture).  Labour  occurring  less 
than  280  days  after  conception. 
See  also  Full  Term. 

Premo'lar.  The  name  applied 
to  the  two  bicuspid  teeth  in 
each  jaw  which  lie  between  the 
canine  and  the  molars.  See 
Teeth. 

Premon'itory.  Giving  warning 
beforehand. 

Pre'puce  (pre'-puse).  Loose 
skin  covering  the  glans  penis  :  ■ 
fore-skin, 

Presbyo'pla  (pres-be-o'- 
pe-a).  Far-sightedness,  no-  | 
thing  nearer  than  9  inches 
being  visible.  A  condition 
normally  requiring  correction 
by  glasses  for  near  vision, 
about  the  age  of  forty-five. 
Every  one  as  he  or  she  grows 
older  becomes  more  and  more 
presbyopic. 

Presenta'tion  (prez- en  -  ta'- 
shim).  The  part  of  the  fcetus  I 
which  first  engages  or  tends  , 
to  engage  in  the  pelvis  is  •'aid 
to  present,  and  the  description  ' 
of  this  part  is  the  presenta¬ 
tion.  1 

Pri'apism  (pri'-ap-izm).  Mor¬ 
bid  erection  of  the  penis. 

Pri'mae  Vi'ee.  The  aliment¬ 
ary  canal. 

Pri'mary  (pri'-ma-re).  First  in  1 
order  of  time  :  original;  chief.  I 

Prlmip'ara  (pri-mip'a-ra).  A  , 


woman  pregnant  for  the  first 
time. 

Privates.  A  popular  name  for 
the  external  generative  organs. 

Pro'bang.  A  slender  rod, 
sometimes  with  sponge  at¬ 
tached,  used  to  remove  foreign 
bodies  from  the  oesophagus. 


Probang. 

Probe.  A  slender  rod,  usually 
of  silver,  used  for  exploring 
wounds. 


Probe. 

Pro'cess  (pro'ses).  A  prolonga 
tion  or  eminence  of  a  part. 

Prociden'tia  (pro-sid-en'-she- 
ah).  Prolapse.  A  falling 
down, 

Proctal'gia  (prok-taPji-a). 
Pain  about  the  rectum. 

Procti'tis  (prok-ti'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  rectum. 

Proctoc  lysis  (prok-tok'-li-sis). 
Introduction  into  the  rectum 
of  saline  solution  for  absorp¬ 
tion. 

Proc  toscope  An  instrument 
for  viewing  the  interior  of  the 
rectum 
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Proge'ria.  A  condition  in 
which  premature  senility  is 
combined  with  infantilism. 

Prog'nathous  (prog'-na-thus). 
Having  projecting  jaws. 

Progno'sis  ^prog-no'sis).  The 
art  of  foretelling  the  course 
of  a  disease. 

Prolap'sus  Rec'ti.  The  falling 
down  of  the  membi;-ane  of 
the  rectum  through  the  anus. 
Not  uncommon  in  children 
who  are  constipated,  _  and 
therefore  given  to  straining. 

Prolap'sus  U'teri.  The  fall¬ 
ing  down  of  the  uterus  into 
the  vagina,  or  even  through 
the  vulva. 

Prolonged  Labour.  Labour 
in  which  for  some  reason  there 
is  undue  delay.  The  symp¬ 
toms  of  this  condition,  lor 
which  medical  assistance 
should  always  be  obtained, 
are  as  follows :  The  pulse  rate 
rises  to  120  beats  or  more  per 
minute,  independently  of  the 
pains.  The  temperature  may 
rise,  but  often  does  not.  The 
pains  may  become  continuous 
instead  of  intermittent,  and 
of  great  severity;  the  uterus 
becomes  tender,  and  the  foetus 
cannot  be  palpated  through  it 
owing  to  the  contraction.  If, 
however,  the  delay  is  due,  not 
to  obstruction,  but  to  feeble 
contractions  of  the  uterus,  the 
pains  may  cease  for  a  time, 
and  recur  later. 

PrSm'ontory  (prom'on-to-re)- 
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A  projecting  part.  An  emi¬ 
nence. 

P  r  o  n  a't  I  o  n  (pro-na'-shun). 
Downward  turning  of  the 
palm  of  the  hand. 


Pronation. 

Prone.  Lying  with  the  face 
downward. 

PrSphylac'tic  (pro-fe-lak'tic). 
Tending  to  prevent  disease. 

Propri'etary  Drug.  A  secret  or 
patent  remedy,  or  one  with  a 
registered  trade  name. 

Propto'sis  Oc'uH.  Protrusion 
of  eyeballs. 

Prbs'tate.  Heart-shaped  gland 
at  the  neck  of  the  male 
bladder. 

Prostatec'tomy.  Operation  of 
removing  the  prostate  gland. 

Prosta'tic.  Pertaining  to  the 
prostate. 

Prostati'tis  (pros-ta-ti'-tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  prostate 
gland. 

Prostatorrhoe'a  (pros-ta-to- 
re'-a).  Discharge  from  the 
prostate. 

Pros'thesis.  The  replacement 
of  an  absent  limb  or  organ  by 
an  artificial  apparatus. 

Prostra'tion.  Extreme  ex¬ 
haustion. 
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Protar  gol  (pro-tar'-gol).  An 
organic  salt  of  silver  much 
used  in  ophthalmic  and  ure¬ 
thral  surgery.  Strength  2  to 
10  per  cent. 

Pro'tSan.  Assuming  a  variety  | 
of  forms.  t 

Protec'tive  (pro-tek'tiv).  Thin  ' 
oil  silk. 

Pro'tgln  fpro'te-in).  Anorganic 
substance  similar  to  white  of 
egg. 

Proteinu'ria.  Presence  of  pro¬ 
tein  in  the  urine. 

Proud  Flesh.  Too  vigorous 
granulation,  growing  up  above 
the  proper  surface  of  the 
wound.  May  have  to  be 
touched  with  caustic. 

Pru'nus  Vlrg-inla'na.  Ameri¬ 
can  wild  cherry;  sedative; 
given  mostly  in  lung  cases. 

Pruri'go  (pru-ri'-go).  A  skin 
disease  marked  by  very  irri¬ 
table  and  lasting  eruptions. 

Prurl'tus  (pru-ri'-tus).  Local 
skin  irritation,  generally  of  the 
genitals. 

Prus'sic  Acid  (prus'sik  as'id). 
Violent  poison  found  in  bitter 
almonds,  and  laurel-leaves. 
Antidotes:  Ammonia  to  smell, 
emetic  or  stomach  tube  im- 
rnediately,  artificial  respira¬ 
tion,  stimulants  such  as  ether 
or  strychnine  hypodermically, 
and  a  cold  douche  to  the 
spine.  See  Hydrocyanic 
Acid. 

Pseudarthro'sis  (su-dar-thro'- 
sis).  A  false  joint. 


Pseu'do  (su'-do).  A  prefix 
meaning  false  or  spurious. 

Pseudocye'sis  (su  -  do- si- e'- 
sis).  Spurious  pregnan^. 

Psilo'sis  (si-lo'-sis).  Sprue, 
chronic  diarrhoea  with  raw¬ 
ness  of  the  tongue  and  in¬ 
digestion.  A  grave  disease, 
usually  contracted  in  the 

.  tropics. 

Pso'as  (so'-as).  An  important 
muscle  attached  above  to  the 
lumbar  vertebrae  and  below  to 
the  femur.  It  flexes  the  femur 
on  the  trunk;  a  psoas  abscess 
is  a  chronic  abscess  in  the 
psoas  muscle. 

Psori'asis  (so-ri'-a-sis).  A  scaly 
skin  disease  of  a  chronic  char¬ 
acter. 

Psychasthenia  (si-kas-thee'- 
ne-a).  A  form  of  neurasthenia 
with  mental  symptoms. 

Psychiat'ria  (si-ke  -  at're  -  a).  \ 

The  treatment  of  mental  dis¬ 
orders. 

Psy'chical  (si'-ke-kal).  Relat¬ 
ing  to  the  mind. 
Psycho-analysis.  A  method 
of  treatment  based  upon  the 
theories  of  Freud  tracing 
nervous  conditions  to  their 
antecedent  causes. 

Psychol'ogy.  The  science  of 
mental  action. 

Psycho'sis.  (si-ko'-sis).  Any 
disorder  of  the  mind. 

Pte'rion.  (te'r-e-on).  The  point 
of  junction  of  the  frontal, 
parietal,  temporal  and  sphe¬ 
noidal  bones. 
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Pto'maines  (to'ma-ina).  Alka¬ 
loid  substances  found  in 
putrefying  matter,  and  of  a 
poisonous  nature. 

Pto'sis  (to'-sis).  Drooping  of 
the  upper  eyelid. 

Pty'alin.  A  ferment  which  is 
present  in  saliva.  It  has  the 
power  of  digesting  starch. 

Pty'alism  (ti'-a-lizm).  Exces¬ 
sive  flow  of  saliva.  Sometimes 
a  symptom  of  mercurialism. 

Pu'berty  (pew'- ber-te).  The 
period  of  sexual  development. 

Pu'bes  (pu'-bez).  The  hair- 
covered  region  about  the 
genitals. 

Pubiot'omy  (pew-be-ot'-o-me). 
Cutting  the  pubis ;  an  operation 
sometimes  done  to  enlarge  a 
contracted  pelvis  and  so  facili¬ 
tate  delivery. 

Puden'da  (pu-den'-da).  The 
external  genital  organs. 

Puer'peral  (pu-er'per-al).  Re¬ 
lating  to  child-birth. 

Puer'peral  Fever.  A  con¬ 
tinued  fever  following  labour, 
and  due  to  contagion. 

Puer'peral  Insanity.  Usually 
begins  from  fourth  to  four¬ 
teenth  day  after  labour,  with 
pain  in  head,  restlessness  and 
insomnia.  The  patient  may  be 
either  maniacal  or  melan¬ 
cholic. 

Puerpe'rlum.  The  lying-in 
period  after  a  confinement. 

Pdl'monary  (pul'mun-a-re). 
Relating  to  the  lungs. 

Pulsa'tion  (pul-sa'-shun). 

i8o 


Beating  of  the  heart,  or  of  the 
blood  in  the  arteries. 

Pulse  (puls').  To  feel  pulsation, 
put  the  three  middle  fingers  on 
the  radial  artery  at  the  wrist, 
beneath  the  thumb.  The  pulse 
in  health  beats  about  120  to 
the  minute  in  infants ;  80  in 
children ;  60  to  70  in  maturity, 
and  50  in  old  age.  An  inter¬ 
mittent  or  irregular  pulse  is  a 
sign  of  exhaustion ;  a  full  pulse 
is  a  sign  of  the  early  stage 
of  fever ;  a  thread-like  pulse 
is  common  in  peritonitis ;  a 
hard  pulse  is  one  which  is  not 
easily  stopped  by  pressing  on 
it ;  a  soft  pulse  is  easily  com- 
oressible. 

Pulta'ceous  (pul  -  ta'  -  shus). 
Pap-like. 

Pul'vis.  A  powder. 

Pu'pil  (pu'-pil).  The  orifice 
in  the  centre  of  the  iris. 

Pu'pillary.  Pertaining  to  the 
pupil. 

Pur'gatlve  (pur'-ga-tiv).  A 
medicine  for  causing  evacua¬ 
tion  of  the  bowels.  Should 
be  given  on  an  empty 
stomach. 

Pur' pur  a  (pur'-pu-ra).  _  A 
serious  symptom  consisting 
of  purple  spots  or  patches, 
caused  by  the  escape  of  blood 
from  the  vessels  into  the 
skin. 

Pur'ulent  (pur'-u-lent).  Pus¬ 
like. 

Pus  (pus).  Matter.  Consists  of 
dead  leucocytes  in  an  albumin¬ 
ous  fluid.  Pus  in  the  urine 
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shows  as  a  white  sediment,  | 
thick  and  ropy;  it  gelatinises  i 
when  liquor  potassae  is  added.  ! 

Pus'tula  Mallg'na.  Anthrax 
{which  see), 

Pustula'tion.  The  formation 
of  pustules. 

PCSs'tuIe  (pus'-tule).  A  pimple 
containing  pus. 

Putrefac'tion  (pu  -  tre  -  fak'-  | 
shun).  The  rotting  away  of  | 
animal  matter.  Decomposi¬ 
tion  advanced  to  an  offensive 
stage.  ; 

P.  V.  Contraction  for  pey  vagi-  j 
nam — examination  of  the  pel-  ^ 
vie  organs  by  inspection  or  , 
palpation  through  the  vagina.  J 

Pyae'mia  (pi-e'-me-a).  Blood- 
poisoning  caused  by  the  i 
presence  of  micro-organisms  ' 
in  the  blood,  and  marked  by 
the  presence  of  abscesses. 

Pyarthro'sifl  (pi-ar-thro'-sis).  I 
Suppuration  in  a  joint. 

Pygirtis  (pi-e-li'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  pelvis  of  the 
kidney.  i 

Pyelog  raphy.  Investigation  j 
of  the  condition  of  the  pelvis  I 
of  the  kidney  by  photograph-  I 
ing  it  with  X-rays'after  it  has  | 
been  filled  with  an  opaque 
substance  (commonly  collar- 
gol)-  I 

Pyelos'copy.  Same  as  Pye-  j 

LOGRAPHY.  j 

Py'elongphrl'tis.  Inflamma¬ 
tion  of  the  kidney  and  its 
pelvis. 

Pylephigbi'tls.  Inflammation 


of  the  portal  vein  or  its 
branches  in  the  liver. 

Py'Ion.  A  temporary  artificial 
leg,  of  the  “peg-leg”  type. 

Pylorec'tomy.  Removal  of  the 
pyloric  end  of  the  stomach. 

Pylo'roplasty.  Operation  for 
widening  a  contracted  pylorus. 

Pylor'us  (pi-lor'-us).  The 
opening  of  the  stomach  into 
the  duodenum. 

Pyocol'pos  (pie-o-kol'  pos).  Pus 
retained  in  the  vagina. 

Pyome'tra  (pie-o  me'-tra).  Pus 
retained  in  the  uterus. 

Pyongphro'sis.  Pus  in  the 
kidney. 

Py'opneu'mothor'ax.  Pus  and 
air  in  the  pleural  cavity. 

Pyorrhoea  (p’le'-o-rhee'-a).  A 
flow  of  pus.  Generally  used 
as  meaning  the  same  as  pyor¬ 
rhoea  alveolaris,  a  condition  in 
which  pus  oozes  out  from  the 
gums  around  the  roots  of  the 
teeth.  This  is  also  known 
as  Rigg’s  disease  :  it  is  very 
common  amongst  those  who 
take  no  care  of  their  teeth, 
and  is  the  cause  of  many  kinds 
of  gastric  and  other  serious 
diseases. 

Pyosal'plnx.  Abscess  in  a 
Fallopian  tube. 

Py'othorax.  Pus  in  the  pleural 
cavity. 

Pyrex'ia  (pi-reks'-e-a).  Fever. 
Elevation  of  the  body  temper¬ 
ature. 

Pyro'sls  (pi-ro'-sis).  Heart¬ 
burn,  with  rushes  of  water- 
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brash  into  the  mouth,  due 
to  indigestion. 

Pyu'ria  (pi-u'-re-a).  Pus  in  the 
urine. 


Q. 

Quack.  One  who  pretends  to 
knowledge  or  skill  which  he 
does  not  possess. 

Quar'antine  (kwar'-an-teen).  A 
period  of  separation  of  infected 
persons  from  others,  necessary 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  dis¬ 
ease. 

Quar'tan  (kwawr'-tan).  A  fever 
rising  and  falling  in  periods 
of  three  days. 

Quas'sia  (kwash'-e-a).  A  bitter 
tonic  produced  from  a  South 
American  and  West  Indian 
tree. 

Quick'ening  (kwik'-ning).  The 
first  perception  of  movement 
of  the  foetus  in  the  womb, 
usually  felt  by  the  mother  at 
the  end  of  the  fourth  month. 

Quinine'.  A  tonic  procured 
from  the  bark  of  the  cinchona 
tree.  It  has  remarkable  anti- 
malarial  properties,  and  is 
particularly  useful  in  inter¬ 
mittent  fevers.  Is  also  an 
oxytocic,  always  strengthening 
and  sometimes  initiating 
uterine  contractions. 

Quin'sy  (kwin'ze).  Acute 
parenchymatous  tonsillitis 
with  suppuration  ;  practically 
an  abscess  about  or  in  the 
substance  of  the  tonsil,  caus¬ 
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ing  most  acute  symptoms  of 
fever  and  inability  to  swallow. 
See  Tonsillitis. 

Quin'tan  (kwin'-tan).  Remit¬ 
tent  fever  which  recurs  every 
four  days. 

Quotid'ian  (kwo-tid'-e-an).  A 
fever  having  a  period  of 
twenty-four  hours. 


R. 

Ra'bies  (ra'-be-eez).  A  specific 
infective  disease  :  affects  dogs 
chiefly,  but  may  be  transferred 
to  human  beings.  Hydro¬ 
phobia. 

Rac'emose  (ras'-e-mose). 
Clustered  glands  having  nu¬ 
merous  branch  tubes. 

Rach'is  (rak'is)  The  spine. 

Rachitic  (rack-it'-ik).  Rickety. 
A  rachitic  flat  pelvis  is  a  de¬ 
formity  of  the  pelvis  due  to 
rickets  during  childhood. 

Rachi'tis  (ra-ki'-tis).  Rickets  ; 
a  constitutional  disease  of 
childhood,  marked  by  curving 
of  the  spine  and  long  bones, 
and  enlargement  of  the  joints. 

Ra'dlal  (ra -de-al).  Relating  to 
the  radius. 

Rad'ical  (rad'-e-kal).  That 
which  goes  to  the  root;  thus 
radical  treatment  aims  at  an 
absolute  cure,  not  a  pallia¬ 
tion. 

Ra'dio-activ'ity.  The  act  of 
emitting  radium  emanations. 

Radlog'raphy  (ra-di-og'-ra-fe). 
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Science  of  examination  by 
means  of  X-rays. 

RadiSl  ogist.  One  who  has 
made  a  special  study  of  radio¬ 
logy. 

Radiol'og-y.  The  study  of  X-rays  l 
and  of  radium,  etc.  | 

Ra'dlutn.  A  substance  which 
has  the  property  of  giving  off 
continually  certain  emanations 
(of  three  or  more  different 
kinds)  which  have  certain  cur-  j 
ative  and  other  remarkable 
effects* 

Ra'dius  (ra'de-us).  The 
outer  bone  of  the  forearm, 
from  the  elbow  to  the  wrist. 
See  Skeleton. 

Rale  (rahl).  Slight  rattling 
sound  heard  in  the  air- 
passages  upon  auscultation. 

Ra'mus  (ra'-mus).  A  branch  ; 
thus  ramus  abdominalis, 
branch  from  lumbar  artery 
to  abdominal  walls.  ^ 

Ra'nlne  (ra'nine).  A  branch  i 
of  the  lingual  artery. 

Ran'ula  (ran'-u-la).  A  cystic 
tumour  under  the  tongue. 

Raph'e  (raf'e).  A  seam-like 
line  of  the  flesh. 

Rarefac'tion.  The  process  of 
becoming  less  dense. 

Rash.  A  temporary  eruption  of 
spots  in  the  skin. 

Rau'eous  (raw'kus).  Hoarse. 

Raynaud’s  Disease  (ra-no'). 
Recurring  vascular  spasm  of 
the  extremities  occasionally 
resulting  in  gangrene. 

Reaction  (re-ak'shun).  Re¬ 
sponse  to  stimulus. 


Rea'gent  (re-a'-jent).  Any  sub¬ 
stance  employed  to  produce  a 
chemical  reaction. 

Reaumur  (ra-o-mur).  A  tem¬ 
perature  scale  of  8o  equal 
decrees,  from  freezing  (o°)  to 
boiling  point. 

Receiv'er  (re-seev'-er).  Any 
surgical  vessel  used  to  receive 
soiled  dressings,  &c. 

Recrudes'cence  (re-kru-des'- 
sens).  Return  of  symptoms. 

Rec'tal.  Relating  to  the  rectum. 

Rectl'tls  (rek-ti'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  rectum. 

Rec'tocele  (rek'-to-seel).  Pro¬ 
trusion  of  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  vagina  with  the  anterior 
wall  of  the  rectum  through  the 
vagina. 

Rec'tum  (rek'-tum).  The  lower 
end  of  the  large  intestine  from 
the  colon  to  the  anus.  See 
Bowel. 

Rec'tus  (rek'tus).  Straight ; 
applied  to  certain  muscles, 

Recur'rent  (re-kur'-rent).  Re¬ 
turning  again  after  an  in¬ 
terval. 

Red-gum.  Popular  term  for 
an  imaginary  disease  supposed 
to  affect  infants  of  all  ages, 
particularly  about  the  time  of 
the  eruption  of  the  teeth.  Any 
rash  is  considered  to  be  a  sign 
of  red-gum ;  those  most  fre¬ 
quently  ascribed  to  this  con¬ 
dition  are  slight  heat  or  sweat 
rashes  and  mild  eczema  ;  both 
these  are  more  common  in  in¬ 
fants  suffering  from  mild  di¬ 
gestive  disorder, 
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Red  Lotion  (red  lo'shun),  As¬ 
tringent,  contains  sulphate  of 
zinc. 

Redu'cible  (re-du'-se-bl).  A 
term  given  to  such  hernias, 
dislocations,  &c.,  as  can  be 
replaced. 

Re'flex  Action  (re'-fleks  ak'- 
shun).  Involuntary  action 
occurring  in  response  to  a 
stimulus. 

Refrac  tion  (re-frak'-shun).  The 
bending  of  light  rays  as  they 
pass  from  one  medium  to  an¬ 
other.  In  medicine  this  bend¬ 
ing  is  an  essential  part  of  the 
process  by  which  the  image  of 
an  object  is  focussed  on  the 
retina  of  the  eye.  An  error  oj 
refraction  means  that  when  the 
muscular  apparatus  of  the  eye 
is  at  rest,  or  paralysed  by 
atropine,  a  clear  image  of  a 
distant  object  is  not  projected 
on  to  the  retina  as  it  should 
be.  The  estimation  of  this 
error  is  necessary  before  pro- 
per_  spectacles  can  be  pre¬ 
scribed,  and  its  determination 
is  often  called  “  doing  a  refrac¬ 
tion  ”. 

RSg'imen  (rej '-e-men).  A  rule 
of  diet  or  of  hygiene,  or  of  life. 

Regurgita'tion  (re-gur-je-ta'- 
shun).  A  backward  flow  of 
blood  through  defective  valves. 

Relapse'  (re-laps').  A  return 
of  disease  after  convalescence 
has  once  begun. 

Relaps'ing  Fever.  A  con¬ 
tagious  fever  due  to  a  spiril¬ 
lum. 


Remit'tent  (re-mit'-tent).  Re¬ 
turning  at  regular  intervals  ; 
applied  to  certain  fevers. 

Re'nal  (re'-nal).  Relating  to 
the  kidney. 

Ren'net  (ren'net).  A  prepara¬ 
tion  containing  rennin. 

Rennin  A  milk-curdling  fer¬ 
ment  present  in  the  gastric 
juice. 

Resec'tion.  A  complete  re¬ 
moval. 

Resis'tance  (re-zist'-ans).  In 
electricity  the  opposition  of 
matter  to  the  passage  of  a 
current. 

Resolution  (rez-o-lew'-shun).  In 
medicine  this  means  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  a  collection  of 
cells  or  fluid — as  for  instance 
when  an  inflammatory  tumour 
or  exudate  goes  away  without 
suppurating. 

Res'onance  (rez'-o-nans).  In¬ 
crease  of  sound  by  reverbera¬ 
tion,  applied  to  voice  sounds 
in  auscultation. 

Resor'cin  (re-sor'-sin).  Anti¬ 
septic  and  antipyretic.  May 
cause  poisoning. 

Respira'tion  (re-spi-ra'-shun). 
Breathing.  Rate  should  be 
in  infants  50  to  the  minute, 
in  children  36,  in  adults  16. 

Res'plrator  (res'-pe-ra-tor).  An 
instrument  worn  over  the 
mouth  to  prevent  direct  con¬ 
tact  with  cold  air.  Also  used 
to  prevent  the  inhaling  of 
poisonous  gases. 

Restitution  (rest-te-tew'-shun). 
In  obstetric  practice  this  term 
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means  therotation  of  thefcEtal 
head  towards  the  right  or  left 
side  immediately  after  it  has 
completely  passed  the  vulva; 
the  occiput  is  thus  turned  (in 
a  vertex  presentation)  towards 
the  same  side  of  the  mother 
as  that  on  which  it  originally 
entered  the  pelvis. 

Resuscita'tion  (re-sus-se-ta'- 
shun).  Reviving  those  who 
are  apparently  dead. 

Retch'ing  (retsh'-ing).  In¬ 
effectual  efforts  to  vomit. 

Reten'tion  (re  ten'-shun).  To 
hold  back.  Inability  to  void 
urine. 

RSt'ina  (ret'-e-na).  The  inner 
membrane  of  the  eye,  upon 
which  objects  are  focussed  ;  it 
is  formed  by  an  expansion 
of  the  optic  nerve.  See 
Eye. 

Rgt'inal.  Pertaining  to  the 
retina. 

Retini'tis  (ret-in-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  retina. 

Retrac'tion  (le-trak'-shun). 
The  process  whereby  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  uterus 
remain  permanently  shortened 
to  a  slight  degree  after  each 
contraction  or  labour  pain:  by 
this  process  the  uterus  when 
empty  does  not  require  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  a  state  of  active  con¬ 
traction  in  order  to  maintain 
its  lessened  bulk  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  haemorrhage.  The 
retraction^  ring,  or  Bandl's 
ring,  is  a  ridge  which  can  some¬ 
times  be  felt  on  the  uterus 


above  the  pubes  in  cases  of 
prolonged  or  obstructed 
labour;  it  marks  the  line  of 
separation  between  the  upper 
contractile  and  the  lower  dila- 


Retraction  Ring. 

R  Retraction  ring. 

U  Uterus. 

Oi  Os  externum. 

O2  Os  internum. 

table  segments  of  the  uterus, 
and  its  appearance  is  an  indi¬ 
cation  for  immediate  comple¬ 
tion  of  labour  by  artificial 
means. 

Retrac'tor  (re-trak'-tur).  An 
instrument  used  to  keep  the 
edges  of  a  wound  apart,  or  to 
keep  back  muscles  during  an 
amputation. 

Retrobulbar.  Behind  the 
globe  of  the  eye. 

Retroflex  ion  (re-tro-flek - 
shun).  A  bending  back.  The 
uterus  is  normally  bent  slight¬ 
ly  forwards  at  itsjunction  with 
the  cervix  ;  any  bending  back¬ 
wards  at  this  point  constitutes 
retroflexion. 
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Re'troperitone'al.  Behind  the 
posterior  layer  of  the  peri¬ 
toneum. 

Retropharyngeal  (re'-tro-far- 
in-je'-al).  Between  the  pharynx 
and  the  front  of  the  vertebral 
column. 

Retrover'sion  (re  -  tro  -  ver'  - 
shun).  A  turning  backwards. 
The  uterus  is  normally  turned 
considerably  forwards,  that  is 
the  cervix  is  directed  towards 
the  lower  end  of  the  sacrum 
and  the  fundus  towards  the 
supra-pubic  region.  If  tilted 
backwards,  or  even  if  less 
tilted  forwards  than  normally, 
it  is  said  to  be  retroverted. 
Retroversion  of  the  gravid 
uterus  is  important  because 
the  enlarging  fundus  may  be 
unable  to  escape  from  the 
hollow  of  the  sacrum  into  the 
abdomen,  and  the  serious  con¬ 
dition  of  incarceration  may 
then  arise;  this  complication 
is  met  with  in  the  early  months 
of  pregnancy  only. 

Rhag'ades  (rag'-a-dez).  _  A 
crack  or  fissure  of  skin  causing 
pain. 

Rhat'any  (rat'-an-e).  A  drug 
used  as  a  styptic,  and  in  cases 
of  fissure  of  the  nipple. 

Rhe'ophores  (re' -  o  -  fores). 
The  current-bearers  of  a  bat¬ 
tery  :  they  are  placed  directly 
on  the  organ  or  muscle  to  be 
galvanised. 

Rh'eostat.  Apparatus  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  resistance  to  an 
electric  current. 
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Rhe'otome,(re'-ot-om).  A  de¬ 
vice  for  interrupting  an  elec¬ 
tric  circuit. 

Rhe'otrope  (re'-o-trope).  An 
instrument,  used  in  reversing 
a  current. 

Rhe'um  (re'-um).  Rhubarb;  a 
favourite  purge. 

Rheumat'ic.  Pertaining  to 
rheumatism, 

Rheu'matism  (roo'-ma-tizm). 
A  diseased  condition  of  diverse 
origin ;  if  acute,  it  is  commonly 
called  rheumatic  fever ;  but  it 
may  be  chronic  or  muscular. 

Rheu'matoid.  Similar  to  rheu¬ 
matism. 

Rhini'tis  (ri-ni'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  nose. 

Rhin'ollth.  A  calculus  formed 
in  the  nose. 

Rhinoplas'ty  (ri-no-plas'-te). 
Making  a  false  nose. 

Rhin'orrhce'a.  Discharge  from 
the  nose. 

Rhi'noscope  (ri' -  no  -  skope). 
Nasal  speculum. 

R  h  o  n'c  h  u  s  (rong' -  kus).  A 
rattling  bronchial  sound  heard 
on  auscultation. 

Rhu'barb  (roo'-barb).  A  favour- 
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ite  household  medicine  given  i 
as  a  purgative.  (Rheum.) 

Ribs  (ribs).  Long  lateral  bones  i 
enclosing  the  chest.  The  up-  j 
per  seven  ribs  on  each  side  i 
join  the  sternum  by  separate  I 
cartilages  and  are  called  true  I 
fibs  ;  the  lower  five  ribs  being 
termed  false  ribs.  Of  the  ! 
latter  the  upper  three  pairs  j 
are  attached  to  the  sternum  by  i 
a  common  cartilage  on  each  I 
side  ;  while  the  lower  two  ribs  j 
on  each  side  are  not  attached  i 
to  the  sternum  at  all,  and 
are  therefore  called  floating 
ribs. 

Rice  water  stools.  Stools  of 
cholera  which  look  like  water  J 
in  which  rice  has  been  boiled. 

Richter’s  Hernia.  Hernia 
which  involves  only  a  portion 
of  the  lumen  of  the  intestine. 

Rick'ets.  See  Rachitis. 

Riggf’s  Disease.  See  Pyor- 

RHCEA, 

Ri'gor  (ri'-gor).  A  sudden  at¬ 
tack  of  shivering,  usually  the 
herald  of  an  attack  of  fever,  the 
height  of  the  latter  being  pro-  , 
portionate  to  the  virulence  of 
the  former. 

m’z  or  Mor'tis.  The  stiffening  i 
of  the  body  after  death.  ! 

Rl'ma  (ri'-ma).  A  fissure;  thus  ! 
rifna  glottidis,  slit  between 
vocal  cords.  i 

Ring: Pessaries.  Instruments,  | 
usually  made  of  watch  spring  j 
covered  with  rubber,  worn  in 
the  vagina  for  the  relief  of 
prolapse  or  other  malposition 


of  the  pelvic  organs.  No 
rubber-covered  pessary  should 
be  worn  longer  than  three 
months,  and  careful  daily 
douching  is  necessary  even  if 
the  instrument  is  renewed  at 
that  interval.  See  Pessary. 

Ringr'worm  (ring'wurm),  or 
tinea  tonsurans.  A  circular 
skin  eruption  ;  contagious,  and 
very  difficult  to  cure  if  occur¬ 
ring  on  the  scalp.  The  most 
effective  treatment  is  exposure 
of  the  affected  patches  to  X- 
rays.  This  causes  all  the  hair 
on  the  exposed  region  to  fall 
out,  and  when  it  grows  again 
in  a  few  weeks’  time  it  is 
found  to  be  free  from  ring¬ 
worm.  This  disease  is  not 
caused  by  a  worm,  but  by  a 
microscopic  fungus  which  at¬ 
tacks  the  hair  in  the  hair 
follicles. 

Ri'5u.s  SardSn'icus.  A  con¬ 
vulsive  grin,  symptomatic  of 
lock-j  aw. 

Rochelle'  Salt  (ro-shel').  An 
aperient  containing  potash  and 
soda. 

Ro'dent  Ul'cer  (ro'dent  uP- 
ser).  A  gnawing  spreading 
ulcer,  which  is  a  mild  type  of 
cancer,  eating  away  the  flesh, 
usually  on  the  face. 

Rom'berg:’s  Symptom.  Ten¬ 
dency  to  fall  when  the  eyes 
are  closed;  seen  in  locomotor 
ataxy. 

Rong:eur  (rawn-zher').  Gouge 
forceps,  used  in  operations  on 
the  skull. 


Ron 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Rup 


Rongeur. 

Ront'gen  Rays.  X-rays; 
generated  by  electricity  in  a 
vacuum  tube,  and  used  in  sur¬ 
gery  to  show  presence  of 
bullets,  &c.,  embedded  in  the 
desh. 


Rosa'cea(ro-zay'-se-a).  A  red¬ 
dened  condition  of  the  face, 
especially  of  the  nose.  Though 
often  caused  by  indulgence  in 
alcohol,  it  may  occur  in  tee¬ 
totallers,  and  is  not  necessarily 
any  indication  of  alcoholism. 

Rose'ola  (ro-ze'-o-la).  A  rose- 
coloured  rash  due  to  slight 
fever  ;  non-contagious,  and  of 
no  great  importance. 

Rotation  (ro-ta'-shun).  Twist¬ 
ing.  Applied  to  the  twisting 
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of  the  head  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  fcetus  as  it  passes  down 
the  birth  canal  and  follows  its 
curves. 

Rota  tors  (ro-ta'-turs).  Muscles 
which  cause  circular  move¬ 
ments. 

Ro'theln  (ro'-teln).  Rubella 

{which  see). 

Round  Lig  aments.  Two  thin 
cords  passing  from  the  uterus 
through  the  broad  ligaments, 
and  terminating  in  the  canals 
of  Nuck  in  the  inguinal  re¬ 
gions. 

Rubefa'cients  (ru-be- 
fa' -  se-ents).  Mild  irritants 
which  cause  redness  of  the 
skin. 

Rubel'la  (ru-bel'la).  German 
measles.  The  fever  lasts  from 
three  to  five  days ;  infection 
for  a  fortnight  after  the  rash 
disappears. 

Rube'ola.  Measles  {which  see). 

Ru'gous  (ru'-gus).  'Wrinkled. 

Ru'pia  (ru'-pe-aj.  A  skin  dis¬ 
ease  due  to  tertiary  syphilis. 

Rup'ture  (rup'tyur).  A  burst¬ 
ing.  In  popular  language  a 
rupture  means  a  hernia,  i.e,, 
a  protrusion  of  some  part  of 
the  abdominal  contents 
through  a  weak  or  yielding 
place  in  the  abdominal  wall. 
In  obstetric  practice  rupture 
of  the  perineum  is  not  uncom¬ 
mon  as  a  result  of  labour, 
especially  in  primiparse  ;  rup¬ 
ture  of  the  uterus  is  a  rare 
event  due  to  unrelieved  ob¬ 
structed  labour,  or  more  rarely 
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still  to  unskilful  attempts  at 
delivery  by  the  use  of  instru¬ 
ments;  rupture  of  the  mem¬ 
branes  is  the  normal  sequence 
of  full  dilatation  of  the  cervix 
in  labour,  and  marks  the  com- 
mencemeni  of  the  second 
stage;  but  som.etimes  the 
membranes  rupture  pre¬ 
maturely,  and  sometimes  they 
do  not  rupture  at  all  and  re¬ 
quire  to  be  forcibly  torn  by 
the  obstetric  attendant.  R^ip- 
ture  of  a  tubal  or  extra-uterine 
pregnancy  is  a  serious  event 
which  may  occur  in  a  woman 
who  does  not  suspect  herself 
of  being  pregnant.  It  requires 
expert,  and  very  often  oper¬ 
ative.  treatment. 

Ru'ta.  Rue;  used  in  enemata 
for  flatulent  colic. 


S. 

Sabourand  Pastille.  An  in¬ 
vention  for  measuring  the 
dose  of  X-rays  to  which  a  sur¬ 
face  has  been  exposed. 

Sac  (sakj.  A  small  pouch,  such 
as  a  hernial  sac. 

Sac'charin  (sak'-kar-ine).  A 
substitute  for  sugar,  used  in 
diabetic  cases;  it  is  usually 
in  the  form  of  tabloids,  two  i 
of  which  (i  gr.  in  each)  will 
sweeten  a  cup  of  tea. 

Saccharotny'ces  (sak-a-ro- 
mi'-sez).  Another  name  for 
the  oidium  albicans,  the  fun-  I 


I  gus  which  is  the  cause  of 
I  THRUSH  {which  see). 

I  Sac'culated  (sak'-u-la-ted). 

!  Bagged,  or  pursed  out. 

Sac'ral.  Pertaining  to  the  sa¬ 
crum.  S.  anaesthesia — see 
Caudal  An.csthesia. 

Sacro-ll'iac  Disease  (say'-kro- 
il'-e-ak).  Disease,  usually  tu¬ 
berculous,  of  the  sacro-iliac 
joint. 

Sacroil'iac  Synchondro'sis 
I  or  Joint.  The  articulation 
I  between  the  sacrum  and  the 
I  hip-bone.  Normally  there  is 
no  movement  at  this  joint, 
which  in  men  is  practically 
non-existent;  during  preg¬ 
nancy  the  joint  becomes  more 
movable,  and  the  amount  of 
tilting  of  the  sacrum  on  the 
[  pelvis  permitted  during  labour 
i  is,  though  slight,  sufficient  to 
j  make  a  difference  in  the  rela- 
j  tions  of  the  foetal  head  and  the 
birth  passages  which  facili- 
I  tates  birth. 

i  Sa'crum  (sa'krum).  The 
I  lowest  division  of  the  back- 
I  bone.forming  part  of  the  pelvis 
j  (which  see). 

SajrTttal  (saj'-it-tal).  Arrow- 
like.  S.  suture,  the  suture 
I  between  the  parietal  bones. 

St.  Anthony’s  Fire.  Ery¬ 
sipelas. 

St.  Vi'tus’  Dance.  Chorea 

(which  see), 

Sal’  A^em^'broth.  A  salt  of 
corrosive  sublimate  and 
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i  ammonium.  See 

TH. 

J'niac.  Chloride  of 
A&.  Used  as  a  saline 
suiution  in  the  cells  of  a  bat¬ 
tery. 

SalTcin.  A  glucoside  prepared 
from  willow. 

Sali'cylate.  A  salt  of  salicylic 
acid. 

Salicyl'ic  Acid  (sal-e-sil'-ik 
as'id).  An  antiseptic  and 
antipyretic.  A  useful  drug 
for  allaying  the  joint-pains 
of  acute  rheumatism. 

Salic^l'ic  Wool.  An  antisep¬ 
tic  wool  impregnated  with 
the  white  crystals  of  the  acid, 
and  a  small  quantity  of 
glycerine.  This  wool  must 
not  be  shaken,  or  the  crystals 
fall  out  and  cause  sneezing. 

Saline,  (sa'-line).  Salt  con¬ 
taining.  Normal  saline  solu¬ 
tion  is  a  solution  of  common 
salt  in  water  of  a  certain 
strength  which  is  found  to 
be  most  beneficial  to  living 
tissue.  In  general  terms, 
this  strength  is  one  and  a 
half  drachms  of  salt  to  a  pint  of 
water.  When  used  for  trans¬ 
fusion  or  infusion,  it  must  of 
course  be  sterilised  before  use. 

Salines,  Aperient.  Usually 
following  calomel :  sod.  sulph. 
=  glauber  salts,  mag.  sulph.  = 
epsom  salts. 

Salisbury  Treatment.  Treat¬ 
ment  by  a  diet  consisting 
solely  of  minced  meat  and 
water. 


Sali'va  (sa-li'-va).  The  watery 
fluid  poured  into  the  mouth 
by  the  salivary  glands. 

Sal'ivary  Qiands.  Three 
pairs  of  glands  situated  under¬ 
neath  the  lower  jaw.  See 
Parotid, 

Saliva'tion  (sal-e-vay'-shun). 
Production  of  saliva  in  unusual 
quantity. 

SaToi  (sa'lol).  A  white  powder 
composed  of  salicylic  and  car¬ 
bolic  acids.  Given  internally 
in  acute  rheumatism,  and 
also  used  locally  as  an  anti¬ 
septic. 

Salpingectomy  (sal-pin-jek'-to- 
me).  Removal  of  one  or  both 
Fallopian  tubes. 

Salpingi'tis  (sal -pin -  ji' -  tis). 
Inflammation  of  a  tube,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  Fallopian 
tubes,  and  also  less  commonly 
of  the  Eustachian  tubes. 

Salpingo=oopliorectomy  (sal- 
pin'-go-o'-o-for-ek'-to-me).  Re¬ 
moval  of  the  Fallopian  tubes 
and  ovaries. 

Salpingos  tomy  (sal-pin-gos'- 
lo-me).  Opening  artificially 
a  Fallopian  tube  whose  aper¬ 
ture  has  been  closed  by  in¬ 
flammation  or  any  other 
means. 

Sal'pinx  (sal'-pingks).  A  tube, 
either  Eustachian  or  Fallo¬ 
pian. 

Saltpe'tre  (solt-pee'-tr).  Ni¬ 
trate  of  potassium. 

Sal'varsan.  A  remedy  for 
syphilis.  Is  given  as  a  rule  in- 
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travenously.  Also  known  as 
‘‘606”. 

Salve.  An  ointment. 

Sal  Volat'ile'.  Stimulant, 
antacid  and  expectorant. 
Usual  dose,  30  drops  in  an 
ounce  of  water. 

Sanato'rium.  Any  institu-  j 
tion  fo‘r  convalescent  patients  1 
can  technically  be  called  a 
sanatorium ;  but  the  tendency 
the  last  few  years  has  been  to 
restrict  this  name  to  institu¬ 
tions  for  the  open-air  treat¬ 
ment  of  tuberculosis. 

Sang:uifica'tion  (san-gwif-e- 
ka'-shun).  Changing  of  chyle 
into  blood. 

Sanguin'eous  (san-gwin'-e-  ! 
us).  Blood-stained.  Contain-  j 
ing  blood.  I 

Sa'nies  (sa'-ne-ez).  A  thin,  j 
fetid,  blood-tinged  discharge  j 
from  ulcers. 

San'itas  (san'-e-tas).  A  disin-  I 
fectant  fluid,  prepared  from  ! 
oil  of  turpentine. 

Sanita'tion.  The  use  of  me¬ 
thods  conducive  to  the  public 
health. 

San'tonin  (san'-to-nin).  A  i 
worm  expeller.  Usually  given 
in  cream.  Dose,  one  to  five  ' 
grains.  The  patient  after  i 
taking  santonin  not  uncom-  | 
monly  sees  everything  yellow  j 
for  a  time.  See  Xanthopsia,  j 

Saphe'na  (sa-fe'-na).  A  large 
vein  of  the  thigh. 

Sipona'ceous.  Soapy. 

Saprae'mia  (sap-re'-mi-a).  Ab-  I 
sorption  into  the  blood  of  toxic  I 


substances  produced  locally — 
as  in  an  abscess — by  bacteria 
which  have  not  invaded  the 
actual  tissues.  Puerperal  sap- 
rcemia  is  due  to  such  toxaemia 
arising  from  the  presence  of 
micro-organisms  in  decompos¬ 
ing  blood,  placental  or  decidual 
tissue,  etc.,  in  the  uterus  after 
delivery.  If  such  material  with 
its  contained  micro-organisms 
is  not  removed,  there  is  danger 
that  the  process  may  spread  to 
the  uterus  itself  and  beyond, 
thus  causing  the  very  serious 
condition  of  puerperal  septic- 
a;mia.  In  actual  practice  no 
hard  and  fast  line  can  be 
drawn  between  these  two  con¬ 
ditions. 

Sar'cocele  (sar'-ko-sele).  En¬ 
largement  of  the  testicle. 

Sarcolem'ma  (sar-ko-lem'-ma). 
The  membrane  which  covers 
each  fibril  of  muscle. 

Sarco'ma  (sar-ko'-ma).  A 
malignant  tumour  composed 
of  embryonic  connective  tis¬ 
sue. 

Sarsaparil'Ia  (sar-sa-pa-ril'- 
la).  A  mild  diuretic,  tonic 
and  laxative,  obtained  from 
the  root  of  a  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  smilax. 

Sarto'rius  (sar-to'-re-us).  The 
long  muscle  of  the  thigh. 

Sas'safrSs  (sas'-sa-fras).  An 
aromatic  stimulant,  astringent 
and  diaphoretic ;  used  in 
cleansing  heads  infected  with 
pediculi  capitis. 
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Satyri'asis  (sat-e-n'-a-sis). 
Sexual  incontinence  in  men. 

Sax' in.  A  substitute  for 
sugar. 

Sayre’s  Jacket.  A  plaster  of 
Paris  jacket  sometimes  used 
for  cases  of  caries  of  the  ! 
spine. 

Scab  (skab).  An  incrustation 
formed  over  a  wound. 

Sca'bies  (ska'be-eez).  The  itch; 
a  contagious  skin  disease  due 
to  a  parasitic  insect. 

Scalp.  The  skin  covering  the  | 
cranium.  i 

Scal'pel  (skaPpel).  A  straight  i 
knife  with  convex  edge  and  ! 
pointed,  used  in  dissecting  and  j 
surgery. 

Scaph'oid.  Boat-shaped.  The  | 
name  of  a  bone  of  the  carpus 
and  of  the  tarsus. 

Scap'ula  (skap' -u-Ia).  The 
shoulder-blade. 


Scapula. 

a  Glenoid  Fossa. 
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Scarsfica'tion  (skar-e-fe-ka'- 
shun).  Small  incisions  for 
blood-letting;  used  instead  of 
cupping. 

Scar'ificator  (skar' -  e  -  fe  -  ka - 
tur).  A  small  box-like  instru¬ 
ment  fitted  with  many  little 
blades,  and  used  19  perform 
scarification. 

Scarlati'na  (skar -la -  te'na), 
Scarlet  fever;  an  infectious 
fever  accompanied  by  redness 
of  the  skin,  and  most  common 
in  children. 

Schafer’s  Method.  A  method 
of  artificial  respiration,  re¬ 
cently  introduced ;  probably 
more  suited  for  adults  than  for 
the  newly  born. 

Schat'z’s  Method.  A  method 
of  converting  a  face  presenta¬ 
tion  into  a  vertex ;  this  is  only 
permissible  for  a  qualified 
medical  practitioner. 

Schauta’s  operation  (shont'- 
a’s).  Paravaginal  section, 
which  see. 

Schizomyce'tes  (skiz-o-mi-se'- 
tez).  A  general  term  for  all 
classes  of  bacteria. 

Schneide'rian  Mem'brane 
(shni-der'-e-an).  The  lining 
membrane  of  the  top  of  the 
nose. 

Schott  Treatment.  Treatment 
of  heart  disease  by  baths  and 
regulated  exercises. 

Schuit'ze’s  Method.  A 

method  of  artificial  respiration 
well  adapted  for  asphyxia 
neonatorum.  The  child  is 
held  by  the  shoulders  and  arm- 
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pits  and  swung  at  the  full 
stretch  of  the  operator's  arms 
until  it  is  over  his  head ;  by 
this  means  the  infant’s  head, 


Schultze’s  Method  of  Respira¬ 
tion. 

legs  and  spine  are  flexed,  and 
the  chest  is  compressed ;  on 
swinging  it  down  the  flexion 
is  converted  into  extension  and 
the  chest  is  expanded. 
Schwann  Substance.  White 
sheath  of  nerve-fibre. 

Sciage  (se-azh').  A  sawing 
movement  in  massage. 

Sclat'ica  (si-at'-ik-a).  Neural¬ 
gia  of  the  sciatic  nerve — the 
large  nerve  of  the  thigh.  A 
very  painful  disease.  Keep 
the  patient  in  bed  and  warm. 
Light  food.  Such  local  treat¬ 
ment  as  the  application  of 
blisters  may  be  left  to  the 
nurse. 

Scil'lae  (sil'-le).  Squills. 

13 


Scir'rhus  (skir'rus).  A  hard 
tumour  of  cancerous  character. 

Scleroder'ma  (skler-o-der'ma). 
A  chronic  disease  of  the  skin 
causing  hardness. 

Sclero'ma  (skler-o'-ma).  A 
hardening  of  the  tissues. 
Scleroma  neonatorum.  In-- 
fantile  disease.  Rare,  very 
fatal. 

Sclero’sis  (skleer-o'-sis).  Hard¬ 
ening.  See  also  Dissemin¬ 
ated  Sclerosis. 

Sclerbt'ic  (skls-rot'-ik).  The 
opaque  outer  coat  of  the  eye¬ 
ball. 

Sclerot'omy  (skleer-ot'-to-me). 
An  operation  on  the  sclerotic 
coat  of  the  eye,  for  the  relief 
of  glaucoma. 

S  c  o  I  i  o's  i  s  (sko-li-o'-sis). 
Lateral  curvature  of  the 
spine. 

Scopolamine  (sko-po'-lam-een). 
A  hypnotic  drug,  allied  very 
closely  to  hyoscine.  Has  been 
much  used  to  produce  a 
quiet  state  before  anaesthesia, 
and  during  labour  (twilight 
sleep). 

S  c  o  rb  u' t  u  s  (skor-bu'-tus). 
Scurvy ;  a  disease  marked  by 
dejection,  anaemia,  and  haemor¬ 
rhages,  and  caused  by  want 
of  fresh  meat  and  vegetables. 

Scoto'ma  (sko-to'-ma).  A  blind 
spot  in  the  field  of  vision,  due 
to  derangement  of  the  sight. 

Scott’s  Dressing.  Strips  of 
lint  spread  with  compound 
mercurial  ointment. 


193 


Scr 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Sec 


ScrSf'ula  (skrof'-u-la).  An  al¬ 
most  obsolete  term  for  a  sup¬ 
posed  constitutional  condition 
manifested  by  a  peculiar  physi¬ 
ognomy  and  by  enlargements 
of  glands,  bone  disease,  and 
other  signs.  Most  of  these 
signs  are  now  known  to  be  the 
results  of  tuberculosis,  and 
others  of  adenoids,  &c.  The 
term  is  rapidly  falling  into 
disuse,  and  it  no  longer  bears 
any  definite  meaning. 

Scro'tocele  (skro'-to-sele). 
Hernia  in  the  scrotum. 

Scro'tum  (skro'tum).  The  bag 
which  holds  the  testicles. 

Scru'ple  (skru'pl).  A  weight 
equal  to  20  grs.  apothecaries’ 
weight,  or  1-296  grammes. 

Scur'vy.  Scorbutus  see). 

Scyb'ala  (sib'-a-la).  Faeces 
passed  as  hard  dry  masses. 

Seba'ceous  (se-ba'-shus). 
Fatty,  secreting  oily  matter. 

Seborrhoe'a  (seb-o-re'-a).  Ex¬ 
cessive  secretion  of  the  seba¬ 
ceous  glands. 

Se'bum.  The  fat  of  the  skin, 
secreted  by  the  sebaceous 
glands. 

Sec'ondary  Disease.  A  disease 
consequent  on  another  disease 
gone  before. 

Sec'ond  Inten'tion.  The  heal¬ 
ing  of  a  wound  by  means  of 
granulation,  and  the  growing 
of  new  skin. 

Second  Stage  (of  Labour). 

From  complete  dilatation  of 
the  cervix,  usually  associated 
with  rupture  of  the  mem¬ 
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branes,  to  the  complete  ex¬ 
pulsion  of  the  child.  During 
this  stage,  which  lasts  normally 
two  to  four  hours  in  primiparas, 
and  up  to  one  hour  in  multi¬ 
part,  the  pains  are  very  severe, 
and  the  uterine  contractions 
are  assisted  by  those  of  the  ab¬ 
dominal  muscles.  This  is  the 
stage  for  which  chloroforrn, 
ether,  or  other  anaesthetic  is 
often  given.  See  also  La¬ 
bour. 

Secondary  Are'ola  (a-re'-o-la). 
A  peculiar  spotty  pigmentation 
of  the  skin  often  seen  on  the 
breast  around  the  nipple  dur¬ 
ing  pregnancy.  See  Areola. 

Secondary  Hsem'orrhage.  In 
general  surgical  practice  this 
means  haemorrhage  after  in¬ 
jury  (such  as  an  operation  or 
other  wound),  coming  on  more 
than  twenty-four  hours  _  after 
infliction  and  due  to  sepsis  and 
septic  ulceration  into  a  blood 
vessel ;  in  obstetric  practice  it 
means  uterine  bleeding  due  to 
septic  infection,  or  hemor¬ 
rhage  from  the  infant’s  um¬ 
bilicus  due  to  septic  infection 
of  the  stump  of  the  cord. 

Secondary  Uterine  Inertia. 
See  Inertia  of  Uterus. 

Secre'tion  (se-kre'-shun).  A 
substance  separated  from  the 
blood  by  the  action  of  one  of 
the  glandular  organs :  thus 
milk,  saliva,  sweat,  urine,  etc., 
are  secretions. 

Sec'undines.  The  products 
of  gestation  other  than  the 
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foetus;  that  is  to  say,  the 
placenta,  membranes  and 
decidua. 

S6d'ative  (sed'a-tiv).  Allaying 
excitement  or  pain. 

Seld'lltz  Powder.  A  popular 
aperient  in  the  form  of  two 
powders,  which,  when  mixed, 
effervesce. 

Semeiol'ogry  (se-mi-ol'-o-je). 
The  doctrine  of  the  signs  and 
symptoms  of  disease. 

Se'men  (se'men).  The  secre-  i 
tion  of  the  testicles  mixed 
with  that  of  the  seminal 
vesicles  and  prostate 

Semlclr'cular  Canals.  Three 
canals  of  the  internal  ear,  the 
sense  organs  of  equilibration 
or  balance.  See  Ear. 

Semilu'nar  cartilages.  Two 
crescentic  cartilages,  an  inter¬ 
nal  and  an  external,  lying  in  the 
knee  joint  between  the  femur 
and  tibia. 

Sem'inal.  Relating  to  the 
semen. 

Senirity  (se-nil'e-te).  De¬ 
generative  changes  due  to  ad¬ 
vanced  age. 

Sen'na  (sen'na).  A  rapid  aperi-  I 
ent.  The  syrup  of  senna  is  | 
best  disguised  if  given  in 
coffee. 

Senso'rium.  That  portion  of 
the  brain  in  which  sensations  | 
are  transmuted  into  conscious-  j 
ness. 

Sen'sory  Nerves.  Those  which 
convey  impressions  to  the  i 
brain. 

Sep'sls.  The  condition  of  be-  i 


ing  infected  by  pyogenic 
bacteria. 

Sep'tic  (sep'-tik).  Pertaining 
to  sepsis. 

Septicae'mla  (sep-te-seem'-i-a). 
The  invasion  of  the  blood  and 
other  tissues  by  micro-organ¬ 
isms  ;  a  very  serious  condi¬ 
tion  of  profound  blood  poison¬ 
ing.  Puerperal  septiccemia  is 
the  most  dangerous  and  fatal 
disease  of  lying-in  women,  and 
is  due  to  the  infection  of  the 
uterus  by  septic  organisms 
during  or  after  labour.  In  the 
!  great  majority  of  cases  these 
I  are  conveyed  by  the  fingers  or 
instruments  of'  the  midwife  or 
doctor,  and  the  occurrence  of 
I  this  disease  is  therefore  a  re- 
I  proach  to  those  who  have  thus 
I  been  responsible  for  it. 

Sep'tum.  The  division  between 
two  cavities  ;  such  as  septum 
ventriculorum,  which  separ¬ 
ates  the  right  ventricle  of  the 
heart  from  the  left. 

Seque'l®  (se-kwe'-le).  Morbid 
conditions  remaining  after, 
and  consequent  on,  some 
former  illness. 

Seques'trum  (se-kwes'-trum). 
A  fragment  of  dead  bone. 

Serpenta'rla  (ser-pen-ta'-ri-a). 
A  drug  used  as  a  nerve  stimu¬ 
lant.  Diaphoretic  and  di¬ 
uretic. 

Serpig'inous  (ser-pij'-in-us). 
Slowly  spreading  to  neigh¬ 
bouring  areas  in  a  manner 
similar  to  ringworm. 

Se'rum  (se'rum).  The  fluid  of 
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the  blood  remaining  after 
the  clot  and  blood  corpuscles 
have  been  removed.  Serum 
therapy,  treatment  by  the 
serum  of  an  immunised  ani¬ 
mal. 

Ses'amoid  Bones.  Small  foci 
of  bone  formation  in  the  ten¬ 
dons  of  muscles. 

Ses'sile  (ses'il).  Having  no 
stem  (applied  to  tumours). 

Se'ton.  A  thread  of  silk  drawn 
through  the  skin  and  left  to 
maintain  irritation. 

Shin'gles.  See  Herpes. 

Shock.  Sudden  prostration 
due  to  painful  impressions ; 
a  frequent  cause  of  _  death 
after  operations  and  accidents, 
especially  after  burns. 

Shoulder  Presentation.  A 
form  of  transverse  presenta¬ 
tion  which  must  be  converted 
into  breech  or  vertex  before 
delivery  is  possible. 

Shoulder  (Impaction  of). 

Difficulty  of  delivery  of  the 
body  after  the  head  has  passed 
through  the  vulva,  due  to  jam¬ 
ming  of  the  shoulders  of  an  un¬ 
usually  large  child  between  the 
pubes  and  perineum.  A  very 
slight  laceration  of  the  peri¬ 
neum  may  be  converted  into 
an  extensive  or  complete  rup¬ 
ture  by  this  cause. 

Show.  Popular  term  for  the 
discharge  of  slightly  blood¬ 
stained  mucus  common  at  the 
beginning  of  labour. 

Sial'ogogue  (si-al'-o-gog).  A 


medicine  causing  increased 
salivation. 

Sib'ilus  (sib'-il-us).  A  hissing 
sound  heard  on  ausculta¬ 
tion  of  the  chest  during  res¬ 
piration. 

Sig'moid  (sig'-moid).  Like 
the  Greek  letter  s,  applied 
especially  to  a  bend  of  the 
colon  before  the  recturn,. 

Sigmoid'oscope.  An  instru¬ 
ment  tor  viewing  the  interior 
of  the  rectum  and  sigmoid  flex¬ 
ure  of  the  colon. 

Signatura.  A  label. 

Sil'icate  Band'age  (sil'-e- 
kate  band'-aje).  Bandages 
saturated  in  a  solution  of 
silicate  of  soda  and  a  little 
chalk.  Put  on  over  a  domette 
bandage. 

Silkworm  Out.  A  suture 
material  much  used  by  sur¬ 
geons  for  sewing  up  abdominal 
wounds.  It  is  very  strong, 
not  absorbed,  and  can  be  steri¬ 
lised  by  boiling  without  de¬ 
stroying  its  qualities. 

Silver  Ni'trate.  When  solid 
this  substance  constitutes  kinar 
caustic  :  it  burns  the  skin  and 
stains  it  dark  brown  or  black. 
In  weak  solution  it  is  used  as  an 
antiseptic  ;  especially  for  the 
prevention  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  (one  to  two  per 
cent.).  Organic  compounds 
of  silver  are  also  much  used 
for  the  same  purpose,  for 
gonorrhoea,  and  for  other  con¬ 
ditions.  [See  Argyrol,  Pro- 
targol). 
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Silvester's  Method.  The 
method  of  artificial  respira¬ 
tion  by  drawing  the  arms  of  a 
supine  patient  out  above  the 
head,  and  then  bringing  them 
down  folded  on  to  the  chest, 
with  pressure  on  the  abdomen 
and  ribs  to  cause  expiration. 
This  method  can  be  used  for 
asphyxia  neonatorum. 

Simple  Fracture.  A  single 
fracture  of  bone  without  wound 
of  the  skin  or  serious  injury  to 
neighbouring  structures, 

Sfn'apism  (sin'-a-pizm).  A 
mustard  plaster. 

Sin'ciput  (sin'-se-put).  The 
upper  fore  part  of  the  head. 

Sin'ew  (sin'-nu).  A  tendon 
uniting  a  muscle  to  a  bone. 

Sini'stral.  Pertaining  to  the 
left  side. 

Si'nus  tsi'nus).  i.  A  passage 
leading  from  an  abscess,  or 
some  inner  part,  to  an  ex¬ 
ternal  opening.  2.  A  dilated 
channel  for  venous  blood.  3. 
Any  hollow  cavity. 

Sinusi'tls.  Inflammation  of  a 
sinus,  especially  one  of  the  sin¬ 
uses  of  the  bones  of  the  face. 

Sitz-bath.  A  hip-bath. 

Skate  Roll.  A  massage  move¬ 
ment;  take  the  limb  in  both 
hands,  and  glide  and  roll  from 
the  extremity  towards  the 
heart. 

SkSI'eton.  The  bony  framework 
of  the  body.  {See  p.  198.) 

Ski'ag:ram.  A  photograph  taken 
by  means  of  X-rays. 

Skin.  The  outer  integument 


of  the  body  composed  of 
epidermis  and  corium.  See 
diagram,  p.  loi. 

Skoda  ic  res'onance.  Tym¬ 
panic  resonance  in  upper  part  of 
chest  with  flatness  of  percus¬ 
sion  note  in  lower  part. 

Skull.  The  bony  framework  of 
the  head.  {See  pp.  198,  199.) 

Sleepy  Sickness.  See  En¬ 
cephalitis  Lethargica, 

Sleeping  Sickness.  Tropical 
disease  due  to  a  trypanosome. 

Slough  (sluf).  Dead  matter 
thrown  off  by  gangrene  or 
ulcers. 

j  .Small-pox.  See  Variola. 
j  Smeg'ma.  Thick  white  secretion 
I  forming  under  the  prepuce. 

Snare-  A  looped  wire  in¬ 
strument  for  encircling  and 
strangling  some  piece  of 
tissue  which  it  is  desired  to 
remove,  e.g.,  a  nasal  polypus. 

Snow.  See  Carbon  Dioxide. 

Snow  Blindness.  Ophthalmia 
with  photophobia  caused  by  the 
glare  from  snow. 

So'dium.  The  base  of  com¬ 
mon  salt.  The  bicarbonate  is 
a  favourite  remedy  for  acidity 
of  the  stomach.  The  chloride 
is  an  emetic.  The  sulphate  a 
purge. 

Soft  Sore.  A  venereal  sore 
not  due  to  syphilis.  Also 
known  as  chancroid,  and 
non-infecting  sore. 

SoTar  Plex'us.  A  plexus  of 
nerves  and  ganglia  in  the 
upper  region  of  the  abdomen. 

197 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


6  Malar. 

7  Superior 
maxilla. 

8-13  Ribs. 

9  Vertebral 
Column. 

10  Clavicle. 

11  Scapula. 

12  Sternum. 

14  Pelvis. 

15  Ilium. 

16  Sacrum. 

17  Humerus. 


21  Carpus. 

22  Metacar¬ 

pus. 

23  Phalanges. 

24  Os  pubis. 

25  Femur. 

26  Patella. 

27  Tibia. 

28  Tarsus. 

29  Metatarsus, 

30  Phalanges. 

31  Fibula. 


I.  Skull,  front  view. 


1  Frontal. 

2  Parietal. 

3  Orbit. 

4  Nasal. 

5  Inferior 

maxilla. 


18  Vertebral 

column 

(lumbar 

region) 

19  Ulna. 

20  Radius. 


a  Frontal, 
b  Parietal, 
c  Nasal, 
d  Malar, 
e  Vomer. 


f  Superior 
maxilla, 
g  Inferior 
maxilla. 
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2.  Skull,  side  view. 


i  Superior 
maxilla, 
j  Inferior 
maxilla, 
k  The  zy¬ 
goma. 


a  Frontal, 
b  Parietal, 
c  Nasal, 
d  Sphenoid, 
e  Temporal, 
f  Occipital, 
b  Malar. 


Soleus  (so'-le-us).  A  muscle  in 
the  calf  of  the  leg. 

Somnam'bulistn  (som-nam'- 
bu-lizm).  Walking  in  the 
sleep. 

Som'noform.  Anaesthetic ;  for¬ 
merly  used  for  dentaland  other 
operations  of  short  duration. 

Sb'por.  An  unnaturally  pro¬ 
found  sleep.  Coma. 

Soporific  (so-po-rif'-ik).  An 
agent  which  induces  sleep. 

Sor'des.  Brown  crusts  about 
the  lips  and  teeth  of  a  feverish 
patient.  They  should  be  care¬ 
fully  washed  away  with  soft 
linen  dipped  in  a  weak  solution 
of  Condy,  or  glycerine  and 


borax.  The  linen  should  be 
burnt. 

Souffle  (soofl).  A  soft  blowing 
sound.  During  late  pregnancy 
the  funic  souffle  can  sometimes 
be  'heard  by  auscultation  of 
the  maternal  abdomen,  a 
sound  synchronous  with  the 
foetal  heart  and  supposed  to  be 
produced  in  the  umbilical  cord. 
The  uterine  souffle  is  more 
frequent  than  the  above;  it  is 
a  loud  blowing  murmur  heard 
as  a  rule  along  the  left  side  of 
the  uterus,  and  often  all  over 
it.  It  may  be  found  in  a 
uterus  enlarged  by  some  cause 
not  related  to  pregnancy,  as 
fibroids,  but  it  is  said  that  the 
uterine  souffle  of  pregnancy  is 
especially  characterised  by  its 
variability  from  time  to  time, 
whereas  other  uterine  souffles, 
when  they  occur,  are  constant. 

Sound  (sownd).  A  probe-like 
instrument  used  for  exploring. 

Soxhlet  Apparatus.  An  ar¬ 
rangement  for  sterilising  or 
pasteurising  an  infant’s  food: 
several  feeds  can  be  got  ready 
and  dealt  with  at  the  same 
time. 

Spasm  (spazm).  (i)  Sudden 
convulsive  involuntary  move¬ 
ment.  (2)  Sudden  contrac¬ 
tion  of  a  muscle  or  muscles, 
especially  of  the  unstriped 
muscle  coats  of  arteries,  in¬ 
testines,  heart,  bronchi,  &c. 
The  effect  of  such  spasm  de¬ 
pends  on  the  part  affected : 
thus  asthma  is  believed  to  be 


199 


Spa 


THE  NURSE’S 


due  to  spasm  of  the  muscular 
coats  of  the  smaller  bronchi ; 
and  renal  colic  is  due  to  spasm 
of  the  muscle  coat  of  the 
ureter. 

pasmus  Nu'tans.  A  condition 
known  as  nodding  spasm  in 
babies  in  which  the  head  is 
continually  nodding  or  turning 
from  side  to  side. 

Spas'tic.  In  a  state  of  spasm. 

Spastic'ity  (spass-tiss'-i-te). 
The  condition  of  being  spastic, 
a  symptom  of  some  diseases 
of  the  nervous  system. 

Spat'ula  (spat'-u-la).  A  flat, 
flexible,  blunt  knife,  used  for 
spreading  ointments  and  poul¬ 
tices.  Also  in  a  smaller 
form,  used  to  press  down  the 
tongue  when  the  throat  has 
to  be  examined. 

Spay.  Popular  term  for  re¬ 
moval  of  ovaries.  See  Ovari¬ 
otomy, 

Specif'ic  (spe-sif'-ik).  Applied 
to  a  medicine,  it  means  in¬ 
fallible  ;  applied  to  a  disease, 
it  means  due  to  a  distinct 
specific  micro-organism  which 
causes  that  disease  alone  and 
no  other,  and  without  which 
the  disease  cannot  occur. 

Spec'trum.  The  band  of  colours 
formed  when  rays  of  white 
light  are  passed  through  a 
prism. 

SpSc'ulum  (spek'-u-lum).  A 
polished  instrument  for  ex¬ 
amining  the  interior  cavities 
of  the  body. 
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Speigelberg’s  Sign.  See 

Jacquemin. 

Spencer  Well’s  Forceps.  The 

usual  forceps  for  hemostasis 
during  operations.  See  For¬ 
ceps. 

Sperm.  Semen  (which  see). 

Spermacet'l  Ointment 
(sper-ma-set'-i  oint-ment). 
Soothing ;  chiefly  used  to  dress 
blisters. 

Sperma'tic  (sper-mat'-ik).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  semen.  The 
spermatic  cord  conducts  the 
secretion  of  the  testicles  to  the 
seminal  vesicles. 

Spermatorrhoe'a  (sper-ma-to- 
re'-a).  Involuntary  flow  of 
semen. 

Spermatozo'a  (sper-ma-to-zo' 
a).  The  male  generative  cells  : 
minute  animated  cells  found  in 
the  semen,  which  are  pos¬ 
sessed  of  the  power  of  self¬ 
propulsion  by  means  of  a 
flagellum,  and  which  can 
fertilise  the  ovum,  or  female 
germ  cell. 

Sphenol'dal.  Pertaining  to  the 
sphenoid  bone. 

Sphac'elus  (sfas'  -  e  -  us).  A 
mass  of  gangrenous  tissue.  A 
slough. 

Sphe'noid  (sfe'-noid). 
Wedge-shaped.  The  name  of 
one  of  the  bones  forming  the 
bases  of  the  skull. 

Sphinc'ter  (sfingk'-tur).  A 
circular  muscle  which  con¬ 
tracts  the  orifice  of  an  organ. 

Sphyg'mograph  (sfig'  mo  - 
graf).  An  instrument  affixed 
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to  the  wrist,  which  moves  with  i 
the  beat  of  the  pulse  and 
registers  the  rate  and  char-  | 
acter  of  the  beats. 


Sphygmograph. 


Sphyjf'mo-manont'eter.  An 
instrument  for  measuring  the 
arterial  tension  (or  blood 
pressure)  of  the  circulation. 

Spi'ca  (spi'-ka).  A  spiral  ban¬ 
dage  done  with  a  roller  in  a 
series  of  figure  eights.  Most 
used  for  the  shoulder,  groin, 
thumb,  and  great-toe. 


Spica  for  Shoulder. 

Spi'na  Bif'ida.  A  congenital 
malformation  of  the  spine  due 
to  imperfect  development  of 
one  or  more  vertebrae.  A 
tumour  is  seen  bulging  out  on 
the  infant’s  back.  Most  of  the 
cases  terminate  fatally  before 
long;  but  some  children  thus 
affected  reach  adult  years,  and 
even  old  age. 


Spi'na!  Anaesthe'sia.  Loss  of 
power  and  sensation  produced 
by  the  action  of  local  anaes¬ 
thetics  (stovaine,  novocain. 
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eucaine,  tropacocaine,  etc.) 
upon  the  spinal  cord.  The 
drug  is  injected  from  a  syringe 
through  a  cannula  introduced 
between  two  of  the  vertebrse  in 
the  back. 

Spi'nal  Cord.  The  stalk  of 
nervous  tissue  (fibres  and 
cells)  which  occupies  the 
vertebral  canal.  It  is  con¬ 
tinuous  above  with  the  brain  ; 
from  it  issue  in  pairs  all  the 
nerves  to  the  trunk  and  limbs. 

Spi'nal  Cur'vature.  Ab¬ 
normal  curving  of  the  spine, 
whether  towards  one  side  or 
the  other  (scoliosis)  or  antero- 
posteriorly  (kyphosis,  lordo¬ 
sis).  All  varieties  are  due  to 
some  disease  or  to  muscular 
weakness;  most  commonly 
rickets,  but  also  frequently 
tuberculosis  and  other  condi¬ 
tions  ;  and  any  may  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  structural  changes 
in  the  pelvis  which  may  cause 
difficult  labour. 

Spine  (spine).  The  back-bone 
or  vertebral  column. 

Spiririum.  The  name  of  a 
group  of  more  or  less  spiral 
shaped  micro-organisms,  one 
of  which — the  comma  bacillus 
— is  the  active  agent  of  cholera. 

Spirocheta  pallida  (spi-ro- 
ke'-ta).  The  micro-organism 
which  causes  syphilis.  5. 
hcemorrhagica,  the  organism 
of  infective  jaundice. 

Spirom'eter  (spi-rom'-e-ter). 
An  instrument  for  measuring 
the  capacity  of  the  lungs. 


Spis'sated  (spis' -  sa  -  ted). 
Thickened. 

Splan'chnic  (splank'-nik).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  viscera. 

Splay  Foot.  Flat  foot.  Pes 
planus. 

Spleen  (spleen).  An  oval  body 
to  the  left  of  the  stomach. 
Forms  and  purifies  the 
blood.  See  illustration,  p.  i6i. 

Splen'culus  (spleng'-ku-lus). 
A  second  little  spleen. 

Splenec'tomy.  Removal  of 
the  spleen. 

Splen'ic  Flexure.  Bend  of  the 
colon  on  the  left  side,  near 
the  spleen. 

Spleni'tis.  Inflammation  of 
the  spleen. 

S  p  1  e'n  i  u  s  (sple'ne-us).  A 
muscle  of  the  back. 

Sple'no-Medui'lary  Leu- 
kse'mla.  A  special  form  of 
leucocythasmia,  accompanied 
by  enlargement  of  the  spleen 
and  disease  of  the  marrow  of 
bones. 

Sple'nomeg’'aIy.  Enlargement 
of  the  spleen  to  a  considerable 
degree. 

Splints.  Stiff  pieces  of  board 
or  material  used  to  secure 
rest  to  some  injured  part. 
The  most  common  are  wooden 
splints,  but  iron,  tin,  felt, 
gutta-percha,  &c.,  are  used. 
An  angular  splint  has  one 
part  at  right  angles  to  the 
other,  and  is  used  for  the 
arm,  the  elbow  occupying  the 
angle.  An  interrupted  splint 
has  the  part  just  over  the 


Spo 


THE  iN'URSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Sta 


wound  removed  to  facilitate 
the  dressing.  The  pads 
should  be  linen  stuffed 
with  tow  and  wool,  made 
slightly  larger  than  the  splint ; 
the  padding  must  be  even. 
The  pad  should  be  sewn  on 
by  cross  threads  on  the  back 
of  the  splint.  When  neces¬ 
sary,  the  pads  near  a  discharg¬ 
ing  wound  should  be  covered 
with  protective  or  oil-silk. 

Spondyli'tis  (spon-di-li'-tis).  ; 
Inflammation  of  the  spine. 

Spon'dylollsthe'tic  Pelvis.  A  i 
special  form  of  contracted 
pelvis. 

Spon'dylot'omy.  Cutting 
through  the  spine  of  a  foetus 
in  order  to  facilitate  its  de¬ 
livery. 

Sponjflopi'Ilne  (spun-je-o-pi'- 
lin).  A  spongy  material  backed 
with  waterproof,  and  very  use¬ 
ful  for  fomentations.  I 

Sponta'neous  Evolu'tion. 
The  unaided  delivery  of  a 
foetus  presenting  transversely ; 
a  rare  event  usually  only  pos¬ 
sible  when  the  foetus  is  dead 
and  premature,  or  the  pelvis 
exceptionally  large  and  the 
uterus  exceptionally  strong. 

Sponta'neous  Ver  sion.  The  , 
unaided  conversion  of  a  trans-  j 
verse  presentation  into  a  | 
cephalic  or  podalic  one. 

Sporad'ic  (spo-rad'ik).  A  dis-  ■ 
ease  which  is  not  epidemic,  i 
but  occurs  in  one  or  two  i 
isolated  cases  in  a  district.  | 

Spo'rotricho'sis  (spo-ro-trik-o'-  I 


sis).  A  skin  disease  due  to  a 
fungoid  organism. 

Spotted  fever.  Cerebro-spinal 
meningitis. 

Sprain  (sprane).  Severe  strain 
of  a  joint  without  fracture  or 
dislocation. 

Sprue  (spruw).  A  disease  of 
tropical  climates  which  causes 
inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  alimentary 
canal. 

Spu'rious  Pains.  False  labour 
pains,  leading  to  no  result, 
and  sometimes  occurring 
several  days  before  confine¬ 
ment. 

Spu'tum.  Expectorated 
matter. 

Squa'mous  (skwa'mus). 

Scaly. 

Squill  (skwil).  Drug  used  as 
an  expectorant  and  diuretic. 

Squint.  See  Strabismus. 

Sta'blle  (sta'-bil).  Steady  appli 
cation  of  an  electrode  to  a 
part. 

Staff.  A  lithotomy  instrument 
used  to  guide  the  knife. 

Stages  of  Labour.  See 
Labour. 

StSm'ina.  Vigour.  Staying 
power. 

Stape'dius  (sta-pe'-di-us).  A 
muscle  of  the  middle  ear. 

Sta'pes  (sta'peez).  A  stirrup¬ 
like  bone  of  the  ear.  See  Ear. 

Staph isag'ria  (staf-i-sag'-ri-a). 
Used  in  ointment  to  destroy 
pediculi  or  cure  prurigo. 

Staph'ylococ'cus.  One  of  the 
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micro-organisms  capable  of 
causing  suppuration.  _ 

Staphylo'ma  (staf-i-lo'-ma). 
Any  protrusion  of  the  scler¬ 
otic  or  corneal  coats  of  the 
eyeball. 

Starch  Bandage.  Mix  some 
starch  with  warm  water  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  paint  it  on 
a  bandage  that  has  been 
washed,  and  is  not  stiff.  Some 
strips  of  torn  plastic  board 
soaked  in  starch  will  also  prob¬ 
ably  be  wanted.  Used  to  set 
fractures. 

Sta'sis  (sta'sis).  Arrest  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood. 

Stat'us  Epllep'ticus.  A  con¬ 
dition  in  which  a  series  of 
epileptic  fits  occur  in  rapid 
succession. 

Stat'us  Lymphat'icus.  A 
rare  condition  in  which  the 
patient  is  believed  to  be  liable 
to  sudden  death  for  very  slight 
(or  no  apparent)  reason.  Anaes¬ 
thetics  are  especially  danger¬ 
ous  for  the  subjects  of  this 
trouble. 

Ste'arine  Bandage.  Cut  up 
paraffin  wax,  and  put  in  a 
vessel,  and  put  vessel  in  pan  of 
boiling  water.  Immerse  gauze 
bandages  in  the  melted  wax. 
Put  on  hot  over  a  flannel 
bandage. 

Steato'ma  (ste-at-o'-ma).  A 

fatty  encysted  tumour.  A 

sebaceous  cyst. 

Steato'sis  (ste-a-to'-sis).  Fatty 
degeneration. 

Stegomyia  (steg'-o-mi'-e-a).  A 
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variety  of  mosquito  which  acts 
as  the  carrier  of  the  parasite 
of  yellow  fever  from  a  patient 
to  a  healthy  individual. 

Stell' wag’s  Sign  (stel'vahgh). 
Retraction  of  the  upper  lid  in 
exophthalmic  goitre. 

Steno'sis  (ste-no'sis).  Con¬ 
traction  of  a  canal  or  an 
orifice. 

Ster'cobilin.  The  colouring 
matter  of  the  faeces.  It  is  de¬ 
rived  from  bile  pigment. 

Stercora'ceous  (ster  -  ko  -  ra'- 
shius).  Pertaining  to  the 
fasces.  Stercoraceous  vomit¬ 
ing  is  seen  in  cases  of  acute 
intestinal  obstruction  of 
several  days’  duration ;  the 
vomit  smells  like  fasces, 
though  it  is  not  really  ftecal. 

Stereogno'sis.  Recognition  of 
the  form  of  bodies. 

StSr'ile.  Barren;  unable  to 
have  children.  In  surgical 
practice  sterile  means  entirely 
free  from  germs  of  all  kinds, 
a  result  brought  about  by  heat 
or  by  the  use  of  antiseptic 
chemicals. 

S  t  e  r  i  1  i  s  a't  ion  (ster-il-i- 
za'-shun).  Rendered  free  from 
germs  generally  by  boiling. 
Or  rendered  incapable  of  bear¬ 
ing  children  by  removal  of  the 
uterus,  or  both  ovaries,  or 
both  Fallopian  tubes, 

Steril'ity.  The  condition  of 
being  sterile. 

Ster'num  (ster'num).  The 
breast-bone. 

Sternu'tatory  (ster-nu'-ta-to- 
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ri).  An  agent  which  causes 
sneezing. 

Ster'tor  (ster'-tor).  The  snor¬ 
ing  sound  of  breathing  heard 
in  apoplexy,  &c. 

Stethoin'eter  (ste-thom'-e-ter) 
Instrument  for  measuring  the 
movement  of  the  chest. 

Stgth'oscope  (steth'-o-skope) 
A  tube  used  for  listening  tc 
the  sounds  of  the  chest  and 
heart  ;  one  end  is  placed 
against  the  patient's  chest, 


Stethoscope. 

and  the  ear  of  the  listener 
at  the  other  end.  The  binaural 
stethoscope  has  two  flexible 
ends  to  apply  to  the  ears  of 
the  listener. 

Sthen'ic  (sthen'ik).  Strong, 
active. 

Stljr'mata  (stig'ma-ta).  Marks 
on  the  skin.  Also  any  perma¬ 


nent  condition  indicative  of 
some  constitutional  peculiar¬ 
ity.  Thus  there  are  many 
signs  of  defective  organisation, 
which  are  known  as  stigmata 
of  degeneration. 

Still-born.  Born  dead. 

Stlni'ulant(slim'u-lant).  That 
which  causes  temporary  in¬ 
crease  in  the  output  of  the 
vital  energy. 

Stom'ach.  The  dilated  portion 
of  the  intestinal  canal  into 
which  the  food  passes  when  it 
is  swallowed  and  where  it 
undergoes  the  first  stages  of 
digestion. 


Section  of  Stomach. 


Stom'ach-pump.  An  instru¬ 
ment  used  for  emptying  the 
stomach  by  the  mouth;  also 
to  feed  refractory  patients. 

Stomati'tis  (stom  -  a  -  ti' -  tis). 
Inflammation  of  the  mouth, 
with  ulceration. 

Stools  (stools).  Discharge  of 
faeces  from  the  bowels.  See 
Motions. 


205 


Sto 


THE  NURSE’S  DICTIONARY. 


Sub 


Stovaine  (sto'-vayn),  A  power¬ 
ful  local  anassthetic. 

Strabis'mus  (stra-biz'-mus). 
Squint ;  divergent  when  the 
eye  turns  out ;  convergent  when 
it  turns  in. 

Strabot'omy  (stra-bot'-o-me). 
Operation  to  remedy  squint¬ 
ing. 

Stramo'nium  (stra-mo'-neum), 
A  drug  used  as  a  sedative 
and  antispasmodic.  Overdose 
poisons. 

Stran'gulated  (strang'-gu-la- 
ted).  Constricted  so  that  the 
blood  supply  is  cut  off 

S  t  r  a  n'g  u  ry  (stran'-gew-re). 
Painful  passage  of  urine. 
Usually  the  result  of  disease 
of  the  bladder,  urethra,  broad 
ligament,  etc.,  but  occasionally 
occurs  after  labour. 

Strap'ping(strap'-pmg).  India- 
rubber,  soap  or  diachylon 
plaster. 

Strat'ifled.  In  layers. 

Streptococ'ci  (strep-to-kok'-i). 
Chain  form  of  bacteria. 

Stride  Gravidarum  (stri'-ee 
grav-id-ar'-um).  The  numer¬ 
ous  marks  which  develop  on 
the  skin  of  the  abdomen  in  the 
later  months  of  pregnancy. 
They  are  at  first  pink,  but  after 
delivery  fade  gradually  to 
white,  and  never  disappear. 
They  are  due  simply  to  the 
stretching  of  the  skin,  and  are 
seen  also  in  any  condition  of 
rapid  enlargement  of  the  ab¬ 
domen,  and  also  sometimes  on 
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the  thighs  of  boys  who  are 
growing  very  rapidly. 

Stric'ture  (strikt'-yur).  Con¬ 
traction.  Usually  applied  to 
the  urethra,  with  consequent 
inability  to  pass  urine. 

Stri'dor.  A  harsh  sound  during 
breathing  caused  by  obstruc¬ 
tion  to  the  passage  of  air. 

Strid'ulous.  Pertaining  to 
stridor.  ' 

Stro'ma  (stro'-ma).  The  tissue 
which  forms  the  foundation  of 
an  organ. 

Strophan'thin  (stro-fan'-thin). 
The  active  principle  of  stro- 
phanthus. 

Strophan'thus  (stro-fan'-thus). 
A  poison,  used  in  small  doses 
as  a  heart  stimulant.  Diu¬ 
retic. 

Stroph'ulus  (strof'-u-lus).  See 
Red  Gum. 

Stru'ma  (stru'ma).  Same  as 
Scrofula  {which  see). 

Strych'nine  (strik'-nen).  A 
poison ;  used  as  a  nerve  and 
spinal  stimulant.  Antidotes ; 
an  emetic,  ether  inhalation, 
strong  tea. 

Stupe  (stupe).  A  fomenta¬ 
tion. 

Sto'por  (stu'por).  State  of 
unconsciousness. 

Styp'tic  (stip'-tik).  Agent  to 
arrest  bleeding;  astringent. 

Sty'rax  (sti'raks).  Storax  :  used 
as  an  ointment  in  scabies. 

Subcla'vian  (sub-kla'-ve-an). 
Under  the  clavicle:  thus  the 
subclavian  artery  and  vein  are 
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vessels  passing  under  the 
clavicle,  or  collar-bone. 

Subcuta'neous  (sub-ku-ta'-ne- 
us).  Under  the  skin. 

Subinvolu'tion  (sub-in-vo- 
lyoo'-shun).  Failure  of  the 
lately  pregnant  uterus  to  re¬ 
gain  the  normal  unimpreg¬ 
nated  size  within  the  usual 
time  (six  weeks)  after  de¬ 
livery. 

Sublin'gual  (sub-ling'-gwal). 
Under  the  tongue. 

S  u  b  1  u  X  a't  i  o  n  (sub-luks-a'- 
shun).  Sprain  and  partial 
dislocation, 

Sub'maxil’Iary.  Under  the 
lower  jaw. 

Submucous  (sub-mew'-kus). 
Under  the  mucous  membrane 
a  uterine  fibroid  is  submucous 
when  it  projects  into  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus. 

Subphrenic  (sub  -  fren' -  ik). 
Under  the  diaphragm. 

Subsul'tus  (sub-sul'-tus).  In¬ 
voluntary  twitching. 

Subtep'idus.  Luke-warm. 

Subto'tal  (hysterectomy). 
The  removal  of  the  uterus 
itself,  but  not  of  the  whole  of 
the  cervix.  • 

Succentu'riate  Placenta.  An 
accessory  placenta. 

Suc'cus  (suk'us).  Fresh  juice 
of  a  plant. 

Succus'sion  (suk  -  kush' -  un). 
Shaking  a  patient  to  detect 
fluid. 

S  u  d  a  m'i  n  a  (su-dam'-e-na). 
Ring  vesicles  caused  by 
perspiration.  Sweat-rash. 


Su'dor  (su'dor).  Perspiration. 

Sudorif  ic  (su-do-rif'-ik).  An 
agent  causing  perspiration. 

Suffoca'tlon.  Failure  of  res¬ 
piration  due  to  a  mechanical 
cause. 

Suffu'sed.  Congested.  Blood¬ 
shot. 

Sug  ar.  To  test  for  sugar  in 
urine  boil  together  a  drachm 
of  urine  and  a  drachm  of 
picric  acid,  add  half  a  drachm 
of  liquor  potassse,  reboil ;  if 
sugar  be  present  the  colour 
will  be  intense  deep  red, 
nearly  black.  Or,  boil  about  a 
drachm  of  Fehling's  solution, 
add  half  a  drachm  of  urine, 
boil  again,  and  if  sugar  is 
present  the  colour  will  change 
into  a  bright  orange  or  red. 

Sugar  of  Milk.  See  Lactose. 

Sul'phonal  (sul'-fo-nal).  Crys¬ 
talline  tasteless  substance, 
used  as  an  hypnotic. 

Sul'phur  (sul'-fur).  Used  as  a 
laxative.  The  ointment  is 
used  for  skin  diseases,  particu¬ 
larly  scabies. 

Sulphu'ric  Acid.  Vitriol.  A 
poison  ;  some  of  the  antidotes 
are  lime-water,  potash-water, 
oil  and  milk. 

Sum'bul  (sum'bul).  An  anti- 
spasmodic  and  stimulant  drug. 
Given  chiefly  for  neuralgia 
and  hysteria. 

Sunstroke.  Brain  mischief 
caused  by  heat.  Symptoms : 
Headache,  sickness,  confusion 
of  ideas,  refusal  of  food.  Put 
patient  in  darkened  room,  and 
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keep  quiet.  Ice  to  head. 
Hyperp3Texia  may  occur. 

Superciliary  (syoo-pur-sil-e- 
ur-e).  Having  to  do  with  the 
eyebrows. 

Supercil'ium  (su-per-sil'-e- 
um).  The  eyebrow. 

Superfecundation  (su-per-fee- 
kun-da'-shun).  The  fertilisa¬ 
tion  of  two  ova  discharged  at 
the  same  ovulation,  by  two 
distinct  acts  of  insemination 
effected  at  a  short  interval. 

Superfoeta'tion  (su-per-fe- 
ta'-shun).  Conception  by  a 
woman  already  pregnant. 

Supina'tion  (su-pi-na'-shun). 
Turning  the  palm  of  the  hand 
upwards. 

Supine'.  Lying  face  upwards, 
in  the  case  of  the  forearm, 
having  the  palm  uppermost. 

Suppos'itory  (sup-poz'-e-to-re). 

A  solid  medicine,  usually  cone- 
shaped,  introduced  into  the 
rectum  or  vagina. 

Suppres'sion  of  Urine  (sup  j 
presh'-un).  Failure  of  the 
kidneys  to  secrete  urine.  ! 

S  u  p  p  u  r  a't  i  o  n  (sup-pu-ra'-  j 
shun).  The  formation  of  pus.  i 

Supra-orbital  (syoo'-pra-or' 
bit-al).  Above  the  orbit.  j 

Su'pra-pu'-bic.  Above  the  j 
pubes. 

Supra-re'nal  (su-pra-re'nal) 
Above  the  kidney.  Disease  of 
the  supra-renal  gland  is 
called  Addison's  Disease. 
Supra-renal  extract  is  the  most 
powerful  haemostatic  agent 

208 


known ;  it  is  also  used  in 
cases  of  asthma. 

Su'ral  (su'-ral).  Relating  to 
the  calf  of  the  leg. 

Sur'gical  Kidney.  Pyelitis 
or  diffuse  suppuration  in  the 
kidney,  due  as  a  rule  to  some 
obstructive  disease  of  the 
urethra,  bladder,  prostate  or 
ureters. 

Suspen'sion.  See  Ventro- 

SUSPENSION. 

Suspen'sory  Bandagfe  (sus- 
i  pen'-sur-e),  A  bandage  to 
!  support  the  testicles, 
j  Su'tures  (su'-tyures).  (i)  Silk, 
silver  thread,  or  catgut  used  to 
sew  a  wound  or  tie  an  artery. 
(2)  the  union  of  flat  bones 
by  their  margins. 

Swabs  (swobz).  See  Pads. 
Syco'sis  (si-ko'-sis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  hair  follicles, 
especially  of  the  beard  and 
whiskers. 

Symbio'sis  (sim-bi-o'-sis).  The 
living  together  of  two  organ¬ 
isms,  whose  mutual  associa¬ 
tion  is  necessary  to  each,  al¬ 
though  neither  is  parasitic  on 
.the  other. 

Symbleph'aron  (sim-blef'-a- 
ron)  Adhesion  of  the  eyelids 
to  the  eyeball. 

Syme’s  Amputation.  Am¬ 
putation  at  the  ankle  joint. 
Sympathgt'ic  System  (sim- 
pa-thet'ik).  A  nerve  system 
consisting  of  a  chain  of  gan¬ 
glia  beside  the  spine  supply¬ 
ing  nerves  to  the  heart,  blood 
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vessels  and  other  internal 
viscera. 

Symphyslot'oiny  (sim'-phiz-e- 
ot'-o-me).  The  operation  of 
dividing  the  symphysis  pubis 
(of  the  mother)  so  as  to  facili¬ 
tate  delivery  in  certain  cases 
of  contracted  pelvis. 

Sym'physis  (sim'-fe-sis). 
Growing  of  bones  together. 
The  symphysis  pubis  is  the 
bony  mass  bounding  the  front 
of  the  pelvis,  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  abdomen.  See  Pel¬ 
vis. 

Symp'tom  (simp'tum).  A  sign 
by  which  diseases  are  recog¬ 
nised. 

Synarthro'sis  (sin-ar-thro'- 
sis).  Immovable  union  of 
bones. 

Synclitism  (sin'-klit-ism).  De¬ 
scent  of  the  fcetal  head  through 
the  pelvis  with  its  planes  paral¬ 
lel  to  those  of  the  pelvis. 

Syn'cope  (sin'-ko-pe).  Suspen¬ 
sion  of  the  heart’s  action  and 
consequent  state  of  swoon. 

Syndactyly  (sin-dak'-te-le). 
Webbed  fingers. 

Syndesmi'tis  (sin-des-mi'-tls).'  1 
Inflammation  of  the  liga-  ' 
ments  or  of  the  conjunc¬ 
tiva. 

Syn'drome  (sin'-drom).  The 
association  of  symptoms  which 
is  characteristic  of  certain  dis¬ 
eases. 

S  y  n  e'c  h' i  a  (sin-ek'-e-a).  Ad¬ 
hesion  of  the  iris  to  the 
cornea,  or  the  crystalline 
lens. 


Syn'onyms  (sin'-o-nims).  Dif¬ 
ferent  words  having  the  same 
meaning. 

Syno'vial  Fluid  (si-no'-ve-al 
flu-id).  The  liquid  which 
lubricates  the  joints. 

Synovi'tis  (si-no-vi'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  synovial 
membrane  of  a  joint. 

Syn[thesis  (sin'-the-sis).  The 
building  up  of  complex  sub¬ 
stances  by  the  union  and  inter¬ 
action  of  simpler  materials. 

Syph'ilis  (sif'-e-lis).  Venereal 
disease, specific  and  contagious. 
It  can  be  inherited  from  either 
parent,  or  more  commonly 
from  both. 

Syr'inge.  An  instrument  for 
injecting  fluids. 

Syringomyelia  (se-rin'-go-mi- 
eel'-e-a).  A  disease  of  the 
nervous  system  due  to  the 
formation  of  a  cavity  within 
the  spinal  cord. 

Syringot'omy  (sir-ing-got'-o- 
me).  Cutting  open  a  fistula. 

Sys'tolg  (sis'-to-le).  The  con¬ 
traction  of  the  heart  in  its 
beat.  See  Diastole. 

T. 

T  Bandage.  A  special  bandage 
used  for  keeping  dressings  on 
the  perineum. 

Ta'bes  (ta'-beez).  Wasting: 
dorsalis,  a  disorder  of  the 
spinal  marrow,  marked  by  loss 
of  power  over  the  voluntary 
muscles.  Mesenterica,  tuber- 
I  culosis  of  the  bowels. 
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Showing  T  Bandage  in  Position. 


T  Bandage  with  Split  ends. 

Tachycar'dia  (tak-e-kar'-de-a), 
Abnormally  rapid  action  of  the 
heart. 

Tac'tile  (tak'-til).  Relating  to 
the  touch. 

Tee'nia  (te'-ne-a).  The  tape¬ 
worm. 

Taeniasis  (tee-ni'-a-sis).  Infec¬ 
tion  with  tapeworm. 

Tal'ipes  (tal'-e-pes).  Club-foct. 
Talipes  valgus,  the  foot  turned 
outwards  ;  varus,  the  foot 
turned  inwards;  equinus,  the 
heel  lifted  from  the  ground: 
calcaneus,  heel  projected 
downwards. 

TaTus.  The  ankle. 

Ta  mar  indien.  A  laxative  pre¬ 
pared  from  tamarind. 


Tampon  (tam'-pon).  A  plug  of 
wool  or  gauze  introduced  into 
the  vagina,  and  often  soaked 
in  glycerine  or  some  anti¬ 
septic ;  a  tape  is  usually  tied 
round  each  tampon,  to  facili¬ 
tate  removal. 

Tan'nin.  An  astringent  vege¬ 
table  principle,  used  as  a 
styptic,  and  given  internally 
for  hfemorrhage,  dysentery, &c. 

Tapote'ment  (ta-pot'-mon).  A 
massage  movement ;  the  hand 
is  lightly  clenched  and  held 
hammer-like,  used  to  beat  the 
muscles  with  swift  short 
strokes.  All  beating  move¬ 
ments  are  sometimes  included 
under  this  term. 


Tapotement. 

Tap'ping.  See  Aspiration. 

Tarax'acum  (ta-rak'-sa-kum). 
Dandelion  ;  a  laxative  and 
tonic. 

Tarnier’s  Forceps.  A  well- 
known  make  of  axis-traction 
midwifery  forceps. 

Tarsal.  Pertaining  to  the  tarsus. 

Tar'sus  (tar'-sus).  i.  The  seven 
small  bones  of  the  foot.  2. 
The  cartilaginous  framework 
of  the  eyelid. 
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Tar'tar.  Incrustation  on  the  [ 
teeth.  I 

Tar'tar  Emet'Ic.  Potassio-  ' 
tartrate  of  antimony;  an 
emetic;  or  in  small  doses 
a  sedative. 

Taxis  (tak'-sis).  Hand-manipu¬ 
lation  for  restoring  a  part  to 
its  natural  position,  such  a^ 
reducing  a  hernia. 

Techni'que  (tek-ne'k).  The  es¬ 
sential  details  of  any  process. 

Teeth,  Eruption  of.  The 
milk  teeth,  or  first  dentition  of  ' 
the  infant  begin  to  erupt  be¬ 
tween  the  sixth  and  twelfth 
months,  usually  in  the  seventh 
or  eighth.  Occasionally  they 
start  to  appear  even  earlier 
than  the  sixth  month,  and  in  i 
rare  cases  there  may  be  teeth  i 
erupted  at  birth.  The  lower 
central  incisors  commonly  ap¬ 
pear  first,  followed  by  the 
upper  central  incisors;  but  this  I 
order  is  not  invariable.  As  a  1 
rule  there  will  be  from  eight  j 


Section  of  a  Molar  Tooth. 


i  c  m 

Temporary  Teeth. 

i  Incisors, 
c  Canine, 
m  Molars. 

to  tsvelve  teeth  cut  at  a  year 
old,  and  the  twenty  teeth  which 
constitute  the  first  dentition 
should  all  be  present  by  the 
time  the  child  reaches  two 
years  of  age.  The  second  denti¬ 
tion  commences  about  the  fifth 
or  sixth  year  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  first  permanent 
molars ;  then  about  the 
seventh  year  there  is  shedding 
of  the  incisors.  The  teeth  of 


i  Incisors, 
c  Canine. 

p  Premolars  or  bicuspids, 
m  Molars. 
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the  first  dentition  are,  on  each 
side  of  the  upper  and  lower 
jaws,  two  incisors,  one  canine, 
and  two  molars — twenty  teeth 
in  all.  These  are  replaced  in 
the  permanent  dentition  by  two 
incisors,  one  canine,  two  bi¬ 
cuspids  and  three  molars — 
thirty-two  teeth  in  all. 

Tgg'ument  (teg'-u-ment).  The 
skin. 

Teichop'sia  (ti-kop'-se-ah).  An 
irregular  dazzling  sensation  in 
the  eyes  associated  with 
migraine. 

Telangio'ma,  Telangie'ctasis. 

A  small  cutaneous  tumour  or 
spot  composed  of  dilated  blood 
vessels  (capillaries). 

Telg'pathy  (tel-e'p-ath-e).  The 
mystical  transference  of 
thought  from  one  individual  to 
another. 

Temperature  (tem'-per-a-tyur). 
A  measurement  of  the  degree 
of  heat.  The  average  normal 
temperature  of  the  human 
body  is  98'4°  F,  The  average 
temperature  of  a  lying-in  or 
of  a  sick  room  should  be  6o  to 
65°  F. 

Tem'ples.  The  part  of  the 
forehead  between  the  outer 
corner  of  the  eye  and  the  hair. 

Tem'poral.  Two  bones  at  the 
side  of  the  skull  containing 
the  organs  of  hearing. 

Tenac'ulum  (te-nak'-yu-lum). 
An  instrument  like  a  vol 
sellum,  but  having  only  one 
pair  of  teeth  for  fixing  the 
cervix  uteri.  Also  an  (ob¬ 


solete)  small  surgical  hook 
used  to  draw  out  bleeding 
arteries  while  they  are  tied. 

Te'nax  (te'-naks).  Carbolised 
tow. 

Tendo  Achil'lis.  The  stout 
tendon  of  the  calf  muscles  at 
the  back  of  the  heel. 

Ten'don  (ten'dun).  A  sinew,  a 
cord  of  fibrous  white  tissue  by 
which  a  muscle  is  attached  to 
a  bone  or  other  structure. 

Tenes'mus  (te-nes'mus).  Con¬ 
stant  futile  straining  to  evacu¬ 
ate  the  bowel. 

Te'nosyn'o  vl'tls.  Inflam¬ 
mation  in  the  sheath  of  a 
tendon. 

Tenot'omy  (te-not'-o-me). 
Cutting  a  tendon  under  the 
skin  by  means  of  a  small  knife 
specially  devised  for  the  pur¬ 
pose. 

Ten'slon  (ten'-shun).  Stretch¬ 
ing. 

Ten'sor  (ten'-sor).  A  muscle 
which  stretches. 

Tent.  A  cylindrical  rod  con¬ 
structed  of  some  material 
which  in  the  presence  of 
moisture  swells  out  to  a  much 
larger  size.  Tents  are  chiefly 
used  for  dilating  the  cervix 
uteri  so  as  to  allow  of  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  instruments  or 
dilating  bags.  One  or  more  is 
introduced  into  the  cervix 
over  night,  and  the  vagina 
lightly  plugged  to  prevent  its 
escape.  The  natural  secre¬ 
tions  provide  the  necessary 
moisture,  and  the  tent  swells 
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slowly  but  with  great  force. 
The  variety  most  used  is  the 
laminaria  tent,  made  of  com¬ 
pressed  seaweed ;  but  tents 
are  not  in  such  constant  use 
now  as  a  few  years  ago.  A 
tent  must  be  sterilised  by 
being  kept  in  alcohol  or  an 
alcoholic  solution  of  an  anti¬ 
septic. 


Tento'rium.  A  septum  of  the 
dura  mater  which  lies  between 
the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum. 
Terato'ma.  A  tumour  contain¬ 
ing  portions  of  organs  of  a 
suppressed  twin  foetus. 
TSr'ebene  (ter'-e-be-ne).  A  J 
preparation  of  oil  of  turpen¬ 
tine.  From  5  to  20  drops  j 
on  a  lump  of  sugar  acts  as  j 
an  expectorant.  A  teaspoon-  ; 
ful  to  a  pint  of  water  for  an  j 
inhalation.  Antiseptic.  | 

Terebin'thina  (ter-e-bin'-the-  | 
na).  Turpentine.  j 

Ter'minals  (ter'-me-nals).  The  ' 
extremities  of  a  conductor  of  ; 
a  battery.  i 

Ter'tian  (ter'-shan).  A  form  of  I 
malaria  with  attacks  every  1 
other  day. 


Tes'ticles  (tes'-te-kls).  The  two 
glands  of  the  scrotum,  which 
secrete  the  semen. 

Test'ing.  Finding  out  the 
constituents  of  any  substance 
by  means  of  reagents. 

Testis.  A  testicle. 

Testitis.  See  Orchitis. 

T6t'anus(tet'-a-nus).  Lock-jaw. 
Due  to  infection  by  tetanus 
bacillus.  Severe  spasms  occur 
especially  affecting  the  muscles 
of  the  neck  and  back.  See 
Opisthonos. 

TSt'any.  A  condition  marked 
by  spasms  of  the  extremities. 
It  is  most  commonly  associ¬ 
ated  with  gastro-intestinal  de¬ 
rangements  and  has  no 
connexion  with  tetanus. 

Tetarelle  (tet-ar-el').  An  ap¬ 
paratus  for  drawing  out  de¬ 
pressed  nipples. 

The'ca  (the'ka).  A  sheath.  Ex¬ 
amples  are  the  meninges  of 
the  _  spinal  cord,  and  the  sy¬ 
novial  sheaths  of  the  flexor 
tendons  of  the  fingers. 

The'In  (the'-in).  The  alkaloid 
of  tea. 

The'nar  (the'-nar).  Relating 
to  the  palm  of  the  hand  or 
the  sole  of  the  foot. 

Theobro'ma  (the-o-bro'-ma). 
Cocoa  butter  used  in  making 
up  medicated  pessaries. 

Therapeu'tics  (ther-a-pu'- 
tiks).  The  branch  of  medicine 
which  treats  of  the  application 
of  remedies  and  all  forms  of 
cure. 

Therin.  A  unit  of  heat.  The 
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amount  of  heat  required  to  raise 
one  gram  of  water  through  one 
degree  centigrade. 

Thermo-cau'tery  (ther-mo- 
kaw'-ter-e).  Cauterisation  per¬ 
formed  by  means  of  heat. 

Thermom'eter  (ther-mom'-e- 
ter).  An  instrument  used  to 
record  variations  of  tempera¬ 
ture.  See  Zero. 

Thiersch  (tersh).  See  Graft¬ 
ing. 

Thigh.  The  portion  ot  the  lower 
extremity  above  the  knee. 

Thomas’s  Splint.  A  splint 
passing  right  down  the  body 
holding  the  affected  limb  stiff. 
A  patten  is  worn  on  the  foot 
on  the  sound  side,  and  the 
child  can  walk  with  crutches, 
or  lie  flat;  but  cannot  sit. 
There  is  another  sort  designed 
for  knee  joint  cases. 

Thoracic  (thor-as'-sik).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  thorax. 

Thoracocente'sis.  Puncture 
of  the  thorax,  as  the  tapping 
for  pleurisy. 

Thoracoplasty  (thor'-a-ko- 
plas'-te).  An  extensive  opera¬ 
tion  for  cases  of  empyema 
which  the  usual  operation  has 
failed  to  cure. 

Thoracot'omy.  Operation  of 
opening  the  thorax. 

Tho'rax  (tho'-raks).  The  chest  ; 
the  cavity  which  holds  the 
heart  and  lungs. 

Thread-worm.  Oxyuris  ver- 
micularis  {which  see).  Small 
parasitic  worm  in  the  rectum  ; 
common  in  children. 


Thorax. 

a  Right  lung,  d  Shows  posi- 
b  Left  lung.  tion  of  heart, 
c  Clavicle.  e  Ribs. 

g  Sternum. 

Thrill.  A  vibratory  impulse 
perceived  by  palpation. 

Thrombo'sis  (throm-bo'-.sis). 
Coagulation  of  blood  in  the 
vessels,  usually  the  veins. 
The  clot  thus  formed  is  termed 
a  thrombus. 

Thrush.  Growth  of  white 
patches  of  fungus  (oidium 
albicans)  in  the  mouth.  See 
A.VHTHM. 

Thy'mol  (ti'-mol).  An  antisep¬ 
tic,  used  as  a  solution  or 
spray,  also  as  an  ointment. 

Thy'mus  (thi'-mus).  A  gland 
at  the  root  of  the  neck  in 
children. 

Thy'roid  (thi'-roid).  The  name 
of  the  largest  cartilage  of  the 
larynx,  and  of  a  gland  in  the 
front  of  the  neck. 

Thyroidec'tin.  A  preparation 
from  the  blood  of  animals  from 
which  the  thyroid  gland  has 
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been  previously  removed. 
Given  in  exophthalmic  goitre. 

Thyroldec'tomy  (thi-roi-dek'- 
to-me).  Removal  of  one  or 
more  lobes  of  the  thyroid 
gland. 

Thyroid  Extract.  A  dried  pre¬ 
paration  of  thyroid  gland. 
Given  in  cases  of  cretinism  and 
myxoedema,  and  sometimes  for 
the  relief  of  obesity. 

Thy'roldlsm.  The  symptoms 
caused  by  too  rapid  an  absorp 
tion  into  the  system  of  the 
secretions  of  the  thyroid  gland 


Diagram  showing  Thyroid  Gland. 

a  Thyroid  Cartilage, 
b  Thyroid  Gland, 
c  Trachea. 

Thyrot'omy.  Cutting  through 
the  thyroid  cartilage. 

Tib'ia  (tib'-e-a).  The  shin 
bone  :  the  larger  bone  of  the 
leg  below  the  knee.  See 
Skeleton. 

Tic-douloureux  (tik-doo-loo 
re').  Paroxysmal  facial  neural¬ 
gia. 


Tlnct'ure  (tinkt'-yur).  An 
alcoholic  solution  of  a  drug. 

Tin'ea  (tin'-e  a).  Disease  of 
the  skin  due  to  a  vegetable 
parasite.  See  Ringworm. 

Tinni'tus  Au'rium  (tin-ni'- 
tus  aw'-re-um).  A  ringing  in 
the  ears. 

TEsane  (te'-zan).  Same  as 
ptisan,  barley-water. 

Tis'sue  (tish'-yu).  The  texture 
of  a  part. 

Tocol'ogy  (to-kol'-o-je).  The 
science  of  the  diseases  of 
women. 

To'cus.  Childbirth. 

TSl'erance  (tol'er-ans).  Capa¬ 
city  to  take  a  certain  drug  in 
unusually  large  dosage. 

Tongue  (tung).  The  muscular 
organ  which  lies  in  the  floor 


b 


Tongue. 


Q  Surface  of 
Tongue 
covered 
with  Fili¬ 
form  Pa¬ 
pillae. 

b  Soft  Palate. 


c  Uvula, 
d  Epiglottis, 
e  Post,  Pillar 
of  F'auces. 
f  Tonsil, 
g  Ant.  Pillar 
of  Fauces, 
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of  the  mouth,  and  whose  chief 
functions  are  to  assist  in  the 
mastication  and  tasting  of  food 
and  in  vocalisation. 

Tongue  Tie.  A  condition  so 
rare  that  a  doctor  may  pass  a 
lifetime  without  seeing  a 
case.  Many  midwives  and 
mothers,  however,  detect 
tongue  tie  in  the  majority  of 
young  babies  that  fall  into 
their  hands,  and  are  eager  that 
the  tongue  should  be  cut.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  few  infants 
can  protrude  their  tongues  as 
adults  can  ;  the  absence  of  this 
power  is  no  proof  of  tongue  tie. 

TSn'ic  (ton'-ik).  (i)  A  medicine 
which  braces  up  the  general 
health  chiefly  by  increasing  the 
appetite.  (2)  Term  applied  to 
continuous  spasms,  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  clonic. 

Ton'sillar.  Pertaining  to  the 
tonsils. 

Tonsillec'tomy.  The  opera¬ 
tion  of  total  removal  of  the 
tonsil. 

Ton  sill  i'tis  (ton-sil-i'tis). 
Inflammation  of  tonsils. 

Ton'sillollth.  A  concretion  on 
or  in  a  tonsil. 

Ton'sillotome.  A  machine  for 
cutting  off  a  tonsil. 

Tonsillot'omy.  The  operation 
of  cutting  off  the  exposed  pro¬ 
jecting  part  of  a  tonsil. 

Ton'sils  (ton'-sils).  Two  oval 
bodies  on  either  side  of  the 
throat  at  the  opening  of  the 
pharynx. 

Tophus  (to'-fus).  A  gritty  con- 
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cretion  due  to  gout,  found 
most  commonly  on  the  edge 
of  the  auricle. 

Top'ical.  Pertaining  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  locality.  Local. 

Tor'mina  (tor'-me-na).  Grip¬ 
ing  pain  in  the  bowels. 

Tor'por  (tor'-pur).  Lethargy 
and  want  of  feeling. 

Tor'sion  (tor'-shun).  Twisting 
an  artery  to  arrest  bleeding. 

Tor'ticollis  (tor  -  te  -  kol  -  lis). 
Wry-neck.  May  be  congenital, 
or  may  be  caused  by  spasm  due 
to  caries  of  the  cervical  spine. 

Tour'niquet  (tur'-ne-ket).  An 
instrument  used  to  exert 
pressure  on  an  artery  and  so 
arrest  bleeding. 


Screw  Tourniquet. 


Toxae'mia  (tok-si'-me-a).  A 
poisoned  state  of  the  blood. 

Tox'ic  (tok'-sik).  Poisonous. 

Toxicol'ogy  (toks-e-kol'-o-je). 
Science  of  poisons. 

Trabec'ula  (tra-bek'-u-la).  A 
septum  extending  into  an  organ 
from  its  capsule  or  wall. 

Tra'chea  (tra'-ke-a).  The  wind¬ 
pipe  ;  the  air  passage  from 
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the  larynx  to  the  bronchi. 
See  Bronchi. 

Trachei'tls  (tra-ke-i'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  trachea. 

Tracheloplasty  (trak'-e-lo- 
plas-te).  An  operation  for  the 
cure  of  a  lacerated  cervix. 

Trachelor  rhaphy  (trak-e-lor'- 
afi).  The  operation  of  sutur¬ 
ing  a  torn  cervix  uteri. 

Tracheot'omy  (tra-ke-ot'-o- 
roe).  {See  Cannula.)  The 
operation  of  making  an  open¬ 
ing  into  the  windpipe,  and 
inserting  a  tube  so  that  the 
patient  breathes  through  the 
tube  instead  of  through  the 
nose.  This  is  performed  in 
cases  such  as  laryngeal  diph¬ 
theria,  where  the  membrane 
is  blocking  the  larynx ;  or 
scalded  throat,  where  the 
swelling  is  closing  the  larynx. 

Tracho'ma  (trak-o' -  ma).  A 
chronic  infective  disease  of 
the  eyelids. 

Tra'^us  (tra'-gus).  The  small 
eminence  just  inside  the  ear. 

Trance.  State  of  unnatural 
sleep ;  catalepsy. 

Transfixion.  In  orthopasdic 
surgery,  the  driving  of  a  pin 
through  a  fragment  of  broken 
bone  in  order  to  obtain  exten¬ 
sion. 

Transfu'sion  (trans-fu'zhun). 
The  delivery  into  a  vein 
(usually  of  the  arm)  of  a  nor¬ 
mal  saline  solution  at  a  tem¬ 
perature  of  about  105°  F.  by 
means  of  a  fine  cannula  and 
tube.  This  operation  is  done 


for  profound  shock,  or  for 
collapse  due  to  loss  of  blood, 
as  in  post-partum  or  other 
severe  hasmorrhage,  but  if 
done  for  hcemorrhage  it  is  im¬ 
portant  first  to  ligature  or 
otherwise  occlude  all  bleeding 
points.  Blood  transfusion  is 
novy  replacing  saline  trans¬ 
fusion  for  many  cases. 

Tran.speritone'al.  An  opera¬ 
tion  performed  after  opening 
the  peritoneal  cavity. 

Transuda'tion  (tran-su- 
da'-shun).  Oozing  of  fluid 
through  a  membrane  or  from  a 
tissue. 

Transverse.  Crosswise. 
Transverse  lie  and  presenta¬ 
tion  exist  when  the  fcetus  lies 
across  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
and  some  part  not  the  head 
or  breech  presents. 

Trape'zium  (tra-pe'-ze-um). 
One  of  the  bones  of  the  car¬ 
pus. 

Trape'zius  (tra-pe'-zi-us).  A 
large  muscle  between  the 
shoulders. 

Trau'ma  (traw'ma).  A  wound 
or  injury.  Thus  traumatic 
gangrene  is  gangrene  arising 
from  an  injury. 

Trgm'or  (trem'-ur).  Involun¬ 
tary  trembling. 

Tren'delenburg-  Position.  A 

position  often  adopted  for 
patients  undergoing  gyneco¬ 
logical  6perations,  in  which 
the  head  is  at  a  lower  level 
than  the  pelvis,  and  the  latter 
is  lower  than  the  knees. 
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Trendelenburg  Position. 


Trepan'  (tre-pan').  A  trephine. 
Obsolete, 

Trephi'ne  (tre-fi'n).  An  instru¬ 
ment  for  removing  a  disc  of 
bone. 

Trephin'ing  (tre  -  fine'  -  ing). 
Removing  a  circular  piece  of 
bone,  especially  from  the  skull. 

TrSpSne'ma  pal'lida.  The 

.  infecting  agent  of  syphilis. 

Triasi'gular  Bandage.  A 
bandage  the  shape  of  a  right- 
angled  triangle,  very  useful 
in  emergencies,  and  for  minor 
casualties. 

Tri'ceps  (tri'seps).  Certain 
muscles  with  three  heads, 
especially  the  one  at  the  back 
of  the  arm  which  extends  the 
elbow. 

Trichl'asis  (tri-ki'-a-sis).  In¬ 
version  of  the  eyelashes  to 
wards  the  eye. 

Trlchino'sis,  Trichini'asis. 

Infection  with  a  parasitic 
worm  named  trichina. 

Trichoceph'alus  dispar  (trik 
o-sef'a-lus).  The  whip  worm. 
A  parasite  of  the  human  large 
intestine. 

Trichophyto'sis  (tri-ko-fi  to'- 
sis).  See  Ringworm. 
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Tricus'pid  Valve.  The  valve 
of  the  heart  between  the  right 
auricle  and  ventricle. 

Trigem'inal  .Nerves  (tri-jem'- 
in-al).  Fifth  pair  of  cranial 
nerves. 

Trini'trin  (tri-ni'-trin).  A 
name  for  nitro-glycerine,  given 
in  angina  pectoris,  epilepsy, 
&c. ;  it  reduces  blood  pres¬ 
sure. 

Tri'onal  (tri'-o-nal).  Hypnotic. 
Acts  quickly. 

Triplets.  Children  born  three 
at  a  birth.  This  occurs  about 
once  in  7800  labours. 

Trirad  late  Pelvis.  A  rare 
form  of  pelvic  deformity. 

Tris'mus (tris'-mus).  Lock-jaw. 
Occurs  as  a  reflex  in  dental 
caries.  Is  also  a  symptom  of 
tetanus.  Trismus  nascentium, 
nine-day  fits,  a  rare  infantile 
disease,  very  fatal.  Identical 
with  tetanus  {which  see). 

Tri  turate.  To  reduce  to  a  fine 
powder  by  rubbing. 

Trd'car  (tro'-kar).  The 
perforating  instrument  used 
with  a  canula  to  draw  off 
fluids  from  the  body. 

Trochan'ter  (tro-kan'-ter).  Two 
processes  at  the  juncture  of 
the  neck  and  shaft  of  femur. 

Troche' (tr5k,  tro'ke).  A  medi¬ 
cinal  lozenge. 

Troch'lear  Nerves  (trok'-le 
ar).  The  fourth  pair  of  cranial 
nerves. 

Tro'na  (tro'-na).  Egyptian 
carbonate  of  soda. 
Tropacocaine  (tro'-pa-ko- 
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kane').  A  local  anaesthetic, 
obtained  from  the  same  plant 
as  cocaine  but  much  less  toxic.  ' 

Trbph'ic  (trof'-ik).  Relating  to  ! 
nutrition. 

Trophoede'ma.  '  Persistent 
oedema  of  the  legs  ;  usually 
hereditary  (Milroy’s  disease). 

Trophoneuro'sis  (trof-o-nu- 
ro'-sis).  Lack  of  nutrition 
arising  from  nerve  defect. 

Truss  (trus).  A  bandage  or 
belt  for  retaining  a  hernia  in  ' 
place.  If  a  truss  is  discarded 
at  night  it  should  not  be  taken  ! 
off  until  the  patient  is  lying  in 
bed,  and  in  the  morning  the 
truss  should  be  reapplied  be-  i 
fore  the  patient  rises.  ( 

Trypanoc'idal.  That  which 
destroys  trypanosomes.  : 

Trypanosome  (trip' -an -o- 
soam).  A  genus  of  micro¬ 
scopic  parasites  which  cause  ; 
sleeping  sickness  and  other 
diseases.  [ 

Trypanosoml'asis  (trip'-an-o-  | 
so-mi'-a-sis).  Infection  with  ! 
trypanosomes. 

Tryp'sin  (trip'-sin).  The  di¬ 
gestive  ferment  of  the  pan¬ 
creatic  juice. 

Tsdt'se  (tet'-se).  A  fly  which  is 
the  conveyor  of  the  infection  of 
sleeping  sickness.  By  its  bite 
trypanosomes  are  transferred  ! 
from  sick  to  healthy  individuals. 

Tu'bal.  Relating  to  a  tube,  and 
especially  to  an  oviduct. 

Tubal  Gestation  I  Pregnancy 

Pubal  Pregnancy  /  in  a  Fallo-  I 


pian  tube.  See  Extra- 
uterine  Gestation. 

Tuber'cuHde  (tew  -  bur'- kew- 
lide).  Any  skin  rash  due  to 
tuberculous  infection. 

Tuber'cuHn  (tew  -  bur' -  kew- 
lin).  A  preparation  from 
cultures  of  the  tubercle  ba¬ 
cillus  used  in  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  tuberculosis. 
There  are  many  tuberculins, 
prepared  in  slightly  different 
ways. 

Tuberculo'sis  (tu-ber-ku-lo'- 
sis).  Infection  with  the  bacil¬ 
lus  tuberculosis.  Tubercle  of 
the  lungs  is  called  phthisis  or 
consumption. 

Fuber'culous.  Connected  with 
tuberculosis. 

Tuberds'ity  (tu-be-ros'-i-ty). 
Bony  eminence. 

Tubo-Ova'rian.  Connected 
with  both  the  Fallopian  tube 
and  the  ovary  (abscess,  cyst). 

Tufnell’s  Diet.  Ten  ounces  of 
solids  to  eight  of  fluids  per 
diem ;  used  in  aneurism 
cases. 

Tumefac'tion  (tu-me-fak'- 
shun).  Becoming  swollen. 

Tu'mour  (tu'-mur).  An  en¬ 
largement  due  to  a  permanent 
morbid  growth.  T umours  may 
be  simple  or  malignant ;  in  the 
first  case,  they  are  not  danger¬ 
ous  in  themselves ;  in  the 
second  case,  they  are  cancer¬ 
ous.  Also  they  may  be  solid 
or  cystic. 

Tu'nica  (tu'-nik-a).  .A  term 
applied  to  several  membranes. 
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Tur'binated  Bones.  Three 
thin  convoluted  bones  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  lateral  wall  of  each 
nasal  fossa. 

Turges'cence  (tur-jes'-sens). 
Swelling  caused  by  fulness  of 
the  blood-vessels. 

Turning.  See  Version. 

Tur'pentine  (tur'-pen-tine). 
Used  in  washing  the  skin  if 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  all 
grease.  Also  used  to  sprinkle 
on  a  fomentation  where  coun¬ 
ter-irritation  is  required ;  it 
must  not  be  left  on  too  long. 
Styptic  and  antiseptic.  Re¬ 
lieves  flatulence  and  expels 
worms.  See  Terebene. 

Tus'sis  (tus'-sis).  A  cough. 

Twilight  Sleep.  See  Scopo¬ 
lamine. 

Twin.  One  of  two  individuals 
born  at  one  birth. 

Tympani'tes  (tim-pa-ni'-teez j. 
Wind-dropsy;  a  distended  state 
of  the  abdomen  caused  by  gas 
in  the  intestines. 

Tym'panum  (tim'-pa-num). 
Membrane  of  the  middle  ear, 
commonly  called  the  drum. 

Typhli'tis  (tif-li'-tis).  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  mucous  surface 
of  the  caecum. 

Ty'phoid  Fever  (ti'-foid  fe¬ 
ver).  A  continued  fever,  usu¬ 
ally  attended  with  ulceration 
of  the  bowels,  and  a  rose- 
coloured  eruption  on  the  ab¬ 
domen  about  the  seventh  day. 
See  also  Enteric  Fever. 

Ty'phus  Fe'ver  (ti'-fus  fe-ver). 
A  highly  infectious  fever 


characterized  by  a  petechial 
rash,  high  temperature  and 
great  prostration. 

Tyrotox'icon(ci-ro-tok'-si-kon). 
An  alkaloid  developed  in  milk, 
and  supposed  to  be  the  cause 
of  ice-cream  poisoning. 

Ty'son’s  Qlands.  Sebaceous 
glands  about  the  penis. 


U. 

Ul'cer  (ul'-ser).  A  sore  attended 
by  discharge.  Ulcers  are  local 
when  confined  to  one  spot  ; 
constitutional  when  liable  to 
appear  on  different  parts  of 
the  body. 

Ul'na  (ul'-na).  The  inner  bone 
of  the  forearm  from  the  elbow 
to  the  wrist.  See  Skeleton. 

Ul'nar.  The  name  of  an  artery ; 
a  vein  and  a  nerve  running 
beside  the  ulna. 

Ultra  Violet  Rays.  Beyond 
the  visible  (seven  colour)  spec¬ 
trum  into  which  white  light  is 
resolved  by  a  prism,  there  are 
non-visible  rays  at  each  end, 
both  below  the  red  rays  and 
above  the  violet  rays.  These 
rays  are  now  made  use  of  in 
therapeutics. 

Umbll'ical  Cord  (um-bil'-i-kal 
kord).  The  funis;  the  cord 
connecting  the  fcetus  with  the 
placenta. 

Umbili'cus  (um  -  be  -  li' -  kus). 
The  navel,  the  scar  in  the 
centre  of  the  abdomen  where 
the  funis  was  attached. 
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Unavoidable  Haemorrhage- 
Bleeding  due  to  placenta 
prasvia.  See  Lower  Uterine 
Segment  and  Placenta 
Pkaevia. 

Uncinariasis  (un'-sin-a-ri'-a- 
sis).  Infection  with  hook¬ 
worm  (ankylostomum). 

Un'dulant.  Wave-like.  The 
name  given  to  any  fever  in 
which  alternate  periods  of 
fever  and  no  fever  make  the 
temperature  chart  look  like 
a  succession  of  waves. 

Unguen'tum.  An  ointment, 
abbreviation,  un^. 

Un'guls  (ung'-gwis).  A  finger¬ 
nail. 

U'nion  (yune'yun).  See  First 
and  Second  Intention.  ; 

Unlp'arous  {u-nip'-a-rousl.  t 
Giving  birth  to  only  one  j 
child  at  a  time.  i 

U'rachus  (u'-ra-kus).  The  : 
urinary  cord  of  the  foetus. 

Urae'mia  (yu-re'-me-a).  Ac¬ 
cumulation  of  urinary  sub¬ 
stances  in  the  blood.  The 
terminal  symptom  in  many 
cases  of  Bright’s  disease,  or 
other  disease  of  the  kidneys. 

Uraj'mic  Pit.  Bears  some 
resemblance  to  an  epileptic 
seizure,  but  the  breath  has  an 
odour  of  urine. 

U'rate  (yu'-rate).  Uric  acid 
combined  with  a  base. 
Sodium  urate  is  frequently 
deposited  in  the  joints  and 
tissues  of  those  suffering  from 
gout. 

U'rea  (yu'-re-a).  The  chief 


solid  constituent  of  urine. 
Urea  and  quinine  hydrochlo¬ 
ride  is  used  as  a  local  anaes¬ 
thetic. 

Ure'ter  (yu-re'-ter).  The  canal 
between  the  kidney  and  the 
bladder,  down  which  the  urine 
passes.  Seeillus. 

Ureteral  (yew-ree'-tur-al).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  ureter. 

Ureteri'tis.  Inflammation  of  a 
ureter. 

Ure'thra  (yu-re'-thra).  The 
canal  between  the  bladder  and 
the  exterior  through  which  the 
urine  is  discharged. 

Ure'thral  (yew-ree'-thral).  Per¬ 
taining  to  the  urethra. 

Urethri'tis  (yu-re-thri'-tis).  In¬ 
flammation  of  the  urethra. 

Ure'throcele  (yew-reeth'-ro- 
seel).  A  swelling  consisting 
partly  or  wholly  of  the  urethra. 

Ure'throscope.  An  instru¬ 
ment  for  viewing  the  interior 
of  the  urethra. 

Urethrot'omy  (yu-re-throt'-o- 
me).  Incision  of  the  urethra 
to  remedy  stricture. 

U'ric  Acid  (yu'-rik  as'-id) 
Lithic  acid  ;  its  presence  in 
urine  is  discovered  by  its  re¬ 
semblance  in  colour  to  cayenne 
pepper. _  Frequently  present  in 
gout.  Liquor  potassae  dissolves 
this  red  deposit. 

Urldro'sis  (yu-ri-dro'-sis).  Urea 
in  the  perspiration. 

U'rlne  (yu'-rin).  The  fluid  se¬ 
creted  by  the  kidneys.  The  nor¬ 
mal  amount  secreted  in  the  24 
hours  varies  from  30  to  50 
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ounces  in  an  adult,  lo  to  15  in 
a  child,  8  to  10  in  an  infant. 
The  normal  colour  is  pale 
amber  and  clear,  the  specific 
gravity  is  from  i-oi8  to 


i'025.  The  reaction  should  be 
slightly  acid,  save  after  meals, 
when  it  is  slightly  alkaline. 
There  should  be  no  appreciable 
sediment. 

Urinoin'eter  {yu-rin-om'-e-ter), 
A  small  glass  instrument  with 
a  graduated  stem,  used  for 
measuring  the  specific  gravit]- 
of  urine. 

Uro'sis  (yu-ro'-sis).  Diseases  of 
the  urinary  organs. 

Urotro'pine  (yu-ro-tro'-pin) 

See  Hexamine. 

Uroxan'thin  (yu-roks-an'-thin). 
Yellow  colouring  matter  of  the 
urine. 

Urtlca'ria  (er-ti-ka'-ri-a). 
Nettle-rash;  a  skin  disease 
with  eruptions  causing  great 
irritation,  generally  the  re¬ 


sult  of  eating  some  un¬ 
wholesome  food. 

U'terine  (yu'-tev-ine).  Relating 
to  the  uterus 

U'tero-gesta'tlon .  The  period 
of  pregnancy. 

U'terus  (ewe'-ter-us).  The 
womb.  A  muscular,  hollow, 
pear-.^^haped  organ  normally 
situated  in  the  pelvis.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  two  parts — the  cervix, 
or  neck,  which  is  the  lower 
part  and  projects  into  the 
vagina ;  and  the  corpus,  or 


Uterus  and  its  Appendages. 

a  uterus.  e  oviducts  or 

b  vagina.  Fallopian 

c  cervix.  tubes, 

d  ovaries. 

body,  in  which  the  fertilised 
ovum  is  retained  for  280  days 
in  a  normal  pregnancy.  The 
uterus  is  enclosed  within  the 
two  broad  ligaments,  and  from 
its  upper  corners  spring  the 
two  Fallopian  tubes. 

Utriculoplasty  (yew'-trik^-yew- 
lo-plas'-te).  An  operation  to 
reduce  the  size  of  the  uterus 
by  removing  part  of  it  and 
suturing  the  rest  in  such  a  way 
that  the  organ  is  still  capable 
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of  continuing  its  ordinary 
functions. 

Uvei'tfs.  Inflammation  of  the 
uvea,  the  pigmented  layer  of  i 
the  eye. 

U'vula  (yu'-vu-la).  A  small 
fleshy  body  hanging  down  at 
the  back  of  the  soft  palate. 


V. 

Vacclna'tion  (vak^sin-a'shun) 
Inoculation  of  cow-pox  lymph 
into  the  arm  as  a  protec¬ 
tion  from  small -pox. 

Vaccine  (vak'-seen).  Any  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  micro-organ¬ 
isms  of  one  or  more  diseases, 
administered  to  prevent  or 
cure  those  diseases. 

V'accin'ia.  Cow-pox.  A  modi¬ 
fied  form  of  small-pox. 

Vagina  (va-ji'-na).  The  passage  . 
leading  from  the  cervix  uteri 
to  the  vulva.  The  lower  limit 
of  this  canal  is  formed  by  the 
hymen.  ' 

Vaginal.  Pertaining  to  the  ' 
vagina. 

Vaginis'mus  (vadj-in-iz'-mus). 
Spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
vagina  w’henever  the  vulva  or 
vagina  is  touched.  : 

V'aginl'tis  (va-jin-ai'-tis).  In-  ' 
flammation  of  the  vagina. 

Va'gus  (va'  gus).  The  pneumo- 
gastric  nerve  (which  see), 

Vale'rian  (va-le'-re-an).  A 
nerve  sedative  with  an  offen¬ 
sive  odour. 

Val'gus.  Bow-legged.  . 


Val'vul^conniven'tes.  Trans¬ 
verse  folds  of  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
small  intestine. 

V  a  r  i  c  e  IT  a  (var-e-sel'-la). 
Chicken-pox  (which  see). 

Va'ricocele  (va'-re-ko-sele).  A 
varicose  condition  of  the  veins 
of  the  spermatic  cord. 

Var'icose  Veins  (var'-e-kose 
vanes).  A  dilated  and  thickened 
state  of  the  veins  due  to  lack  of 
action  of  the  valves.  Com¬ 
mon  in  the  veins  of  the  leg. 

Varl'ola  (va-ri'-o-la).  Small¬ 
pox.  An  infectious  fever 
marked  by  an  eruption  of  red 
pimples  on  the  third  day, 
which,  about  the  eighth  day, 
begin  to  dry  up,  the  scab 
subsequently  falling  off.  In 
confluent  small-pox  the  erup¬ 
tion  all  runs  together,  there  is 
a  high  state  of  fever,  and  great 
danger. 

Va'rix  (va'-riks).  An  enlarged 
and  tortuous  vein. 

Va'rus  (va'rus).  Knock-kneed. 

Vas.  A  vessel,  or  duct  of  the 
body;  as  vas  deferens,  the  duct 
of  the  testis. 

Vas'cular  (vas'-ku-lar).  Relat¬ 
ing  to  vessels. 

Vas'cular  System.  System 
of  blood-vessels. 

Vasec'toniy.  Removal  of  a 
part  of  the  vas  deferens. 

Vas'eline  ivas'-e-line).  A  bland 
ointment  prepared  from  pe¬ 
troleum,  and  useful  for  dress¬ 
ings,  greasing  suppositories, 
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&c.,  and  occasionally  given 
internally. 

Vaso  -  constriction  (vay'-zo- 
kon-strik'-shun).  Contraction 
of  blood-vessels. 

Vaso -dilatation  (vay'-zo-di- 
lay-tay'-shun).  Dilatation  of 
blood-vessels. 

Vaso-mo'tor.  Causing  con¬ 
traction  or  dilatation  of  the 
blood  vessels ;  applied  to  the 
sympathetic  nerves. 

Vegeta'tions.  Granulations, 
especially  those  forming  on  the 
valves  of  the  heart  in  acute 
rheumatism  and  ulcerative 
endocarditis. 

Vein  (vane).  A  vessel  carrying 
the  blood  from  the  extremities 
to  the  heart. 

Ve'nene.  The  poison  of  snake¬ 
bite. 

Vene'rSai  (ve-ne'-re-al).  Relat¬ 
ing  to  sexual  intercourse.  All 
venereal  diseases  are  con¬ 
tagious,  and  demand  caution 
on  the  part  of  the  nurse,  and 
great  cleanliness. 

V  e  n  e  s  e  c't  i  o  n  (ve-ne-sek'- 
shun).  Bleeding;  opening  a 
vein  to  let  out  blood. 

Ve'nous  (ve'-nus).  Relating  to 
the  veins. 

Ven'ter  (ven'-ter).  The  belly. 

Ventila'tion  (ven-te-la'-shun). 
The  provision  of  a  supply  of 
fresh  air.  It  is  part  of  the 
nurse's  duty  to  see  that  her 
ward  or  sick-room  is  properly 
ventilated.  There  are  very 
few  diseases  in  which  it  is  not 
permissible  to  have  the  window 
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open  for  a  little  way  at  the  top, 
taking  care  that  the  draught 
does  not  blow  straight  across 
the  bed.  Always  have  a  small 
fire  except  in  very  hot  weather. 
Aiwa  vs  keep  a  room  thermo¬ 
meter  near  the  patient,  and 
chart  temperature  of  the  room 
in  notes. 

Ven'tral  (ven'-tral).  Relating 
to  the  belly. 

Ven'tricles  (ven'-tre-kls).  The 
two  lower  chambers  of  the 
heart  are  known  as  the  right 
and  left  ventricles.  The 
cavities  in  the  brain  also  are 
known  as  ventricles. 

Ven'tro-fixa'tion.  The  opera¬ 
tion  of  opening  the  abdomen, 
and  fixing  the  uterus  by  sutures 
to  the  inner  aspect  of  the  ab¬ 
dominal  wall.  One  of  the 
measures  adopted  for  the  relief 
of  severe  and  obstinate  pro¬ 
lapse  of  the  womb. 

Ventro=suspen'sion.  Another 
operation  having  the  same 
object  as  ventro-fixation,  but 
fixing  the  round  ligaments  to 
the  abdominal  wall  instead  of 
the  uterus. 

Vera'trum  Vir'ide.  A  drug 
obtained  from  the  hellebore, 
and  used  as  a  depressant. 

Ver'micide  (ver'-me-side).  A 
drug  used  to  expel  worms. 
Also  called  vermifuge. 

Ver'miform  Appen'dlx.  A 
small  tube,  closed  at  one 
end,  and  opening  at  the  other 
into  the  caecum.  See  Ap¬ 
pendix. 
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Ver'niinous.  Infested  with 
animal  parasites. 

Ver'nix  Caseo'sa.  The  se-  | 
baceous  material  which  covers  ! 
the  skin  of  the  foetus. 

Ver'onal.  A  hypnotic  drug.  | 

V'erru'ca  (ver-yu'-ka).  A  wart,  i 

Ver'slon.  The  operation  of  j 
altering  the  position  of  the  j 
foetus  in  the  uterus  so  as  to 
facilitate  its  delivery.  Cephalic 
version  is  turning  the  feetus  so 
that  the  head  presents,  while 
podalic  version  brings  about  a 
foot  presentation. 

Ver'tebr*  (ver'-te-bra).  The 
thirty-three  small  bones  which 
form  the  back-bone,  or  spinal 
column.  See  Skeleton. 

Ver  tex  (ver'-teks).  The  crown 
of  the  head. 

Ver'tigo  (ver'-ti-go).  Giddiness. 

Ves'lcalves'-i-ka).  The  bladder. 

Ves'ical  (ves'-ik-al).  Relating 
to  the  bladder. 

Ve  s' leant  (ves'-e-kant).  A 
blistering  fluid. 

Vgs'icle  (ves'-e-kl).  A  blister. 

Vesic'ular  Mole  (ve-sik'-u-lar). 
See  Hydatidiform  Mole. 

Vesic'ular  Mur'mur  (ve-sik'- 
u-lar  mur'mur).  The  normal 
sound  of  inspiration  heard  on 
auscultation. 

Vesiculi'tls.  Inflammation  of  a  ^ 
vesicle.  Usually  means  in-  i 
flammation  of  a  seminal  ! 
vesicle.  1 

Ves'tlbule  (ves' - te - bule).  | 
1.  A  small  cavity  of  the  ear 
into  which  the  cochlear  opens.  ; 
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2.  The  angle  between  the 
nymphab. 

Ves'tibulot'omy.  An  operation 
for  the  relief  of  acute  inflam¬ 
mation  in  the  internal  ear. 

Viable  (vi'-ab-l).  Capable  of 
living.  An  obstetrical  term  im¬ 
plying  that  an  unborn  child  is 
sufficiently  developed  to  survive 
its  birth. 

Vibi'ces  (vi-bi'-seez).  The  spots 
of  purpura. 

Vica'rious  (vi-ka'-re-us).  When 
one  organ  performs  the  work 
of  another.  For  instance, 
when  bleeding  of  the  nose 
takes  place  when  menstrua¬ 
tion  is  suppressed. 

Vichy  Water  (ve'-she).  A  di¬ 
uretic  mineral  water  obtained 
from  Vichy  in  France. 

Vil'li  (vil'-li).  Fine  soft  pro¬ 
cesses  of  living  cells. 

Villous  (vil'-lus).  Composed  of 
villi.  Thus  a  villous  tumour 
of  the  bladder  is  a  growth  con¬ 
sisting  of  long  slender  pro¬ 
cesses  of  cells.  In  obstetrics, 
a  villus  is  a  process  arising 
from  the  chorion  which  pene¬ 
trates  the  maternal  tissues  ; 
the  specialisation  of  a  mass  of 
villi  ultimately  forms  the 
placenta. 

Vincent’s  angina.  A  special 
form  of  acute  inflammation  of 
the  fauces  and  mouth. 

VIn'ggar.  A  weak  solution  of 
acetic  acid  formed  by  fomenta¬ 
tion  of  wine  and  other  alcoholic 
liquids. 

Vl'num  (vi'num).  Wine. 
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Vir'ulent  (vir'-u-lent).  Violent, 
malignant. 

Vi'ru5  (vi'-rus).  Contagious 
matter  capable  of  spreading 
disease  if  introduced  into  the 
system. 

Vis'cera  (vis'-se-ra).  Plural  of 
viscus. 

Visceroptosis.  Prolapse  of  the 
abdominal  viscera. 

Vis'cid  (vis'-sid).  Viscous  (vis'- 
kous).  Sticky,  thick,  adhesive. 

Vis'cus  (vis'-kus).  An  internal 
organ  ;  for  example  the  heart, 
lung,  or  stomach. 

Vision.  The  act  or  faculty  of 
seeing.  Binocular  Vision,  use 
of  both  eyes  without  seeing 
double.  Central  Vision,  Di¬ 
rect  Vision,  that  performed 
through  the  centre  of  the  retina. 
Double  Vision,  diplopia,  a  fail¬ 
ure  to  fuse  the  images  thrown 
upon  the  two  retinae  at  the 
same  time.  May  be  due  prim¬ 
arily  to  muscular  defect  or  to 
error  of  refraction.  Peripheral 
Vision,  Indirect  Vision,  that 
performed  by  the  peripheral  or 
circumferential  portion  of  the 
retina.  Stereoscopic  Vision, 
that  which  gives  perception  of 
distance  and  solidity. 

Vitelline.  -Pertaining  to  the 
vitellus,  or  yolk. 

Vit'rSous  Humour.  The 
glass-like  fluid  in  the  eyeball, 
behind  the  lens. 

Vivisec'tion  (viv-e-sek'-shun), 
Scientific  examination  of  a 
living  animal. 
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V  o  i'a  t  i  1  e  (vol'-a-tile).  That 
which  evaporates  quickly. 

Voli'tion.  The  act  or  power  of 
willing. 

Volk'mann’s  Paralysis,  V. 
contracture.  A  muscular 
paralysis  caused  by  applying 
splints  too  tightly.  Most  com¬ 
monly  seen  in  the  forearm  after 
fractures  about  the  elbow  joint. 

Volsellum.  See  Vulsellum. 

Volt  (volt).  A  unit  of  electric 
force. 

Volt'meter.  An  instrument  for 
measuring  electromotive  force. 

VSPuntary.  Free.  Regulated 
by  choice  and  desire. 

Vol'vulus.  A  twisting  of  a 
piece  of  intestine  on  its  mesen¬ 
teric  attachment.  Acute  in¬ 
testinal  obstruction  is  the 
result. 

Vo'mer  (vo'-mer).  A  bone  of 
the  septum  of  the  nose. 

Vom'ica  (vom'-e-ka).  An  ab¬ 
normal  cavity  in  an  organ; 
and  especially  applied  to  the 
cavities  found  in  the  lungs  in 
certain  cases  of  advanced 
tuberculosis. 

V6m'it  (vom'-it).  The  con¬ 
tents  of  the  stomach  ejected 
through  the  mouth. 

Vomiting- of  Pregnancy.  The 

vomiting  to  which  about  two- 
th’rds  of  pregnant  women  are 
subject  at  some  time  or 
another  during  the  period  of 
gestation.  Occurs  usually 
about  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  months, and  is  common¬ 
est  in  the  morning.  In  most 
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cases  no  ill  results  follow,  but 
occasionally  the  vomiting  be¬ 
comes  so  frequent  and  severe 
that  a  grave  condition  is  pro¬ 
duced,  called  the  Intractable,  ' 
or  Pernicious,  Vomiting  of 
Pregnancy,  or  Hyperemests  i 
Gravidarum.  This  condition  ' 
is  practically  one  of  starvation, 
as  all  food,  or  nearly  all,  is 
rejected  before  the  patient  has 
time  to  digest  it,  and  a  fatal 
result  sometimes  follows. 

V  u  I'c  a  n  i  t  e  (vul'-kan-ite). 
India-rubber  hardened  by  sul¬ 
phur,  and  used  to  make 
syringes,  speculums,  &c. 

Vul'nus  (vul'-nus).  A  wound. 

Vulsella,  Vulsellum,  Vol- 
sella.  Catch  forceps  with 
toothed  blades. 


Vulsellum. 


Vul'va  (vul'-vaj.  The  external 
organs  of  generation  of  the 
female. 

Vulvi'ti.s  (vul-vi'tis)  Inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  vulva. 


W. 

Walcher’s  Position 
(v'ahl'kher).  A  position  some¬ 
times  adopted  during  labour 
by  which  certain  din  meters 


of  the  pelvis  are  believed  to 
be  increased  by  a  fraction 
of  an  inch.  The  patient  is 
put  on  her  back  on  a  table 


or  bed  which  supports  her  as 
far  as  the  buttocks,  the  thighs 
and  legs  being  allowed  to  hang 
down,  but  the  feet  clear  of 
the  floor. 

War  burg’s  Tinc  ture.  Con¬ 
tains  quinine  and  opium  :  used 
in  pernicious  malarial  fever. 

Wassermann  Reaction  (Vass'- 
ur-man).  A  blood  test  which 
shows  whether  the  individual 
from  whom  the  blood  is  taken 
is  or  is  not  the  subject  of  active 
syphilis. 

Was'ter.  An  infant  affected 
with  marasmus. 

Water-beds.  Should  be  filled 
with  warm  water  to  which  a 
very  little  Condy  or  carbolic 
has  been  added.  Empty  every 
fortnight  if  possible  and  re¬ 
fill. 
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Water-brash  (waw-ter-brash). 
Heartburn,  with  a  flow  of 
bitter  water  to  the  mouth 
caused  by  indigestion. 

Watt  (wot).  Unit  of  electrical 
energy. 

Wean.  To  cease  feeding  a 
baby  at  the  breast. 

Weil’s  Disease  (vll)  Acute  in¬ 
fectious  jaundice. 

Weir  -  Mitchell  Treatment 
The  treatment  of  neurasthenia 
by  rest,  liberal  feeding  and 
massage. 

Wertheim’s  Operation. 

(Vair'  -  times).  A  radical 
operation  for  uterine  cancer, 
whereb}'  the  uterus,  tubes, 
ovaries,  broad  ligaments,  and 
pelvic  glands  are  removed  en 
masse. 

Wet-nurse.  One  who  suckles 
another  woman’s  child. 

Wet-pack.  Wrapping  a  patient 
in  wet  sheets. 

Wharton’s  Jelly .  A  peculiar 
tissue  of  the  umbilical  cord. 

Wheelhouse’s Operation.  Ex¬ 
ternal  (perineal)  urethrotomy. 

Whey  (whay).  The  liquid  left 
after  milk  has  been  clotted 
with  rennin. 

Whip-worm.  See  Tricocep- 

HALUS. 

White  Leg.  See  Phlegmasia 
Alba  Dolens. 

White  Mixt'ure  (white  mikst'- 
yur).  Mist.  Alba.  Purge  con¬ 
taining  Epsom  salts. 

Whites.  A  popular  term  for 
leucorrhcea. 

Whit'low  (whit'-lo).  Inflam- 
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mation  near  a  finger-nail,  with 
suppuration.  See  Onychia. 

Whoop'ing-cough  (hoop'-ing 
kof).  Pertussis  (which  see). 

Widal  Reaction  (Vee'-dahl). 
A  blood  test  for  typhoid  fever. 
Not  available  until  patient  has 
been  ill  for  about  ten  days. 

Wind=plpe.  The  trachea. 

Womb.  The  uterus  (which 
see). 

Wood-wool.  An  absorbent 
wool,  used  for  sterilised 
sponges,  ice  poultices,  &c. 

Wool-skein  Truss.  Take  a 
skein  of  soft  white  wool,  do 
not  cut,  but  apply  double 
round  the  waist  of  child.  Put 
one  end  through  the  other  end 
and  knot  over  the  hernia,  then 
bring  the  long  end  under  the 
thigh,  bring  it  upwards  and 
over  the  thigh  close  to  groin, 
and  knot  again  over  the 
hernia. 

Wounds  (woonds).  A  healthy 
wound,  not  uniting  by  first 
intention,  should  fill  up  from 
the  bottom,  the  edges  should 
not  be  red  or  unequal.  An 
abscess  wound  should  pucker 
and  the  centre  sink. 

Wrist,  (i).  The  joint  between 
the  hand  and  the  forearm.  (2). 
The  carpus. 

Writer’s  Cramp.  Spasm  of 
the  hand  and  forearm  brought 
on  by  efforts  to  write.  Largely 
due  to  defective  posture  when 
writing. 

Wry-neck  (ri'-nek).  Torti¬ 
collis. 
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X. 

Xanthelas'ma  (zan-the-las'- 
ma).  A  condition  in  which 
yellow  patches  occur  on  the 
skin  especially  in  the  eyelids. 
•Xan'thin  (zan'thin).  A  nitro¬ 
genous  substance  produced  in 
the  body.  Sometimes  found 
in  the  urine. 

Xantho'ma(zan-tho -mah).  The 
same  as  Xanthelasma  {which 
see). 

-Xanthopsia  (zan-thop'-se-a). 
Disorder  of  sight  in  which 
objects  appear  yellow.  Not 
uncommon  after  taking  san¬ 
tonin. 

X  a  n  t  h  o's  1  s  (zan-tho'-sis). 
Yellow  state  of  the  skin  and 
eyes,  caused  by  internal  can¬ 
cer. 

Xeroder'ma  (ze-ro-der'ma).  A 
dry  state  of  the  skin. 
Xerophthal'mla  (ze-rof-thal'- 
me-a).  Dryness  of  the  eye 
through  lack  of  tears. 

Xero'sis  (zer-o-sis).  Abnormal 
dryness,  e  g.,  of  the  conjunc¬ 
tiva  or  the  skin. 

Xerosto'mia  (ze-ro-sto'-me-a). 

Dryness  of  the  mouth. 
XIph'oid  (zif'-oid).  A  sword¬ 
shaped  cartilage  attached  to 
the  breast-bone. 

X  -  Rays.  Rbntgen  rays. 
Certain  rays  produced  by  a 
special  apparatus  and  capable  of 
penetrating  solids.  Ront- 
GEN  Kays. 


Xy'Iol  (zi'-lole).  A  hydro-carbon 
sometimes  applied  to  throat 
and  skin  in  cases  of  small-pox. 


Y. 

Yaws  (yaws).  Frambcesia. 

Yel'low  Fever  (yel'lo  fe-ver). 
An  epidemic  fever  marked 
by  a  yellow  state  of  the 
skin,  black  vomit,  &c. 
As  in  the  case  of  malaria,  the 
infection  of  yellow  fever  is 
conveyed  from  the  sick  to  the 
healthy  through  the  bite  of  a 
mosquito — a  species  of  Stego- 
myia. 


Z; 

Ze'ro.  The  point  on  the  scale 
of  a  thermometer  at  which  the 
graduation  begins,  and  which 
is  marked  with  the  numeral  o. 
[  The  zero  of  the  Centigrade 
and  Reaumur  thermometer  is 
the  melting  point  of  ice.  That 
of  the  Fahrenheit  is  32  degrees 
!  below  the  melting  point  of  ice. 

Zinc  (zingk).  A  metallic  ele- 
ment.  The  chloride  is  used 
as  a  caustic  and  disinfectant, 
the  sulphate  as  an  emetic  in 
cases  of  poisoning  by  atro¬ 
pine,  opium,  &c.  The  oint¬ 
ment  is  used  for  dressing 
sores. 

Zin' giber (zin'-je-ber).  Ginger; 
given  as  a  carminative. 

Zo'na  (zo'-na).  Shingles  in  the 
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form  of  a  belt  half  round  the 
body.  See  Herpes. 

ZooEogy  (zo-ol'-o-je).  That 
part  of  biology  which  deals 
with  the  study  of  animal  life. 

Zoosperm  (zoo'o-sperm).  Same 
as  spermatozoon. 

Zos'ter.  Shingles.  Set  Herpes. 


Z  y  g  o'm  a  (zig-o'-ma).  The 
cheek-bone. 

Zy'mine  (zi'-mine).  A  pancre¬ 
atic  ferment. 

ZymOt'ic  (zi-mot'-ik).  A  term 
which  includes  all  epidemic, 
endemic  and  contagious  dis¬ 
eases  arising  from  germs. 
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RHEUMATISM. 

Lumbajjo,  Neuritis,  Sciatica,  etc., 

CAN  BE  CURED. 

An  eminent  Physician  writes  ; — 

“  I  have  run  through  the  whole  gamut  of  B.P, 
remedies,  and  I  have  tried,  I  think,  all  the 
proprietary  uric  acid  solvents  of  the  present 
day,  but  after  many  years’ experience  1  have 
come  to  rely  on  AGOTAN  as  the  most 
trustworthy  preparation.  The  conditions 
in  which  it  may  be  prescribed  with  confidence 
embrace  all  forms  of  SUB-ACUTE  RHEU¬ 
MATISM,  MUSCULAR  RHEUMATISM 
or  Myalgia,  including  SCIATICA,  BRA¬ 
CHIAL  NEURITIS  and  GOUT,  etc. 

grain  Tablets  in  bottles  of  25  and  50 
or  in  1  ounce  bottles  of  Powder. 

N.D. — Af^otan  is  also  made  in  ointment  fovm  for  out¬ 
ward  application,  and  is  packed  in  tubes  ready  for  use. 


Ask  your  chemist  for 

HOWARDS’  AGOTAN, 

the  remarkable  eliminant  of  Uric  Acid. 
Made  by  the  Manufacturers  of  the  famous 

HOWARDS’  ASPIRIN  TABLETS. 

“The  best  Aspirin  obtainable.” 


Howards  &  Sons,  Ltd.  (Estb,  1797),  ILFORD. 
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Diminishes  Risk  of 

Hi:i)  sori:h 

A  much  needed  appliance,  designed  primarily  for  patients 
with  INCONTINENCE  OF  URINE  AND  FAECES. 

Air  cushion  is  shaped  to  give  maximum  comfort,  to 
prevent  bed-sores  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  allow  easy 
removal  of  rubber  pan  (C)  with  least  disturbance  of 
patient. 

The  “SISTER  DORA”  Non-slin 
AIR  CUSHION  BED  PAN 

Has  two  flexible  loops,  with 


webbing  straps.  These  are 
taken  to  sides  of  bed  (A), 
then  to  its  head  (B).  This 
arrangement,  together  with 
special  shape  of  cushion, 
absolutely  prevents 
patient  from  slipping^  dowm 
bed. 


PRICE  NET 

/  ^ 

Dimensions — 
PAN, 

deep. 

AIR-CUSHION, 
20"  diameter. 
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THE  MIDWIFE’S 
PRONOUNCING 
DICTIONARY  AND 
ENCYCLOP.TDIA 

Originally  Edited  by 

HENRY  ROBINSON,  M.D. 

LATE  RESIDEJJT  OBSTETRIC  OFFICER  AT  ST.  GEORGe'^  HOSPITAL 

And  now  Revised  [igzy)  by 

J.  K.  WATSON,  M.D. 

AUTHOR  OF  “A  HANDBOOK  FOR  NURSES ” 

WITH  PHONETIC  PRONUNCIATIONS  AND 
THE  COMPLETE  RULES  OF 
THE  CENTRAL  MIDWIFE’S  BOARD 

This  Dictionary  for  Midwives  is  similar  in  form  to 
the  “  Nurse's  Pronouncing  Dictionary  ”  ;  every  Midwife 
should  carry  a  copy  of  this  valuable  little  book  in  her 
pocket.  The  illustrations  are  excellent. 


230  Pages 
3s.  Net 


Stiff  Cloth  Covers 
3s.  iJd.  Post  Free 


Of  all  Booksellers  or  of 

FABER  AND  G  W  Y  E  R  Ltd. 

(THE  SCIENTIFIC  PRESS) 

24  RUSSELL  SQUARE,  LONDON,  VV.C.  1 


IN  ALL  CASES 

WHERE  THE  DICES- 

TION 

IS 

DERANGED, 

BENGER’S 

FOOD 

IS 

THE 

NURSE’S 

STANDBY. 

The  extent  of  its  self-digestion  can  be  regulated 
to  suit  cases  of  extreme  weakness  or  those  of 
slight  disorder. 


contains  everything  necessary  to  sustain  life,  yet 
there  is  no  food  more  easily  assimilated. 

Patients  seldom  tire  of  Benger’s;  it  forms, 
when  prepared,  a  dainty  food  cream,  “  retained 
when  all  other  foods  are  rejected.” 


Nurse's  sample  and  literature,  free  on  request  from : — 

BENGER’S  FOOD  LTD,,  MANCHESTER. 

Branch  OfiBces:  — 

NEW  YORK  (U.S.A.) :  90  BEEKMAN  STREET. 
SYDNEY  (N.S.W.) :  350  GEORGE  STREET. 

CAPE  TOWN  (S.A.) :  P.O.  BOX  573. 


‘*SOL.”  PERAIVIS 

Best  London  Styles. 

Purchased  in  a.d.  1883  by  H.M.  Queen  Victoria. 


Awarded  4  Prize  Medals. 


£3  9s.  Od.  THE  “ETRUSCAN”. 


Six  “SOL”  SPECIALITIES. 

SOL-NO-JAR  SPRINGS,  avoid  vibration. 

SOL  STORM-SCREEN  APRON,  sheds  rainwater. 

SOL  TYRES,  keep  tightly  fixed,  wear  twice  as  long. 

SOL  SAFETY-BEND  HOOD  JOINTS,  prevent  torn  dresses  or 
hurt  hands. 

SOL  SPECIAL  DESIGNS  (registered). 

CONVEX  SIDES,  lend  space  and  beauty. 

WHY  BE  WITHOUT  THEM  ? 

OF  ALL  PERAMBULATOR  DEALERS. 

A  good  selection  shown  by  Army  &  Navy  &  Civil  Service  Stores, 
Whiteleys,  Selfridges,  Maples,  Bon  Marche  (Brixton),  etc. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Catalogue  and 
—  address  of  nearest  dealer.  — 
Wholesale  Manufacturers— SIMMONS  &  CO,,  LONDON,  S.E.  1. 
A  Liberal  Commission  to  Nurses  Sending  Orders. 


NESTLES 
MILK  FOOD 

Nestle’s  Milk  Food  is 
prepared  from  full  cream 
milk  and  malted  wheaten 
products,  with  added  cod 
liver  oil  concentrates. 

A  sample  will  be  sent  post 
tree,  on  receipt  of  profes¬ 
sional  card,  by  NESTLE’S, 

6-8  EASTCHEAP,  E.C.  3. 


CURE  THOSE 

VARICOSE  VEINS 

AND  BE  FIT! 

You  want  to  be  fit ;  you  long  to  be  fit,  so  why  hesitate  ? 
Elasto  is  now  within  the  reach  of  every  sufferer. 

The  curative  power  of  Elasto  is  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  following  extract  from  a  recent  letter  of  thanks  : — 

“  Many  thanks  for  Elasto,  it  is  wonderful,  after  taking 
only  two  bottles  of  the  tablets  my  legs  are  as  sound  as 
ever,  without  a  trace  of  varicose  veins.” 

THE  SCOPE  OF  ELASTO. 

Elasto  cures  all  varicose  and  relaxed  conditions, 
wherever  they  occur,  including  Varicose  Veins,  Ulcers, 
Eczema,  Varicocele,  Piles,  Prolapsus,  Hardened  Glands 
and  Arteries,  Weakness,  etc. 

There  is  no  chance-work  about  Elasto ;  it  is  the  sane 
application  of  Nature’s  own  laws  of  healing.  Elasto  is 
notia  drug  but  a  cell  food  which  must  be  present  in 
the  blood  to  ensure  complete  health.  It  is  pre¬ 
pared  in  tiny  tablets,  to  be  dissolved  on  the  tongue,  and  is 
the  pleasantest,  the  least  costly  and  the  most  effective 
treatment  ever  devised. 

WHAT  iS  ELASTO? 

This  question  is  fully  answered  in  a  special  booklet 
which  we  will  gladly  send  privately  po^  t  free,  together  with 
a  free  sample  and  evidence  of  the  effectiveness  of  Elasto. 

Write  for  these  to-day,  now,  or  send  5s.  for  a  com¬ 
plete  month’s  treatment  (in  plain  wrapper),  and  commence 
your  cure  without  delay. 

The  New  Era  Treatment  Co.  (Dept.  110),  Cecil 
House,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London. 


THE  ORIGINAL  MAKE. 

...  1/-  per  (Joz. 
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CELTEX  (Re&d.). 

Made  of 

Cellulose  Wadding:  with 
Gauze  Cover.  per  doz. 

Size  1,  in  packets,  1/2 

n  I) 

,1  3,  in  cartons, 

K” 


1/6 

2/- 


All  Wool  with  Knitted  Cover. 

Size  KO  ...  ...  ...  lid.  per  dozen 
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K1 

K2 

K3 


1/3 

1/8 

2/1 


If  K4  ...  ...  ...  2/4  ,, 

OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL  DRAPERS  AND  CHEMISTS. 
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If  you  want 
UNIFORM 

you  want  the  N.O.A. 


We  are  uniform  specialists  and 
our  garments  are  made  for 
nurses  who  put  quality  first 
and  who  want  seasons  of  satis¬ 
factory  wear  from  everything 
they  buy.  If  quality  means 
anything  to  you,  get  your  outfit 
at  the  N.O.A. 

FREE  CATALOGUE 

and  patterns  of  any  material  sent 
on  request.  State  colours  wanted. 

All  Postal  enqtiiries  to  headquarters  : 

NUfiSES’  OUTFITTING 
ASSOCIATION  LTD. 

Carlyle  House,  STOCKPORT 

Outfitters  to  the  General  Nursing 
Councils  for  State  Uniform. 


Branch  Addresses — 
London:  Abbey  House,  Westminster. 
Liverpool:  57b  Renshaw  Street. 

Manchester:  36  King  Street. 
Birmingham:  3  Ryder  Street. 
Newcastle:  17  Saville  Row. 

Southamoton  :  3  Above  Bar. 


LAUNDRY-PROOF  APRON 

Extra  wide  bib,  fitting  well 
under  collar.  Fabric  does  not 
easily  soil  and  is  laundry- 
resisting.  Supplied  from  stock 
or  to  measure  in  24  hours. 
Price  4/6.  Postage  3d. 

Other  qualities,  2/11,  3/6 
3/11  and  6/11. 


NOTES, 


NOTES 


Ropal  national  pension  fund  for 

Purses. 

Patron— His  Majesty  the  King. 

President— Her  Majesty  the  Queen. 

Chairman — Sir  Eric  Hambro,  K.B.E. 

Secretary — Louis  H.  M.  Dick. 

Invested  Funds  EXCEED  TWO  MILLIONS  STERLING. 

Nurses  are  invited  to  join  the  Fund  on  account  of  the  substantial 
and  exceptional  advantages  which  it  offers  them,  and  which  they 
cannot  obtain  elsewhere. 

The  Nurse  who  wishes  to  provide  for' her 
future — or  even  to  try  to  do  so — should  hold 
a  Pension  Fund  Annuity  Policy. 

It  is  the  simplest  and  most  advantageous 
contract.  Contributions  can  be  made  monthly, 
quarterly,  half-yearly  or  in  any  way  which 
best  suits  her  convenience — without  any  extra 
charge — so  long  as  the  payments  are  received 
in  advance. 

Should  a  Nurse  be  out  of  employment,  or  for 
any  reason  be  unable  to  pay  her  premiums, 
arrangements  are  made  fully  to  meet  her 
difficulties. 

Should  a  Nurse  for  any  reason  be  obliged 
to  discontinue  her  payments  she  is  sure  of  the 
full  return  of  her  money  together  with  interest, 
while  if  she  maintains  her  contributions  she  is 
assured  of  an  income  for  life. 

The  fullest  information  respecting  the  Fund  is  supplied,  free  of 
all  charge,  by  post  or  on  personal  application. 

Address:  The  Secretary,  R.N.P.F.N., 

15  BUCKINGHAM  STREET,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C.  2. 


